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1st . F l t I t H u g h Pierce. Flt Lt Graham Clark. MAIM E r i c Ainslie.
Flares were reported off F i l e y B r i g g - i t t u r n e d out t o b e a cobble with engine
failure a n d w e stood b y u n t i l t h e F i l e y Lifeboat arrived t o take her i n tow.

20th. F l t Lt H u g h Pierce. Flt It P a u l Longden. Master Nav R o n Dedmen. MAIM Eric Ainslie.

Rumour h a s i t t h a t t h i s intrepid birdman, one h a n g g l i d e r pilot, w a s do ing his
soaring a t n i g h t - possibly t o g i v e h i m t h e benefit o f t h e doubt it w a s the l a s t

of daylight. I n a n y e v e n t h e m a d e a r i g h t m e s s of i t a n d l a n d e d h e a v i l y enough

t o d o h i m s e l f cons iderable damage, s u c h t h a t o u r aviators roared o f f i n t h e dark
i n t o t h e h i l l s w e s t of S h e f fi l e d t o l i f t h i m to t h e nearest ambulance. P a u l went

along a s the e x t r a p a i r of eyes (he a l s o was d u t y authoriser!) .

21st• F l t I t P a u l Ongden. F l t I t A d r i a n Rule. Sgt Terry Williamson.

A Jet Provost ingested a b i r d , o f l a rg i sh variety one must assume, which pu t o u t h i s
engine, whereupon h e took t o t h e Martin Baker Let Down wi th h i s student, and w i t h i n
a v e r y short t i m e h a d been picked u p a n d taken t o Catterick a f t e r a s h o r t s t o p t o pick
u p the SMO a t Leeming. T h e incident w a s close to M a l l a m Tarn.

24th. F l t L t H u g h Pierce. F l t Lt Paul Longden. F l t Lt A d r i a n Rule. S g t T e r r y Williamson.
Pau l acted a s another pair of eyes a g a i n when 'Night rider' Hugh s e t off t o t a k e a pump
t o the FV J e n Peters, taking water about 60 mi les out. A ve ry e f fi c i e n t operation
t h i s turned o u t t o be - other t h a n t h e fact that t h e SYKES pump y e t a g a i n refused t o

cooperate. Fortunately another boat in t h e area h a d a pump to d o t h e work.



Hang glider pilot
hurt in 50ft fall

AN investigation is to be crashed, has been taken
h e l d in to a hang gliding to Buxton police station
a c c i d e n t i n N o r t h to await investigation by
s h i r e in which a m a n the British Hang Gliding
was badly injured Assoc i a t i on .

Harvey Cammack
member of the Sheffield

* Ambulancemen and
P e a k Pa rk Rangers

Hang Gliding Club, suf- c a r r i e d c o m p u t e r
fered pelvis, thigh and e n g i n e e r I a n
i n t e r n a l injuries after aged 34,

Cowan,
o f Dawlish

falling about 5 0 feet at Avenue,
Lord's

Stafford, from
Seat, Rushup Froggatt Edge in North

Edge, Edale. Derbyshire after he suf-
He was airlifted from fered a suspected broken

the hillside by an RAF ankle when he slipped
rescue helicopter and was near a climb called The
this afternoon described Pinnacle. 21- 11-83
as "serious but stable" in * F i r e m e n a n d ambu-
t h e Roya l H a l l a m s h i r e lancemen helped rescue a
Hospital, Sheffield hiker who had sunk up to

P o l i c e s a i d the acc iden t his hips in a bog o n a

happened as Mr. Cam- moor off the Snake Pass.
mack, aged 30, of Stain-
dale Road, Scun tho rpe ,
was t a k i n g o f f f o r h i s

second flight yesterday
afternoon.

He appeared to fail to
c l i p h i m s e l f o n t o t h e g l i -

der and clung o n f o r

several seconds but fell,
landing on the steep hill-
side.

Scrambled
Emergency s e r v i c e s

including a m o u n t a i n
r e s c u e t e a m and an
a m b u l a n c e crew were
cal led to the scene and the
injured m a n
remained

who
c o n s c i o u s

w a s t e n d e d a s a Wessex
helicopter of 22 Squa-
dron was scrambled from
i t s base at Leconfield,
North Humberside.

The glider, which
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RAF PAIR IN
MOORS CRASH
QUESTIONED

The pilot and co-pilot of an
RAF j e t t ra iner who "ditched"
over remote moorland in North
Yorkshire were b e i n g i n t e r -

viewed by senior officers last
n i g h t .

The Ministry of Defence con-
firmed that the jet Provost
w a s a r o u t i n e training
flight when it crashed about
s i x miles from Ingleton. The
crew parachuted to safety and
w e r e p i c k e d u p by a helicopter
from t h e i r base. at RAF
Leaming about 40 miles away.

No one was injured and n o
oivilian property was affected.
The Ministry stressed that they
were not connected with con-
troversial low-level r u n s prac-
tised over the moors, and sa id :

" A court of inqu i ry has been
set up to investigate this."
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Leconfield helicopter rescuers notch up 100 scrambles this year

M i l e s t o n e f o r
mercy fl ie r s
N RAF search and rescue
q u a d r o n h a s c h a l k e d u p a

the Humber light vessel, 38 miles
o u t a t sea .

milestone in m e r c y mis s ions . T h e winchman, Sgt. Terry
Williamson, was lowered t o t h eFor the first t i m e since 202 deck , as t h e p i lo t , F l . Lt. Hughq u a d r o n started operating t h e Pierce and Master Navigator Ron

e r v i c e f r o m Leconfield, n e a r Dedmen, held the helicopter overe v e r l e y , i n 1957, i t s h e l i c o p t e r s the s h i p ' s deck.ave scrambled a hundred times M s . Viitanen was lifted aboard
1 a y e a r . and flown to Hull Royal InfirmaryThe latest rescue happened late w h e r e , l a s t n i g h t , s h e w a s s a i d t o
n s u n d a y . be sat isfactory.ca l l f r o m t h e r e s c u e c o - W i t h i n 99 m i n u t e s o f b e i n grdination centre at Pitrievie in a l e r t e d , t h e We s s e x a n d i t s c r e w
c o t l a n d s c r a m b l e d o n e o f w e r e b a c k a t b a s e .
econfield 's two Wessex helicop- S i n c e t h e flight was formed,
ers a n d i ts t h r e e - m a n c r e w.

T h e F i n n i s h supertanker
Leconfield helicopters h a v e res-
ponded to 2,237 scrambles and

inney h a d r a d i o e d that, Ms.
l a r i n a Vi i t a n e n , 24, w h o w o r k s in

have rescued 1,478 people.

ne engine room, had suspected
T h e c r e w s ' t a s k iS highly

demanding and requi res constant
ppendicitis. training t o enable them to retain

The tanker, which was o n i t s
ay f r o m

lotterdam,
I m m i n g h a m to

t h e i r h i g h e s t l e v e l o f e ffic iency.
W h e n f o u n d e d , t h e r e s c u e t e a m

w a s i n t e r c e p t e d n e a r u s e d B r i s t o l S y c a m o r e he l icop te rs .

These w e r e r e p l a c e d by
Whirlwinds th ree yea r s later. The
p r e s e n t We s s e x m a c h i n e s w e r e
introduced in August, 1981, and
h a v e b e c o m e a f a m i l a r s i g h t o v e r
East Yorkshire.

Leconfield is one of nine search
a n d r e s c u e flights s c a t t e r e d
t h r o u g h o u t t h e B r i t i s h I s l e s a n d it
c o v e r s a n a r e a b o u n d e d by
Te e s s i d e , L a n c a s t e r , B i r m i n g h a m
and the Wash, and up to 120 miles
out over the Nor th Sea.

T h e u n i t ' s main role is to assist
aircraft in distress but, in reality,
the majority of work is in support
of civilian organ isa t ions such as
coastguards, m o u n t a i n rescue ser-
v I c e s , the lifeboats, the merchant
and fishing fleets, and the police
a n d a m b u l a n c e s e r v i c e s .

T h e fl i g h t h a s 46 p e r s o n n e l ,
comprising 11 a i r c r e w a n d
g r o u n d crew.
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FLYING HIGH: Winchman Terry Wil l iamson gets hoisted by Master Navigator Ron Dedi
pilot Fl. Lt. Hugh Pierce, while members of the ground crew, from left to right, Cpl. Kevi
Buchanan and Cpl. Chris Haines, look on at Leconfield yesterday.
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