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high-speed

rescue
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Why was he ta
" We had no

anything before
Mustafa.

said

He said his nu
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Kana Hussein
terrorists inSeptember, 1970

tothairMustafa added
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freshly caught ter
hours of being cc

Mrs. Grant and lan Geddes atter his ordeal

INSIDE TWO HOURS yesterday, schoolboy Ian
Geddes was plucked to safety from the Moray Firth
by an R.A.F. helicopter, whisked to hospital, treated
for shock.. and was home again. And air-sea rescue
experts agreed last night it was a record breaking
mercy mission.

It began when housewife
Mrs.Betty Grantsaw
year-old Ian. of

12-
High

Street, Ardersier, Inver-
nessshire, drifting helplessly

dinghy in the
dangerous tidal entrance to
the firth.

She alerted Peterbead

Day the
Angels
walked

coastguard who contacted
R.A.F. Lossiemouth within two
minutes.

Then came the quick action
of the chopper
Ömcer Tim' Wood, thepilot,navigator Flight Sergeant Bob
Taylor and winchman Master
Signaller Jim Clark. who were

the air only three mínutes
later.

The Whirlw'nd from 202
Squadron had Ian in Raigmore
Hospital, Inverness, 33 minutes
later. 1

Marker
Whilehewas treated

shock, the
for

helicopter wa٦٢٥٨
And afterbeing given the OK
by doctors, the lad returned to
hisf home village where a white
linen bedsheet had moon
out by Mrs. Grant, of Isle Viewe

landing markerocal footballfield.
Said Mrs. Grant: "Ispotted the boy about a mile

out in the Firth and
he was in danger.

realised
The sea

was running rough. I list no
time in alerting the coastguard
and it's great to see the
bound back home safe

wee
and

Last word from Ian,
and cold aftercould do his ordeal:

tired

paddles,
nothing with

the tide was
the
too

into
strong efor me. ThenI fellwater but managed

clamber into the dinghy
again after about three
minutes.

"I will never forgetGant ll never forget Mrs.

It was the first sea rescue
from
RAF.

Lossiemouth since the
ma٦oم٩٣٠ on February16 to take over the maritime

and mountain duties formerlv
carried out by the Navy.

home
THE peace - shattering
invasion of the Highlands,
by moreAngels,

than 100 Hells
day

fizzled out yester-
with many hitch-

hiking home.
Behind them they left their

powerful motor cycles, withtheir distinctive " Easy Rider
handlebars, awaiting repairs at
local garages after breakdowns
in Highland glens.

Clad in uniforms of
studded leather jackets, deco-
rated with swastikas,
"Angels" from

the
laconw andLeeds. invaded Aberfoyle,

Arrochar Oban in their
ownform of rally.

Police forces were warned of.
their gathering but there were
no renorts of trouble.And last night a policespokesman said: "They seem to
have split up.
about

There are only
eight left heading for

Dunoon. '

River move
by Sikhs
Sikhs in the West Midlands
are to approach river authori-
ties: for permission tohold
٢.٦٥٣ ١ ٨٥ram٨٨١٥٢ ٠٣١٢١٥٢
bnaks followed by the disposal
of ashes in river waters.

Britain on show
HANOVER: Britain will send
the largest number of foreign
exhibitors-283_in
fair this weak.

the
The

trade
fairisWest Corman's #chot window

of industrial progress.
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BehindMustafa
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machine-guns,
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Mustafa said the
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o٣٥٥٦ shock nonncommander is killbad effect ٣٦٥١An Israeli Army
said ٠٢٦٥ ٦.٥٨a١٥٢٠which the terrorist
٥٧٥Q ٧٬٦٥٥٣ hitIsraeli Air Force.
@ Arab
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Golan fire inHeights,
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Headache pills
for kidnappers

HEADACHE
even

pills ware night
٢hم٦

when
Herrema ex-member' of the Republic

kidnap couple yesterday shot dead
the 13th day of the

complete
clothing Drand various individual items

the kidnappers
Mrhisovite

suonited.. said a police
spokesman

Sand haos wthhor
the chest a

wooden. poles and.
oganddied as

instar
person. tomaterial were taken into the

sround Hoor the
Pro-visional IRA started attacking

in Monasterevin,siege members
butClub. of Republican

was no
the softly softlyend the Official IRA.political wing of

Police
throushou"continuing

"said therg ial Mrbeen
Malachy McGurran.

chairmanufster:the Republican
said

the day' seeds of
Torces the kid-

hatred have beendeep theSarep C
nanners. But there hadsheen they haveno change in relationship

Belfast beenwell watorons hu blood
between

pokesman
Information:

partiese, had of theand tears of innocent victims
said rovisional's pogrom."

n0otti reports the Republi-
Mr Felix van Raalte. the headquarters
h ambassador, was ready
diate

murder bids were mademore of theirwhile. the IRA gang mem Dersyesterday-one in New Lodge
raging thethe other in short Strand.NoBelfast nne was injured in either

nother victim last- incident.

Is close on Monday

English doctors
startbe- of closures farcasualties

actors'
pressurs will

concerned.

There hugeon Aun Dulanc ser-

in ACes It will mean a transfer
aid services to hosnitals which

will remain open.
Dr Sakalo claimed" "We

have been told about a meet.
ing with Social Services
retar MrsCastle last

Sec-

davShetold our negotiators
would nreter to seoalth Service collapse

the
thanthe junior doctors."

BBC view
ADCASTING founda-
uldbeset -un to
TVIchannel run
nal

andradio network
Govern-

head. the BBC

le house to
the smoke
oking that
anywhere

units

RAF Lossiemouth
helicopter winchman
carried
defyi

death-
in CCoolins during the summer

nas nad …nic braveryrecognised.
Signallerwhose nas Jim

parents
been

congratulated

PirOtSIOT
Signallwhich

On July 17
helicopter of No 202 Squad-

thelish
timber, nure eno

climber GeorgeY coman (21), from Taunton
was lying stranded

on a ledge more than 1000rt
the Sron na Ciche peak

rocky overhang pre-vented the helicopter fromgetting close
climber masternamer using She
helicopter winchpendulum, swung hinself

on tto the20ft. below the climber.
Then, detaching himselfsafety ofvinch ignoring

near-vertica drop
the

below
ne manaden tol push a

streicher the cliff-face
to where the injured manwas lying.

'MAGNIFICENT'
The helicopter, navigated

byFlt.-Lt. Bill Gault. hadalready had to jettison fuelcontinue hovering andthis cuc the-rescuedown to a maximum time
of20minutes.

To get the injured manoff cliff,
naller Clark Master Sig-

had to attachan extra 120ft. ofropetohe helicopter's normal 55ft
winch - thus allowing both
menmatter terrain towerelowered
were winched into the heli-
copter.

The AFC award citation
praises Master Signaller
Clark for his "skill, courage

selfless determination
tosucceed" and his "cool-
nessand ingenuity underextremely difficult condi-
tions."

It adds: "His magnificent
example in the face of great
personal danger waskeeping with thehighest
traditions of the Service.

Winchman Clark whoalready holds the Air Force
Medal, awarded for his in-
struction and trainingability-is one of the RAF's
most experienced winch-
men, having taken part inaround 200 rescues.

His parents, Mr and MrsJames Clark, live in a cot-
tage at Gordon Castle,
Fochabers, where his father
is a gardener.

Jim, a married man with
two young children, lives at
Hopeman.

warning ..,that's the forotast
for today

by Yard
chief

See page 9
LIGHT - UP: 1648 - 0654

OWNERS of large cars with
distinctive
were warned

their

CASTIGATE'S SELECTION
NOUL MENORY

VaThe came 3, lersolicitor Mr Richard 4 year-ol

ad a miraculous escape

registration
Police warned that morethis terrorist attack

was expected.
Yesterday's blast.London's

na uent
Archi nutried

squate theexclusive Cor
Marble

Mercedes
no the all

1 Charniesupside down
by sus sated

hisbelt for a time. but escaped
with only a fractured leg
cuts and brtitendlast
lactory.

night
His

Police believe
campaign

FRANCO SURVIVES
OPERATION

Gen. Franco (82) survived
operation last night to stop
serious stamach haemorrhage.

WnIC
Petablishment

soy Kabershon.Chief Com-
Charnley who

as The
in Londonaid yesterda:

the oncMr Hugh
Holland Parkweek, killing a top cancer

anyone parking
vernigh their can

check
central London

efore driving underunacineatn
ne sale.

nnaughmonths ago. Ma uare
Gorst Three

Middle Class Assed with.dosociated wit thi

Peterhead talk
RECTOR Fix-the-Ball
luceting o prizes

Consolation

AN
Funds boost

AFTERNOON teasored SponPeterhead Rotary
and Inner Wheel Clubs in the
Talara Hotel SaturdayFalsed es for thei solarand
Lonely fund.

prize

which must b
with a chance ol

jackpot, now standing al
£2000.

Your entry coupon is on

Ised cars
This weeks best buys

Aberdeen
Menzies Road Tel52206

CORTINA 1600L 1973, 1 owner.
Sapphire Blue 'L' ..... ..... Now £1050.

nvernessHarbour Road Tel 38001
CORTINA 2000E, 1974, 18,000 miles,
Sebring Red/Tan interior.
Was £ 1795 ....................for £1695.

Buckie
High Street Tel 32321

VAUXHALL VIVA DE-LUXE, 4 Door,
1974. Green/Tan, £1265..for £1125.

Banff
Bridge Road Tel 2673

MINI 1000, 1974, Burgandy/Ruby
£1225 .... ....for £1135.
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Hopeman hero tells the story
behind his 'Man of the Year' award

MASTER Signaller Jim Clark is in his mid-30s,
lives with his wife and two children in the Moray

village of Hopeman and is honoured to have been
chosen as one of Britain's "Men of the Year."

At the recentbanquet
London the

British Council for the Re-habilitation of the Disabled,
Jim rubbed shoulders with
the 11 other men of

Among them wero Special
Air Service soldiers who
had climbed Mount Everest

bomb disposal
attached to the

expert
Metropoli-

an Polico and the severely
handicapped survivor of an
accident who is doingwork for the disabled.

Winchman
When

organise
the BCRD, "he
the theyear awards foror Courage

and achievement," asked
the Royal Air Force for its
nomination. Jim, ahelicop-
ter winchman with "D"
Flight of 202 Squadron at

Lossiemouth. was
chosen by theUnder Secre-
tary for the RAF.

This choice was madeafter Jim had been awarded
HAPSAir Force

highest
Cross, thepeacetime

decoration, for his part in
the rescue climber
from the Cuilling of Skye in
the summer of last year.

This rescue was one of
many Jim has taken part in,
while dangling
end of a from theWhirlwind hell-
copter's winch cable. But it
was the way in which he did
his job on a dangerous elift
facethat earned him the
recognition.

A party of three climbers
were attempting a route on
the rugged and steep Cuil-
lins when their leader
strayed on to more difficult
rock and. at about 1000
feet, fell off. Although held
by his rone. the leader had
been badly hurt.

When
piloted bythe .,hheliconter.

Flight's

commanding officer. Fit Lt
Geoff Leeming, arrived,
Jim was lowered with
lightweight stretcher. "The
climber was on small
ledge with some members
of Skyo Mountain
Team beside

him Rescue
said

Jim. "At that point
couldn't see how we could
tackle the whole thing.

"Then the helicopter
went out a bit and we got
aswing on the cable. ie
encouraged this swing and
I came in and got a touch
of the rock-

but it wastoo smooth so we had to go
out for another try."

When Jim eventually
made a landing on the

rock he detached himself
from the safe link of the
cable and. wearingsmooth - soled aircrew
boots and pushing the

By Alan Forbes

A cliff
hanger!

stretcher, he set off on his
first sar.ous rock climb. "I
have only done a bit of
hillwalking.
remarks.

Radioed
He went on: "I got un ti

he ledge and found it was
just bie enough for me and
rescue team members to
roll the climber on to the
stretcher. I then radioed
the pilot and asked for a
rope to be attached to the
end of the winch cable
(giving a total 180 feetlenath). This was done and
the Skye team leader, Jerry
Akrovd whohadbelaved
himself to the rock,wasable to lean out and catch
the rope.

"I tiedmyself and the
stretcher on to the rope

and double-checked every.
thing, because could see
We would be taken off 1000
feet up and flown some dis.
tance through the airbefore we could be landed
in the coire.

"I can remember after
wewere liftedoff, how
quiet everything was... it
was a beautiful summer
evening and the stretch in
the rope put the helicopter
200 feet above us. I was
able to chat to the fellow in
the stretcher but don'tthink he was really able to
say much."

Another vivia memory
Jim has of the rescue is of
the injured climber's mates
standing on the rock face
directlyabove the helicop.
ter's rotor blades.

"One of them had
camera round his neck. He
could have got a fantastic

I RA
RES

picture looking down on
top of the helicopter as it
hovered close to bers rock.
But the climbers had
knocked off a boulder theywould have hacked us off."

Dangers
The fagsed peaks of thel

Cuillins provide excep-
Ional dangers for airborne

rescuers. Te remarks "T
suppose Skye jobs are themost difficult, because they
are the ones where. I use
the most nervous enerzy.'

Jim has taken partother rescues insince then,
although this year has
been not'too busy" for him.He also serves part-timewith Lossiemouth Coast.
guards.

He and his Jean.
are parents

wife, Jean,
(13) and Andrew- (10). His

parents, Mr and NirsJames Clark. live in'a cot-
tage at Gordon Castle,
Fochabers. where his
father is a gardener.

"I suppose you could call
himan itinerant gardener,
really." said Jim, "He was
bornin Nairn. Ibut duringthe time I went to school
we lived in places such as
Lanarkshire, Golspie,
Forres, Elgin.
Drumlithiel

Alness, mess.
andMy parents are retiring toNairn next year."

Jim joined the RAF in
1955. worked on Shackle-
tons until 1964 when he
switched to Whirlwinds.
He will leave the service in
1992 whenhe is 52 "So1992 when he iorward to a
few years on rescue chop-
pers and solong as I keen
reasonably. fit. there should
be no chance of me being
dockchound "
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