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THEY'RE OFF.

They are the men who risk their own lives to save others from certain death.
television series, Rescue, tracks a year in the life of one of Britain's most active

OUR HEROES

The yellow helicopter thundering overhead
is a familiar sight in Lossiemouth and one
that many locals have had cause to be
grateful for. Based at the RAF site on the
north-east coast of Scotland, 202 Squad-
ron is one of the busiest Search and
Rescue units in Britain. The men workina
there devote themselves to savina lives
and have to deal with harsh weather, treach-
erous mountains and an anarv sea.

BACK HOME

While the crews are on duty, being called out
to this kind of emeraency. their wives often
wait anxiouslv at home. Maureen Paiint-
ney's husband, Bob, is one of the winchmen,
and from her home near the base she can
watch the heliconters take off when the
alarm sounds. "You'd often rathar nnt
think about what they're doing, ~ she admits
"I know that all the dangers are there, but you

mustn't let the worry take over your life.

50

DANGER...

A Mayday call comes over the radio. Every
year the crews rescue climbers, fishermen
and tourists from the rugaed countryside
and the ravages of the weather. But they

play down the danaders of the work they
do. "We certainly aren't heroes!" exclaims

Flight Lieutenant John Prince, a pilot on
hundreds of hazardous missions. "It's all a

ﬂuestion of experience. Eve%hinq is re-
earsed, so mistakes shouldn't happen.

IT'S OVER

As operations go, the rescuing of the two
bovs on the cliff was routine, with all the

usual risks the men are orepared for. Bill.

with the nratefiil thanks nf the lads
sits back exhausted as thev come into
land. for it could all have aone verv

wrong. Had they flown in too low, the boys
dgh I¥e

could have been swept into the sea by t
hlast. or smashed anainst the rocks as

thev were raised up to the heliconter.

SCRAMBLE!

When the scrambhle alarm soiinds the
crews race into action. never siire what
awaits them. They work 24-hour shifts,
maintaining a Sea King rescue helicopter
on 15-minute readiness. Each crew has
two pilots, a radar/winch operator and a
winchman. When they reach the scene, the
pilots can't see directlv below the heli-
copter, so winch operator Steve Griffin
gives them directions over the radio.

SAFE AND SOUND

Many others have reason to be grateful to
the Search and Rescue team, like Peter and
Stephen Bruce, whose fishing boat got into
trouble 100 miles off the Aberdeen coast.

The Budding Rose was taking in water, and
her pumps had failed. When 202 Squadron
arrived a Force 10 gale was blowing and the
fishermen were winched off the floundering

poeseehy < PEL Bl ISy FE LSt dging @



TO THE RESCUE!

arch and kes lee dary, the saran i geeds Preture leg. And ea ringem

TRAPPED

Down in Stonehaven, a little fishing village

eniith Aberdeen, coastauards have
spotted two lads trapped at the bottom of a
cliff. The incoming tide will soon cut them off,

but in the fierce waves no boat can get in to
lift them to safety. The Sea King hovers over

the scene and winchman Bill Payne is
lowered down on a line to where the boys

are trapped. His iob is to secure them into a
harness and get them lifted up to safety.

TUNING IN

When the crews touch down safely after a
rescue mission the relief felt bv their wives
and families is overwhelmina. When their

husbands are on standbv. .
Maureen, Stella Payne and Angie Redfearn

often find it easier to wait toaether for
news, tuning in to local radio reports. "They
tall 11e nat tn warrvy hiit when we're <ittina
at home on starmv niahts we can't heln it '

says Stella. "We support one another."

wivac lika

TERRIFIED

It turns out that the two lads, who are up in
Scotland on holiday, climbed around the
cliffs not realisina that thev would be
stranded when the tide came in. They are
cold and terrified. but so far unhurt. Rill
strans them into a rescue harness with
him one at a time, and agives a signal to
Steve up in the helicopter. The high wind
causes problems, but both are slowly
winched up towards the hovering Sea King.

FAMILY TIES

There is a real homely atmosphere at the
| ossiemotith hase. and all the men'e
families spend a lot of time there it's one
way of relieving some of the tension that
builds up. Angie Redfearn's husband, Paul,
has recently been promoted to Squadron
Leader and their two-year-old son, Stuart, is
very intrigued by his daddy's job. He loves to
sit in the cockpit of one of the Sea Kings,
being taught to fly by a real professional!

UP, UP AND AWAY

Once they are well above the crashing
waves, pilot John Prince manoeuvres the
helicopter so the lads can be set down safely
on ton of the cliffs. where their anxious
families are gathered waiting. Dazed and
frightened, they are nevertheless out of dan-
ger. Since the £2 million Sea Kings were in-
troduced in 1978, the unit has carried out
over 1,300 rescue missions. This is just
one more to add to the list of successes

JOB WELL DONE

Another tour of duty finished, the crew
hand over control of their magnificent
machines to the men on the next shift. The
24-hour period always brings a variety of
incidents, some perilous, others relatively
minor. But as he signs off at the end of the
day, each man can be proud of his part

in 202 Sauadron's Search and Rescue
missions. And those whose lives they've
saved will always call them heroes.

51
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