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The Officer Commanding and Mombors

No. 202 Squadron

request the pleasure of the company of

on the occasion of

Tho Fresontalion of the Squadhon Standard

by Air Chief Marshal Sir Douglas 6. S. Evill, CAR. KCB. DSC, AFC.

at Royal Sir Forco, Allergrove
Friday, 6lh Soptomber, 1957 al 1130 hours.

R.S.V.P.-Officer Commanding.
No. 202 Squadron.
Service Dress or Lounge Siiits Royal Air Force. Aldergrove,
Formal Lunch Officers Mess. Co. Antrim, Northern Ireland

Invitation Card for the Presentation of

The Squadron Standard.
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in fact, examination of the records of the television broadcasts showed that
what might be taken as apologies were made on May 7, 9, 14, 16, 22 and 29.
Certainly that is rather a large number.

apology: "Eastern and central districts had ratR¥HRFLE8GHARPNG: Hagasdsithe
last night..." and that is an admission of a relatively minor error. To address
an audience of millions and convey the impression it is desired to convey is a
tricky business. The forecaster on television sets himself the task of putting his
audience in the same position as himself as regards knowledge of current and
expected weather. If his task were perfectly performed so that his audience
envisaged the probabilities as he does himself there would be no need for apologies.
However, nothing is more irritating to the intelligent listener when, and if, a
gross forecasting error has been made than for the forecaster blandly to carry
on as though no error had been made. It is a concession to the intelligence and
interest of the audience that efforts are made from time to time to explain the
causes of error. But this must be done very carefully in order to avoid confusing
the audience. In assessing the merits of the television forecast it is essential to
remember that an absolute time limit of three minutes is imposed on the fore-
caster. Obviously if too much of this very brief period were given up to explana-
tions the audience tuned in to receive a forecast might well be confused.

The forecasts given on television are for all practical purposes identical with
those broadcast by the B.B.C. on sound radio at 5-55 p.m.
television forecasts cover the period from 8 a.m. to midnight tomémrgwirveiiike the
the 5-55 p.m. sound broadcasts on the B.B.C. cover the period of 24 hours from
6 p.m. In fact, however, the television forecaster can hardly escape mentioning
any important phenomenon, such as frost or fog, which may be expected during
the night. It is reasonable then to suggest that any checking or verification of the
5-55 p.m. forecast broadcast by the B.B.C. would be equivalent to checking or
verifying the television forecast broadcast in the early evening.
years, from November 1954 onwards, two subjective methods wefeQis@dab two
obtain a general indication of user reaction. In the first a number of geograph-
ically representative schools, scattered throughout the British Isles, was asked to
listen daily to the forecasts broadcast by the B.B.C. (sound only) in respect of
their area and to assess them either as "mainly right" or "mainly wrong", on
the basis of the actual weather subsequently experienced. Over the period from

May 1956, inclusive, average figures for all schools show that out of 100 fore-
casts, go were "mainly right"

A parallel scheme of slightly more rigorous kind consisted of having assess-
ments made on the same forecasts by meteorological offices distributed over
the British Isles so that at least one was in each B.B.C. region. In other words,
on each B.B.C. regional forecast broadcast at 5-55 p.m. there was at least one
report by Metcorological Office staff in the appropriate region. The forecasts
were checked under four headings: (i) wind, (ii) weather, (iii) state of sky and
(iv) temperature, and certain criteria were agreed where checking was not

merely a matter of comparing an actual with a forecast reading.
of each clement was assessed as good, indifferent, or bad with marks Zha, fargcast

o respectively. A good forecast of all four elements would thus carn the maximum
mark of 8. For the fourteen months from November 1955 to December 1956
the average score was 6-1 or 76 per cent, the lowest being 5¢7 or 71 per cent
in September 1956 and the highest 6+4 or 80 per cent. in November 1956.
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No. 202 SQUADRON

ROYAL AIR FORCE

CONSECRATION

and

PRESENTATION

nf thno

SOUADRON STANDARD

Reviewing Officer :

Air Chief Ma&s@gl%&@%@ﬁég S. EVILL..

ALDERGROVE 6th SEPTEMBER, 1957



WEATHER FLIGHT
WITH COASTAL
COMMAND

The Atlantic flights from Aldergrove in
Northern Ireland take place four times a
week, mostly over a distance qf 5

out
1,000 miles. Beside the pilot in { e
Hastings aircraft is a meteorological

observer. Flights are made at approxi-

matelv 1,500 feet, where the worst
weather generally occurs.

Extract fron "The Times" dated 28th December, 1957.
The Canptain on this fliaht was the Sauadron

Commander, Squadron Leader C.A. Sullings, A. F.C.,

AHASTINGS SETS OUT OVER LOUGH ERNE AT DAWN.



0.C., No. 202 Squadion. (Coe p. 379).

M.O. 626

THE
METEOROLOGICAL

MAGAZINE

December 1957 No. 1,026, Vol. 86

Price 2s. 3d. Net.

Presentation of the Squadron Standard.
See page 379 and 2 Photographs in

centre pages.



Air Chief Marshal Sir Douglas C.S. Evill accompanied by the Station

Commander Group Captain R.H.C. Buwell, O.B.E., D.F.O,, and the .
Squadron Commander Squadron leader C.A. Sullings, A.F.C., inspeoting

the Parade before the Presentation.

Another view of the inspection. This photoaraph includes Flight
lietitenant \W..1. \A/illianc



Pilot Officer R.J. Woodley receiving the Standard.

Air Chief Marshal Sir Douglas C. S.Evill taking the salute.



Prior to the march-past. Photograph includes,No. 5 Regional
Band, Royal Air Force, Flight Sergeant H. Walters Pilot
Officer R.J. Woodley,

Franklin and Flight Lleutéﬁiﬁf@@ RRcyitaflight Sergeant J. 1.

The actual march-past.



Air Chief Marshal Sir Douglas C.S. Evill taking the salute.
Photograph includes, Rev. A Guthrie, Lt. General Sir Brian
Kinmins,G. 0.C., N. I.D., Squadron Leader R Kingsley-Brown and

Blight Officer K.M. Jones.



Standard presented to "Met"
squadron at Aldergrove

IMPRESSIVE R.A.F. CEREMONY

Royal recognition of the achievements of No. 202
Squadron, the only squadron in the R.A.F. engaged almost

exclusively on meteorological work, was given yesterday
when, at an impressive ceremony in a vast hangar at
Aldergrove Aerodrome, a new!
standard approved by the Queen,

was presented to the squadron.
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troduced by King George VI, are until 1918, and again, significantly,
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202 Sguadron hac had 22 - - 0204
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Chief Marshal Ser'V' Doualas Fhill nQ:ﬂghsnl r‘nnfrlﬁuﬂnnd A dﬂ ” d|
varied Service. he said. and calle:
who wargI its domma'\rlldlng gfflcer |nn parvice, he said. and callec
R.N.A.S. Al'rhnnnhf rmed in endurance. Tha award ~f tha
1914, the sauadron hasqwnd onlv 33 stanc?ard set the seal on that dis-
veara! hecanse nf two tinauished recard  fAw wasg
nerinds nf dichandment fallnwinn recnnnitinn hv the Onlieen Af car-
the It wine va farmad ViCes rendered inthe ---« —-4 -
\Kﬂerqrove in October, 1946 exnression of her confidence in thp
,),,,,49,1,1,:,,1 ~ne More rolé-lona future of the sauadron.
s~~~ Mmeteorological reconnais- At the conclusion of the parade
sance-to the several others in its the new standard was escorted to

vagedicAISFS parade, at which the ho[r}segﬁlcers mess. where it will be

Extract fron the "Northern Whig"

dated 7th September, 1957.

Standard for Aldergrove Squadron

Air Chief Marshal Sir Douglas Evill speaking e
W standard, presented to fm fommtan
RS el RPETEEoR L ..ReChAapgm in- Chlef(Alho dedrcat %Qh%gta%rga )and?
uthrie

Pilot Oficer R. J. Woodley p’ﬁ?ff‘m‘i thrRelnew standard from

dav thn a

ST_ANDARD FRESENTATlON. — Air
Ehief Marshab¥ G ongigs Dsmotndl

202 Sq(r:Jadron (Sgn. Ldr. C.
Sullings, AJF.C.) prior to presenting the

Standard at
September 6. N't:ezwéoFf(A (Iedgrr I’eon\{gtion

appeared in our issue of August 16.

An Aldergrove Ceremony
ON September 6 in weather similar to that into which it flies
whenen ags ed on its regular "Bismuth" flights over the
Atlantic, No. 202"Squadron was presented with its tandard by
Air Chief Marshal Sir Douglas Evill, G.B.E.. K.C.B.,D.S.C
A.F.C.. atits parent station, Aldergrove.  tpe ceremony took
place before some 160 guests in one of the big hangars and the

consectration service prior to the presentation was conducted
by the Rev. Canon A. S. Giles, C.B.E., Chaplain-in-Chief of

the Royal Air Force. No. 5 Regional Band of the R.A.F, was
in attendance.

Nn 202 Squadron was first formed as No. 2 Squadron
R.N.A.S., at Eastchurch on October 17, 1914, and taking into

- i f dj followi the t
World Wars hagechn%?e?edj }ﬂaeggrsng SteR/I]COéIY g :Sns u:\d\rlg'rr\

Commander D. C. S. Evill, the Air Chief Marshal was its segond
commandina officer in March. 1916.

In his speech after the presentation he recalled the two main
réles carried out by the Squadron in the two wars, the first
being the patrol of the Channel approaches, using
ranaina from the carlv Avros to the relativelv advanced D.H.4s
and 9s, and the second the Gibraltar approaches with Catalinas
and Sunderlands and Swordfish.

Since October, 1946, the Squadron has added one more role
to its varied career-lona-range metcorological reconnaissance
and is at present the only R.A.F. squadron engaged in this
snecialized and productive work, It is now equipped with
modified Hastings transport aircraft with which it is able to

perform a secondarv trangoort duty.
Commanded by Sgn. Ldr. C. A. Sulllngs A.F.C., itis proud

nf itgpart in the meteorological forecasting system of the

British Isles, in which it is now an integral link. In meetina
the requirements of the Central Forecasting Office, long flights

into the areas of the worst weather are called for, frequently
involving many hours of "actual" under the most exacting

con itions.
er the Parade the Squadron entertained its many guests
to Iuncheon in the Oflicers' Mess, and the toast to the Squadron,
with which was coupled the name of Sir Douglas Evill, was
proposed by the A.O.C.-in-C. Coastal Command, Air Marshal
Bryan Reynolds, K.C.B.. C.B.E., to which Sir Douglas

renlied.R.C.P.

airrraft

Extract fron the "Aeroplane”

dated 20th September, 1957.



MARCH-PAST AFTER ALDERGROVE CEREMONY
-CONSECRATION OF SQUADRON STANDARD

202 Squadron. Royal Air force, marching past one of their Hustings aircralt atter the coesecration
and presentation of the new squadron standard at Aldergiove. It marks oufstanding operations
during 25 years' service- Story Poge Seven.

Extracts from the "Northern Whig"
and "Belfast Telegraph" dated
7th September, 1957.

Air Chief Marshal Sir Douglas
C. S. Evill handing over the new
standard ¢~ Pilnt-Officer R.
Woodley, 202 Saquadron, R.A.F.,
durina todav's ceremonv  at
Aldergrove.

Woodlev nrandly_hears the
2 Sauadr/%n

Marchal Gjr Douglas

Eyill RAF i
derghibe RAE, statiog,
outstandina

operatiens  durina
Standard

naraded

matanrnlnnieal used



SQUADRON 202 GETS ITS STANDARD

25 years' service marked

at colourful dedication
ceremony at Aldergrove

A STANDARD marking outstanding operations during 25 years'

service was presented to No. 202 Squadron, R.A.F. Coastal
Command, during a colourful and impressive ceremony at
Aldergrove to-day.

I'he squadron is actually 33 years
nld :
1t the nresentatin . L
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; Qir Douglas inspected the
squadron &6, in F9Y: walWatcreas SUadron prior to presenting the
hv the families ) standard. ~ The standard was ~nn.
and men, represeMidie8 Bt Qfficgrs secrated by Rev. CanonA. S. - Giles,
services, and also representatives of ~ Chaplain-in-Chief to the R.A.F
the United States and Venezuelan ~__ Aiferwards. — tha
Air Forces.

of
|

. cniiadran
arched past the reviewing officer,

number of former commanding Ynder Station - Commander,
officers of the squadron 9 Group Cantain R. H, C, Burwell
ccent Li | were also and  tha a.C 202 Squadron,
Rirvams, S8 RRAlpnisdRuan Sauadron-Leader ~  n " “sulings.
S The No. 5 Redional Band,
e Armv. and Sir Brian Reynolds.

AF.,
‘Coastal Command, nlaved thaR.A F. General galufe
among the guests,

was and the National Anthem.
- RECOGNITION
Sir Douglas Evill, addressing the

nar::rln-'g was due to be hﬁld out
of doors, but took place in"a hangar
because of bad weather-told the

. membhers: "Presentation
nf thic standard represents recog-
njtion bv Her Maiestv +hA Queen
of services rendered by the squad-
rqn in %hé: past, and an expression
of confidence in your loyalty and
endeavour in the future. )

"It is in addition a memorial to
those memhers nftha sauadron
who have aiven their lives in the
course of that service "

Sir Douglas said it was a proud
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FINE HISTORY

"Your squadron has a long and
fine historv.  From its early days
ac nart nf the Rnval  Naval Air
- . unru‘nceg-
tion of the R.A.F., No. 202 Squad-
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nnnnn At Aamnnin tha Aannteal AF thaa
Mediterranean in 1939 to 19%¥estern
" The hattle AFf thic
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achievements, as do the individual
decorations gained in the sauad-
ron durina both wars.
"Rt it is at least As imnartant
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en
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devotion to duty

a squadron ~+ Costal Command.”

SKILL

Sir Doualas

the past 10 vears on meteoroloaical
reconnaissance, which, he said, was

Extract from the "Belfast Telegraph"

dated 7th September, 1957.

The Officer Commanding and Officers
of No. 202 Squadron,

Royal Air Force, Aldergrove

rogquest the pleasure of the company of

to Cocktails in the Officers' Mess

Friday 6" September, 1951.

R.S. V.P.
Squadron Adjutant

Invitation Card for the Squadron

Cocktail Partye
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Ceremony climaxes a
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Alderarove RAF Station

("Belfast Telegraph" Reporter).

N the record books 1957 will go
down as the 'vear of vears
Alderarove station

eldom, - ¢ ~.  ~annne RAF

sase have received ecn manv
zonours in so short a time.

ygar A~ftriumphs will ha
imax in Belfast on Saturday.
vhen the station comman er,

Group Captain B _H. C. well.,

il receive the Freedom nhn

TN beha#~| r the derméh ov.

ha I ard Mavor, Alderman

Cecil McKee.

Th|< \AnII he ”"DfII'St time ~n

F eedom oPa cag?af%ﬁ'f/'\%% ﬂ'ﬁ"

hor‘\ou? of the ovent the Oueen s

Wl Rt g of he”
waitibe the Colour's  second
onthdYor in JTHEYNGEs paraded
rith full ceremony Alderarove
tha gccasion ~ftha Queen's
the station's third big event this
took nlace month 200
I aAsad ek arRsesiRELto
quadron in recognition of its out-

tandina. services durina  the 22
ears of its existence,

FIRST IN U.K.

ennined Hastinds ajreratt rinht
through the centre of the notorious
hurricane "carrie.’

It is the job of the 202 Squadron
nilots and their crews to brina back
the latest weather data and Flt.-Lt.
Dinnes considers achievement
to hevedoeen very much a mattar

THE 'R.S.M.’

Theflight throuah the 200-mile-
wide hurricane area was made ta
caollect information  vital +A~ tha
forecasters anr‘!' ix onlv comment

8[{'{' it was* "It was verv rouah

€sea was comnletely \I\hhltP
In fact | have never seen anything

lilba

Thero are few men at Alder-

record than Flt. Sgt John Pﬁrws co
femmn b~ chanlill Rogd, Belfast,
who joined the R.A. F In Decem-
ber, 1935, and who has more than
20 vears service des?(lto the fact
harl
street for ashort t|me aﬁer the
war Attached to 120 Squadron,
as - actha
"Sauadron R.S.M."
At the other end of the service
scale come the younger generat|on
Twvnical @ vear-old
Met. Sgt. John apmaln from nearby

rumlin, \whn joined service

These are not the onlvhonours only a year ago afier workina for
motbovin momen tha oy af Alder- some time as a civillan meteorolo-
roverecently: 120 Squadron held aist at Alderarove.  He chanaed his

he A|rd Whvte Trophy for bomb-
unnerv. nrofj r‘ ency
952- 53 anc{i‘ln 1956, and this year

rivilian  clothes fAr 1nifarm
honnnans b falt that the RAF
winuild provide  him with

wnn the Dunnlng TrODhV for experleeng:/‘evﬁnd better opportunltles

MCIeNcY 1~ anti-siihmarine

In the latest Coastal Command
Srnadranc! Eif2nianavy - Competition
120 headed all the United King-
dom sauadrons.

ere Iwen there
Ulstermen. Int all of tthem Were
at their jobs for in recent weeks
numher ~F practlce narades
hasbeen achi( duties of
nearly everyone, offlcers and me|

I act wwaal Aldergrove ajrcraft alke.

laved -~ .- important role in tha

But there have been few ram-

V.A.T.O.
roup.Capin eeerﬁ‘d &)Iamt sates are all determined

o-day Group Caot in Burwe|
his ta sav of their contribution:
"The whole ctatinn
fArt gpeond  nnne in Coastal
ommand. concentratmcl six weeks
\nnn intANj ng ? Rnth 20?2
nd 120 Squadrons Téw night and
lav at verv hinh pressure farthe
Lillduration of the exercise  and
2Nhas claimed three submarines
illed and two others siahted.
"Now we are concentrating or.
reparina for Saturday.
elves, as well as the whole R.A.F.,
consciqus of the honour
hat is being con erred upon us by
he city of Belfast.”

SINCE 1918

Since 4+ was firs
ring feld in 1918 Aldergrove has
lwavs had close links al-
as and other neighbouring towns
ave been treme dﬂue
es during the 39 year: E
|tat|0 S existence. 00!
m%grass takeofts have glven way
uge steel hangars and broad
farmac runwavs capable of hand-
Ilnlg tde MOSt ot min
0 dav it is one
bu5|est stations ;mqttl‘f QR|AF S
be of men on the stan
en |ke Ilghc?ht Eeut "Daddr
ilnt attach d
Squadron rhn Attache tn 202
Cavehill Recd, Belfast.
Ten days aao heearn%d ?f'ficial
recognition through firing his tour-

Saturday's ceremony an
ontstanding areacinn

it-Lieut. "Paddy" ﬂ S,
elfast, who recently flewt roligh
the centre of hurricane " Carne "
chocking ._: - ests
with Met- Serqeant John Captam

Belfast Freemen

Extract fron the "Belfast Telegraph"
prior to the Freedon of the Citv of

Belfast ceremony.



CITY AND COUNTY BOROUGH OF BELFAST

Conferment of the Freedom of the City

on the Royal Sir Force, Aldergrove
5th. October. 1957.

The Rt. Hon the Lord Mayor and Corporation
invite you to be present at the above-named beremon
at the City Kall, on Saturday, 5th Cotober, 1957.

at 1N-2N a m
THIS TICKET WILL ADMIT BEARER TO RESERVED AREA IN THE CITY HALL GROUNDS

GUESTS MUST BE SEATED NOT LATER THAN 10 A.M.
ENTRANCE BY DONEGALL SQUARE EAST.

Conferment of the
Freedom of the City on

The Royal Ain Force
Aldergrove

Luncheon

INNTHF CITY HAIl « RFI FAST
BY INVITATION OF

THE RT. HON. THE LORD MAYOR
AND CORPORATION OF BELFAST

5TH OCTOBER, 1957

Invitation Card and Luncheon Menu
used at the Freedom of the City of

Belfast.



BT 1Ry TR SRS PRSI Fhapdhneronas”
ofl- M.E. Stanloy,P1t.Off Woodley,PIt. Off Hepbum,PIt.

8ﬁg§%qoy,Vg-Oﬁ Jackson,l'g-Off Nioholas, ULt. *Lt Pearson, Mt.Lt.
V/11101m0,01t.leJookson,Ogdn.ldr Sullinge, Flt. It. Modownn, FIt. It.

Dimen, Vit.lt. Turnor,Vt lt«Bartlott, Vg-Off Stephenson, I'e-Off. Sharp,
VitelA lonos,Vg O&& Lawson and M.P. Radina.



Here Is the weather forecast

AWHOI F DAY RFFORF
IT HAPPENS

Today's weather conditions in Scotland will be
showery with bright intervals during the day-follow-
ina a niaht of rain  This was the picture built up last
night by the R.A.F. met. sortie over the Atlantic. They
saw an "occluded " front-that is a cold front which

nvertnnk a warm frant

CvDDECC

DLNTN 5z NEWRQ

By GORDON BEVERLEY

PHOTOGRAPHER Peter

Macvean and | have
Been today's weather 24
hniire hefare it reached
Scotland—250 pmilac A1t
over the Atlantic.

We flew there in an RAF
lniir-ennined Hastinas
manned v cAVAN-mMAan
crew of the onlv metanrn-
lnnical  squadron i tha

i enma
p ﬁprr\gcpimhn \unr\n 1;22

hoiicand: Af Aiw mllac P
Drowde information £~y thn

C.'s radio and television
weather broadcasts.

This is 202 Squadron and they
By on missions lasting up to n|ne
naire live dave a \Alonl{
weather conditions Crn Ald&
Trove, Northern Irelan

. X thece
sorties or "bismuths" as thev
aretermed to radio back vital

formation at req ular intervals
]imls is passed rom A,?jergrove.

which miles

%Ifast to Du stable. lﬁerks ire,
where It Is co ated with similar
Information from other sources.

Into hurricane

And so to the television screen
or the microphone and household
terms lilka depression

¥ Gales imminent areas
Lundy and Irich Seata

tha mat
exﬁ)_erts,
deliberately
which rmuhlp pynprtp

durina tha nt Hurricane
Camewhlch san th

train
H e h ve spent five davs
ying |nto the storm area as it
nl"h-nl\lﬂpw <trainht |n'rn tha
heart of |
~ h,frm was not 80 eventful

jQ Hiemmsian vhm—

. and . air-sea rescue
aircraft etanding -1~ _

Alderarave
It started foptiged zloog win
when we were along w

exnerts had decided
that tha sortie wniildi= -
Track rayo-—lnto the South-
A

At g am.tha l-lnchnﬁc tanl nff
with 38-vear old Londoner Fllu}flut
Lleutenant Eric Jackson at the

controls.  Reside hinm
nilnt Flinht | ieutenant Georae
("Tf iflv Turner

alesev

Behind them

stations aar i INEIL crew

leth (28)

Oxford: the flia

Sergeant John Huckle 120\
- .-~ the sianallers. Flight-
?eam Jack Franklin

outh: "5 Seraeant Mick
Furness (21), Hayes.

Bounced

Tha member-the
one who -~ mm i oo
nrominent narf in the nnpratmn
-waited tn take up his position.

IS was the observer.
Cmwmnnn * 1nhn Cantain N

<.lnhn Cantain tnnk

h|s pencn started to flick over
his charts as ne picked up hints
nf the - ~mshne tn s Tha
Hastinas hoyneed around and

SleDer Jackson (’naxpd the
After. nmhrhours and 1.500
miles flvina "behind "
Aldergrov\é\mggm inci Pnrﬁr?ff
«-- - John Captalnqlke e rest
of the crew relaxed

The seven-man erew outside their Hastings aircraft after landing on three engines (one
failed earlier) at Aldergrove, Northern Ireland.

Thev flew 1,500 mil t. tie. .
evilew miies on a met. sortie John Captain looks at the weather to come.

Extract from "Scottish Daily Express" dated 31st October, 1957.

High over the Atlantio... over a sea of clouds that will be  apove your head today .

.. observer



Honours: & Awards

In the Queen's Birthday Honours List on the 12th

June, 1958, Flying Officer R.J. STEPHUNSON

(650428) received the Queen's Commendation for

\/aliilahle Services in the Air
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A Fliaht to Spv out the

dth%M m%rqlockal Offices Contal Forecasring Station at Dunstable
I BECIonashire,  rhey come from ‘lone watchers of the skies' in
observation pous throughout Britain and in weather ships fae at sea, as
well as from other shifts- and ainers plying the pean routes along
which thore warm and cald front, centres of high and lew pressure, and
the other climatie inquences normally gnpalachour shores.

Signals are received too from ‘Radiosonde balloons desatcha? far
sato the upper atmosphere signals tapped out be no humon hand, but
dy delicate instruments, caried by the balloons, which register tempere»
ture, humidity. and barometrie pressure, and transmit the readings back
to earthe oughly on the same peinciple as the 'pleeps” of the Soutaik
Finalte.there are the sporad” weather flights' carried out every weekdas
by the R.A.F for the Met men by which, so to speak, the Met. Offive,
instead of waiting for the weather to come to us, or to our observers ou
land or sea, sends its own spies to search it our in its lair!

Therefight beson durina the exnnd warld war, when Britain's
weather, for the first time in our history, boame a State secret, and when
the same reasons of security which suspended the broadensting of weather
forecasts-and banned all topical iokes about our climate by radio

conedians imposed sileoce on all Allied shipe and 'planes crassine the
Atlantia Yet at that time reliable weather forecasts were more necessary

than ever to the planners of our war efforte especially to our air fordes,

And so, O/tou several times a day in those years, RAR 'lanes made
sorties far out over the Atlantic, where most of our weather originates
no and our what we had ermine to us in the immediate future in rain

OT K/1I0M. i i
Beyond SRS RISl Thih b BRI B AR R B T ElR e
These weather flights proved so helpful for accurate forecasting that

Weather . . . a sar renoek

ther were continued, on a more molest wale, in indietime.  Fjye morninas
a weck en aircraft o) Castel Command dies on weether ravanancance
Prom Alerarove in Northern Delands and it was on one of these Plichrs
that 7 was given the opportonity of walching our weather spies at work

Just atter seven am. | soined the aineral ciew in the  Met Office at
Alderarove for bretine ~ We stood defore a large map of the British Tales
and their Atlantie approaches. ~ Somethine with interestine poutilities,
it seemed, was happening in the Bay of Binay-something marked on
the map by an irrecular cirele This we were po so and "have a look at."
ahd send back wont of in  nrecent position. extent. and behavior A+
other times our Riaht miche have been towand leeland op the  Asires

Atfter briefine, we collectin? our equipment and crews, and cimied inte
the four-engined tastings. Qver the Tole of Man we fored woth and
flew at 1.500 feet until we were off St. David's lead Here was the aiva
of the great trianele, whose base ran parellet to the noith cuest of Spain,

and along whose thousand-mile perimeter we were to fly in search of our

Ouarrv- the weather that could de Britain's tomorrow

Sometimes we flew almost at sea level, sometimes, with erygen masks
adjusted, at 18,000 fret; and at every lever the readings and observations
enot temperature wind spneak cloud formations humiditv.
were being passed dr the Met, wheerver, in bis seat beside the pilot.
thawireless operator. and bv him radice lack to Alleranve The
navigator, in addition to his normal duties, was busy wah chart and
compass and dide-rule making the calculations, such as wind sort, which
anild not be read direet firan anv of the morer of dials and fastenents
which sarrounded him on all sides.  The Might caainee no eckotron te
his normal duties, plied us with nortee, sodwiches, ande somewhere oft
Finisterre with an excellent chicken lunch. We were antume of hours,
and had covernd over 1,900 miles by the time we returned to Aldergnive

EXTRACT Crem the"Radio Tines" dated 5th Auguat, 1950.

The Clight waa made en Jlat Maroh, 1958. It wan a
Bismuth "A" and the Captain wu Mit. It. W.T. DINNIN

Back in the forevastine iftie thaies 1 Avked apain nt oot miangular
route on the map; but now evere half inch of it was covered with Sieures
at combols reprecatina the information we had aathered etd on wanh
(with reivia from other oldervers) Donstable would has the  ataninn
forniest The tomasters were able to deduce that the  troiihle <ird
over the Bav of Basav was shorina-st no the east. and wes mie the
concern of Krance

That is not to say that the entrude of mir weather men kends othee

FOHAHESTEAR " MRV PEROR ARy RV E RRUthEsS

is a heartening example of international roperation, mhich
badaes even the harrier of the tron t bertain. Mane of those thermis
of menaaes received daite at unstable wich belv our weather men no
build on their complete picture irone from their opensite numbers in
countries all oree the world, and Momsmile sends theme is caformatio

and nharatinhe in tia



R.A.F. Coastal Command Hastings, Weather Patrol Alrcraft is a

four-enained machine. manned bv n Flf Ir

Dadrv Ninnac and rrow ratim fram  AtlantidPatrol. Oflen these

men flv thousands of miles in search of I'DUQh weath

Hastings crew is briefed by the met.  a¢finn. at RA. F 'Aldergrove,
some 15 miles from Belfast

Met. Officer p g, Stroud with the

radio

Radio-sonde balloons are released
every sir hours

36-ScornSH FiLD

Calibration in ~
Weather Watcher  compass
then radioed to the

rallhratian laiinch

balloon bursts,

met.
balloon. Once in the upper air the
equipment descends by {)aérlac ute

\Alaathar
\A A+~

TLIr

NtHlantin

UCCESSFUL weather forecasting is not
a question of reading barometers

and barographs e
" met" office. A deal of life and limb is
hazarded Aaihs . all-the-year-round
build-up of information for the men and
woen with the charts and instriments a
the Air Ministry's central weather forecasting
office at Dunstable.
information are nine ocean weather bases-
floatina  observatories-in Atlantin
cimnlamantad ke reports from No. 202
Squadron of the Royal Air Force's Coastal
Aammand wiha #h, fOUr-engined Hastings
aircraft from R.A.F. Aldergrove in Northern

PR SR

Tha main ennirrac nf

Five of the weather bases on our side of
the Atlantic are maintained bv the United
Kingdom, France, Netherlands and

Norway. .
bilitv of the United States with Canada
helping out at one station. The British fleet of
~~i.Weather Reporter, Weather Watcher,
Weather Observer and Weather Recorder,
manned largely by Scots, look after Stations
A I, Jand K, known;m Alpha.India
Juliett ?nd Kilo
a time from the Air Mlnlstry s weather ship
base at the Great Harbour, Greenock.

These little ships are out in the roughest

o-sonde  Watcher. Egch ship

fleet has a complement

Mai Nffirare Clowm and Qtrana nint

winds in the met. office of the Weather

of weatherall the vear round. They have

to contend with seas as high as 40-50 fect
with we.ee
Yet Captain A

‘ ArnacianalhA == Steaoino-

ea%lng 75 miles an hour.
W.ravd ~f~a mactar nf \Waathar
Reporter, has never mlssed one of the 83
voyages since the service began eleven years
aao. and verv lew readinas have been missed

in that time by any of the seven metcoro-
logical experts in each ship, although they

make no pretence to be men of the sea.  |n the
wildest weather they take their readings and
send out the radio-sonde balloons from the

rthA akin T e
pressure, temperature and humidity  of the
nnner-air at all heinhts 1in ta 00 0NN recr
uans civ nanire  S€a temperatures and other
surface observations are made every three
hours. sianalled back
immediately to Dunstable.

Aweather ship base is like a box, roughly
100 miles to each side. The vessel tries to
keep as near the centre of the hnv
possible. from sianalling  back
meteorological readings, thea ships provide
various navigational aids by radio to aircraft
in flight as well as air/sea rescue facilities.
They also carry out certain oceanographical
winrls far uarinnie 11 antharitine and haun

made many other experiments.

Weather information
radloed i not nnlv

Ahine And Airaraf

meteorology,

hi ll
others in the area

The Weather vyaigineror 24
where she may

P way to an Atlantic Statio

y
days at Greenock. (Below) An'RIMESEIRR S HRACE -21

Readings are signalled back to the

ship by the transmitter in the met.

balloons, and are later signalled 10
land stations

r Flawn, semar mat nfficar
takes readln s from the met sereen
on the Weather Watcher's bridge.
There are 7 met. experts on board

-+ radio-sonde balloon
goes overthe Weather Watcher

radio-sonde

by
order to provlde wind direction and
wind speed as various heights

AVOUST 1958-37



Photograph from the "Scottish Field" August 1958

Hastings "C" having a propeller change



captain of the aircraft was Squadron Leader C.L. Sullinga, L.F.C.,
retiring) to Gibraltar, 12th - 17th October, 1958. The
[.G. 622, on the occasion of his last visit (before
L.O.C. No 18 Group, taken at the controls of Hastings
A photograph of Air Vice Marshal P.D. Craoroft, C.B., A.F.C.,



The Trish Dews

AND BELFAST MORNING NEWS (101th Year)
(No. 28319 Estd. 1855 BELFAST, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 1959 2a4)

* AN "IRISH NEWS" REPORTER PAYS A VISIT
TO THE "MET" OFFICE AND SAYS ...

Weather Knows No

. « There is a lot more to the science of meteorology
than meets the eye. Apart from advising the public
F rn n 1- I ‘ ‘ r q on what the following day's weather will be like,
- - there is also a lot of sound. solid and important
work which never reaches the headlines.
I HAVE just seen at work an organisation whieh

forms part of one of the world*
of intematonal co-operation. S@@WWW%‘?AIdemr Vautold
. .. ltis atrue saying tom d

that weather knows no frontiers. o
It is_equally true that the men whose job it is
to study the weather make no distinctions as to race.

they acquire through that studyiation all ov
" Operation
nce squadron and the  Bismuth™

By far the most romantle of the 41

atlors Ihanl‘ﬁéVe EB“Eéhrr;e:agumts at Alderarove Mel Station .
e et « Consultant Service

e
recasts of the

T L e
is the re:

10 savac: WPHREIRUIOT S Heak sy
which never reaches the
The co when at ve describe
lond by eater of cool only about three Ibs. bulky, . caried on quietly ang
a bio it thai vian

To take off

0, be asked to advise o

easts can bet

Mr. R. Buchanan, senior Met. officer for N. Ireland, and Mr. S. Glassey,
experimental officer. at work on a weather man.

nportant: of vital importance to automatically, signals, observations! dense tor. Weather missions In

reat the roperas beine received

pruden on.

ransmitte
reward to the finder"

asitshead arters in Geneva.

Own " Language"

Mr. J. Il. Meeke (right) prepares to launch the hydrogen-filled weather
balloon, equipped with paper parachute and radar Sereen and radio Sonde

transmitter, held by Mr. S. Pollock, Radio Sonde officer (left).
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IN SEARCH OF TO-MORROW'S

througﬁrﬁ\réagouds at 18?1‘&%%? Its wav

WFEATHFR s

BV GEORGE A. HUNTER virtually sk|mm|ng the Atlantie at 200

"THERE should bea front of ante
cyclones, and the remains of 3
hurricane about here, said the meteor.
ological officer, pointing to a map of the
"Find out what it's all about.”

o to nPIT surface rendinae
. fooe
for high aticil L lo 18,000 feet

Atlantic.
e Tdout of B2 Shee to
nodded, filed out of the office to their -
When Years tavirwith ono - o T~ ~~iee hygrometer, TheWI Qotlh“ frost
four-enained  Hastings aircraft, came _ . Sera eant Ben crushin lid is husv
began their flight. ~ These eight joined the R.A.F from Manchester P ‘ \A/?fh sgqethvlatedwnh an
belong to No. 202 Squadron whose A%{i&%&l?g he returned to Czecho- qunaIIers Flight corneante N |NIrit] i s~
mission every day, with the exception ~ SIOVaki joined his own air Portsmou ﬂ o~ Mnefnf the instruments outside
Wednesdays and Sundays, is to i Pemrimict anien N 1948 h€, Castlev. of Relfast. aft. qivina it a utsi
with F\/Prv “""" Canch '"""‘ hnd Th ~--+ Imnortant  crew appea@ﬁ%
s as far as the weather is con- Anodd- |nstrument QUL IS ~ memnll sim
- mesh. stuck on

Aldergrove, near Belfast, to
like in, BN, QMK nninn +n "Even U Pk ee Cer edearre Meteorolog|cal Sergeants Vic
bring back is others, borrowed a prlv&e:‘%’i&%ﬁﬁid ﬁF I']< S,anm dormany, Mede r,qu Lh?f ou ded +l—mféjselaqe "
wesese o Peasan on v Scot. nr=sas=s ’ from hnffin'e aal
Britain fiover it will hn 3|spatched to Harwell.
rrr:easures rad|oact|V|tv

o
Inmr‘nllstatlon in th&YRM, including M.’-mtpr“ e e idway between
Russ death py rh? Anr?\(livana a, mh A\( lantic 1anv e u

sia,
. Aldergrpve is the only R.AF. Czech Communists-for the thn crinlinht WA had hraalfant valimtaare
in the United Kinadom from He wears two some t|me ago-salmon sandwiches and this the -year tour od R

P information

{eorolchaI

ada
andthe French Cr0|x de [ o~
mner ~£ them want

Ileged to be an extra crew member on Czech D.F.C."
Guerte, and has about two rows instruments umidity,
Ourskl:g)per is a Czech, I\I/Iaster Plot of nbbons which he does not wear temperatures cIoutPtypes yan 5?.%'(',%?1?5 Lo S A A
O™ Coastal Powet;RJOBristélivvhd Sﬁmeﬁﬂts-llre"”'““&]; e hese r-nnf‘lﬂ: begaﬁJse there are plentv of volunteers
Aann arp 0
Aldergrove £2000 in fuel alone for just
over

mﬁfpnrnlnnlrnl

lledstraiaht pack™
ougﬁatathewere otfwhdmﬂamﬂ sgiable one
nmh.mMeteoroﬁogucal Office and is t:he blggest

de--iust single item on its budaet,

naviaator

[P

Y- -
And an hic crand theR. 1 apan nf the world outsi

Second World War

Master Pilot Frank Radina, the skippery and Meteorological Sergeants Norman
Macleod (left) and Victor Markey, beins briefed by the senior meteorological
officer at Aldergrove, near Belfast, before setting out on the weather flight.

Set. Norman Macleod. from Stornowav. one of the two meteoroloaical experts in the operatina a frost-noint

hvarometer durina the flight.  bn wnnre an Aviran macl far ien ot hink Alitodas

An R.A.F. Hastings aircraft over the Atlantie on the flight from Belfast in search of to-morrow's weather.



Crew 4 on Ulster Television - 31at December, 1952

B L NN I8S L5 9E 29 k16 nSoh RipBBIfagigtistion.



Soldiers
rescued from

Ships, ‘plane, lfe-

search for
canceists

Belfast Lough

from
ook pact
desiropdderorid . seingto
naghiccr
corveties et Regiment
afigaadmoiders ahe
Hastipunchehe Dulaoidiers,

in three

canoes,
\were. Belfas
rescudd
from the

“Tough
ening-
w
water
s-of
Lough
roug

soldi

complet
ing con

near. seLame Louth
Lam t across
e Baddle from
)
3
)
B
y

Theyiayy spouptur
wergpus ed ne
aboy"** wo
e
milcy,
Off Eden

an,

clingin
I

A photoaraph of the crew concerned in the

From left to riaht:-
F.S. Sheehy; Flt.It Pearson(Capt.);

Fa.0ff.Cody; 9Sqt.Jones P.G.; FIt.It. Irwin;

Belfast Louah Rescue.

8th June, 195

cari
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Accompanying the Governor, who later
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Tho Officer Commanding and Membors of
No. 202 Squadron

request the pleasure of the company of

on the occasion of tho
Final Parado of the Squadron Stendard and Rovice
bay'l'ho

Sir Officer Commanding No. 18 Group, Air Vico-Mashal K. % Garsido

C.B.D.EC.. MA.

at Royal Sir Force, Aldergrave
on Frida, 141h Angust, 1964, at 11.30 hours

Service Dress or Lounge Suits. R.S.V.P.-Officer Commanding, No. 202 Squadron,
Formal Lunch Officers' Mess. Royal Air Force, Aldergrove.



cvanceics ALDERGROVE DEATH DUST WATCH ™
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Routine weather flights assume

a key role in fall-out check

By "Belfast Telegraph" Reporter, GRAHAM MoKENZIE.
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