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Major alert
follows

A COMMUNICATIgI)\I mix-
up on board a Danish fishing
boat sparked a major r-sea
rescue operation yesterdz@.

The emergency services were
alerted when the Peter Michael
failed to dock at Fraserburgh as
expected early yesterday.

Buckie lifeboat and a rescue

helicopter from RAF Lossie-
mouth were called ou

Ac -~ Coast ard
raisina Fraserburglﬁ‘l i wpr;:
the vessel was spotted ‘69*?9@
helicopter 45 miles north-east
of her intended destination.

said there el peer KRR
steeROFH tﬁ%gr&'é?nélﬂ'&'r\mg%

intA

instead
FraserburghI toniél up ice.

Thop,
reach Fraserburg‘ih l'il 3'6&1 m.
yesterday — nine hours late.

Angler stranded by
flash-flood is hooked

A NORTH farmer went fishina
yesterday — and found himself
dangling from the end of a line.
For Mr Norman Fraser was
marooned by a flash-food on a
River Findhorn island and had
to be winched off by an RAF
Lossiemouth helicopter.
Thathree-hour incident
bea nwhen Mr Fraser (37),
Newlands of Broomhill, Caw
waded throi -1
m%ﬁes of water to ?sf\ o an old”
trey stran(dJFd on midstream
rocks near ferness House.
_Falher -of-two N Ay Fraser.
still shaken from his ordeal,
said: "l was caught in a sudden
flood. The river rose about 3f.
in 30sec. and | was marooned.
«l tried to make a run for it,
but he water was too fast for

me. Bvthe time | h ard the
roanng [8) e water, was on

ﬁr Fraser was trapped 25 to
30yd from the bank and was

rai would rise
ﬁ her andPsweep him away.

The alarm was raised by his
brother-in-law, na» George
Phillios. farmer ~#Castle

Stewart, Dalcross.
Mr Fraser said: "George was

upstream and knew | was out in
midstream. When he saw the

* Mr Norman Fraser

by RAF Sea King

* NEIL MACPHAIL

water surglng up he ran back to
see if | w

Afire englne ‘ambulance and
police attended the incident.
but due -« the extremely
IP ?essmle terrain_And tha
ast-flowing water, were unable
to rescue Mr Fraser.

Inverness head chef Mr John
Pestana (27), of the Glenmhor
Hotel, was fishing with friend
Mr Dave Hume (50), on holiday
fram Mannhactar and trind tn
assist the stranded angler.

He said: "The helicopter did
an excellent job to get a man
down to him because they had
to dodge trees and the sides of
the g
M|r l—%aser said: "l wasn't
fan being dragged to the
?mr through the water on the
end of a rope — but at the same
tlme | am afraid of helghts
Dona d%{g{ﬁéﬁ%ﬁ%‘é %elhtt
fram US Coastquard, ~~n
firmed it was a trickv oper-
ation.

Winchman Fit Qnat lan
Bonthrone. - Kingston,
near Garmouth, was lowered at
the end of 200ft. of cable.

* Mr John Pestana

« Under way — angler Mr
Norman Fraser is raised on

A vanrt fina tn cafahs

KENNETH FRASER
52 ST CATHRINES PLACE

KIRIWALLI
ORKNEY

27.10.89
Cir
| am writing on behalf
of the crow of the coaster
MU. CALF SOUND w/hirh eanle
on the 25H of September 89
We all with to thank you
and vert of the crew for
your assistance and taring
1< nf

Could you please send us
copier of the photographr you

tnck on the dav _
They world be much appociated

- Solivenere

\/otirs Jaahfiuill
Kenneth Freer.



The true-life drama of

Royal Air Force
search and rescue.

Paul Beaver
and Paul Berriff

The Piper Alpha oil platform disaster, and the more-recent
Lockerbie and Mi air crashes, again highlighted the

essential role played by the Royal Air Force's Search and
Rescue helicopter units in Britain. Here is all the dramatic

background to the major 13-part ITV documentary series
featuring a year in the life of the Search and Rescue

helicopters at RAF Lossiemouth in Scotland.

e The book of the major

ITV 13-part _
documentary series.

* Includes over 250

dramatic photographs
and illustrations
e Substantial promotion

campaian
« Dramatic point of sale

includina:

: THIl CSISuY 895KR

* single copy holder

254 x 198m
1852602910 192 ™1 August 1989
colour illustrations B8 99 paperback g

PATRICK STEPHENS LIMITED
Wellingborough NN8 2RQ

ATHORSONS COMPANY



SEPTEMBER 1989

Standbv to evacuate oil ria. NAR.
GEAR ANDERSON BODIAM PAYNE

Search far missina airl at Abhovne. Walked in safe.
STROTHER WILLSON THIRKELL POUNTNEY

Medevac injured crewman from FV TREASURE to Aberdeen.
STROTHER WILLSON THIRKELL POUNTNEY

Two injured men casevacced from Lossiemouth beach to Elgin.

GEAR ANDERSON GRIFFIN PAYNE

Casevac from overturned vehicle near Braemar to Aberdeen.
WILLSON ANDERSON THIRKELL DAVIDSON 1 TORNBUHL

Diver with hends from Plackton ta Aherdeen
GEAR ANDERSON GRIFFIN PAYNE

1 Medevac head initirv from Wick to Aherdeen
WILLSON STROTHER BODIAM TURNBULL

11 Fisherman missina in River Conon. Nothina found.
TENISON-COLLINS LLOYD SOUNDY BONTHRONE

15 Search for missing warden on Rhum. Found dead and flown

+~Fnrt \WWilliam
GEAR ANDERSON BODIAM POUNTNEY

17 Caarnh farnverdiie FVV Fouind safe on passaade.
GEAR ANDERSON GRIFFIN POUNTNEY

2n  Man atranded in middle nf River Findharn | ifted tn

river hank_
STROTHER LLOYD THIRKELL, BONTHRONE

21 Search far miscinn canneist in | nch Nleas Walked in

cafa
WILLSON GEAR PARRISH POUNTNEY

22 Medevac cailor from Diitch sithmarine ta Starnowav
GEAR ANDERSON PARRISH POUNTNEY

Collapsed walker near Insch. Recalled, casualty dead.
STROTHER LLOYD THIRKELL BONTHRONE

Ar MV CALFSOUND sinkina off Kirkwall. 4 crew lifted before

<hin cank
PRINCE ANDERSON GRIFFIN POUNTNEY

Millhowe Salmon Hatcherv
Knockando

Moravshire

IV35 7SD

"october 1989

SQtatinn Commander

Royal Air Force Station Lossiemouth
| ossiemoaitith

Moravshire

Dear Sir.

Helicopter Assistance- Lossiemouth Beach. Wednesday 6 September 1989.

| an employed as the Head Water bailiff with the Spey District. Pishery Board, and durin
an anti poaching operation on the beach area at Lossiemouth, on Wednesday 6 September
1989 I, together with one of my colleages was injured. Due to the inaccessible nature
of the area a helicopter from your Search and Rescue Squadron was sent to our assistanc
Though | am unable to recall the flight to Dr Grays Hospital, Elgin, | am aware that my
from mv iniuries was helped bv the fact that | was airlifted
directly from the scene instead of having to travel over rough country in a landrover,
which would have been the onlv alternative if vour aircraft had not been available.

Iwinld reariest that voil nass mv sincere thanks to the aircrew  of the Seakina. tasked
on that mornina. and also to the around crews and all of the no doubt considerable staf
'hehind the srenes' at R A F | nssiemniith It is all ton nften these davs that nne nnlv
hears of the 'neaative' publicitv accorded to the Roval Air Force. especiallv reaardina
low flvina. however mv staff and | will alwavs have cause to be arabelal. for the servi
vou provide. Thank vou once aaain.

Police take
Yniire faithfiillv .
Ken lodgei an interest
K D Rodae. at the beach

Hoad Railiff ELGIN police are invest- OC 202 DTek

aating  an incident An
Lossiemouth beach earlier
this weck which resulted in

two injured men peing air-
lifted to Dr Gray's Hospital in
Elgin.
Themen were picked up
from the East beach, about I re a n O u h -I- h n
1% miles east of Lossic-
mouth, at 6.15 am on Wednes-
day by a helicopter from RAF

T @M WIth ougrats ?

not to be serious, arid they

hospital12ler i74°8884 affpm th k

A police spokesman said a.n S "
that the mattar was being LI\/
investigated and that a report

was belnq sent to the procur-
ator fiscal in Elgin.



TELEGRAMS AND TELEPHONES: KIRKWALL 2201 & 3362

Business or after hours]
HIPANREES TS AnD sTEVEDORES El'elex 75106 1
SAND, STONE AND COAL MERCHANTS

DENNISON SHIPPING LIMITED

COMPANY REG. NO. 41098 (SCOTLAND)

26 Junction Road,

Kirkwall
Orkney Isles,
KW15 1AG

26 September 1989

RAF Station
Lossiemouth

For Attention Rescue Division
Dear Sirs
mv CALF SOUND

We wish to convey our thanks and appreciation for the prompt rescue of
the members of the crew of the my CALF SOUND. .

Yours faithfullv

Mile Duner

R H Dennison



SUMMARY FOR OCTOBER, 1989

NE woman (84)

N1 Capsized yacht off Burahead.

TENISON-COLLINS

turns up safe

AN 84-year-old woman
missina overniaht -+ -~~

CROSBY  THIRKELL, BONTHRONE found safe

neara farm steading
this mornina.

N2 Tranefar pump to FV 7nm west of Frazerburah.

TENISON-COLLINS

02 Premature hahv fram Wick tn Rainmare
STROTHER ANDERSON MORRICE PAYNE

n2  Search for elderly lady near Pitmedden.
STROTHER  ANDERSON MORRICE  payNE

1R  Transfer of complicated advanced

from Wick to Raiamore.
PRINCF 11 OYD BODIAM pAYNE

24 Burnina FV off Burahead.
TENISON-COLLINS  ANDERSON THIRKELL RICHARDS

Fishina boat
towed to safety

FRASERBURGH Lifeboat and an
RAF Sea King helicopter went to
nA accictanan Ar A winrl, Aaed
i:ishing b'oat which ran into '
trouble off Fraserburah. earlv
todav.
The Buckie-registered Cardanel
was seven miles off when she
requested pumps after making
water in the engine room.
Pumps were tranferred by both the
lifeboat and heliconter. The
lifeboat towed the Cardanel into

CROSBY THIRKFI | BONTHRONE R m’gﬂ\ﬂ’"f}\’,‘ndq

mornted —s-- s
Mary Anne Williamson
Aimdmnanra A ferin e
hnme:._ cheltered
accommodation at
"”"”‘s"“ Court in

Mrs Williamson was
lact . A
the road with her pet

nrennancyv miniature eollie Near

the B999 near Pitmed-
den.

RAF heliconter
ioined 20 policemen. 16
army volunteers and

tain Ann handlare wihn

beuarha search of the
area this morning.

It called off when Mrs
Williamann was fannd
soan adie by terme

i O Tl ]d
Green, Udny.n n

saidpolice spokesman
be well. It is fortunate
that the weather over-
ninht was anod "

Mre Williamenn hac

heen missing nn

Copter mercy dash for baby

1 PREMATURE baby boy was airlifted from

lospital at Wick and flown to Inverness shortly
after birth yesterday,

The emergency flight was carried out by an
RAF Sea King helicopter from Lossiemouth.

The baby's condition at Raigmore Hospital

laemight was said to be stable The hahv's

MOther. wihn ~amnan framn Mhiiran 1 hae hann
detained in Caithgess General Hospital, Wick,
far nheansatinn

The mercy helicopter was called out shortly
before mid-day, and the aircraft picked up a

octor, a midwife — and a special incubator - a
Raigore before flving to Wick Airport
*The airport was-considered a more stable
environment for the transfer of the baby to take

said helicopter co-pilot Flt.-Lr. *Jim

Anderson.

The Sea King returned direct to Raigmore;
touching down shortly before 3p.m. M

The hospital authorities are not naming the

mother.

THE LIGHTHOUSE

YELLOW PERILS

One of the nice things about the Search and
Rescue job is the occasional thank you letter
we receive from our customers. This drawing
was sent by a little girl who set off from
Nairn with her friend in a small dinghy. The
job ended happily with the two little girls
only frightened, wet, and wiser.

This month has been rather lean with only
six jobs, and most of those were nothing to
write home about. There was a capsized
yacht off Burghead, the occupants beig
rescued by the Coastquard hefore the
helicopter arrived. Then there was a fishing
boat off Fraserburgh, taking water, but with
a pump winched on board the boat stayed
afloat. Something of a novelty!

There is something in the air at Wick, or
a very careful midwife, as yet again we had
a premature baby, followed by a Pregevac,
both to Inverness. A fruitless search for a
missing woman in the Aberdeen area ended
when the subiect turned un of her own
accord. Finally, there was a replay of a rescue
some two and a half years ago when a fishing
boat cauaht fire and the crew had to take to
the dinghy. The two crew were winched up,
leaving the burning boat to the Navy and the
Lifeboat.

On the lighter side we had a short
detachment to Belgium. On the way there
John Prince demonstrated his inabilitv to
catch a train. (At least not until the HSI25

slowed down to nass throuah Berwick
because a heavy Sea King can only do a little
over 100 knots). The time spent in Belaium
passed fairly unevevtfully, te no arrests etc.

Farewells: we have lost Al Reeves, posted
to Manston. Squipper Gary Nicol to civvy
street, and likewise Gordon Jones. If any of
you pushbike freaks think you can chat a
discount out of Gordon, he has just bought
the cycle shop at the eastern end of Elgin
High Street.

Finally, we may have solved our shortage
of pilots. The Station Commander is getting
quite good on the Sea King. if only he
wouldn't let ao of the stick when the trim

is switched off ....
GEE RAMPS
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Fisherman with severe abdominal pains from FV

west of Aberdeen to ARI.
TENISON-COLLINS ~~\/ BODIAM BONTHRONE

Search for missing person near Glenmore Lodge.
WILLSON  GOW BODIAM PAYNE

Fisherman with broken arm from FV 15nm east of
Aberdeen to ARI.
GEAR ANDERSON THIRKELL PAYNE

Person with leg injuries from Glenmore Lodge

to Dr Gravs.
WILLSON CAMPBELL GRIFFIN POUNTNEY

Search for missing FV near Macduff.
TENISON-COLLINS  cAMPBELL BODIAM PAYNE

Two pumps delivered to FV off Peterhead.
TENISON-COLLINS CAMPBELL BODIAM PAYNE

Two pumps to FV north east of Peterhead.
STROTHER PRINC:F THIRKELL BONTHRONE

Search for missing walker near Cairngorm.
WILLSON TENISON-COLLINS  THIRKELL POUNTNEY

Search for missing walker near Fort William.
WILLSON TENISON-COLLINS  THIRKFI I BONTHRONE

Investigation of SARSAT hit east of Aberdeen

revealed EPIRB unknowinalv Iost overboard.
PRINCE LLOYD GRIFFIN POUNTN

HMS Spartan submariner with suspect aBpendlcms
taken from 100nm NNW of Cape Wrath to Raigmore

STROTHER ANDERSON BODIAM BONTHRONE

Severelv burnt elderlv ladv from Elain to Dundee.

WILLSON GEAR GRIFFIN POUNTNEY

Burnina FV inm west of Roseheartv escorted by
Frazerhiiranh lifehnat
TENISON-COLLINS ANDERSON WARD PAYNE

Hills search
is called off

SHORTLY before a weekend
search-and-rescue exercise in
+h~ Cairngorms ended nn
Sundav. it

search for real - untll missing
climber Mr Malcolm Maclean
(35), Dalgety Avenue, Edin-
burah walked A1+ - £the
swirling mists to the head of the
upper Cairngorm chairlift.

His climbing companion had
tald.. - mountain rescue
centre at Glenmore on Satur-
day evening they had become
separated while climbing the
38 gOft Cairn Lochan at thgtop
of the Larig Ghru.

Last nlught a police spokes-
man said they had not insti-
gated an immediate search but.

ad Mr Maclean not turned up

when |~y unl search
would have een auncl

Lochaber
search on
for female
hillwalker

ABIG search was under way
last niaht in Lochaber for a
missing woman hillwalker.

A Sea King helicopter from
RAF Lossiemouth inined
Lochaber Mountain Rescue
Team in a sween of the | nch
Traig area, south ~f Roy
Bridge. X

Conditions were said to be
bad with fog and rain sweeping
the district. .

Thehunt is beina
ardinated hv the rescna ro-
ordination centre at Pitreavie
Castle.

It is believed the missina
person was accompanied by a

female companion and they got
separated in mid afternoon.

Sea King
in double
airlift
to hoats

TWO Peterhead fishing boats
which - _.:—.. difficulties
within hours of each -
yesterday were helped to the
safety of their home port by
similar means.

Each used the same set of
additional pumps, airlifted to

0th DV ¢~ ~mmn DAE Can
Klng from Lossiemouth, after
they reported they were taking
water.

Rath nneratinns  were
ordinated bv Aberdeen
Coastguards.

The first to request assist-
ance wasthe Sustain, which
started leaking about 14 miles
north-east of Peterhead about
2a.m. in heavy seas.

The Peterhead lifeboat was
called out and the RAF heli-

AAntar mananad
pumps on board the 75ft. boat.
The pumps did the trick and
Snstain was eventually
towed into port by her fishing
partner, the Starlight Ravs.

In the middle of the morning
the Three Bells. also with a
~vess A v ik An A clminr
call for aid and {he Ii‘feboat and
the helicopter were in action
again.



Pensioner
in Aairlift
to hospital
A 73-YEAR-OLD Moray
woman was riished hv heli-

copter to a special burns
unit in Dundee on Wednes-

dav. . .
Mrs Elizabeth Wiles, of
Whitewreath ~ Bunaalow.

I Anamaars sustained ser-

lous burns after her night
dress accidentally caught
fire from an electric fire in

her home. =

Her condition is so severe
that an RAF helicopter was
Anllad in tn tranafar har ta
Dundee Royal Infirmary's
special burns unit.

Her husband. Mr Philin
Wiles (75), is being detained
: Gray's Hospital,
E'E;in, where he is said to be
satisfactory. L1Asustained
hand and shoulder burns
and suffered the effects of
smoke inhalation when
going to the assistance of his

NIZARUN

18-20 High Street
Rothes

Moray
IVVR3 TALI

Deer Su,

lam wahing_on behalf of m
mother, Mrs DorathgTawse, an? her family

to express our thanks to the crew
members who flew , Mrs Elzabeth
Wiles. our Granny. to Ninewells
Hospital on the 22ud of November.

We thank them for the excellent
and very prompt service.

Thank you.
yours fanthfully

Caral Nause
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11

13

20

21

2?7

28

20

31

Nedevac man with head injuries from Thurso to
Raiamore.
WILLSON CAMPBELL GRIFFIN AITKEN

Investigation of SARSAT hits on 243.0 revealed

faultv remote transmitter.
WRIGHT PRINCE BODIAM AITKEN

Search for 2 missing walkers on Ben Nevis.  Faund

safe and well using NVG. Taken to Fort Willian.
GEAR ANDERSON GRIFFIN AITKEN

Search for missing walkers in Ben Nevis area.
LLOYD TENISON-COLLINS BODIAM BONTHRONE

Nedevac of RTA victin from Elgin to Aberdeen RI.
GEAR CAMPBELL THIRKELL PAYNE

Search for missing FV 3 mn North of Banff. Vessel
found and 1 person recovered.
WILLSON CAMPBELL. GRIFFIN BONTHRONE

Assisted Dundonnell MRT in recoverv of an
inaccessible bodv.
WILLSON = CAMPBELL GRIFFIN BONTHRONE

Recoverv of climber with serious head iniuries
from Lochnaaoar area to Aberdeen RI.
LLOYD GEAR BODIAM BONTHRONE

Man adrift:

fniir hniire

IS whisked
to safety

O BOE CARTER

. FORMER pubiican was airited no salery off Bu
her 2.90-mimute sea seart in dariness by a mess

Alan Caplain (47), 3 Hit Shore, Bunk, had tairen is
in the zing but had run out of fuel and d
re being rescued. His @ mempos so anchor

ed Mr Capilain at its

whn  she him to pitone ther
Press and JoumaT: "What a reliel

Qhasaid her hushand pur to sea
esterday, saying be would be retumiing
the h bour to collect him bus
tum up_by 3pum .
Mrs'Caplan then went to the police

RAF Lasestipt-ghBelife Macdul br 35.3z. Grant
iteboat was launched
Also involved in the search was the Frase Biebooer

An area stretching porth and east of Bunil Biry no Pentan Was

swentand just bedore dpum. a messag = Mas flashed 15
Construed co-ordinuting peame in Aberdeen thar

Phile the Machuff Heboat renued an her home sue d
raserburgh leboas toot his plass fibre boat in tow to Fres



ENTER THE HEROE

Telly salute to the
"whirly" wizards.

* THE LIFESAVERS... the RAF rescue squad, along
nurses, who are on constant call to
THE crews of two Scots-based rescue
 helicopters are all set to become
instant TV stars in the New Year.
RESIALAZRALIRRUISINRY Series, | excemperansiens gy
vear in the Britainis, hysipst nredwhen an RAF
helicopter search-and-rescue ‘Unitat ji\= pp ree braver. - -
Lossiemouth. Stornowav-b on for this amaz
cantured all the - at a weekend preview o
Paul series
winchmarn

By ALAN DOW
Pictures: IAN JOLLY

Scottish Television

tragedy, laughter and drama on 40 miles of film and
than 100N thouaht we'd suntney.
no, m m
~fsound ..  We werefiving at 80 mo 0, metagam . cis.
three months

et up. whe

* When we

the award-winnina

producer-cameraman
I t Panl Rarriff Sanihe Orkney
OS 0 U r team. tha somersaulted for more
Atrociols SR ith Healthy

There was joy athelo.  Thg rate aron Pain

inn ta cave Orknev hahs

then the Tiofror dfﬁf’fper

power,
| thought,

October Faced with breathing dir.

. Alpha. .
1 iewers will also see the nor
that S It 9 crews of sinking bottle:
oat vovare "

o
10

a tock stac an of Stoer,

tha
- PAULBERRIFF o/ i5 atrocioudigsiishions. "
the RAF helicopter

(DR SiiakRernymifeR 8L ARRSIgUgrdrerolice. firemen, and

was so thie airport - the los

an are ey farme is tied
Orknéy

D-year RA!

and he started to so down.

“I didn't think he would

improvedition gradually

bowlesderday. as she
her
| am very grateful to th
“~His chancehey gave

hoh cH# sdam would

LHERE'S LOOKING AT YOU, KID ... helicopter winchman Bob Pour
Sam Harcus, the premature baby he had to give the kiss of lifdrieyaietetigresteegerntyiled to teeOulreaisiavith



SUMMARY FOR JANUARY, 1990
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11

11

12

21

23

24

Investigation of smoking vessel off Findhorn

ravaalind a ~Antrallad fira

TENISON-COLLINS ~ ANDERSON  RIEFIN AITKEN

Recovery of injured walker from Ben Klibreck
to Raiamore.
STROTHER | | OYD BODIAM BONTHRONE

Thran~cauaht in avalanche on Ben Nevis.
Stond down on rotite. NAR.
GEAR CAMPBELL THIRKELL AITKEN

Three cauaht in avalanche at Coire an
t-aneachda taken tn Rainmanre
GFAR CAMPRFII  THIRKELL ATTKEN

Preanant ladv from Wick to Raiamore.
GEAR CAMPBELL THIRKELL AITKEN

Climher cannht in avalanche nn Rein a Rhiird

I ift~d +~ Aberdeen RI.
LLOYD STROTHER  BODIAM BONTHRONE

Preanant ladv from Wick to Raiamore.
LLOYD CAMPBELL BROOKS BONTHRONE

Pre-nositioned at Sumhiuirah nrior to

riag evacuation, NAR.
LLOYD CAMPBELL BROOKS BONTHRONE

Search for old lady fallen over Randalphs

Leap into Findhorn River. Nothina found.
TENISON-COLLINS ~ STROTHER  SOUNDYPOUTNEY

Search for missing person near Huntly,
b e Sliee STROTHER SOUNDY POUTNEY

FV 'IRIS' taking on water off Fraserburgh,
e R e o poumhey
F>umDlifted to FV 'ACHIEVE' taking on water

2 lifted to Peterhead.
15NE of FraserbUdoy POUTNEY

Windsurfer in difficulty off West Beach.

Found safe, WIFA.
LLOYD STROTHER. - THIRKELL BURLINGHAM

Two pumps lifted to Rig support vessel
' CAM JACKAL' 120mm E of Aberdeen.
TENISON-COLLINS LLOYD BODIAM POUTNEY

Medevac man from Dr Gray! Aherdeen RI.
TENISON-COLLINS LLOYD BEbIAM FOUTNEY

24 Medevac of baby from Raigmore to Edinburgh
RI
TENISON-COLLINS LLOYD BODIAM POUTNEY

25 Medevac from Dr Grays to Aberdeen RI.
TENISON-COLLINS  ANDERSON BODIAM POUTNEY

28 Initired fisherman lifted from FV 'Rl LIF SKY"

+~Aherdeen Rl
STROTHER  ANDERSON THIRKELL BURLINGHAM

29  Two missina walkers on Isle of Skve. Found
safe. WIFA
GEAR LEIGH REID BONTHRONE

Boat bonfire brings
aid to drifting fishers

THE two-man crew of a small Lossiemouth fishing boat had to
improvise yesterday to get help after their vessel broke down in the

Mgk”} pFelrnIB'an Flett of the 2Sft. Tern and his companion were hit

They put out 15 flares in the early morning, but ran out without

a‘ﬁ’ﬁ‘&&%ﬁ‘é?ﬂﬂ@é‘ burning fish boxes and tyres on board.
‘Finally, a member of the public saw smoke from the vessel two
miles north of Findhorn at about 10.30a.m. and contacted the
coast%nards. X X . X
An RAF Lossiemouth Sea King helicopter, which had been on

exercise in the areg, located the vessel,
Xi p'lealsure craﬁ?rom urg eav, tﬁe Sea Hawk — owned by Mr

Gordon Robertson — Went to the Tern's aid with an auxiliary
co?ﬁg‘f@rgso&gﬂﬁe{gwere restarted with jump-leads and she made
Burghead Harbour by lunchtime.

Lucky breaks for injured walker

HILLWALKER Mr Christopher Draper (48), O JOHN VASS

West Shinness, near Lair(];, had one bad break
ucl

yesterday — and then two
He was walking on the snow-capped hills
above Dornoch When he chinnad and fell.

ones. .
ky The rescuer made him as comfortable as

possible before going for help.
Mr Draper's second lucky break came when an

br—?ﬁgﬂ%{‘ﬁ%’}%gbd luck was when his shouts RAF search-and-rescue helicopter on exercise in
for help were heard by another man out hiking the area picked him up and airlifted him to

near Loch Nan Uan.

Raigmore Hospital, Inverness.
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. 'ht?aining shoes
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NATCHED FROM THE SNOW
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ROYAL: AIR FORCE

RESCUE

SKY-HIGH HEROES: Braving the fierce crosswinds, the Sea King helicopter hovers precariously as the winchman hoists a victim to safety

WE JOIN RAF

Pictures: PETER NICHOLLS
RESCUE (Sunday, ITV, 6pm)

HUGE clouds of snow swirled
around the canarv vellow Sea
Kina heliconter as RAF winch.
man Dave Aitkan laninchad
himself into thin air. )

Fifty feet below on the freezing
motuntainside. three climbers are
entombed under tons of snow and
ice victims of an avalanche.

sbwnh the RAF erew of Lossie-

mouth ased D. Flight, 202 squadron on

a practice run over the treacherous
Cairnanrms when the avalanche alarm
sounded. The exercise is now a matter
of life or death.

Co-pilot Tonv Gear. who is also the
fiaht commander. brinas the Sea Kina
into position on the mountainside.
difficult manoeuvre where the slightest
mistake could send the rotor blades
smashing into the icy rockface.

He holds the Sea King, emblazoned
with a mallard logo, hovering 50 yards

SAVIOURS ON

MISSION TO

AVALANCHE

Awins fram tha dieactar aran MA A~ —na

to spray snow over the victims, while

winchman Dave is lowered down. On
ground Dave faces im-

NIGHIMARE

mediate problems, for the
slope is steep and icy and
he has no crampons on his
mountaineering boots,
Anxmusly we watch while

ickly
threemen then radlos that is
one is serious
and one crmcal
stretcher
down and
winchmen trainad
* puts a protective collar
nei

before bringing him back up
to the helicopter.
Hﬁ oes back down to
with the other'two men while
we fly to Aviemore, pick up a
~tar and rann tn I armarn
hospital at Inverness.
The victim is a vouna man
his mid-20s, hie~ eves

BY SANDRA PARSONS

screwed u |nCFain. lle lies
with his inches
speak

Bwthe time we get hack to
the avalanche site. Bave
readv to hrina

The

(=)
~ aaith hland
from the second man's head
Dave sees he has a dislocated
immobolises his

lare and admicitare an

se apankiem has only a

ainienartad hrakan ankla

desperatel
had fallen

"They were still fairly well

Heis

impacted in the snow, and we
hadto dig two of them out,’

<ave Nave

<tate

hypothermia they would have
been in a lot of trouble within
mlght have died.

These men get few thanks,

tomorrow _whenth

|rst eplsode of Rescue. a 13,
hart carine ahant thair winrl,
is shown on ITV.

By 3.30 we had delivered

more Hospital when another
call comes through, this time

tn fis tha 100 milac Wick

having compllcatlons
Wia haua ... peen fvina

the 10am scramble, \yith

FLYING DOCTORS: Fall casualty gets airborne first aid

nnthina tn ciictain e hut and
less coffee.
\Ma incrasca Speed+n 190
knots. stonnina
Raigmore Hospital again
pick up a doctor and midwife
An hour later the woman is
safely on board have
tn hava a raacarian
pears to be out of danger.

our ~--.. finallv arrives

nine %uelllnq hours |nThP
noisy Sea King

We are exhausted, but are

warned by Night commander

togo back out to relleve an

ing for a missing cllmber.
anlanid £n

standing up Even

admits  being

ve All

bei
+ald vun prillNOt have to qo
out again is Immense

freely applied. Yet without a
doubt that's whatmese aran
auick  meciosaon

~mtminan gnd reluctantfn
accept glory.

"Mava Aitlkan wiac tha ranl
hero todav." says Pat Thir-

winch operator

whuse paner

all three avalanche

hesi atemm
|cu !}US hetlghtsf\ﬂlh
| believe all winchmen

should get medals.
a exhausted in my,

~amn had | Lnow that if wa

nig rerbiisd sagaimtha
~Elso rknow if there is

OUI ﬁ?fl

Aivharna

matter how

1100
hausted they *We're nnt
heroes |n5|3[3 "We're

But Fllght Lleutenant Tony
Gear sums it up better
narn tada;
can't praise them enough
Neither can 1.



We were at the point of turning back when we both heard what seemed like the roar of a

jet crossing overhead. | looked up and saw the snow ... 9

EXPERIENCED Elgin climber Mr Kenneth
Ferguson (30) yesterdav relived the powder
avalanche which saw him being carried some

00ft. down Coire-na-Ciche.on Bejnn. a'
Bhuird in the eastern Cairngorms on Thurs:
day afternoon.

Speaking from his hospital bed in Aberdeen
Royal Infirmary, community nurse Mr Fer-
guson, 41 Birnie Place, New Elgin,

broken leg, said it was after walking to the
ottom of the coire that he and his partner
Mr James Moir (33), 6 Allenvale Gardens
Aberdeen, realised the conditions were too
dangerous.

"We were at the bottom of the coire and

saw there was too much powder snow, and

were at the noint of turnina back when wr
both heard what seemed like the roar of a jet

crossing overhead, pnewnhoilai

be "l looked up and saw the snow.?. Jim slid
behind a rock and | stuck my ice-axe into the p

who has a

P+5 859389 °

Climber relives 200ft.
avalanche nightmare

« JOE WATSON

"It passed over Jim, but | was caught in the
middle of it and as the pressure built up, | was
carried down with it around 200ft.  before
being thrown out of it.

"l think | managed to get clear of it by
hitting a couple of outcrops of rock, but I'm

At this point, Mr Ferguson's companion
came down and assisted him to crawl to the
bottom of the coire, where he placed him
behind a rock and helped put his leg in a splint
before running +~ a nearbyv gamekeeper's

cottage at Altdourie, near Braemar, and

raisina the alarm. .
"The emergency services were excellent,"

he said. "Because of the cloud level | was
carried by the mountain rescue teams down a

further 500ft. to the waiting RAF helicopter

and taken directly Aherdeen Royal
Infirmary some eight hours after the accident

happened. -
Mr Ferguson has been climbing for 17 years
and this is the first accident that he has had.
Powder avalanches are one of the most rare
and dangerous types which can strike the
Scottish hills and are more common in the
Alps and Himalayas.

ice as | did not have time to move. not sure," he said.

RAF In mercyv airlift for
baby with heart defect

scalp in the morning auer Stidj d Sartar
M;E P, .m,g ancfjl!{‘a(l]ltﬁrﬂ%overs

Touch down: The sick baby arrives in Edinburgh Ann Hanley, Stor
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Recovery of skier with broken ankle to Raigmore.
GEAR CAMPBELL BODIAM BURLINGHAM

Search for two missing motorcyclists at

Drumnadrochit. Recalled en route, NAR.
LLOYD ANDERSON RFEIN POUTNEY

Medevac of man with ruptured heart from Raignore

to Edinburgh RI.
STROTHER  ANDERSON THIRKELL POUTNEY

Scrambled to assist 3 crag bound climbers but
forced to abort due to poor weather south of

Inverness.
STROTHER ANDERSON THIRKELL POUTNEY

Recovery of Hypothermic soldier from Ben

Klibreck to Raiamore.
STROTHER  ANDERSON  THIRKELL BURLINGHAM

Pregnant lady and premature baby from wick

to Raiamore.
GEAR | FIGH LITTLE AITKEN

Medevac of RTA casualty from Dr Grays to

Aberdeen RI.
LLOYD STROTHER THIRKELL BURLINGHAM

Transfer of Donor patient from Wick to

Aberdeen RI.
LLOYD ANDERSON THIRKELL BURLINGHAM

Climber believed to have been caught in
avalanche in Glenshiel ... Found safe. NAR.
TENISON-COLLINS  CAMPBELL BODIAM AITKEN

Fallen climber, Loch Laggan area. Unable to search
due to weather. Assisted MRT movements.
TENISON-COLLINS  ANDERSON BODIAM BURLINGHAM

Recovery of sledge accident victim from north of

Blairs%)wrie to Dundee RI.
TENISON-COLLINS ANDERSON BODIAM  gUR(INGHAM

YELLOW PERILS

Unsung heroes no more! A blaze of media attention shines down on
the D Flight team, causing the shy and retiring (the latter is well
overdue) John Prince to take a winter break in the trout infested
Falklands, which he owns. Grumpy Paul (Grumps) Challice can't
take any more either, after petulantly breaking a shiny Sea King apart
he is now going to oversee the Aberdeen Coastguard Cartel. The
Coastguards run a tight ship now, but Paul will be an asset to any
helicopter ops — as most CG recruits are Navy chaps who know
precious little about matters of the air.

Apart-height is still rampant in the bowels of the SAR world, or sadistic 6' 7" boss, Tony
Gear has insisted his 6' 6" sidekick is given total power over the Manston Flight. T-C Tenison-
Collins takes over this plum posting, despite obvious signs that he has been very rude to

his long suffering wife Shona. .
Exchange cowboy "pretty boy" Don Strother was catapulted off his mount recently,

falling a huge 13% hands. Expert modeller Bob Pountney filleted his index finger fitting
a tricky trinnion to his latest galleon. More injuries than our usual customers, although
the avalanches are providing a steady crop at the base of the mountains. Meanwhile the

news on the streets is that Bas Basford hasn't crashed a car for a month.
We all had a super Christmas, only interrupted by the Station Commander and OC Ops

visiting with copious good cheer, waking the mince pie stuffed engineers and snoring aircrew

from their slumbers. . " . . .
The rapidly greying John Dean prepares his smooth transition from philanthropic saviour

to idle rich commercial pilot as the minutes to serve tick by. Already commissioning a
mansion on the shores of the Moray Firth on expected future earnings, he is to convert

the old mansion into servants quarters to appease his long suffering wife Irene.
Our quite serious manning problem is being alleviated somewhat by the recent arrival
of Messre Leigh Barlingham and Carter, our OCU's total output. All are, of course, ecstatic

to be in this earthly paradise. The full glamour of a morning's mountain "spacewalk."
the exploration of the flight envelope of 250" of cable above a scenic, but distant, valley

floor, have been demomstrated
FLORY D

RESCUE

"202 exercising with local fishing boats"



THEY'RE OFF...IO THE RESCUE!

clevision series. n

OUR HEROES

e yellow helicopter thundering overhead
a familiar sight in Lossiemouth and one

at Igcals have h ause to be
ste uiat%\r/. gased at the S%—: sll'lte on tRe
rth-east coast of Scotland, 202 Squad-

1 is one of the busiest Rearrh 5nd

scue units in Britain. The men working
are devote themselves to saving lives
dhave to deal with harsh weather, treach-

sus mountains and an angry sea.

BACK HOME

ile the crews are on duty, being called out
this kind of emergency, their wives often
anxinuislv at home Maureen Pount-

I's husband, Bob, is one of the winchmen,

er home near the base she can

helicopters take off when the
oot Whit thewTe ot e e ™
now that all the dangers are there, but you
stn't let the worry take over your life.'

A Mayday call comes over the radio. Every
year the crews rescue climbers, fishermen

and tourists from the rugged countryside
and the ravages of the wéather. But'they

play down the dangers of the work they
do. "We certainly aren't heroes!" exclaims

Flight Lieutenant John Prince, a P|Iot on
hundreds of hazardous missions. "It's all a

question of experience. E\/er\/[hing is re-
hearsed, so mistakes shouldn't happen.”

IT'S OVER

As operations go, the rescuing of the two
boys on the cliff was routine, with all the
usual risks the men are prepared for. Bill,
with +h~drateful thanks of the lads.
sits back exhausted as they come into
lamdg). fhad theptohabAl tvavew, the boys

could have been swept into the sea by the
blast, or smashed against the rocks as
they were raised up to the helicopter.

o risk their own liyes to save others from certainc
ue, tracks a year in the life of one of Britain's most acti

SCRAMBLE!

When the scramble alarm sounds the
crews race into action, never sure what
awaits them. They work 24-hour shifts,
maintaining a Sea King rescue helicopter
on 15-minute readiness. Each crew has

two pilots, a radar/winch rator and a
anc man’ \?/ﬁen tLey reacﬂptﬁe scene, the

pilots can't see directly below the heli-

(o)) - U «~o SteveGritti
gives them directions over the radio. Grittin

SAFE AND SOUND

Manv others have reason to be arateful to
the Search and Rescue team, like Peter and
Stephen Bruce, whose fishing boat got into
trouble 100 miles off the Aberdeen coast.

The Budding Rose was taking in water, and
her pumps had failed. When 202 Squadron
arrived a Force 10 gale was blowing and the
fishermen were winched off the floundering

job," says Hagyr thil ihayreerdaphdring

arrh and

TRAPPED

own in Stonehaven, a little fishing village
i Aberdeen. coastquards have
jotted two lads trapped at the bottom of a
iff. The incoming tide will soon cut them off,
st in the fierce waves no boat can get in to
t them to safety. The Sea King hovers over
e scene and winchman Bill Payne is
wered down on a line to where the boys
e trapped. His job is to secure them into a

iness and get them lifted up to safety.

TUNING IN

en the crews touch down safely after a
cue mission the relief felt by their wives

1 families is overwhelming. When their
ibands ara on standby. wiveslila
ureen, Stella Payne and Angie Redfearn
en find it easier to wait toaether for

Vs, tuning in to local radio reports. "They
us not to worrv. but when we're sittina
ome on stormy nights we can't help it.'

s Stella. "We support one another.”

TERRIFIED

It turns out that the two lads, who are up in
Scotland on holiday, climbed around the
cliffs nat realising. that the uld be

strand%g when 't e%ée came Yan%ey are

cold and terrified, but so far unhurt. Bill
straps them into a rescue harness with
him one at a time, and gives a signal to
Steve up in the helicopter. The high wind

problems. hiithnth araslowly

winched up towards the hovering Sea King.

FAMILY TIES

There is a real homely atmosphere at the
Lossiemouth base. and a1l tha

families spend a lot of time there it's one
way of relieving some of the tension that
builds up. Angie Redfearn’'s husband, Paul,
has recently been promoted to Squadron
Leader and their two-year-old son, Stuart, is
very intrigued by his daddy's job. He loves to
sit in the cockpit of one of the Sea Kings,
being taught to fly by a real professional!

veir bravery is legendary, their heroic deeds unparalleled. Now a major new
nnite By Sarah Edghiil. Pictures by Andrea Cringean

UP, UPAND AWAY

Once they are well above the crashing
waves, pilot John Prince manoeuvres the
helicopter so the lads can be set down safely
on top of the cliffs, where their anxious
families are gathered waiting. Dazed and
frightened, they are nevertheless out of dan-
ger. Since the $2 million Sea Kings were in-
troduced in 1978, the unit has carried out
over 1,300 rescue missions.  This js just
one more to add to the list of successes.

JOB WELL DONE

Another tour of duty finished, the crew
hand over control of their magnificent
machines to the men on the next shift. The
24-hour period always brings a variety of
incidents, some perilous, others relatively
minor. But as he signs off at the end of tho
day,each man can be proud of his part
¥02 Squadron's Search and Rescue
missions. And those whose lives they'vo
saved will always call them heroes.



Rescuers at book launch

Members of RAF Lossiemouth's 202 Squadron Scarch and Rescue fight were on hand on
Saturday to launch the new "Rescuc" book at Yeadon's Bookshop, Elgin. Skipper William

(RS2 5l SO R TS A Bavia AtigaS himself escued by the squadren,
Bonthrone and fitter David Selby.

UESDAY FEBRUARY 6 1990

Forces'

recriip/
sqguads
In more
action

« Air Vice-Marshal
Jim Morris

Walkers led to safety from ridge

THREE hillwalkers were led to safety from a A police spokesman at Fort-William said it was
ridge on a Lochaber hillside last night. understood the trio were unhurt. X

The two men and a woman were found hud- He added that the low cloud base and deteri-
died on a ledge 2800ft. up the hillside on the orating conditions had resulted in the helicopter
north side of Glencoe, pilot deciding to return to base.

Abid to get the stranded trio airlifted to safety It was unclear how the alarm had been raised
had to be aborted when a Sea King helicopter but a spokesman for the rescue co-ordination
from RAF Lossiemouth had to turn back centre at Pitreavie Castle said first reports indi-

The drama took place on Aonach Eagach and ated the party had been stuck fast
late last night the hillwalkers were being led le added "Conditions were really bad and
down the ridge by Glencoe Mountain Rescue  there were fears they could be injured on the
Team. ledge by protruding jagged edges."

Climbhers led tn
safety in Glencoe

FIVE climbers were led to safety after getting into difficulties
descending a gully in Glencoe last night.
_ The alarm was raised after 4 policeman, dealing with another
incident. potted flashing lights coming from i500fr. up on
Clachaig Gully.
Glencoe Mountain Rescue Team were alerted and helped the
limbers down from the quily, which is the recognised descent
route from Aonach Eagach ridge.
ice also contacted the rescue co-ordination centre at Pitrea
Castle  a Qea Kinn halicnnter fram RAF | neciemaiith
scrambled.
The helicopter got as far as Fort-Augustus when it was reported
the climbers were safe and it was recalled to base.
A police spokesman at Fort-William said it aﬂ)eared one or
more of the party had got stuck as they came down the gully.
There had been a covering of fresh snow which was freezing at
low level, he said, and there was a possibility the climbers could
also have lost their bearings.

HOME NEWS

SEARCH-and-rescue incidents involv-

RN et

Lossiemouth, Whosé familv
attend Craigellachie School,had

aid af cama dramanie clidac ha

Ll
talked the children throug

return "~~~ landina.
Jactket and holmet woro carefully
handlad and avaminad and tha

dozens of eager questions were
answered with great patienco and

S it-fall climb
HQ"d”i‘dckE; e(s:cltanpeer

A 54 YEAR-OLD Dundee climber who fell through a cornice

near the summi einn a'Chaorajnn on Sundav njaht was
nursing a%rwsecs ﬁlprln Belf%rd Hosglltal, Fon-Wr|]I lam, last night,
otherwise none the worse of his fall or the eight hours he spent
awaiting rescue. X .

Mr lan Young, who runs a photographic business at St Andrews

ﬁnld is a keen photoarapher. \ﬁas found iust after 90.m. bv a
elicopter from RAF Lossiemouth.

His climbina companion. Mr Bill Burbridae. from Carnoustic.
who lost sight of Mr Younq as he fell, raised the alarm .

Mr Young's wife, Nancy, son Colin and daughter Jill are driving
up from the family home at 6 Cambridge Street, Dundee, to take
him home today.

Heart patient

AN RAF air sea rescue Sea-king helicopter landed at Raigmore
Hospital yesterday to transfer a male cardiac patient to Western
General Hospital, Edinburgh.

PR

©* RAF, Royal N
Coastguard COI’WIinl?Xl?!O ri%\e/¥n ?‘ﬂzg HM

The RAF Rescue_co-ordinati
Centres at Pitreavie, F\%pﬁfdmfnl??
mouth bandled 1682 incidentsWith 1370
people beige of ud in the number of
— Increases of 41
Incidents

rescues, compared with 1988.

Speaking_atRAF Pitreavie Castle
yesterday, Air Vice-Marshal Jim Morris
sald:"In"1989 we did not, thankfully.
have the number of major _disasters
which marred the prewol)s year, but

overall ili
Veiial e military .- coastguard

Rescue Teamé%&[ﬁ@rl%%&é@%‘c@%?‘

number of

0O JOE WATSON

a record number of people, most of
them clvilians.™

incidents involving CoerHEd__?EG
they called out RAF Mountaln Rescue
Teams to assist on 67 occasions.

The number of Incidents handled by
the Scottish rescue headquarters was up
50 (6%) on 1988. pt the
peoﬁle helped dropped by 11 @ﬁ%l)),er

The Rescue Coordination Centre at
Plymouth called the belicopters in their
area into action to attend 816 incidents,
nine fewer than the previous year, but
the numbers of people helped Jumped
38% to 570, compared with 420 the
previous year.

Search-and-rescue helicopters at RAF
Lossiemouth and RAF Leuchars and the

Sumburgh coastguard helicopter were
called out fewer times.
At Losslemouth li
siohglicopters
called'on 158 occasiongli e ere
while Leuchars showed a drop of 15 to
134 callouts.

The coastguard belicopter at Sum-
burgh had seven fewer callouts, with its
assistance being required on only five
occasions. Crews at Stornoway handled
nine more Incidents, bringing their total
to 40.

in Re

n team
KMoUntain, R sﬁ%ﬁly ausferfieéﬂ\ﬂmz
22 incidents requiring their help, com-
pared with 19 in 1988.

ir colleagues
haE%?ltr:aHouts?dowrﬁﬁn%AF Leuchars
Nimrods at RAF Kinloss dealt with 50

incidents, compared yith 60 in 1988,
handled throuah pitreavie and Ply-

The primary task of military search-
and-rescue hellcopters, . _ . .in~
alrcraftl and RAF Moyntaln Rescue
tanme o ta gid downeg m?lltary and

civilian aircrew .. n miji
sonnel on land and'$5a.~" Military per-

When safety of life iﬁ_ at stake, the
Forces normally have sufficient capacity
lo supfyort reguesls for assistance from
the police and HM Coastguard.

About 95% of all rescues involve
civilians.



SUMMARY FOR MARCH, 1990

n1

n1

n2

03

03

n

Medevac of ladv with spinal iniuries from Dr Gravs
to Aherdeen RI
TENISON-COLLINS LEIGH BODIAM BURLINGHAM

Flashina liahts seen at niaht in Glencoe area.
Recalled en route, NAR.
TENISON-COLLINS LEIGH BODIAM BURLINGHAM

Medevac of RTA victim from Belford to Raiamore.
LLOYD ANDERSON THIRKELL AITKEN

Search for 2 missina walkers in Cairnaorms. Nil
fonnd
LLOYD ANDERSON THIRKELL AITKEN

Continuation of search for 2 missing walkers.

Walkers turned up safe in Tomintoul.
STROTHER LEIGH LITTLE BURLINGHAM

Recoverv of fallen climber with broken lea from

Lochnaaar to Aberdeen RI.
STROTHER |EIGH LITTLE BURLINGHAM

na Recoverv of fallen climber with broken lea from

nA

N

10

13

12

20

20

Coire-an-t-Sneachda to Rainmore.
GEAR CAMPBELL THIRKELL AITKEN

Search for missina nensioner at Lonaside. Nil

found.
GEAR CAMPBELL THIRKELL ATTKEN

Recoverv of skier with broken ankle from Coire-
an-t-Sneachda to Raiamore
STROTHER CAMPBELL BODIAM POUNTNEY

Skier with dislocated shoulder on Cairnaorm

lifted to Aviemore Medical Centre.
GEAR STROTHER BODIAM POUNTNEY

Investigation of Red Flares in Golspie Bay
revealing FV 'Boy James'
CAMPBELL BODIAM POUNTNEY

Pre-position at Sumburgh on report of gas leak
in Brent field. Recalled en route, NAR.
TENISON-COLLINS PRINCE GRIFFIN ~ BURLINGHAM

Recovery of walker with broken ankle from

Carroiir Rnthv tn Dr Grave
WILLSON CAMPBELL THIRKELL PAYNE

Scrambled to heliconter with severe airframe
vibrations near Sumburgh. Landed safely, NAR.

WILLSON CAMPBELL THIRKELL PAYNF

24

25

26

Scrambled to fallen climber on Five sisters.
Rodv recovered the followina dav
LLOYDCAMPBELL GRIFFIN BONTHRONE

Recoverv of fallen walker on Beinn Eiahe to

Raiamore.
GEAR LEIGH LITTLE BURLINGHAM

Fisherman with broken hand from FV '‘Day Dawn'

to Aherdeen airnort
WILLSON LLOYD GRIFFIN BONTHRONE

On Saturda n |n|| red
climber was alr}/fteﬁ to sa ety
after he fell on snow- covered

Lochnagar.
nnand mminsnr Mo Lai
Swarbrick (30), 64 Robertsor
had
Eﬁlrrh%fr‘lrg with a friend in ongeo?n
the corries on the mountain
when the accident happened.

It is understood he slid about
60ft. down a slope which was
thickly, covered by snow, in-
juring his right ankle.

A Sea King helicopter from

Lossiemouth flew the iniurred
Aberdeen Royal

Inienavernigherrhe ing des

FEARS were mount-
inA tndav fAv +iain

walkers missina in
tha nale-lached
Cairngorms.

Police at Glenmore Lodae

i:-d +L. ~+searchers had
alreadv encniinterad: three
avalanches +hA Northern
Corries near Avnemore

"It is not looking too good at
0|;gination FREROTTEIE SR
ardinatar
nlateau are havinanrohlems
walkina because of the hiah
winde "

ARG &ﬁ'}%ﬁ%&e&éﬁ%m
rh rm Mai |n escue team
this morning al fier the men were
reported overdue.

Thewalker:
from r?o ﬂ Wa?esthgﬁ?m}?"t)’%
Coire Cas car park for Lurchers
Gully around 11am vesterdav
and tn ratiirn hv
5.30om.

The alarm was raised when
they failed to return and emer-

search
%—!‘Oﬁa therniita +~ Lurchers

. -Il;h‘la snnkecsman QQI{‘% 'rgat

urbplance was mal it dim-

cult P or the searcm] lf'cgpter
The 21 members of the Cairn-

aorm rescue team had been
Alnad hv from |
Scottish Avalanche Prolect an
two search dogs.

After sweeping most of the
Aviemore side of the mountain s
thev were extendinn the cearch
They wert dlscussm calling in
a se)(lzond elicopter. 9 9

terdav.

Losgie,
conter
helps in
search

* STEVE STEWART

AHELICOPTER from RAF
Lossiemouth s

yesterday to help in the search
for a 66-year-old man who has
aone missina from his home
near Peterhead.

Mr LA Favenvi vine Tan
seen by his famlly at 8 30p m.
noliceand
the hellcopter crew have been
concentrating the search in an
+ around his Longside
home.

The air search was called off
as darkness fell and a spokes-
man for Grampian Police said
cheere be coming in rearrarly
~~~~~~~~ A e Earran'e
welfare.

Police will resume the search
this morning.

When lact wha
weanng a grey anorak with a
blue trousers and a flat capfmm

Anvone who has seen Mr

Ferrari whn knows his
whereaboufs " should contact

the nearest police station.



Elderly

21 MARgO

Dutch hiker

survives hills ordeal

AN ELDERLY Dutch hiker
who lay injured in a remote
Cairngorm bothy for close
was airlifted to hos-
pital in Elgin yesterday.
Last night Mr Luc Bunt (61)
- who has a broken ankle -
was being detained for obser-
vation in Dr Gray's Hospital,
where his condition was said to
be satisfactory.
He had been flown to bos-
nital hv RAF Sea King
reqrnie  helicnnter from
Lossiemouth which had heen
called out to the Cortour Bothy
1o w-— o .. .. after other
hikers had +  the alarm
vesterdav marnina
Mr Riint and his son, Kees
experienced
c||mbers - had been walking
throuqh the Larg Ghru late on
ay afternoon, whenn

* ALASTAIR BISSET

twan boulders and broke his

ankle. .
Despite the injury, Mr Bunt

junior managed +~ half-carry
and half-drag his father nearly

three miles to the bothy where

theV AAndAr tA vamanin coad
help came along.
Dt it sninn mara than 241

hours later — on Monday night

hAafara thran athar hilbAavs
arrived at the bothy.

By that time it was too late to
summon help, and the group
waiter L vesterdav
before the three?\ ers set off
to raise the alarm.

Last night, young Kees -
who accompanied his injured
father in the helicopter - sajd:

mas hnth know tha Cairn-

1 Bunt senior slipped between gorms area very well as we

have been +~ Scotland on
cﬁm%ing ﬁolidays before. In
fact, we were in the Larig Ghru
area last November.

"We arrived at Aviemore on
<atwdav and had camped
overnight defore deciding
walk through he Laria Ghn
on Sunday. We werewalking
nvar hanildare noar tha rante ar
Deewhen the accident hap-

pened. Tge rofc wereveary
s ippy an ther just lost
his footing between two boul-
ders.

"\Aalnaw that T

It was verv ot
windy, and it took me about
three hours to get to the bothy
where...~ stayved on Sunday
night.

*We had plenty of food and
other supplies with us, so there
was nn real problem.

thouaht some neanle miaht he
passing on Monday mornina
who would be able to get help
— as | did not want to leave my
father alone.

"But it was Monday ninht
before three Englishmen
ariviad Mo all dacidad that it
would be best to stay

"This morning they set off to
telephone and the helicopter
s e N
are very grateful to them all.”

LIV Annls in
Rotterdam wsnedq his father
several times * Grav's
vesterday.

“The Injury is not too bad
and he hopes o be allowed out

gg)tlg,,,tngéa\u%cejgd. briously

our walking holiday plans are
over and we will be making
arrangements to fly back to
Rotterdam.

Lossie pilot flies on secret mission to school

t1t T Gear. from
RAF LOSSIG%GUN'\S "Rescue”

squedron explains the controls
of a Sea Kina heliconter
Alexander Mortice (left) and
Daniel Buchan yesterday dur-
ing a special mission which took
everyone in Primary 7 at South
Pari/(School Fraserburgh
except the teacher - by sur-
prise. Miss Lynne Cunningham
had asked RAF Lossiemouth

- inform Sea
Kings an 9 waast Ilghle(Pwhen a

live demonstration was offered.



SUMMARY FOR APRIL, 1990

nA

n7

07

in

12

12

24

28

2R

30

30

Accicted MRT in Search far fallen climher non An

Teallach. Bodv carried out.
WILL SON LEIGH GRIFFIN BURLINGHAM

Recovery of walker with broken ankle to ambulance

atittadria gl criFrn BoNTHRONE

Airlift of Danish Fisherman with crushed hand to
Aherdeen airnart
CLEMENTS CAMPBELL GRIFFIN BONTHRONE

Search for man missina in rubber dinav off Troun

Head. Subiect found bv Fraserburah lifeboat.
PRINCE CAMPBELL GRIFFIN BONTHRONE

Pump lifted to FV 'Ocean Triumph' taking on water
110 nm NNE of Aberdeen.
STROTHFRI FIGH THIRKFI | AITKFENI

Scrambhled to walker with diclocated shoiilder in

Cuilline Casualty transferred to ambulance.
STROTHER LEIGH THIRKELL AITKEN

Search for missina man in Cape Wrath area. Lifted
to local Paolice
PRINCF WII 1 SON I ITTI F POLINTNFY

Recoverv of walker with broken ankle from end of
I och Oninich to Fart William
PRINCE WILLSON LITTLE POUNINEY

Scrambled to missina Lvnx on Isle of Lewis. RTB
when Lvnx called in safe on the around.
STROTHERI FI(AH | ITI F POUNTNEY

Assisted MRT with cragbound climber on Ben Alder.

Deployed MRT in area then diverted to following.
GEAR LLOYD HOLMES POUNTNEY

Medevac of babv with viral infection from Mallaia
to Rainmaore.
GEAR LLOYD HOLMES POUNINEY

Scrambled to Shackleton crash on South Lewis.
LLOYD GEAR HOLMES BURLINGHAM

Tasked to transfer doctor and Kinloss MRT to crash

citn
PRINCE CAMPBELL GRIFFIN AITKEN

Hillwalker
comfortable
in hospital

il
wa-[;er was com ortable
hospital today after

Tan Bennachie at
Ihe wee end.

Mr Adhlan Law (45).

of Balmellie Road, Tur-
Allsinm wanith

hIS famlly on Saturday

afternoon when he fell
and rarimirad mue lan

Mr Law, an industrial

chemist wasrescued
helicopter
Lossiemouth and Iaken

fado Ao

t~s~t from y)vhere he
wacdriven
lance +~ Aherdeen

Pavial mirmaan:

Copter.
in Coolins

receriia/a
effart

A RESCUE effort was under
way in the northern Coolins in
Skve Ia}e last night affer a
woman climber was jured.

The woman, who was
accompanied by a man, has a
dislocated shoulder.

A spokesman at the RAF
Rescue Co-ordination Centre

Coastguard helicopter
dropped two members of the
Skye Mountain Rescue Team
it had haan

unahle to lft the woman off.

‘Memhers a- - RAF
Kinloss Mountain Rescue
Team, who were on an exercise
in the area, had also gone to
the scene.

The spokesman said an RAF
rescue helicopter had been sent
from Lossiemouth

Man Saved

In Moray
Firth drama

By JOHN THOMSON

A FULI-SCALE rescue operation in
Moray Firth may have been sparked off by a

group of young people skylarking.
PemnS WA ook Glace i e s8Ry £
young man adrift in a rubber dingy.

It involved a helicopter from Lossiemouth,
a Fraserburah lifeboat, tha Gardenstown
marine rescue unit and the police.

The lifeboat picked up the stranded man,

Geor Qe Strachan 52% of Graymar ouse,
Lum anan, after minute searc early

this morning.

And lifeboat secretary, Mr William Cowe,
revealed he had told off Mr Strachan about
the cost and inconvenience he had caused.

Mr Cowe said he spoke to Mr Strachan

after the lifeboat landed him at Fraserburgh
Harbour.

"He told me three of them had been in the
dingy in the harbour at Pennan. Two of them
jumped out but he stayed and was blown out
nf tho harkhane 1 e lil,
skylarking," said Mr Cé‘v\';é < lil-~ they were

"l got on to him for causin
expense and asked h?m% he re: |sed |t?1n'(';f"h
cost thousands of pounds."”

Mr Cowe said after the rescue, he drove Mr
Strachan back to Pennan where he is living
in a holiday home.

"He a%ked me to thank the crew for taking
him in said.

Lifeboat coxswain. Alhert Sutherland
said Mr Strachan had been glad to be aboard
the lifeboat.

eainning to think we would not
see'11|m in tﬁe waterg he sai

The alarm was raised around 11pm last
night when coastguards received an emer-
gﬁr&cg/ caII about a dingy drifting in the sea

After a search, Mr Strachan was picked up
about two and a half miles east of Pennan.



Wow, this dog is out on a limb!*

« He is man's best friend — but let's face it, this high-flying canine looks like he's wearing
the trousers as he is winched on board the Sea King helico) ter after the Search and Rescue

Dog Association's weekend exercise in Glencoe. Navigator

. Lt. Pat Thirkell is on the winch.

Another picture and
story — Page 7

* LAN FORSYTH 2+5

MA.IOR <earch
launched in the sea south-east
of Stornoway yesterday morn-
ing after an Army helrcopter
from Fort-Geo
verness, was reported mrssrng

However, the Lynx helicop-
ter with four people on board
nad arralhs landad An rienkan
Estate, at the head of Loch
Chall chant 2N milac ennith Af
Stornoway. )

Stornoway Coastguard said
that the alarm had been raised
Stornoway reported that the
helicopter <+~ disappeared
from their radar screen.

A spokesman for the rescue

%ﬂr(?a(/le aaée(an "T| ere sgems

have been a misunder-
standina
between tha helicopter and
Stornoway airport as to the
pilot's intentions.

A nArmy SPokesman said:
"My infarmatinn i -
helicopter landed at Eishken to
drop off passen?ers In doing
so, they got out of communica:.

tion. Thev later tnnk —££
again.

Involved in the search were
the Coastguard helicopter from

Stornowav and annther heli-
copter f+~w~ RAF LoOssie-

Stornoway, Lifeboat
an(!ljtne car(%erry Surlven%
also headed for the scene.

However, the search in an

dozenmiles
south east of Stornoway, was
called off after iust over an
hour when the missing heli-
copter was located.

Mum starts big air search
as son sits it out in bothy

A WORRIED mother sparked
off a big air search when her
24-year-old son failed to réturn

_ utvesterdav. Mr lan M

n, nf ~was
found safe and well — sitting in

a West Sutherland bothy.

Police said later: "There had

misunderstanding

home between the young man
and his mother about how long
he would be away.

"Tha mathar iindarctand ha
was to return home yesterday.

Glad cave  ha indiratad ha

would be walking until the end
of the week.

Neither Mrs McMillan nor
her Were available tg

"(’)‘Ir(\ivsntna?ion House, Woodlands

O KEN JONES

RAF Iressigertvelieopter from
traced Mr

- miniitne Af
arnina in tha caaran arad
The helicopter crew dropped
him off at Bonar Bridge police
station where, after an inter-
view, he was able to hitch-hike
home.
Meanwhile. Cumbrian
airlifted eoam~ ~
Skye mountalnsrde after an
aaonisina eiaht hours in bliz-
zard conditions.
ntninatta
Samsby (27), Burton in Ken-

dal. dislocated a shoulder while
lowering herself from a rock in

Climber P+5
airlifted 1440 so

WOMAN
airlifted to hosrg&g} a? Fort-

William last nrggrt after falling
in the KnoydartPeninsula.

woman was taken tn
Belford Hospital  with

injuries by an RAF helicopter
from Lossiemouth.

Police, who were waiting to
interview the woman, have e-

leased no further details.

Anline Aiirinn
hlllwalklng holiday ith
husband, Martin, and a friend,
Mr Robert Reynolds.

Skve Mniintain  Rescue
Team were alerted and later
lninAad M/ moemnate
Kinloss search team, on exer-
cise in the area.

Coastguard
helicoFter dropped two mem-
bers of the Skye team near the
scene, but was unable to airlift
Mure Camek, DECaAUSE Of dete-
norating weather conditions.
RAF Isssoaddighieopter from

eventually
picked up the woman, who was
then flown to Sligachan where
she was transferted
ambulance and tn
Broadford Hospital.



SUMMARY FOR MAY, 1990

01

n?

(1N

12

1A

1A

17

18

25

2R

2R

27

29

Tasked to assist the crash team at the Shackleton site.

WILLSON CAMPBELL, LITTLE POUNTNEY

Scrambled to Jaauar with control restrictions. Jaauar
landed safelv NAR

GEAR LLOYD LITTLE BURLINGHAM

Recovery of fallen climber from Cuillins to Raigmore.
PRINCE LEIGH LITTLE PAYNE

Airlift of iniured fisherman from FV 'OCEAN WAY' to
Aberdeen RI.

STROTHER | | OYD LITTLE BONTHRONE

Medevac of man with compressed spinal column  fram
Rai amoretn Aherdeen RI
STROTHER LLOYD LITTLE BONTHRONE

Recoverv of suspected Heart attack victim from
Montrose platform to Aberdeen RI.
PRINCF LEIGH HOLMES POUNTNEY

Medresciie of man with siisnect Heart attack from
survey ship 'PACIFIC HORIZON' to Aberdeen RI.
PRINCE LEIGH HOLMES POUNTNEY

Prenevac from Wick to Rainmore
LLOYD PRINCE HOLMES PAYNE

Recovery of fallen walker from Rvvoan Pass. Cairnaorms
to Rainmore.

WILLSON LEIGH GRIFFIN POUNTNEY

Scrambled to liaht aircraft with enaine trouble over
Loch Lochy. RTB a/c force landed safely.
STROTHER CAMPBELL. GRIFFIN AITKEN

Medevac of premature baby from Raigmore to
Aberdeen RI.

STROIHER CAMPBELL GRIFFIN AITKEN

Scrambled to recover fallen climber from near
Grantown to Aberdeen RI.
LLOYD PRINCE LITTLE BURLINGHAM

Medevac of two babies and mothers from Elain to
Abherdeen RI.
STROTHER WILISON HOLMES AITKEN

Recoverv of walker with dislocated shoulder in
uoillin~  Taken to Rroadford Hosn.
GEAR LEIGH LARKE POUNTNEY

Hurry

Borough Briggs football

in Aberdeen

sance de\l\mrdmu( to be

Hospital,

materniyg RN Bithtcoblpplees Elsin's
Maternity temporar
birth took place.

case, handl

mother and gone
woman had the rebop prematurely and it was decided to transfer her alto in

and baby

Aber or late BRUCE TAYLOR

were taken

‘gw ?M’n?u{\anesld
nomaﬁeﬁn"e"%é s TR ™

certainly astBiO)

& MoRystdraly got of to

For within onds ~f
beina born. litt] e arissa

Nnnald was winaina her
wav fo Aherdeen - courte-
sy ofr the IERE

In Moray as baby-ffiaKes =

1
Mandv(22) wiactn he
transferred to a Bea King
helicopter.

The flight was arranged
when the unbom hahv
showed signs of complica-
tinne But as the ambu-
lance drew up in Elain.
where the helicopter was
waitinn che made har
grand entrance.

erator
20 e s o great hassle and the it deleyed thefigh ony
ere

emergency

145104750 _
Platfarm man diec ac

airlift set in motion

A PRODUCTION technician has died after becoming ill on BP's
Magnus platform, 110 miles north-east of Shetland.

Mr Jeff Wood (40)._fram South Wales.was taken to the
platform’s sick bay on Tuesday. After showing initial signs of
improvement, his condition worsened and a doctor was airlifted
from Shell's nearby North Cormorant.

During the evening it was decided to fly Mr Wood to hospital. A
helicopter was already on its way to take him to Lerwick's Gilbert
Bain Hospital when he died.

A BP spokesman said: "We do not know the cause of death at
the moment, but Mr Wood's wife and family have been told and
the police have been informed in accordance with normal pro-
cedure."

He added that there would be a post-mortem examination

Meanwhile, a helicopter from RAF Lossiemouth had a bus
time yesterday, flying two missions to the North Sea to airlift men
with suspected heart attacks to Aberdeen Royal Infirmary.

The first incident involved a fisherman on the Inverness-
registered Kiloran, 100 miles north-east of Aberdeen.

Mr Sandy Main (41), from Lossiemouth, arrived in Aberdeen
just before noon. He left after treatment.

Atfter refuelling at Dyce, the helicopter flew to the seismic-
survey vessel Pacific Horizon, 120 miles east of Wick, and landed
an ill crewman in Aberdeen at 2.30p.m.

Ray contrace eries peatier

AThiyance: a r I d b u t
such hat yesterday's maternity e e

specialist-staffed

The chaim

By RAYMOND SHEWAN

In less than
mother and batﬁn hour

sately in Aberdeen Mater—
nity Hospital.

Now back home in Duff.
town, Mrs Donald said ¢
the helicopter crew: "Théy
were just excellent. Some
of them even came to the
hospital to ask for us."

Inconvenient though 71b
Larissa's arrival may have
been, she aptly chose her
narante' firet wedding
anniversary.

"We couldn't have asked
for a better present,” said
her proud dad.

Mr Forsyth has 1 of the MUM

mothers It

hi, here eale oil continue to car. 1

aled on em el one SAEARLP™

services in Moray

y
s il continue to ocpfriMoray

"l feel



SUMMARY FOR JUNE, 1990

n1 Medevac of severelv burnt male from Broadford

Abherdeen RI
GEAR PRINCE LARKE POUNTNEY

02 Recovery of injured fisherman from FV 'SAPPHIRE'
tn Aheardean
LLOYD ANDERSON HOLMES ATTKEN

n?  Scrambled to fallen climber in Cuillins. Taken

to Raiamore.
WILLSON PRINCE LARKE POUNTNEY

n7 Scrambled to report of upturned boat off Burghead.
Nil Found. WIFA.

na

Man badly
iniured

* AMAN was being treated for a
broken leg and ribs in the Dr
MacKinnon Memorial Hos-
pital, at Broadford, Skye, last
niaht. after falling  tha
Coolins
He is thought to have been

"found by Skye Mountain Res-
*cue Team, and transferred to

in
hellcopter from RAF Lossie- 9
mouth.

Meanwhile, Sea Kina
helicopter from RAF Lossie-
mouth took  hillwalker
Raigmore Hospital, Inverness,
after an accident in Skye.

n slipped and fell
while oul walkmg with a party

the

Coolins.
Skye Mo ntain Rescue
Team were alerted and took

injured walker off the hill

ta tha waitina nancrantar
The man, whose name was
B SN . Conntil
relatives had been informed, is

chest injuries.

Search for possible suicide victim between

WILLSON BELL. CORNES BURLINGHAM

llllJ_tl’Péi tEI%m hotv |
A SEA King rescue helicopter was scrambled last night from RAF
Lossiemouth to take an injured EI?(ln boy to hospital in Aberdeen.

Police at Elgin said thi

ey are mal

ing inquiries into how the six-

year-old boy was hurt. It is understood he has a fractured skull.

Woman hurt in
200ft. fall

SCHOOL teacher was
airlifted to hospital on Satur-
Ja}( after falling 200ft. while

alking on the West Coast
eIncoRter from RAF
LOSS|em0ut airlifted
Matthews (50),
Braeside pgrk. Gairloch,
Raigmore Hospital, Inverness,
where she was detained with
head, neck and leg injuries.

Climber falls
on Cuillins

A CLIMBER is in hospital at Inverness

after an 80ft fall on the Cuillin ridae. Skve.

ard Bound instructor Robin Watts
8 ans stretchere out%y the Skye

ntain rescue team before beln flown
Fga}gmore osgitarvby an RAF q

Mr Watts, from Gwynedd in Wales,
suffered leg and chest injuries.

in

12

18

1A

17

17

17

20

23

23

27

L ossie and Burahead. Nil Found.
GEAR RFI 1 CORNES BURLINGHAM

Scrambled to fallen climber in Cairnaorms. Unable

tn assist due to low cloud base. RTB.
STROTHER | FIGH GRIFFIN POLINTNFY

Recovery of fallen climber in CUI||InS to Raiamore.
1LLOYD | FIx Fi U

Medevac of head injuries boy from Elgin to

Aherdeen RI
BELL. ANDERSON LARKE BURLINGHAM

Medevac of 8 yr old baby from Wick to Edinburgh
PRINCE CAMPBELL LITTLE PAYNE

Medevac man with Haemorrhage from Golspie to

Raiamore.
LLOYD LEIGH LARKE POUNTNEY

Recovery of injured walker in Cairngorms to

Glenmore Lodge.
LLOYD LEIGH LARKE POUNTNEY

Medevac of lung transplant patient from Aberdeen

to Newcastle.
LLOYD LEIGH LARKE POUNTNEY

Airlift of poss heart attack victim from Lossie

<tatinn water tower
OVR I Elnm [TTLE PAy e VS

Recovery of seriously injured woman from Kintail

to Raiamore.
PRINCE ANDERSON HOLMES BONTHRONE

Compassionate lift from Lossie to Glasgow.
PRINCE ANDERSON HOLMES o oo

Canberra crash on Kinloss approach. One taken

to Raigmore
PRINCE BELL BODIAM PAYNE



Copters
lift hain

climbers
to safety

TWO people had to be airlifted
fram Scottish hijllg at the
weekend.

A 27-year-old climber who
was flown to Broadford Hos-
pital, Skye, from the Coolins
after a serious fall down a scree
slope, was last night recovering
after suraerv Raiamore
Hospital, Inverness.

r Winton Mairs, Rhodes
Farm, Alya, Clackmannan,

found |n|ured hv Skve
Mountain Rescue Team.
had apparently been hurt both
by his fall and by rocks which
he had dislodged ~nn ..imin
struck him as he fell on Sgurr
na Banachdich

When brought down by the
rescue team, it was suspected
he had suffered a fractured

pelvis. Shortly after his admis-
i Rroadfard's
MacKinnon Memorial Hos-
nital doctors decided he
should be transferred +~
Raiamore for orthopaedic
surgerv.

‘Meanwhile, a student was
airlifted from the Cairngorms
yesterday after injuring ~n
ankla

Lisa Miller (19). frAm
Kirckaldv. was one of a party
of 90 students from  Morav
House College, Edinburah.
climbing on Cairngorm.

She injured her ankle while
she was on Coire Raideirt.

Her college instructor, Nr
John Thayers (39), raised the
alarm and a Sea King helicop

ter was scrambled from RAF
Lossiemouth.

She was taken to Glenmore
and then on to Aviemore,
where she was treated bv a
local doctor. After treatment,
she returned to the party's base
at Glenmore Lodge.

Buckie trawl for cash

20 NN

ORGANISERS of Buckie's annual
Lifeboat Gala were today hoping to
trawl in over £2000 to contribute to

\/thal I Nl 111 aQ

"We were delighted that 202
Squdron agreed to come and give a
demonstration of how they rescue
nennle - tha caa " .1
Rennle chairman nf the Buckle
RNI I Gommittee and

manacer at the town's Bank of
Scotland branch.

His wife Rosie is also very much
involved in today's annual bash as

she is a member of Buckie RNLI

Womens Guild.
"And so that he didn't feel left

eighteen-year-old
Q%heth recently Janed the boat

as a crew member." added lan.

5« 5 KR500N
Baby Transferred To

Edinburgh Hospital
AN RAF L th
tra\nsferred%sil(‘)3 r(]]aouo Id tt]zﬁ)l)l/cfo prer
Wick to the Edlnburgh Hospital for
Sick Children. The aircraft flew to

doctor incubator
Edinburgh.
bal)yk é?é‘blfe a&%sus

THE 10-day-old baby girl who

wasWrIEtedérain uip%ubgto

Children's H
was repone

RIS

night but still very ill.
She was taken to Edinburgh
by RAF helicopter.



SUMMARY FOR JULY, 1990

n2

NR

na

na

14

15

18

19

22

29

25

28

29

31

Search for owner of rucksack found floating down
Spey. RTB when capsized canoeist called in safe.
PRINCE LEIGH LARKE. POUNTNEY

Search for missing diver in Scapa Flow. Found by

surface craft dead. NAR
CAMPBELL, PRINCE LITTLE BONIHRONE

Search for 3 missing walkers nr Loch Arkaig.

Found safe and well, taken to road.
PRINCE. GEAR LITTLE BONIHRONE

Medrescue of overdosed 4 yr old from Durness to
Raiamore.
GEAR CAMPBELL. LITTLE POUNINEY

Search for missing 70 yr old walker in Cuillins.

Man walked in safe.
GEAR CAMPBELL. LITTLE POUNTNEY

Scrambled to fallen fisherman in Spey. Found
body 250 yds downstream.
BELL LEIGH HOLMES BONTHRONE

Red flares seen off Mallaig. Search carried

out with nil found.
CAMPBELL. WILISON HOLMES POUNINEY

Scrambled to man seen drifting in Dinghy.
Ennind eafa achnra

BELL. ANDERSON BODIAM BONIHRONE

Iniured walker in Rvvoan Pass. Lifted to
ambulance at alenmore lodae.

PRINCE. WILISON LITTLE BURLINGHAM

Medevac transplant patient from Thurso to

Aberdeen RI.
WILISON PRINCE. HOLMES BURLINGHAM

Report of aircraft ditchina south of Montrose.
Search ecarried oiit with nil forind
SIROTHER ANDERSON LARKE POUNINEY

Scrambled to report of man seen walking in
water. Nothing found after Cruden Bay search.
STROTHER BELL LARKE POUNINEY

Medrescue of casualty from MV Seamac to Dyce.

Casualty dead prior to pick up.
STROTHER ANDERSON LARKE, BONIHRONE

Medevac injured boy from Forres to ARI.
BELL. PRINCE HOLMES ATTKEN

Recovery of 350 Ib American tourist with heat

exhaustion from Loch Avon to Glenmore.
PRINCE LEIGH HOLMES ATTKEN

Rescue
men Nn

alert”

* CAROL GRUGEON

SEARCH and rescue teams in
Britain are ., .....inm 1o
hectic mid-summer season.

The man in charna af the
RAF's rescue facilities is urging
holidaymakers o ore
care before they head to the
sea or the hills.

Air Vice-Marshal Jim Morris

sal he i
summer holidays are easily the
RAF resciie Co-ordination
AAAAAA Edinburgh and
Plymouth.

"1+ means our helicopter
crews, and those of the Royal
Navy and HM Coastguard,

- _look after
militaryand civilian ajrcrew

T trouble, are
being used frequemﬂl to ass?st
people who get into difficulties
at sea or in the hills.

"l ack preparation,
plain thninhtlacenace A~~~
mean a rescue helicopter being

cident when it might be needed
for a major emergency.

“"With the main school break
now under way, | would urge
narante nf rhildran tn ha fara
ful when they are planning to
tackle any outdoor gctivities.
We want people +~ eniov
themselves, nat and 11n asa
search and rescue statistic.”

- - RAF's L _an
ordination centre at Pitreavie
have assisted more than 800
people so far this year, but they
say they are busiest between
Apriland September, when

longer gavliuht and better
weather bring more people out

They claim lack of prepara
tion, poor or badly maintained
equ‘ipgem, ignﬁrance of highly
variable weather iti
and over-confidence aFeOQ%'HR&S
the main factors which result in
many outings ending in disaster
or tragedy.

Thev
seok proasdl 19,pegplg fo
undertaking an outing in an
unfamiliar area.
ir. Vice-Marshal i
sa%:""A couple of phonylp.;lrés
~onla b~ gimple insurance

which would be very useful if
things start to go wrong.

lowina 5
Kinloss to Aberdeen.

Hospital

Angler swept to death
after fall into Spey

AN ELDERLY analer Was
swept to his death after falling

into the River Spey on Satur-
day night.
ye's'{é?d%smgﬁnqyaldecott
ﬁ;ﬁ i Ramsburv. near
arlborough, Wiltshire.

Lin maa ~ ¢ With a partv
who were fishing the Spey near

Woman survives

peak plunge Nrs

A GI ASGOW
recovering in hospital last night

Mra Sarah  Dickson (43)
Canborne Road, was reported
missing on Saturday after fail-

ing to return from a solo walk.
search was launched in-

volvina I ochaher  Mountain
Rescue Team and a Sea King

hnliﬁ‘nnfnr fram RAF
Leuchars.

Mrs Dickson was found with
leg injuries and was airlifted to

- Hospital. Eart_
William, where spe was sa‘l—a?o
be "comfortable". In

helicopter from RAF Lossie-

O ALASTAIR BISSET mouth was called in to help.

L N

the Imnerial Distillerv 2t c;}i‘é?ot?s(’éﬁylﬁg%ﬁnd A

ﬁarfrolr_arouﬂd 9.300.m4(\j/vhen short distance downstream by
e fell into the water and was the helicopter crew.

swept downstream. . . . .
After the alarm was raised, a Police said last night that
search of the area was carried there were no suspicious cir-

out, and a =~ min~ rneann s

Rescuers to CE 245+
the fore again

THE popular TV series Rescue, hich was
based on the work of the Search anc‘{\lRescue
Unit, 202 Squadron, RAF Lossiemouth, will
feature as part of this year's Granite City Air
Rallv
b Nhl_ercPt%ers of the unc;tﬁlvill tﬁlk about life
ehind tl ra an w the sgries was
made, at?(ﬁ'ﬁml? Loage I-Poteﬁ on Saturday
August 3.
The rally is being staged that weekend at

Dvee. with an expected entrv of 60 liaht
aircraft.

Boy safe after mercy flight

A FORRES boy was satisfactory today fol-
i aliconter merev dash  frAam

By RAYMOND SHEWAN

William Sutherland (14), Bynack Place, Aberdeen Royal Infirmary after his condi-

Hawas taken to the town'
D ?%ut H<ater transferred

Sea King search-and- rescue helicopter to  §Ricf;

DySHRAE ook W

raceiNeair higdi® injthe Kinloss arere ontlv tion deteriorated.

Polic_?_are trying to trace the person who
illiam to Leanchoil Hospital and are
also a%peallng for witnesses to the accident
appened about 9.45pm.



Hannv

andinn

for SOS
mission

A SEA King helicopter from
RAF Lossiemouth was scram-
hlpdlast night after a holi-
daymaker was thought to be in
difficulty in a dinghy in Burg-
head Bav.

But Mr Peter Dobson was
found safe nnthe beach at
Roseisle.

Mr Dobson and his brother-
in-law. Mr Ken Fitch. ---
hearhad thair dinahv at
Roseisle.

_When the inaminn tide
lifted the dinghy and carried it
along the beach the two men
set off in pursuit.

Mr Dobson borrowed a small
dinghy to paddle out to retrieve
their boat. As he seemed to be
gettmg into difficulties,

rnn‘.,\Buruhead and
contacted the auxiliary coast-
quard.

However, when a helicopter
arrived Mr Dobson was found
to be safe and well. He was
flown to Burghead.

coastguard spokesman
said: "The incident was not as

serious as at first thought.'

Meanwhile, a Fife family of
four who were reported miss-
ing between Gigha and Oban
on their 37ft. yacht, Ailsa Ban,
turned up safe and well yes-
terday.

Relatives. concerned when
the Dunstaffnage-based vessel
did not show up after a voyage
from Northern Ireland. raised
the alarm on Tuesday night.

) Oban Coastanard con-
firmed yesterday that the two
A5 g0 e Sl gl
Méarina, 12 miles~~:+~ ~f
Oban.and had been in no
danaer.

Kidney woman's airlift to new life

ANORTH woman was undergoing surgery
last night after an airlift gave
chance of a new life.

Kinghelicontar fram RAF
Lossiemouth Was scrambled on its medical
mercy mission early yesterday.

It touched down in the High School
playing fields at Thurso where it uplifted
the woman and flew her to Aberdeen.

The patient from Caithness, who has not
been named, underwent a kidney trans-

plant operation in the renal unit at Aber-
deen Royal Infirmary.

*0 NEIL WATSON

esman for. Grampian Health
Boarégalh ?19 was still % % Rmatre late
last night and no condition report would be
available until today.

No details were released on the donor
who had been in the hospital for a few
days, said the spokesman.

atients from throughout Grampian and
the Highlands and Islands go to the Aber:
deen unit and the donor rate has increased

since the first kidney-transplant operation
at the infirmary in 1975.

I _Caithness, fund-raisers collected
610?)00 in five years for a kidney machine.

kidney machine which would be installed at
Caithness General Hospital, Wick, but the
fund-raising committee were told two years
ago this would not be feasible.

Instead, the money paid for a dialysis
caravan for holidaymakers and the balance

prarBR e ealthuiyResd.and help not

A Christmas cracker in
the summer sunshine

CHRISTMAS came early for a group

helicopter from RAF Lossiemouth to pick

of Speyside youngsters when Santa -
complete with fur-timmed cloak and

snowy-white beard - paid a rare
summer visit to Craigellachie.

In sweltering heat Santa, allas barman
Gary Webster, droppe

tha
Craigellachie Hotel to mect enthusiastic

local children.
They had been quick out them art ve
writina letters requests for festive

presents, which included personal stereos,
dnll's nrame and dictinnaries  Taking no
chances with the British postal system, the
youngsters asked the crew of a Sea King

up their sack of mail and deliver
Santa's home in Lapland.

As Father Christmas put in a personal
appearance,  heliconter winchman was
lowered into the hotel grounds to collect the
postbag.

Satisfied that their letters were safcly on
their way to the frozen North, the children
turned their attention to other important
festive preparations by helplng Santa and
hotel staff mix Christmas puddings.

The tasty treats have boen set aside in a
safe place, allowing the flavour to develop,
until Christmas when they will be served to
quests at the Craigellachie Hotel.

anta witnesses tho arrival in Craigellachie of a Sea King helicopter to colloct tho chlidron’

NS Phots

"Survey ship

man dies

A CREWMAN from a North
Sea survey ship has died after
collapsing on board the vessel
40 miles north-east of Peter-
head on Saturday afternoon.
The man was transferred
from the Kommander Michael
to the barge Semac I, which has
a medic and hospital facilities,
then taken by a helicopter from
RAF Lossiemouth + ~ Aber-

deen.

However, he was found to be
dead on arrival. The man, who
hac nat hann namad b nalica
i ~bhelieved tao he from the
North of Enaland.

Forres
airlift

aets
hattar

FORRFS hay William
Sutherland (14), whn was
airlifted to hosbital in Aber-
deen by an RAF SeaKina
helicopter on Sunday night.
was satisfactory yesterday.
William. Bynack Place, was
eanch0|l Hospllal

PN PN

i he
‘éﬁbgrently fall|ng on RS b|ke

in tha \/inlnce araal
The Lossiemouth Sea King
took him to Aberdeen Royal
Infirmarvafter his condition
deteriorated.
Police are trying to trace the
person Who took William to

L[eanchon_Hr)SDir‘aI e
also appealing for witnesses 10

the 9. 45p m. accident.

i+ information
should contact police at Forres

or their nearest police station.





































Moiintain death toll

Worsens

Climher
killed

ice-fare

traae

ONF OFScotland's most
experienced climbers has died

in another weekend of tragedy

in the mountains.

Rescue team leader Mr Phil
Jones' ice-face fall brought the
number of deaths to seven in
lace than a fartninht - and
police confirmed another man
was still missing last night.

Mr Jones (42), was demon-
strating ice-descent techniques
during a weekend exercise with

his squad — the Assynt Moun

tain Rescue Team -
plunged off a crag on the 3000ft

Seana Bhraigh, on the borders
of Sutherland and Ross-shire in
Strath Mulzie.

Paramedics flown tn tha
mountain by an RAF Lossie-
mouth helicopter were unable
to save Mr Jones.

Mr Jones, Hillside, Strathan
Lochinver, leaves a widow and
two teenage children.

In 1988 he received a leader-

$hR fAmen AN oL s al
M bi Side et ass anto

series Rescue.
Another climber who fell
500ft down rocks and snow on

WEATHER

Caithness, Sutherland. Ross
and Cromarty, Western Isles,

Inverness-shire, Central High-

lands. Dundee, Moray Firth-
Windy, with rain and snow in

morning. Dry and bright in
Dundee:

"Full forecast — Page 2

« LATE last night the bodies
of two climbers were found in
Craia Meaghaidh, near
Newtonmore. after a search
by Lochaber Mountain Res-

Friday has died in Aberdeen
Royal Infirmary. X
Off-duty Aberdeen police-

man, Det Sgt Kenny Lawson,
watched as Leeds man Mr Ren

RIEAROUEE)
on Friday.

Mr Lawson instantly alerted
rescue sguads on his emer-
gency radio.

TV researcher Mr Croft was
on board anRAF Leuchars
helicopter within five minutes
of the accident, but doctors
were unable to save his life.

nliimmatad

at Lochnagar

N

dv

Bleak Glencoe claimed
another victim yesterday as
three separate helicopter res-
cue operations were mounted
to save people trapped by the
freezing conditions.

The dead man - whn hi
not heen named - was h
lieved to have been swept away
by an avalanche. His body was
taken to Fort-William where a

post mortem examination will
be held.

Another avalanche nearby
hi limber. who was later
retsgugJ bybae Wessex he%copter
from Prestwick, which flew him
to Fort-William's Belford Hos-
pital.

He was later named as Mr
James Caughie, 58 Gardiner
Street, Glasgow.

« Last weekend four men died
and two others were injured in
a series of accidents on the
frozen mountain slopes.

The dead included m?\d/i(_:al

i Nr ke

1EAa127), who lost. his
footing during a solo ice-face
climb on Cairn Gorm, and 17-
year-old Perth Mr
Stuart Adam, who fell 300ft
down Winter Corrie, Glen
Cova.

« Together again - Mum Carol and nine-year-old Jamie,
who spent yesterday sleeping off the effects of his sub-zero
ordeal in the open air.

Rescued boy safe
back home after
sub-zero ordeal

ANINE-YEAR-OLD Peterhead boy was at home vesterday
sleeping off the effects of spending a night in the open in sub-zero
temperatures.

Jamie O'Brien, 36 Maiden Street, sparked one of the biggest
searches of the Buchan coastline in recent years on Sunday night,

when he failed to return home from a picnic with his two brothers
and a friend. o .

He was found shivering but well, sleeping on the banks of River
Ugie, not far from the new Birnie Bridge, ~shortly after 8am
yesterday. After a visit to the doctor, he was allowed home where
he slept for most of the day.

_Last night, his parents, John and Carol, thanked all those
involved in"the search, who included an RAF helicopter crew from

Lossiemouth, the police, coastguard, personnel from RAF Buchan
and numerous local volunteers.

Mrs O'Brien (36), who also spent the night looking for her son,
said she was glad the ordeal was over.

"It was really terrible. Everything goes through your mind. Now
| am shattered, but so grateful he was found.

"It's amazing how everyone rallies round at such a time. We
can never thank them enough," she said.

A pupil at Peterhead Central School, Jamie had gone to an area
known as the Pirates' Graveyard, north of Peterhead, with his
brother, Martin (16), and some friends.

On the way home the boys split into two groups. Jamie, who had
been crossing the golf course, twisted his leg and collapsed from
exhaustion.

Mrs O'Brien said Jamie had heard the helicopter and spotted
three policemen nearby during the night. “"He shouted but they did

not hear him," she said.

Boy survives freezing night in open

* ROBERT
MCALLISTER

Chief reporter

A NINF-YFAR-OI D
Peterhead bov was today
reunited with his familv
after snendina the niaht
alone in the onen in si1h-
zero temperatures.

.Rescuers found Jamie O'Brien
shivering, but wel F near?he Blver

Ugie, shortlv after a massive
search for him restarted.

The search, involving an RAF
helicopter, police and coastguard
personnel and numerous local

people; was sparked off last niaht
W%en Jan?ie?aﬁled to return from

a picnic with friends.

His parents, John (34) and Carol
(36),said a huae thank vou to
eveiyone who had helped in the
frantic night of searching.

Mrs O'Brien said Jamie had left
early vesterday withhis older
brother Martin (16) and some
triends for a picnic at an area

SNOWFALLS, accompanied by continued "
Jro ovenntad fvns Andre%v Taylor (20), from York, was descend-
ing the slope with another Aberdeen University
student, Samuel Benson (20), from Brierly Hill,

bitterly-cold temperatures.

most of the North and North-east today, but the
resulting cover should be generally fairly light.

might be fairly widespread.

e present combination of sub-zero tempera-

tures and biting north-easterly winds could make
conditions very hazardous and the public were
advised to keep a check on weather forecasts and

warnings on radio and TV.

A Met official in Aberdeen warned the weather
could worsen tomorrow when a trough of very
cold air approached from the Continent. This
could produce more significant falls of snow.

Yesterdav an Aberdeen Universitv student was
RAF helicopter to Dundee Royal
Infirmary after breaking a leg when he lost his

airlified b

QUOTE

" Now | am shattered but very happy and we are so

grateful to everyone a/vauo

veryone rallies roun
thank them enough. )

such'a time - we can

helped. It's amazin% how

ever

— Jamie's mother, Mrs Carol O'Brien

known as The Pirates' Graveyard
north of Peterhead.

On the way home the boys split
into two arouns. Jamie V\X\O Rad

heen r‘rnc:inn_ tha trunm'e Anlf
had tried to reach the
other group at Craigewan Beach

But on the way he twisted his
lea and collapsed from exhaus-
tinn
or the mien, searing or nose

night searcﬂl%g for tﬁe
alnaster.  said recciiers. miist
Have Baeh within yards of Jamie
but had missed him.

Jamie, who was allowed home
after a visit to the doctor, said he
had heard a helicopter and seen a
group of policemen.

He had shouted but his voice

Lochnagar.

was weak and they couldn't hear
him
He said he had pulled his coat
over his head and had been able
fall asleep despite havina no
shelter.

Mrs O'Brien said the night had
been an awful experience "It was

i . i s
Jealivterdble. P MG RPT
would have

ha--- -

found him - and | was almost
~ « hawasn't aoina to he

there." she said.

"Now | am shattered, out very
hanny @nd we are so arateful to
eveI;]yone who helped.

Ing how éveryone rallies round at
such a time. We can never thank
them enough.”

footing and slid down a steep ice slope on

Dudley, when the accident happened shortly after

ZDfWe pair had completed a snow-and-ice climb

onth

ol |créosrg?aeﬁsrtl%?/ﬁgre'slid about 50 feet before
stopping himself with his ice-axe, but as a result
of catching a crampon in the ice during the fall,

he received a severe fracture to a lea. .
The Braemar and Grampian Police mountain
_ called out and an RAF Sea

rescue - |
King helicopter from Lossiemouth was scram-
During the rescue, the temperature had been
very cold, with quite heavy snow showers making
it difficult to get to the accident area.
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NEWS IN FOCUS

Unwelcome intruders make it a hazardous anniversary for the Search and Rescue men of 202 squadron. Andy Malone spent 24 hours with one crew

Sea King crews
inin the iet set

"JESUS, the
change in plt f%'ylgg%rfﬂcer Cl;rnls1

Leigh's voice is as unexpected as the
tha Rurcanaariat Cinalina anrnce tha
front of the Sea King hellcopter

"I've got dL sl
coming, in fast 300 metres below the

side.” Flight Lieutenant

Campbell, 30
able beneath the black visor in
helmet. remains calm. assessing the
route and speed of another potentially
hazardous airspace intruder.

This is not a pooled dispatch from
the Gulf; this is D flight 202 Squadron,
RAF Lossiemouth, plus its 10-ton Sea
King, carrying out one of many training
sorties neéded to keep skills as’sharp as

one of the rotor blades holdina them
above the mountains.
and The teII and SAe Acre
R crew.
Search and Rescue Semper qullante
Always Vigilant. This week is the
official 50th .
inception, the helicopter |ncorporated
aftar ite inuantinn
Thevigilancelast Thursday was
enforced Increased
Iow ﬂ)f]ng training over the north east
by fighter crews preparing for the Gulf

az a.Jiiegeiteandaierday fromaRbeter

Kinloss 10 miles away, the Sea Kings
take off from Lossiemouth. Both run-

Th@fé*ﬂﬁ?&}%ﬂw@ crews' messages

through the on-board radio gains an
Upbealpxr‘lmhlll’rv in such circum-
stances.  Nort Ao crew
scampers out Of its K‘ISSaI’I%LII on some
100 serious incidents each year, the
mood is measured more horn-
rimmed spectacles in style than aviator
shades. X .

"We have all trained in iets. | ao
chopped at the final stage. 'The RAF
stream us into jobs that suit the dif-
ferent aircrew. Aggressive flash. and
more arrogant for ?ghter pilots; calmer,

more thoughtful and reliable for SAR
crew," says Campbell

During 24 hours last week — sharing
their small quarters a rotor length away
from the hangar that houses the two
Sea Kings kept on 15 minute standby

—the good-humour turns to introspec-

nan Alls tirne ta tha

: thn
tragedles theé/ have dealt with.
scrambled 0’%00 hours tn f|\, ta

. ANA Rinls 1in A Al itk
broken legs. The log book records the
rescue as Simply: "Alert from Pitreavie.
Proceeded+~ the location. = Climber
lifted by winchman. Airlifted to Fort
Wllllam RTBd(return to balse(]j

Such records neatly logged daily in

thcaptam S h?n writina old dif-
erent memories ose involved

Campbell: "I remember a guy we had
to evacuate to hospital. He was in a
mess. We couldn't carry out a transfu-

sion. We had to try O|fliishbags of
bim dive. He was deanisraitriyedkeep

himale His the dead kids that make
| ittle:
mad. Parents take them
MR ur 3%,

n dldes \ll\mlhm it Inrnnhe clathinn

ad one little qirl witl

shivering and shaking. [ Sh%(hx,gsl

thermia. You want to hit someone.
Aitken; “Dangling from  the cable

with @ 3,000n drop below aq .-

attempted tn lift somebody in the

middle of the niaht from a ledae on the
Ben (Ben Nevis). I'm scared of heights

| wouldn't look down from the top of

St Paul's Cathedral.

arcan to ceyERBIEL ISalssS

rotors ISR awa
%%‘me‘%ﬁ%!?e. We were down to sixy

feet, the wind bucking the plane.

The ground crew are also on call.
round the clock. "We're all just people
doing a job, nothing special, despite all
the fubbish that's written about SAR,’

said gne engi ineer
ground crew relatlonshlp

Coastwatch: Winchman Dave Aitken scours the coast near Lossiemouth on a training sortie by the RAF's search and rescue service



SUMMARY FOR MARCH 91

02 2 avalanched climbers from COIRE AN-F-SNEACHDA

to Raiamore
PRINCE, WILISON LITTLE BARNES

02 1 person with back injury from Cairngorm

car nark to Raiamare
PRINCE WILLSON LITTLE BARNES

02 Scrambled to assist Leuchars MRT with search
MRT found missing person safe and well, NAR.
PRINCE WILISON LITTLE BARNES

03 Searchfor missina persons at Lochnaagar

relieved bv 138
PRINCE WILLSON LITTLE BARNES

03 138 not reauired for above search as missina

person alreadv recovered.
LLOYD POLLOCK LARKE BONTHRONE.

03 Deployed MRT on Ben Nevis to recover injured

climber ,casualty taken to Raigmore.
LLOYD POLLOCK LARKE BONTHRONE

05 Ferry ST ROGNVALD disabledeby large wave
4 crew lifted by 137 while vessel steamed in
circles, winchman assisted R117 to recover 10

crew once steerina recovered
WILLSON PRINCE LITTLE BARNES

14 Scrambled to assist Glencoe MRT, while briefing
with MRT missing person walked out.
LLOYD POLLOCK LITTLE BARNES

16 Search at LOCHNAGAR for 2 overdue climbers

Weather porevented helicopter search.
BELL, POLLOCK LITTLE BARNES

17 Scrambled to assist Mayday aircraft inbound

to Dalcross,landed safely.
PRINCE GEAR BODIAM ATTKEN TRETHENEY

21 Skier with broken legat lurchers gully taken

with friend to Raigmore.
BELL. LLOYD HOLMES BRAGG

22 Injured seaman from CAM GENET 70 mm East of
ﬁ%&?ﬁﬂD@F@Ngéﬁm ATTKEN

24 Medevac two babies in incubators from Wick
I\%MEHRPIE%LLOCK BODIAM ATTKEN

25 Medevac llyr old boy with suspected Meningitis

from Wick to Raiamore.
HODGSON LEIGH LARKE. BURLINGHAM

26 Fallen climber in CUILLINS lifted and taken
,&H E@Q&S’IWSLM'HOLMES TRETHEWEY

27 Scrambled to oil rig BRAE BRAVO with gas

leak, NAR.
GEAR POLLOCK BODIAM TRETHEWEY

28 Fallen climber at SPIDEAN MIALACH with leg

injury, taken to Raigmore
GEAR POLLOCK BODIAM TRETHENEY

29 Fallen climber at CREAG MEAGOIDH lifted and

taken to Raiamore
WILLSON LEIGH LARKE BARNES

29 Fallen climber BEN ALDER , Cairngorm MRT
deployed to recover casualty due to bad weather
Casualtv taken to Raiamore

WILLSON LEIGH LARKE BARNES

31hJetskier in difficulty off Nairn, found safe
asnaore.

WILLSON LEIGH HOLMES BURLINGHAM

31 Medevac 68yr old man with head injuries from

Raigmore to ARI.
WILLSON LEIGH HOLMES BURLINGHAM



Elderlv
walker

snotted
bv RAF

AN ELDERLY hillwalker was
found safe and well early yes-

terday after spending a ninht
on a remote H%hland%illsiﬂé’?

NAv~ i
Clermiston.lﬁ(?a'ame't:rﬁEm'
burgh, who is in her 60s.
spotted by the crew of an RAF
belicopter near Moy Lodge at
Loch Laggan, Badenoch.

She had become separated
from herthree . -
&his walkinGne GGG
Estate on Sunday.

They reported her missing at
9pm on Sunday, when weather
conditions were frosty.

A large-scale search of the
area was launched by Cairn-.
gorm and RAF Kinioss moun-
tain rescue teams. aided by
dogs, police and civilians.

The search was resumed at
first light yesterday and Mrs
Fahian was found in mid-
mornina.

A police spokesman at Avie-
oAl s & S hygs
taken shelter during the dark.

*When she was picked up

she was shaken, but in good

it - .
;ira“tgd oﬁ‘qﬁé’ ﬂl‘ﬁsvxnﬂiﬁirﬁe'
of the year is very lucky to

escape’injury.
Mrs Fabian was treated by a

o I annan hefare
rejoining her companions.

Hunt for

pensioner
lostin 4 18341

the hills

* RAYMOND SHEWAN

. FULL-SCALE searc s continuing in
‘Badenoch today for an Qaﬂéﬁy WOman miss:
ing overnight in the mountains.

Searcg,teams wer% out all night in sub-
zero conditions after the woman™ __pgjieved
to be in hﬁr 605 - became separated from
a party of hillwalkers.

_The search, involving the Cairnggrm nd
Kinloss mountin rescue teans and police
witﬂ tracker dogs, got under way at mid-
ninht

et betweémncednaateariet

The alarm was raised around 9pm by the
woman's three companions. She went miss-
ing as they were descending the 3036ft Geal
Charn.

A Sea King helicopter from RAF Lossie-
mouth was called in at first light. Overnight
conditions were said to have been very cold,
with a severe frost.

Kingussie police said the woman, under-
~+~~d 1~~~ gn exnerienced hillwalker from
the Edinburgh area, was reasonably well
eauinned.

_Two students @ssairadwitthonly minioo:
Iniuries afte y

r
i separate incidents at the weekend.

Search mounted for

initired climbher

TWO West Highland mountain-rescue teams were searching

around the summit of 3194ft Beinn Sgitheall in a snowstorm late
last night for an injured woman climber

Plockton after airli

fﬁter from Lossiemouth was standing lt)z\i/ir?t

ng four members of the Glenelg moun

rescue team close to the summitat 6p.m. .
Two hours later, a 10-man team from Kintail mountain-rescue

unit were also airlifted in darkness to join the search.

Then, at 9pm, they made a radio request to team secretary Mr
Bnan Lane to call out the remainder of the squad.

"It was a very cryptic message." said Mr Lane. "They said thes
were having difficulty locating the injured woman."

The injured woman's male companion set off down the Glenels
side of the mountain and arrived exhausted just before Spm at the
home of Gieneig mountain-rescue team leader Willie Macken-

7ie
He turned out three team-mates after taking down location
details from the climber.

th helicopter flew the team close to the spot

described by the man, but the woman was not located.
Police understand the woman is unlikely to be able to make her

own descent because her fall had resulted in her sustaining a
severe hip or thiah iniury.

Oilmen
airlifted

afters
aas leak

AGAS leak on a NogSea
platform forced the helicopter
evacuation of more than 100 oil

+~ Aberdeen last

The avnniintian
29.000-fonne Texaco-HaRta
Tartan Alpha platform was de-

scribed as a "controlted down-
mannina” followed discover
of a gas leak'in"an export rise|
pipe at 3.35pm.

Recently-installed topside
Armarnancs chitdaumm VaIVeS
operated on cue gnd in-field
aircraft were mobilised.

The Sumburgh-based Coast-
guard S-61N helicopter and an
RAF gea Kinna fram Inasie
ot werescrambled as a
-~~~ Nimrod
reconnaisance aircraft was also
called in.

The evacuation of 112 non-
essential personnel appears to
have been a copybook oper-
ation, helped by light southerly
winds and good visibility.

The men were first flown off
T Alpha o pearpy
semi-submersible rigs Borenv
Dolphin and Tresure ggeker.
They were then transferred to
other helicopters for the 120.
mile flight to Aberdeen.

Neith fth

thn~ emergency
helicopters™ 54
naadad -

Texaco said 50 people were
left on the platform to carry out
repairs to the export riser, but
1 \Wae UNAble ra ca kA
production might resume.

Accordina ~ ~nmanane

~~ theshutdoun of
Tartan Alpha ~1~~ favann
Amerada Hess and Occidental
UK 1o suspend qypyt from

asuyj ialelnts
AHéla03 transports

gas from its AHOO1 platform to
Tartan Alpha and then into the
Frigg gas export system, while

Tartan Alpha oil is pumped to
Occidental's clamare pat-
form and then to Flotta. 6}@

Mountain toll: 1 dead, 3

A JOINT services mountain-
cering expedition ended in
tragedy on Saturday when one
of the team of five, a Naval
warrant officer from Dunterm-
line, fell to his death in Glen-
coe

arine enaineer Navird
HEM(AO). servﬂg g\l)oard HMS

Intrepid based at Portsmouth

was traversing a snow gully on
Buchaille Etive Mor -~
lipped and fell 400ft down the
uully, receiving fatal injuries.

An RAF belicopter from

Lossiemouth Anllad
and attended but Mr Hall was
already dead.

. Thic ic tha third climbin
iatality in Glencoe trﬁils year. a

Thraa arridante
occured in the Glencoe area on
Sundav afternoon. with

hiart

further incident in the Loch-
aber area on Sunday night.

Police at Fort William were
I in tA AiviAa miuonh Antal Ar
the casu'alties due to the Lfnpre-
cedentedépres ure
tain-rescue incidents.

Shortly aftar noon. Mr
StephenJohn
WittRoad, Fair Oak,
leigh, Hampshire, was up lifted
from Stob Coire nam Beith by
RAF helicopter to the Belford
Hospital, Fort William, suffer-
ing from a fractured ankle and
leg.

Later. a male member of a
party of four ice climbing at
Stnh Caire nan | nchan

Climber in
mountain

snowstorm
rescue

* MARTIN TREACHER

A WOMAN climber who lay
initirad i :
519416en Soritheall last night
i h |
r\]/\(l)ausrsrt%ggg\e}q during the early

1_9_nl"ifﬂ”\|ir~hnlcd{,’2k;|\ -t
Muirjston Road. Edinburgh,
was found by a 15-man Glenelg

mountain rescue team follow-
na a six-hour search.
Shewaq airlifted to Raio-
more Hospital, Inverness, and
discharged this morning.

Micc"Nirhnle had fallan

about 100 metres from the sum-

yesterday afternoon, sufferina

mit of the Wester Ross Munro

severe bruisina.

Her male companion set off
down the mountain and at 5pm

arrived avhaiictad at tha hnmea

of Gleneln mayintain recciie

leader Willie Mackenzie.
An RAF | nssiemouith hell-

thAa maiintain tanm aAlanna +a tha
summit at around 6nm.
Twao hntirg:--

team from Kintail mountain

vmmntia it aimen Alaa Aidifad

intn rt]he storm to ioin the

searcl

At Onm the Glenela trio

ade ~ —--1-

m -
rgﬁln. Two further members of

eGleneln —

hiint and Miss Nichols was
eventually found and taken off

the mountain by stretcher.

mbmv A AA aanl

rA~AUIAFAA PAAM A TAALINREA
suffering from a fractured left
femur after falling 60 tr.
ri climber was also res
ned by hgﬁcopter?rom 35
Coire nam Beith , believed to
aiifferinn fram minnr
Rejuitels Hospisddo taken to the

Late last night police at Fort

William were undertaking a
further search in yet another
incident.
* RESCUE workers from
Courmayeur, |¥\é?y ounét e
bodies of seven people, includ-
ing a two-year-old child, killed

i avalanche nearMon
Bici vesterday. Police sai
thev held gut « i hana £ar
anather 10 people feared
buried.



RAF
dies

man
1IN

400ft fall

New Glencoe tragedy

SERVICEMAN herame thn
twelfth nerenn tn die in the Sent-
+i~l mountains in lece than
month after fallina 400ft in Glen-

coe. )
And three other climbers were

injiired, in sAnarata <t cesee s
WHhir & 1&W miles of Satu day's
fatal accident.

ThAdead man\WWASmarina
en%meer David Hall (40), who was
part of a five-strong joint services
exnedition tackling Riachaille

Ftive Mor .
He s’pred as he was traversing

a snow aully,
A recene helicopter from RAF
Lossiemouth was called out but Mr

all warrant0fficer sgrvitnq
HMS i orta-
AROMHAwaS fouhatRideal.
A helicopter from RAF Leuchars
was involved in three rescues in
tha cama aregesterday *f°"-

* RAYMOND
SHEWAN

Hampshire man Stephen White
(42} was airlifted to Belford Hos-
pital at Fort William with a broken

ankle and leq after a 15ft fall on
Stob Coire nam Beith.

On Stob Coire nan Lochan, sales

1~n Gallagher 27\ from
é?ﬁbr?a".‘ bro%e a lréq after falling
60ft and was also flown to hospital

in Fort William.

And later in the afternoon the
helicopter returned tq 8tob Comf
nam Baith ~ftar 30-year-old
archaeo ogist Catriona Appleby, of

Linlithaow. suffered a lea initirv
wafter sttimhlina "

lountains claim 13th victim

A arrathendphihia has been

in the Scottish mountains.

*« RAYMOND SHEWAN

iis. fri 26-year-o|d.Stephen
chiig;friend, 2>y additch. was

Buf a comnanion e€scaned with  airiftad s @an RAFhelicopter to
only a%roﬂ

en leg as the pair were
.~ avalanche  3700ft

it b
Creag Meagaidh in Badenoch.

i Hnanital
R.alqm?'{% condition wactndav
stable. .

h traversina Easv

: The L. A
to S ieimbing accidents e Gully When itis believed they tri

Highlands in the past month —was 98¢
John Turner (19), of Redditch, Wor-

cestershire.

the avalanche.

A police spokesman said they had
been swept the entire length of the

SHMHEYHIR RS EHRistian's escape
as "very lucky."
welshiag AR daebuin(§6) sui.
ered leg and chest injuries in a fall.

The alarm was faised by fellow
elimiiasrRaigmore. NG oardition
was available.

Fresh falls of snow have led to
new avalanche warnings.

R]/9

42-year-old man from Lochinver
Demonstrating ice-descent skills on
Seana Bhraigh, Strath Mulzie - fell 300r

35 & 33-yearold men from
Glasgow Climbing Creag
Meagaidh - both fell 600ft

HIGHLAND
19-year-old man from
Worcestershire Climbing Creag
Meagaidh - fell in avalanche
Fort Auguetin

38-ye
Wear

38 year-old man from
Renfrowshire Fell while
climbing Aonach Mor

ar-old man from Tyne and
Climbing in Glencoe -

swept 1000ft by avalanche

54 year-old man from Edinburgh
Climbing Ben Lawers - found dead

1-13 Numbers represent

20-yearold man from .
Clackmannan Skiing on Cairn
Gorm's Coire na Ciste - fell 500ft

27-yearold man from
Inverness Climbing Corrie
an t-Sneachda, Cair
Gorm - fell 200f
N Abordeen
38-year-old man from
Loods Fell 500ft at
Lochnagar
17-yearold youth, Perth
Climbing Winter Corrie, Glen
Clova - fell 300rt

31-yearold man from Bristol
Fell while descending Ben Lui

44-year-old man from Portsmouth
Climbing Buachaille Etive Mor,

chronological order of
accidenis from January

26 10 February 21.

TEENAGER John Turner.
Worcester, has been named as

the 13th person to lose his life
on a Highland mountain in
The 19-ycar-old was
descending the East Gully of
3.700ft Craeg Meagaidh with
olantworker I Mr Stephen

Worcester, on Thursday
evening when they triggered
an avalanche that swept them
the length of the Gully.

Mr Chrictian raraivad lan
injuries, but Mr Turner was
found to be dead.

Just three hours later, on
the same mountain. Mr
Timothy Sinaith (36), a
teacher from Gwynned,
Wales, fell while climbing in
Raeburns Gully.

The incident was seen by
other climbers, who
summoned help from the local
mountain rescue team.

Path inilred man wara
flown by an RAF Sea King
helicopter, from Lossiemouth,
to Raigmore Hospital.

Glencoe - fell 400ft

DEATH IN THE HILLS -1991

Body of climber found

rom RAF Lossiemouth
on

JEE£ERw.of ALB3G S NSRS

Ben Nevis.

Mr Martin Begg (23), Anchor's Cross, Dunblane, set out from
Achantee Farm early on Friday to climb Ben Nevis by the tourist
track. His body was found at the foot of Surgeon's Gully. .

The condition of St Andrews solicitor Miss Fiona Christie (27).
who fell 250ft down a snow gully on Ceann Dearg, Torridon. on

Saturday night, was “stable” at Raigmore Hospital.

Climbher

dies,
hwo hiirt

in hills

O DAVID STEELE

ANOTHER climber died in an

accident in tho .
vesedaywiRgHing @t em

in thepast month. o
Itis believed the man died in

an avalanche on 3700ft Creag
Meaaaidh. east of Loch Laaaan
in Badenoch.
companion badlv
P A
two within half-a-mile of each
An RAF Sea King helicopter
from Lossiemouth and moun-

the rescue effort and the plane

men to Raigmore Hospital, In-
\/Yinqhhman Seraeant Phil

Burlingham said Iatar that in

one incident a climber was hurt
with suspected knee. ankle

Danit;n made him comfortable
shelter

rocks
before going for help. The
BTV had

been called out.
hen  a separate incident
- annthar
climber was killed and his com-
péétéd right leg break. X

Sgt Burlingham said the heli-
copter had made three lifts
of the body and the two injured

at three separate locations.

He did not know the circum-

"The conditions were diffj-
cnlthut the - Fliaht
| ieutenant Lan Campbell.
brought the aircraft as 1., ~~
he could " he said.

The other members of tha
crew were co-pilot Flight Lieu-
tenant"Slua" Wilson and
winch operator Sergeant Steve
Larke.

_ninht it was snowinn
heavily in the area.



Moray rescue

TWO Morav men wera  » i -
todav recoverina from their riecli,wsaasigﬂtr%qa}f%\{ig?r
ordeal after their crinnled
towed to ?l fety An Aberdeen coastguard
fromthe Morav Firth last — alert was mndn~ ~+ & 2nnnm
and a lifeboat launched at
Buckie.

Se'\a/{(';w'\nl,‘2 ﬂé‘?ﬁgﬂ&%%n * Havina drifted for four to

ir (35), five hours. a helicopter from
Mr James ‘G?:If’ni(n lverr‘ef LOSSIemeL'{]th l?qbated
M Inverness to . the Homer and the lifeboat

on atrip m

P tt)owedtlt into Burahead Har-
Homer the enaine  °°U"atopm
anddenlv qeized 1in Ny~ -1 marrad \ith

three children, wnctadav
As darkness fell and the  recovering at his home.

wind increased, the 23ft ves- N
sel drifted heI%Iesst some grmmlmtsvvho works at

eiaht miles off Burhead. took the dav off to recover.

' . e
Moray man 'critical |t§ oo

AN ELDERLY Moray man was critically injure: %ﬁ QaIeray
night when his car was in collision with another vehicle on the
Burghead-Roseisle road.

N vDavid Murdoch (81), 1 Charleston Fores}r Houses,
Roseisle, received serious injuries when his Metro coll |ged with
an Escort driven by an RA Lossiemouth serviceman.

Mr Murdoch was transferred to Aberdeen Royal Infirmary

where his condition yesterday was “critical”,
The Escort driver,Corporal lan Duguid (28), went home from

hospital in Elgin after treatment.

Student found dead

A STIRLING student has been found dead
two days after setting off on a walk up Ben
Nevis.

Mr Martin Begg (23), of Anchor's Cross,
Dunblane, was located at the foot of
Surgeon's Gully by an RAF Lossiemouth
helicopter.

The student set off on Friday morning to
ascend the tourist track on Britain's higest
Annl

Meanwhile, St Andrews solicitor Miss Fiona
Christie (27), who fell 250ft down a gully in
Torridon at the weekend, was "stable" at
Raigmore Hospital, Inverness.

Helicopter
finds bda

A SEARCH was mounted in
the Moray Firth last night for a
missina boat with two people
on board.

The 23ft Homer was even-
tually located near Findhorn by
a helicopter from RAF Lossie-
mouth and towed into Burg-
head by Buckie lifeboat.

The boat left Inverness in the
morning, heading for Lossie-

mouth, but had. enaine
trouble.

Auxiliary coastquard units
were also involved.

Al

THE LIGHTHOUSE

THE ROTARY
BRIGADE REPORTS

Firstly, a catch question to start:

M What is the response to the call
"Cout Ot

A. Yep you guessed it. "You what!!!!"

Right then, that's the little in-house ditty
| was paid to include; now down to our
article for real. Well with 1990 past and
disappearing in the rear view mirror we
ended last year on 167 scrambles of all
different types. Mountains, boats, searches,
medevacs and false and hoax alarms. We are
alreadyv into our work for 1991
scrambles on the board thus far.

Coming in to join our happy band we
welcome on the aircrew side Barney "Bus
Killer* Barnes, and in the ground crew
Coffee and Resting Palace lan Smith, Craig
Hutton and Nick Morling. Out has gone
Jock McEwan.

A special mention must read ... Bob
Peebles bottles out ... or in as the case may

be. As our Bob, destined for civilian street
and hard work sees the camp gates looming
on his final departure, promptly about turns
and rejoins. Well Bob on our reckoning
that's about £20 you owe for the goodbye

drinks. o .
The saga of 590 and its disappearing fuel

has finally ended after 90% of the heavies
had lost sleep, gone bald through pulling
their hair out, and generally gone mad when
one of the fairies decided to change the
circuit breaker.

On the aircrew side a mystery head iliness
has struck horror into the hearts of the pilots
as the unaffected ones have been getting
obscene phone calls at home asking them to
come into work for extra duties. But on a
note of optimism the Squadron isn't too
concerned as after all it is only the pilots that
seem to be susceptible to this unknown
ailment.

Tony Gear, our beloved leader, has asked
thatthic ice11e ~qrny tha i

- That the red J%"r?é"ﬂgg
purchased, at a very reasonable price, is an
investment or that is what he has told her
indoors, and that in the verv near future it
will be renovated to its former glory. He has
assured us that the holes and rust in the
hadvwork adde character to such a

magnificentspecimen. Furthermore he
would also like it known that the guy did not

see him coming and that his white stick and
labrador are only a sympathy angle.

On a more serious note to end, all at 202
Sgn who worked while the rest of you had
3 weeks Christmas holiday would sincerely
like to thank the chefs from the catering
section for providing us with such fine meals
throughout the holiday period and kept us
well fed and watered, especially on the
occasions when we were very busy and meal
times were just a grab it and run affair. It
was verv much appreciated. Thanks.

FVFIYN
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MEN AT NOME AND ASADA

50 YEARS OF GREAT
WORK BY THE RAF

IT IS 50 years since the Royal Air Force instituted its
Search And Rescuc arm, so this is an appropriate
moment to salute the wonderful work done by past and

Born in wartime to recover downed aircrew, the
Search And Rescue branch blossomed in peace to play a

central role in civilian as well as service emergencies.
Here, divided betwen the two big air stations in
Moray, we are proud to have three contingents actively
involved in mercy missions. Kinloss is the base of a
highly-trained, rapid-response RAF Mountain Rescue
Team and, of course, long-range Nimrod maritime
reconnaissance aircraft, which are used to search for
vessels in distress - often at virtually wave-top level -

Lossiemouth is the home of D Flight of 202 Squadron.
whose familiar bright-yellow Sea King helicopters have
become synonymous with difficult, sometimes daring,

Over the years, so many people from all walks of life
have had reason to be grateful to these dedicated Search
And Rescue crews for extricating them from danger.
Often those plucked to safety have been the victims of a
genuine accident, an unforesecable circumstance which
has placed them in jeopardy. Byt there are others,
usually among the sailing and climbing fraternities, who
ignore weather warnings, carry on with their activities
and end up overdue in dreadful conditions. The latter,
through lack of thought, make a tough job worse for the
Search And Rescue teams. They cannot - will not -
ignore a call for help, but many a time they must know
that they are being asked to take bigger than normal risks
to bring in someone who should not have been in the
mountains, or out to sea, in the first place. Such
selflessness is beyond praise.

Thank God we are fortunate enough to have these RAF
units. They have proved indispensable over the past 50 |
years. Long may they continue with their great work

$2.585 RESCUES

The Northern Scot

A celebration of 50 years of
mercy missions undertaken by

Royal Air Force personnel,
often at great risk to themselves

RAF
RESCUE

« High in the Scottish mountains, an RAF Sea King helicopter comes in close to lift an
injured climber to safety. Tricky jobs like this are all in a day's work for the crews of Search

and Rescue units like ‘D' Flight of 202 Squadron at Lossiemouth.

"HELLO, it's the rescue co-ordination

centre here. We have a job for you.
Itis a typical call to the RAF search and

rescue service. Within 15 minutes the four-

_pilot_s, a radar operator _and a winchman -
Ljsaggborne and so begins another .\,

This month marks the official 50th

Last year was the busiest so far with a
total of 1875 people throughout the country
plucked to safety.

Moray's RAF Search And Rescue units
— the mountain rescue team and Nimrod
crews at RAF Kinloss and the Sea King
helicopter crews at RAF Lossiemouth
recorded increased activity. Between them,
they were called out 243 times as opposed to
208 times in 1989. With 34 calls already this

year the signs are that they are in for
another busy 12 months.

'An average year'

"At thi is ig |qoki like an
averaFet y§a§tsaoq%rt.hssaﬁ H%hﬂgcutenant
Peter Bell, the deputy Might commander of

inht (Search  a.a  Rescue)
Squadron, based at Lossiemouth.

Search And Rescue at local levels can be
traced back to World War | but it was not
until 1941 that a nationallv co-ordinated
body was set up to help downed military
aircrews either an land hvtha lsef
manntain rescue teams Sca
throiich hnate

Two years |ater came the formation of
the first RAF ~ ;

iinbain rasaie taam +
Kinloss, and that was followed shortly afte?

by Search And Rescue air units at the naval
stations at Kinloss and Lossiemouth.

Air Search And Rescue really took off at
Lossiemouth and Kinloss in thé 1950s. Al

Kinloss. the huae Shackleton aircraft came
Into force as a rescue plane, to be replaced

helicopter revolutionised rescue operations,
making sea rescues much quicker than by

A number of helicopters have
service at Iossiemouth sin_ce then, including
shee 1978, nhe SeA/Kiilwind. Wessex and,
since 1978, the . With cach model,
the number of people it can carry and the

range it can travel has increased. The Sca
King can take up to 12 survivors and, with

a refuclling capability, has a range of about

260 miles. i
Denmarl .'Wee té:a'}mgn%ll%tgir grrr‘{gaf\éraunpd

to six hours at a time," said Flt Lt Bell.

There are five SAR rrowe
Lossiemouth far three Sea Kings, hiit
usually only one helicopter is on stand-by.
Each crey stands a shift of cight hours and
does 10 24 hour shifts a month.

Nurina +k ~(AVa heliconter can h
scrambled in eight minutes, wrme at night e

there is a deadline of 45 minutes to get off
the ground.

Despite the guidelines of its initial role.
about 90 per cent of the SAR'S  \nrle

invnlves Iresl;:uinq civilians either
stranded climbers or missing vessels.

"The number of rescues tend to level
themselves out over the ycar. In the summer
have peoble thair

halidays. while in the winter there are a lot
of people on the hills but the environment is

so much more harsh that they can come to
grief," said Flt It Bell.

The st ndﬁrd procedure ig a helicogter
rescue is for the winchman to be lowered on
AnllA $a 4an ictim., %~
he%:%ggrlggg leaves the site of the acciden
for about 10 minutes to allow the winchman
to establish how serious the injury is, and to

(VAP SR

- _ awa
deafening drone of the aircraft.

The helicopter then returns to pick up
the winchman and the casualty, and once
inside the winchman can administer first-

The Sea Kings contain life-saving aids,
including oxygen and drugs, and there also

winchmen are first-aid experts and

Each Sea King Mics at an average speed
of 140mph and it costs £3,000 an hour to
scramble one of the £7 million helicopters.

One hour's notice

Nimrod. One Nimrod is on 24 hour standby
for SAR. based for three

weck at RAF St Mavgan in Cornwall.
from the initial rescue call. With a range of
and the Iberian Peninsula. X .
Because of its sizo it deals entiroly with
vessles such as fishing boats in trouble and

guide the Sea King in to rescue.

helicopters cannot and in conditions which

the RAIll an the fullion mountains,

relics on the other to successfully do the job

police;, local mountain rescue teams and the
public.

It is the biaaer rescue operations that the
members of the SAR tend to remember
most vividly — last year's Shackleton crash
or the Piper Alpha disaster when rescue
helicooters New backwards and forwards
from Lossiemouth for two days, the Premier
tragedy last December, and Lockerbie for
crew members who were posted away from
the arca.

€thinn that hite van mncl&?out

wesekre and thieesal e thibe

Nyingin we cainild gap the
ambulance and fire brigade lights Mashing
so we knew that there was massive damagé
below. The whole town was burning and it
did not sink in that this 747 aircraft had
come. gown,"_ he added. .

Often it is the rescues which do not
make much in the papers that stick in the
mind because they are the most dimicult to

ﬂ(oﬂéo,[ example if a climber falls down a

Emotional scars
to J&ReBatwaSerFehE b are held

ameniia IEiS quite @ sad job but we
had a tremendous success in finding up to

sai 3E?tpéeg ta\l}yr?ail?egg call-outs last year,"

Talks in the House of Commons are
centring on the possibility of a new batch of
Sea Kina heliconters the SAR
organisation. They would probably feature

e complex radar svsteﬁn.
hatever the outcome, there are at least

50,000 good reasons why the Search And

Rescue org ni?a jon should réamain at the
forefront of help for those in danger

ANDY BRADSHAW



Boy (7)

falle

120ft
tn hic

Aeath

+ JOE WATSON and STEVE STEWART

1 SEVEN-YEAR-OLD Aberdeen boy is missing,  feared
trowned, after falling 120 feet from cliffs near Slains Castle
Croden Bay.

Nicholas French. 60 St Swithin,Street. had been plavina with
two friends near the edge of the cliffs when the accident happened
at lunchtime yesterday.

no brother men to the sue the water, kabut dad to de hi

out had to let a
due to the heavy swell.

easient and treated to Peterhea a le spit loane

he accident and treated faor hvnnthermia
went bome later.

It is understood Nicholas, an only child, had been picnicking
with his parents, another Aberdeen couple and their two children
and two Americans from Dallas when the accident happened.

Police Inspector lan Burnett said thgt although the zjarm was
raised within minutes. Nicholas's body wasn'tfound despite an
extensive search of the coastline by Peterhead lifeboat, an RAF

Lossiemouth Sea Kina helicopter and coastquard auxiliaries from
Peterhead. Cruden Bay and Collieston.

Itis espected the search will resume today.

Followine the incident. Insp. Bumett issued a warning to all
parents to taire extra care at the popular tourist attraction.

He said the cliffs at the spot were "extremely dangerous" for
roungsters and adults alike. . )

Neighbour Mr Jack Fraser, 58 St Swithen Street, said: "It's
tragic. He was a super wee lad.

The first time we met was when the old neighbours were
moving out. | really took to that kid. He was such a cheery lad.

"With not having lived here all that long. | think they have been

out discovering some of the sights in the area."

Nicholas, who was a pupil at St Jaserph's RC School, was a

keen reader and interested in horse riding.

The French family, who are understood to come from the

Midlands oncinally, moved to Aberdeen in September.

Mr French, who works in the oil industry, was too distressed to
speak about the accident last night. He and his wife were being

comforted by friends.

* Above: Peterhead Coast-
guard sector officer Mr Bruce
Lee guides the helicopter to
the spot where Christopher
was last seen alive, while
Peterhead lifeboat continues
its search of the coastline.
Right: The helicopter makes a
final awean Of the coastline
round Stains Castle before
darkness fell.

Safety call
after death

plunge

* ROBERT MCALLISTER
Chid Reporter

THE village of Cruden Bay was in shock
today as the search resumed for an Aber-

deenvoiinaster who nliinaed 100f from
clifis into the sea.

And a call was made for extra safetv
measures to prevent another tragedy.

Nicholas French (7) of 8t Swithin Street
was on a picnic with his parents, Clive and
Jane French, and friends near the ruin of
Slains Castle when he fell.

His father dived into the sea in a desper-
ate bid to reach him but the child was
swept from his grasp by the heavy swell

A Grampian Police underwater search
unit joined suxilliarvy cosstauard personnel
when the search resumed early today.

Ittemnts b an RAF Lossiemouth hell-
conter crew. Peterhead lifeboat and cosst

beadiaescodesfoonzCBetkde nate fjter-

Reqional Councillor Jim Towers todav
said the traaedv had shocked villacers.

He said: "I certainly hope local aroups,
such as the community council and com-
munity association, will look into this.

"Perhans the time has come when we
have to consider some means of fencing off
the area — although it's difficult because of
the length of the clifts — or putting up more
prominent warning sirms."

Qictar —~-+_1_
ArMahnn head-
mistress of Bt Joseph's
A maanas Sehool

whereNicholas was
pupil said the traced
hadectiinnad tha

school . .

"We are still coming
to arips with the shock
nf+hi~happening tq

nna Nf Ak L=

. syper
byl and B

Obijecting
ORIFCTORS o —
'mini-CGlaneaanlag’
planned near Pitcaple
Lomvim Tadana 33

aiq ature lattar \with
ordon councillors.
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Extensive search fails to find little Nicholas

An RAF Sea King
makes a final de
spairing tha
eacher gor the body
seven-year-old
efore darkness fell

Above: The RAF Sea Kir
Peterhead lifeboa  and clin

where Nicholas fell 120 to
Left: The coastguard's
auxiliary - cliff rescue team
stand by the exact sp
Nicholas fell to his death
Right: The RAF's search
and recrnie heliconter hovers
over the Sugar Loaf Rock -
the part of the coastline where
Nicholas was last seen



Man dies,
two cheat

death on
Lochnaqgar

DARK Lochnagar claimed
another life at the weekend -

death on the same mountain
after terrifying experiences.
Mr Richard Berry (28), a sci-

tict fi
Eonisn Fargoddavswater.
lieved to have pulled down his
companion, medical physicist
Mr George Brimlow (34), of
Nottingham.

Mr Brimiow ...~~ Lmaalad
1nAAancninnie far a chart ama
and then was hit by an ava-
lanche.

= - accident happened
about teatime on Saturday and
he remained in the hills over-
ninht vainlv trvina to din oot
his friend who had been buried
in tha aualansha

Then Mr Brimlow walked to
safety and raised the alarm at
around 8am yesterday.

Grampian Police and Brae-
mar Mountain Rescue Teams
searched the area, assisted by
Sea King helicopter from RAF
Lossiemouth.

) 14th
person to dle in the hllls in five

Mr Brimlow was taken to
Aberdeen Ro al Infirmary,
where hewas detained  \yith
faca hroken
wrist. I}qigggr?d%on F‘ast night
was satisfactory.

Rescue team l€ader can.
stable Grahamrglbb said it had
heen

Havina fallen 80!
chances of survival are very
slim.

Also on Lochnagar, another
climber fell 50ft through a snow

and throuahout the
nlght dangled on a rope held by
his friend

men. exnerienced
climbers from Ikley, West
Yorkshire, hnth escaned
unhurt from Eagle Ridge yes-
terday morning.

ser Ardreéssk@unnage (31)

around 8pm and was held by
NMrKevin Rogers (32) | ntil
daylight.

They had been completing a
climb and were unsure of their

miraculous 6; cape.
n

D LYNNE ILLINGWORTH
and CAROL GRUGEON

direction in the darkness when
Mr Bunnage fell.

The men were unable to
communicate with each other
in what were descrihed
horrendous weather ~andi.
tions. with poor visibility and
high winds.

Neither knew what had har
pened to the other,
Runnane hiina nn far more
than 14 hours.

His attempts to climb back

M r Rogers eventually
cnnvend the nnn ae davlight
broke and went for help.

Two nearby climbers were
then able  reach his com-
panion and help him to safety.

Althouah phvsically
mentally exhausted after their
ordeal, thn ~limhar~ did not
require hospital treatment.

Last night, Grampian Police
warned that high avalanche
------ wiild cantiniie - the
Lochnagar area and Northern
Cairngorms.

Theyv said gale-force winds
and snow showers would lead
to more windslab build-up
Avietinn Unstable
further unstable cornices.

Mountain rescue -« services
issued a warning to alt climbers
in the area to be aware of the

danaers and steer clear nf
gullies.

Constable Gibb said he had
not seen such a massive build-
elatanseiee - mare
than 11 years of mountain res-
cue experience.

"People have to be aware of
the hiah risk when planning
- They should nat

~ Avalanche
Informatlon Serwce andsee

what they are saying. It is then
dowrg t+~individual judge-

Haesaid climbers involved in
weekend incidents in the Loch-
nagar area had been staying at
Geldershiel Lodae -~ \yere

Friday, March 8, 1991

Helicopter rescuers notch
record they do not want

LAST weekend...~~ s~
busiest in the history of the
Search and Rescue heli-
cooter team ~+ RAF
Lossiemouth.

The SAR unit was called
out seven times between noon
-~ Saturday -~ Mondav
mornina.

In the first incident, tha
four-man Sea King helicopter
crew of flight licutenants John

Prince and Simon Willson
and master |‘5 load masters
Ted Little and Barney Barnes,
rescued tWo avalanche v/ir-
tims in the Cairngorms in an
hour-and-a-half ordeal.

Five minutes after having
taken one of the, V|ct|ms to
Raigmore Hospital
ness, they were called out to
the Caingorms again to pick

By Andy Bradshaw

up a climber with a back
iniurv.He was also taken to
hospital.

Later in the afternoon, they
wara ~~ ~w 4~ help
fallenclimher in ~lanahan
and attend another inridant
on Lochnagar.

On Sunday,
flight Ilcuterantrshp ”"";ﬂf
lock and David
flight sergeants Stlé\II%VIfja%gd
and |gn Bontherone were
called to Lochnagar to help in
the scarch for a London man,
who was found to be dead,
and twn others
missing.

The helicopter spent more
than throe-and-a-half hours at

were

the site and was joined by

another Sca King containing
Saturday's crew, fﬂ heln in
the succéssful search.

A+2.15pm  tha Sunday
crew .....~called to Cruden
Bay to help scarch for
seven-ycar-old boy whn fall
into the sea.

They spent threc-and-a-half
hours on the lookout before
returning RAF Lossic-
manth at nnm

Four hours later they were
called out to Ben Nevis to
help. look far  Thurso
climber. However,  the
weather was soo bad that they
had to wait until 7am the fol-
lowing day before the climber
could be taken to Raigmore
Hospital.

Airlift on to St Rognvald

SENIOR officers from

the P&O ferrv com-
nanv were Airlifted
aarhs tndav tn tha

~rarnn chin C+
Roanvald to assess
Aamane fram

mniintainnii] cpAg

which left the vessel
without steering.

The boat was anchored
in Sl( nclair's Bav, north of
y ~fk~rhpawvvy qPAR
smashed tha hridno
windows and cut much of
the vessel's power.

The nffirarce wiava
expected to decide when the
vessel could return Aber-
dee” andwhen the 114 crew

Those taken

the master.

after X-rays reveale
infiirlac

had worked flat out to restore
steering and power.

nff i
condmons by hellcopter crews
franm RAF Lossiemouth
Coastguard personnel included
Captain ern

obertson who suffere:
ﬁeag |nsjurr}es when the

windows were broken.

Mr Turner said Capt Robert-
son had been taken to hospital
in W){k and rer(flv 2d stitches

Meanwhile the boat's senior

* RORFRT
MCALLISTER

Chief reporter

vessel.

aained

no serious seawards.

The two crews clocked up
16 hours flying time in the
rescue opcratiuns

A spokesman for D Fliaht
202 (Searchand Rescue)
Squadron, based at Lossie-
mouth, said: "It was a record
for such a short period of
ama The snowy conditions

are favourite time
climbers and there seem to
have been a lot of people out
there.

There was no rest for the
SAR team this week either, A

Sca K|nq helicopter  from
Lossiemouth spent more than

five hours at the rescue of the

crew of the North Isles cargo
ferry, St Rognvald, which ran

into trouble in gales off the

Caithness coast early ~n
Tuesday.

coxswain NMr

Walter McPhee was ready 0 'moye in to
help evacuate the crew from the stricken

But then, the ferry's emergency steering
was started and limited

“har ta hand S|OW|V

Mr McPhee said: "Up to then she had

James

embers —_1nhn cantain Cant

O Groats could rmmnwm Winterburn, had hroken hig

ship. leave to reinin the vessel 5nd
Managing: « director of P&O help in assessing damage.

Qernttich Ferrieg = = i~ Other senior officers were on

Turner, said the boat had suff-
ered a pamal loss of power but
the main problem had been the
loss of steeraae.

During the drama, he said,
winde ~f un 10 fOrce 8 were
against the tide and seas of up cho,
to 30ft were forecast. Engineers

their way to Wick.

P T,
down to Aberdeen.”

Said Mr Turner: "They will
assess what the situation is and
otir hone winiildhe that
crew members who were taken
off will rejoin the ship and then

the

-~ Dbassaae

been going round in circles and was getting

« IAIN GRANT

lose in. i
Hg{ erate situa%r\%ﬁ@&%%e%ngl setB
go alongside her.'

A Sumburgh coastguard helicopter had
picked up walkie-talkie sets and dropped
them on board the ferry. These were used

communicate with the
I|feboatmen who helped guide them to
safer waters.

At about 4am the helicopter picked up
the injured master, Captain Brian Robert-

son, and nine other crew members, leaving
five on the ferry.

Two girls among the rescued

R A YRR
~nlt .. SeaKing helicopter winched up
USSR ALEOAY o saley They

Before W Eqi% bggged makeshift

Capt Robertson was airlifted to Wick
where he was taken to Caithness General

Hospital and treated for a head injury. His
condition --.:- Aacrrihad
"fair"

The other crew members were taken to
nearby John O'Groats where they spent

the nlght in the Seaview Hotel
After the all-night rescue, Mr McPhee

said he was delighted by the way the 47ft
Tyne-class lifeboat had performed on her

first serious test since her arrival on station
last year.

The lifeboat "handled perfectly" in what

wnetardany

wiara tha winret randitinne ha had ancaiin

tered on a rescue mission.



Rescue
teAM<
save 2?2

trapped
on ridge

+ ADRIAN O'DOWD

BRAFMAR and Aberdeen
Mountain Rescue Teams were
rallad

weather at the weekerlléztg 2%%” S
fasnalimbore trapped on a
mountain ridge }orpl. ﬁours.

Mr David Park (35), Bath-

r~.~ and Mr Doualas

Jeffries (35), Linlithaow, were
reported overdue from a climb
on Lochnagar Just atter mid-
night on Friday,

A 13-man rescue team and
an RAF rescue helicopter from

! ~ocinmanth jninad in the
search and the rc“m%ers were
heard before they were seen.
trapped on a ridge beneath a
[Tty . the
mountain.

n-~~~~- gnd Grampijan
Mountain Rescue Team leader

Graham  Gibb ~~-~ |55t
ninht: "When s~ fivat
approache(}%e cmf face there
were small avalanches, but we
Amild haar b~ el gne
knew they were up there some.
where."

Poor visibility of 20 yards
thick fog and gale-force wind
forced the helicopter to aban-
don its search. out the teams on
foot carried on.

The - - were throw
ropes which they fastened
tha 5001t cliff face tn ar
them to be hoisted to safr

Desnite beina expos
freezina
were well enough to wa'

from the scene.

Copter

293/91

in mercy
dash to
save twins

AN RAF Sea King helicopter
made a mercy dash to Wick
yesterday afternoon to save
tha liviae nf tniin hahiac harn

six weeks prematurely.

The heliconter. from 202
Squadron, RAF Lossiemouth,

tanl An hnard a caninr
specialist, two nurses and two
inriihatare varara flvina ta
Caithness General Hospital,

wihara tha marnar wiae alraad

in labour.

It spent more than two
hours on the ground awaiting
the birth, before leaving with
the newly-born infants in the
incubators, landing at
Raigmore Hospital, Inverness,
shortly after 6pm.

Nr 1nhn Handarean caninr
registrar in paediatrics at
Raigmore Hospital, who flew
on the mercy mission,
Aacrrihad tha randitinn af tha
twins, a boy and a girl, as
ctahla

Helicopter winchman Flight
Qarnaant Naua Aitlhban  wman
videoed the mission, said that

the incubators were affected
by the helicopter's vibration
during the 50-minute flight.
aivina some calse for
concern”.

Fit Sgt Aitken and winch
operator Sqt Chris Bodiam
helped waiting ambulancemen
load the incubators gently on
to two ambulances. From

to the sp’eciarlibat;y'-carré unit
mother remained inrﬁosp;iialr
in \\inls

Captain of the helicopter

was Flight Lieutenant Jim
Anderson, based at

Lossiemouth, with Royal
Navy Lieutenant Scott Pollock

as co-pilot.

ii Dia 11
NMirarla

escane
after
climber's

plunae

+ KEN JONES

POLICE last night were trying
to trace the parents of a young
rlimhar wha rall Annirt Ao o
Hiahland S and
acranad cariniie ininng

The climber. who is not beina
named until relatives have been
tald nliinaad danm tacu Rall
~nCreag Meaghaidh, naar

in a 4ft snowdrift with minor
ininriac  ha ic nAw rarnuarine
in Raigmore Hospital Inver-
A police spokesman said: "It
was an amazing escape to fall
Oftian ~lmner walk away
from the scene.”
~ The climber's Faren_ts are be-
lieved to be holidaying in the

A London photographer also
had a lucky escape whaon ha

) othole after

losing control whl?e gqlssagng

Anvam e

Alder in the Cairﬁlg%?r%s. Ben
Mr Paul Hyatt (37), Putney,

fellinto the hole ___",_ .. ___

s terfall
shower‘é‘t’f wﬁhr fraeez%'ad_"\.las
until lifted clear by Cairngorm
mountain rescuers.

~ RAFE helicopter fram
Loé\smmouth 100'( f%Pn fo fgaolg-
more for treatment for hypo-
thermia and leg injuries.

His companion, County Dur-
L~ taacher i
Walker, f?eﬂ hDSp[I\[gT fcli\ﬂgvlv\llﬁlée
treatment.

Police have wavana s
climber who died in a 500ft fall
on Beinn a' Bheithir near Bal-
-+ on Fridav_as Mr
Martin Jones (30), Solihull.
West Midlands.

His bOdy was recovered hv
Glencoe Motintain  Rescue
Team.

IT NEWS
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Award for winchman who helped
save 11 men in Atlantic white-out

* Proud moment for

hero WO RillPavne

as he receives his GOC's

commendation from Air Vice-Marshal Jim Morris, air-officer-in-charae of Scotland and

Airlift for iniured climber

Northern Ireland. Also pictured is Bill's wife, Stella.

AN RAF Lossiemouth helicopter was diverted to the Cairngorms
vesterday afternoon to airlift a climber with a broken leg to

hospital.
The casualty was picked up in the Spidean Mialach area and

flown to Raigmore Hospital. Inverness.

IN RRIFF

Climber killed
incoRtdatbs 7o nis

death in Skye yesterday after-
nnon .
The accident. shortly after
1pm, occurred at Rotten Gully
C o Al g s
Royal Marine Mr Mark Pearce
25), £
r(eco?/ered by n‘%%?r?% 'Sk‘)’/veF1g
Mountain Rescue Team. An
RAF Sea King heﬁcopter was
also on the scene.

Ex-Lossie man

had kev role
darina rescue

A FORMER Lossiemouth
winchman has been honoured
for his bravery in helping to
rescue 11 crewmen fromthe
heaving deck of a crippled

chin in Ana Af tha wnret ctarme
on record in the South
Atlantic. ) )
Warrant Officer Bill Payne,
of RAF Lossiemouth's 202
sauadron. was on a two
month detachment in the

involved in the dramatic

Bill, and the three other
mamhare nf tha nanrnnra
~~ - pilot Flight Lieutenant
Dave Kerr-Shepherd, co-pilot
Flight Lieutenant Graeme
Gow and radar-winch
operator Mike Cornes - have
received the General Officer
Commandina South Atlantic
Forces commendation for

The Royal Fleet Auxiliary
wraccal 2nld Davar wace
ploughing through 40ft-high
and winds of more than
‘70mph, 15 miles off Port
Stanley, when she lost her
rudder in white-out conditions.

The captain decided to
aviariiata nan_accantial Arawr
and a search and rescue
halinnntar wine earamhblad fram
Mount Pleasant.

The helicopter landed on the
ship and picked up 10 men.

But, when the crew returned
for the rest, the sea was too

rough to land.

Rill e winchad an ta tha

deck and the remaining 11

to the helicopter. The Gold
Rover was towed to harbour
when the storm subsided.

Bill, whose wife Stella comes

search and rescue for 17

vears. the last seven at
Lossiemouth

He is now serving in the
RAF's resuce co-ordination

centre at Pitreavie, near
Edinburgh, and hopes to

return to Lossiemouth to
complete his service, and to
retire in the area.
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« Right:
Hannaina hv a

thread  or at

it. The huge Sea
King hovers
above a rocky
outcrop on
Creag a'
Chalamain, a
mile north of
Lurcher's
Crag, pulling
reporter Gary
Cooper and
winchman
Flight Sergeant
lan Bonthrone

of its belly

* Below: Don't

saie nautus. + -

Flight Sergeam

Dauil | rathawal
tries to reassure

reporter near
the Covesea
Cliffs at

Lossiemouth

NEWS FEATURE

WEDNESDAY MARCH 27 1991

RAF Lossiemouth is home to one of Britain's busiest search-and rescue teams. So far in this 50th
anniversary year of the RAF's air-sea rescue organisation, 15 climbers and skiers have died on Scotland's
unforgiving mountains. The sea has claimed many other victims. And when the SOS calls come through,
lives can hang in the balance as the Sea King crews move into action. Reporter GARY COOPER and
photographer STEVE BAIN spent two days with the men of 202 Squadron's D Flight and spoke to them

of their fears and triumphs and the tragedies which face them every time they take to the air.

When D is for
Aanner

WHEN disaster strikes on Scotland's
cruel seac and manntaine O Flinnt
RAF Lossiemouth's famous search-
and-rescue team -
have the grim task of picking up the
pieces.

Since January, scores of people have
been saved by
ing families of the 15 who have lost

decent burial for their loved ones.

ing a climber is injured or a life is in

conter can he

rhome in st seven

‘When a child is involved, the crews

men told me about the unwritten rule
that adds extra tension to the dangers
that face them every time they fly into

Winchman Flight Sergeam Ian
"Buney" Bonthrone (28) sai

or she has made lhe decision to be on

subject to the consequences. Children

Wi s ctmmnnh s mact thinae
but tis still hard when a young person
“I always get angry when children's

lives are endanaered hecaiise their

parents are resnonsible for evervthina
they do," he said.

The thoughts of radarfwinch opera
tor Sergeant Steve “Larkey" Lark
(34), who is married and has an 18-

four years, and during &hal time the

will do all he can to
keep his son off the hill:
Primed to answer a call to action, he

Toom in ful fiying gear and saidou
carry out your job as if a relative or a

it is more distressing when a kid is

dents involving people of all ages 1

* Right: Preparing
for a pre-flight
briefing at the air
station before setting
off for a tralmng

Calrngorms are

operator Sergeant
pilots Flight
liantenant Qimnan
Wilson and Flight
Lieutenant

Tony Gear.

« Fven the hirds aren't flvinn
today, says US Coast Guard
exchanae nilot | ientenant Seott
Pollock aboard Rescue 137 on a

ous you can do than climb for fun
“I can understand the lure of the hills.

are, and you can't stop people climb.

mv son from dnina it he said
Having a youngster of his own often

inilolvﬁc{ cidents,

Rl icopter to SO many terrible

» Watching the dark mountains

tower ahave tha contanr-nianing
low-lying helicopter in the
Cairngorms is winchman Flight

Sergeant lan Bonthrone.

ing a job in the Lairig Ghru and the

rhannar was haina hit hv 100mnh

'We were rising and falling an awful

lot and | was ill for more than four
hours, but you can't go into a corner
and die. you must carry on - the

of three other auvs are on vour shoul

are 6 | have seen " rnmwmrh

ke Master
Aircrew Phili
"Bamey" Barnes (35)

that passes seems ke accidents e i wiva atar dama
RAF veteran Master iNVOIvina people ;nlas been hanging at

Little (45). who is mar-

often shares the anguish

thair childran dn nnt

| hate pick-
ing up dead children, but at least when
vt i A s b e tnn ane
At e st b et A b i
something to grieve over.
The crews are the first to admit they

irst operation a RAF Lossiemouth a

Auimnr A ine fa mamambin n sne

Infa

of all ages |

Can't th'nk Of like the nnlir‘gﬁathi
anything more
danaerous vou

can do than
climb for fun. «itin the crews mess.

1.500f1?

"Nt miich We ara

we

them any alarm.” he

nhat rinan cicutenan

- Lossie airman 7T
Steve Larke (34) (26 saw the chance for

he told

me: "I can t understand what dnives i

‘Al that keeps you attached toa very
thin wire and from smashing your

are two collets and a silver

can be done by a monkey and to do a

job like mine you have to be a real

Itis this kind of banter that makes ine
rescue team such a tight-knit body.
according to flight commander Flight

He said: "Things are informal here,
butthatin no way means things are lax.

“The men ael tonether verv well and
the close relationships help on our
seat-of-the-pants flying in some tricky

(hey have to know what zach of
them is doing and thinking because
even the smallest error can prove

proiesslonallsm were cerlalmy com-
forting as we climbed aboard Rescue
the Sea King used for our two

noisy, yellow, bone-shaking machine
could see at first hand how importar

ness", Ted thlle hung out cf the door
to guide our American exchange pilot.

Lieutenant Scott Pollock (36), over

Then the safe hands of Fllghl
Sergeant Paul Trethewey (32) made

<ire | was nranerly stranned to the

His reassuring comments at full vol-
ume were barely audible above the
deafenina thumo of the rotor blades as

ne Fned tn make a ternvinn exnert
ence seem almost enjoyable.
Stepping out on the end of the wire.

I could see how danaerous the ioh of

what could happen if engine problems
flared up at a crucial moment
The procedures  that the priority
would be to save the three other crew
U, i~ e

N Wimm e
free from the helicopter, probably to

Itis a nightmare scenario that has

"Boney", for one, would rather not
dwell on
With a shrug of devastating under.

statemant El nar tramawey <air
“It's only a job.



ROTOR TORQUE

After a quick tour in the southern latitudes
of the Atlantic for Christmas and the New
Year | returned to 'D' Flight expectant of a
new supply of lemmings heading for the
mountains in droves as is their want. | was,
however, not quite prepared for the dramatic
way in which it was to occur. 24 hour shifts
have extended up to 36 hours as required to
comp IetevSARogs (we have even made
headlines in the Scottish papers and that's
not just the P&J.) Crews have given up the
infamous 6hr aircrew coffee breaks |,
change their carpet slippers for mountain
boots and head off to the hills. Ben Nevis,
Cairngorm, An Tealach, Lochnagar, Loch
Laggan, Torridon we have been all over, so
far this year we have completed 45 jobs, 22
of those in February. Flt/Lt Jim Anderson
and his crew did 4 of those in one long shift.
Aweek later Flt/Lt John Prince and his crew
topped that when they responded to 6
separate incidents. [,
rumoured that this will be mentioned in
‘THE HOUSE' - if only for the endless
reports they had to write.)

February has definitely been a month for
mountain jobs; climbers falling from rock
and ice faces, walkers caught by avalanching
snow and most of them barring the lucky few
sustaining quite serious injuries, sadly, some
fatal. It's a sobering thought knowing that
such incidents in the Scottish mountains have
this year claimed the lives of 15 people, from

lit han A

the very experienced doing nothing wrong
but being very unlucky; to the people failing
to take proper equioment and sensible
precautions to preserve their own lives.
Apart from working in the hills, what else
have the Growbags been doing? Flt/Lt
‘Sludge’ Wilson had an evening of fun and
entertainment when the cargo ferry 't
Rognvald' put out a 'MAYDAY" call after
a freak wave smashed her bridge injuring the
skipper and rendering the steering gear
useless. As in all good SAR stories '60kts of
wind waves as big as houses' the ship was
going round in circles and with an onshore
wind was being blown ever closer towards
the coastline. Winchman MALM 'Barney"
Barnes in SOP heroic style was placed?!?!
on the pitching heaving deck to organise the
winching-off of 14 of the crew, 10 taken by
RESCUE 117 (the Coast Guard helicopter
from Sumburgh). RESCUE 137 took 4 off
and collected a new master and equipment
to make temporary repairs to the steering
ﬂear._ The ship finally got on to a safe
eading, only 34 of a mile from being
smashed to pieces on the rocks. Valuable
assistance also came from Wick Lifeboat,
who. - - some of the worst sea
conditions the skipper had seen, stayed on
scene throughout the entire operation. (Oh,

by the way, TACO (MAEOP) Ted Little and
co-pilot FIt/Lt John Prince were there as
well.)

Other Growbag news — welcome to a new
winchman F/Sgt Paul Trethewey (I think its
Cornish). He has just completed his Sea King
conversion course and previously served on
18 Sgn Chinooks at RAF Gutersloh.

The engineers have done a superb job
working non-stop to keep 2 aircraft available
during this hectic period. Sgt Jerry Kerr
(William Arthur Norman to his friends) has
recently arrived on the flight followina his
promotion and subsequent posting from the
shed at RAF Finningley. Also promoted are
Craig Hutton and lan Smith LAC to SAC.
Its only a small step to some but its the first
when your on your way up to Air Marshal,
their shift bosses however say there has been
no improvement and they still aren't allowed

to make their own orange squash.
Dave 'Chainsaw' Breerton, while doing

good deeds for a neighbour nearly severed
his leg with the saw. However, since he'd

only cut a couple of logs for her at the time,

he stayed to finish the job before going to
hospital to have his leg stitched back

toaether.
" residentarchetypal WWII pilot
SQU&ge {He with the highandlebar

moustache) got the chance he had longed for
when he was star in a photograph to feature
in Air Force News and the Dailv Record
marking 50 years of Search and Rescue in
the Roval Air Force. Outside of workina
hours in an attempt to sweep up this old
Etonian imaae he has taken to wearina
Rudolph Nureyev lnnk-alike blue lycra
tights, multi-coloured day-glow/luminous
iackets or rainbow psychedelic baggy
trousers. All this combined with mutterings
of belays, pitons, ropes and crabs has led us
to believe that he has taken up a new hobby.
Confirmation of this has come from him
being regularly seen with the oily ticks

resident mountain climber/hiker and
squadron 'Bartman’ look-alike Carl Hodge.

Finally, Sgt Steve Kenny says 'There is no
fair representation of the social, domestic
and neo-facist views of the Oilv Ticks'.
Therefore to correct this as best as possible
we hereby announce that Sgt Kenny won the
groundcrew big nose competition after an
official measuring with a technicians nose
micrometer.

That's all for this month so till my next
effort, this D.SCRIBE signing off.

FF

Even thouah this vouna lady was totally
unprepared for the prevailing weather conditions
the winchman was unable to persuade her to be
(What is he on! ...)



SUMMARY FOR APRIL, 1991

04 Faller at TORRIDON with head and leg injuries,

lifted and taken to Raigmore.
HODGSON GEAR HOLMES BURLINGHAM

06 Medevac man with cardiac problem from Broadford

to Raigmore WILISON POLLOCK LARKE BURLINGHAM

08 Injured skier at AONACH MOIR taken to Dundee
WILLSON POLLOCK LARKE ATTKEN

14 Exhausted walker and companion near BEN NEVIS

lited and taken to Ft William
ANDERSON BELL, BODIAM BURLINGHAM

16 INjured climber at CIC hit BEN NEVIS,taken

tn Relfard hngnital
HODGSON POLLOCK LARKE BARNES

18 Injured climber in CUILLINS with multiple

iniuries taken to Broadford hosnbital
WILISON GEAR LITTLE AITK

19 Medevac avr old bov with eve injurv from
Portree to Raiamore
ANDERSON POLLOCK LITTLE BARNES

27 Fallen climber on BEN NEVIS, MRT deployed

tn recnver cacnialty airlifted tn Ft \William
HODGSON LEIGH BODIAM TREIHEWEY

30 Medevac seriouslyv ill lvr old from Aberdeen
to LOndon. diverted to Edinburah due to natients
randitinn

LLOYD WILLSON LARKE BARNES

30 R138 scrambled to medevac baby with cardiac
problem from Raigmore to Edinburgh
HODGSON LEIGH LITTLE BURLINGHAM

Initired Tarridnon

climber named
THF badly-injured c||
airliftad fram tha orrl
mountains after fallmg
Sgurr Dubh yesterday has be
named as Mr David Wilson
(28), of Wokingham, Berks.
Last night a spokeswoman at

Raigmore Haspital, Inverness,
said his condition was stable

Woman saves climber

A YOUNG woman became a
heroine at the weekend as she
clung desperately to a rope
linking her to a climbing com-

\raninn who had plunaed past
er on Ren Nevis

« COLIN CAMPBELL

conditions while scaling Tower
Ridge near the summit.

At the time 50ft
above research assistant Miss

Miss Terzoudi held on to him

until otheﬁ climbers nearbv
arrived to

Lochaber Mountaln Rescue
Team also attended and a heli-
copter from RAF Lossiemouth

Jean,
said from her home:

obviously shaken by what hap-
pened, but he is safe, and that

s the main thing.

"Ll exneriencer

Paraskevi Terzoudi (27), also
from Edinbur
It was earlv on S_aturda_v The rope Ilr%qng them broke
when univarsjts
lecturer Mr Derek Brandford, his fall and he was left dangling
from Edinburgh, slipped in icy in mid-air.

Mercy flights at the
double for copters

* NEIL MACPHAIL

TWO RAF Lossiemouth Sea King helicopters were involved in
simultaneous medical mercy missions yesterday afternoon - one
to Inverness, the other to Aberdeen.

One aircraft was scrambled to Raigmore Hospital, Inverness

to transfer emoria
Maternity PaV|I|0n @dd%/urg% accompanled%ay hertal er, a
doctor and nurse.
The secand call-nnt was tn Aherdeen

nfirmarv to
transfer a year-old girl to Great Ormond Streetﬁospna‘ London
While airborne, two nurses accompanying the girl from Aberdeen
noticed a deterioration in her condition and the Sea King diverted
to the Royal Hosgltal for Sick Children in Edinburgh. An RAF
spokesman said that flight did not continue to London.

){)chance both Lossiemouth Sea Kings were on the grass at
Edinburgh's Meadows at the same time.

Simpson Maternity said the Inverness baby was in a stable
condition, but could not give further information’until her mother
arrived by road. The children's hospital said the Aberdeen girl
was now stable but under intensive care.

was alerted. climber. | suﬁ;‘)t@e these things
Mr Brandford was airlifted _hapge_n in the mountains, but it
nital Eor is obviously very alarming. I'll

W||I|am wLere quas treate be glad to see him home
for broken ribs.

Conpter helps in
big whin blaze

FIREFIGHTERS last night Lossiemouth, were in the hels.
P— . conter.
clifftop whin blaze in Moray A strong north-east wind fan-

1~n~eand 35 fire-
by an RAF Sea King search- flghters battled for two hours to

and.racciia halicantar bring the outbreak under con-
The Lossiemouth helicopter  tro|.
flew two senior fire officers over

the scene at Clashach, between i i i
Hopeman and Lossiemouth, being driven rapidly

assess the extent of the blaze "But extremelv hard ywark
and decide the best place to by the crews prevented it fr from
deploy crews. entering."
Later MOI’aVS fire chlef Six fire units fouaht the
St (g blaze, which affected 80 acres
Turner pralsed the helicopter of whins.
- . DO Turner said there was no
The hellcopter landed at the indication how the fire started.
scene and offered the officers in The alarm was raised shoctly
charge the opportunity to carry before 4pm and fire crews were
out an aerial ~ to decide  expected to be at the scene until
disposition tho fira around mrdmgh
crews," said DO Turner.

"It was extremelv niseful to pilot, F|t Lt John Prince;
us and we are very grateful.” nilot. Flt 1 t. (VYR

Accictant Nivicinnal Nffirar Winnhm n A{\p
Bert Stewart, Elgin, and sub- Barnes an@ w!\nch operator Q

officer John McCracken.  ~,.i. oainan

Hill walker killed

GOOD Friday walker fell to his death in the
Glencoe hills vesterdav.

The hiah on Bei
a'Bheithir, above Baqlac r\egr an on Beinn

was later found to be dead when Giencoe
mountain rescue team reached the face.

A helicopter from RAF Leuchars airlifted the

The hill walker was among a small holiday dead climber to the mortuary at Fort William.

Bon tradesramipshilghwesieh SaGgurr  Police are withholding his name until next-of.
) kin is contacted.

from the ridge.

: « A climber injured in a separate accident was
cotggeelnotfhe glecrlotrggggé()tﬂz glejcended toa ‘i night in Raigmore Hospital, Inverness. An
RAF Lossiemouth helicopter was scrambled to
But his friend, who had severe head injuries Coire Ardaire, Creas Meagaldh, to airlift him.
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PHOTOGRAPHIC COVERAGE OF WINCHING OF WG CDR YELDHAM
FROM RAF KINLOSS

1 | thouaht vou miaht be interested in some
photographs of wg Car Yeldham WRAF being winched
anhnard vour helicanter _ for vour San album or for
individuals who were involved on the day (the
Yeldhams have alreadv aot conies).

Incidentally, you still have not been forgiven

2
for vour last minute ulimatum,  Nonetheless. +hn
Vgg C?ar made a very atllgn%ea]and lady-like exit!

PA Diell

P ADRISSELL
Sqn Ldr
for OC

ROYALBAIR FORCE

RESCUE

ORCE

RESCUE



In the

wilderness of

the Scottish

highlands a 170

climber lies

injured.

Overhead

hovers a yellow Sea King
of the R.A.F. Search and

Rescue (SAR) fliaht. Soon.
a winchman will be

lowered to pick up the
iniured climber.

There are four Wessex and five Sea
King flights of SAR helicopters, two

‘copters to a flight, and they cover the
whole of mainland Britain and its

coastal waterwavs.

The distinctively yellow coloured
‘copters are kept on a 24-hour
standby basis, and this calls for a lot
of maintenance. Here we see a
ground crew checking over ¢
Nessex

Volunteer mountain rescue teams have been
searching for this climber for hours. Now a
radio call from the SAR helicopter means
they can relax. Once again our dedicated
SAR teams have scored a success. in

their round the clock

work, as Inside Story

has found out ...

Originally formed for
military réscues, the SAR
sguadrons were quickly
brought in to help in civilian
operations. The pilots are
hand-picked, the best in the
R.A.F. Each plane carries an
enormous amount of special
rescue equipment, just some
of which Is pictured here!

The around crew also man the
flight's emergency control centre.
One ‘copter must be ready for take-
off at a moment's notice.

The crew of the SAR
copter train every day,
and are often interrupted
durina trainina to

perform a real rescue. It's
all part of their normal
routine. In fact, SAR
flights perform about 150
rescues each. a vear!

NEXT TIME YOU LOOK INTO THE SKY AND SEE
AYELLOW SAR HELICOPTER, JUST THINK -
IT MAY BE CARRYING AN INJURED PERSON TO.

HOSPITAL - OR IT MAY SIMPLY HAVE BEEN
ASKED TO SAVE A COW OR SHEEP STRANDED

ON A CLIFF-FACE LEDGE! S



SUMMARY FOR  MAYQ1

01 FV VOUNTY 2 taking water 15nm SE of Peterhead
NAR lifeboat on scene.
LLOYD WILLSON LARKE BARNES

05 Exhausted walker in Cairngorms, taken to
Derry Lodge.
PRINCE LLOYD RUSH BURLINGHAM

06 FV SCORPIO off Hopeman firing red flares,

propellor fouled. assisted bv Buckie lifeboat.
ANDERSON LEIGH BODIAM TRETHEWEY

14 Diverted from medevac at ST Kilda to

in Glencoe, aircraft u/s at Plockton.
HODGSON PRINCE LARKE AITKEN

caarrh

16 Lifted casualty from GRAMPIAN ENDEAVOUR to
Rig IOLAIR then to ARI,additional cas and nurese

alen liftad
ANDERSON HODGSON BODIAM AITKEN

19 Medevac baby plus incubator from Wick to

Raiamore.
WILLSON GEAR LITTLE BARNES

20 Walker with broken ankle in Strathfarrar
Winchman walked in due to local turbulence, 137" "~ -
returned to Kinloss for MRT. Casualty carried off
and flown to Raigmore.

LLOYD LEIGH BODIAM BURLINGHAM

21 PV ELIZA taking water and firing red flares,
located and escorted to Burghead harbour.
LLOYD LEIGH BODIAM BURLINGHAM

21 Assisted evacuation of Rig PETROLA to Sumburgh.

GEAR WILLSON LARKE BARNES

23 Search for missing person at Kinloch Rannoch
Deployed MRT and dog, missing person made own way

to safety and flown to Rannoch
CLEMENTS ANDERSON LARKE TRETHEWEY BRAGG

26 Fallen climber at Loch Avon with leg injuries

taken to Glenmore Lodge
WILLSON LEIGH PARRISH TRETHEWEY

27 3 soldiers taken from Cuillins to Broadford/
Balmacara, 1 with heat exhaustion, 2 with minor
ininirine

GEAR POLLOCK BODIAM BARNES BRAGG

28 Fallen climber in Cuillins, body taken

Police at Glen Brittle. fellow climber and skye MRT

leader recovered to Glen Brittle.
GEAR POLLOCK BODIAM BARNES BRAGG

30 Medevac girl with severe head injury from

Golsspie cottage hospital to Raigmore.
WILLSON GEAR PARRISH TRETHEWEY

30 Fallen climber with broken leg in Cuillins,

taken to Broadford.
HODGSON LEIGH LARKE BURLINGHAM

30 Medevac 1 man from Broadford R
WILLSON GEAR PARRISH TRETHEWEY  L© Raiamore.

31 Long range pickup from Spanish trawler FV
PETTY,250m west. Injured fisherman taken to
Stornoway *

HODGSON LEIGH LARKE BURLINGHAM

\Walker
airlifted

A LIVINGSTON man
airlifted to hospital after be-
coming ill while walking the
Lairig Ghru at the weekend.

Mr David Gillham (40) suff-
ered breathlessness __ | _ .
haustion and stayed Saturday
night at Corrour Bothy.

A comnaninn raised the
alarm the next day and a rescue
hplir\nn_tpr fram | ossiemouth

flaw him  Derry Lodge.
Grampian Police then took him

to Braemar, where a doctor
found he was suffering from a
slight viral infection.

Hurf _Q_tl ident
airlifted

AN RAF search and rescue
helicopter from Lossiemouth
flew a 22-year-old girl student
with a broken ankle off Ben
Alder, near Loch Ericht.

Air foading trainee Mr Paul
Tretheway helped her into the
helicopter under the supervi-
sion of examiner Mr Geoff
Bragg last Thursday. She was
taken to Raigmore Hospital,
Inverness.



RAF flvina

trainina will
not |eopardise
tha hirdieac

OFFICIALS at Lossiemouth's
Moray Golf Club — venue for

navt week's Niartharn Onan
golf tournamerllt - have made

"peace nlea"™ +~tha

authorities At nearhv RAF
Lossiemouth.

Thev were worried about the
possibility of excessive noise
from low-flying jet aircraft dis-
- - tha concentration nf
?Iavers including several

eading Scottish professionals

during the five-day event.

Th~ DACauthorities have
promised to co-operate.

Moray club secretary Mr Jim
Hamilton said yesterday: "\\/a
have excellent relationsr;]ips

ith tha DAD ~ndus have

taken tnls matter up with it.

"It has promised to do all it

can to minimise the noise.

"Depending on wind direc-

Rescue hero

to onen
Lossie fete

THE star of a recent This is
Your Life programme. War-
Bob Pountney, of

{ﬁgkglglscgl;/sea rescue oper-

* ALASTAIR BISSET

tion. the RAF hopes to bring
its shorter runway into use and

avoid overflvina tha
course.”

Two years ago — during the
Scottish women's champion-
ships at Lossiemouth - there
........... -~.~ complaints
from competitors about aircraft
noise and low flying.

This had been due to a de-
tachment of Harrier jump-jets
not normally hased at RAF

Rt R AF authorities

For the RAF's famous Red

Arrows aerobatic team
which is to be based at Lossie-
mouth for a spell to "work up”
for the forthcoming display
season — will be carrying out a
full-eeale "nublic" dress

period.
. Although this will take place
in the skies off Lossiemouth's
east beach esplanade — at the
opposite end of the coast town
- the Red Arrows' Hawk jets
are likely to assemble
formation over the golf links
area.
"At least we have been made

have indicated that there might aware of this and. dedending

he some slinht noise disrintior
nextFriday — the final day of
the Northern Open - --

on the timings thafinal

A i it b e
work Sométhing out added
Mr Hamilton.

C.rew airlifted ag
tugs fight to keep
ria from cliffs

NON-ESSENTIAL personnel
on board a semi-submersible
drilling rig 17 miles west of
Shetland were being evacuated
s halinAantar act ninht

The offshare installation
manager of the Petrolia, with
66 men on board, took the
Aaricinn o - £
"nrecautionarv. dowm_
manning” amid storm-force

At the heiaht of Shetland's
worst Mav — + in livinn
memory, three tugs fought to
control the ria X

Coastguards said they had
lost full control of the rig, but
still had lines aboard and were
manaaing to stem drift
. e 1,000ft Foula
cliff

iffs,

A Coastguard Sikorsky S61
helicopter from Sumburgh was
first on the scene to airlift the
men to Eshaness Lighthouse,

It was joined by a Sea King
RAF Lossiemouth
QTEO?m which ﬁluc_ked the last
11 men from the rig and took
them to Sumburgh.

A Chatland nalina SPOkes-
man said 2man had been
anrammadatad ot ~+ Magnus
|A_|mp| Hillswick, 10pm.

nother 23 were taken to the
Sumburgh Hotel.

Ahniit 20 men remained
aboard th% Petrnlia Nn
injuries have been reported.

The rig was being towed.
from Invergordon to the Clair
Field, 50 miles west of Shet-
land, when it first broke free in
the storm off Foula on Mon-
dav. That evening two lines
were successfully attached.

* GARY COOPER and
IAN FORSYTH

Two of the sunnly =~~~
which ceoee the
northwards - - Ml
Challenaer  and  tha
Salvageman.

The rig. owned and operated
by Odfjell Drilling Company, is
on contract to French -
C1 nm mmw ~c - £25million

EBRRE9% i fipskgng how to

Clair's ail is thick and heavv
. lieq deep, turhulent
Thedifficulties in ex-
ploiting the field have brought
together eight oil companies in
a joint venture to fund explor-
atinn
By the end of the month, BP
should have a second rig drill-
ing into Clair.
Analysts have argued about
Clair <hnild ha

developed. Initial suagestions
that the olil could be transferred

direct to tankers berthing at oil
-naanasn~were written Off DY
Ener,% I\/Iin‘,qtpr. R

Moynihan earlier this year be-
causenf the rick -z -

Snil’,i .
The only alternative would
appear to be piping the oil to
Shetland's Sullom Voe oil ter-
minal.

One thing oil experts aaree
on is theiS of declopment.

which will he ~ ---o..-
steady price of $25 a barrel was
cnid tn hna tha Drerequisite for
nil tn flaw fram tha North
Atlantic.

Busy
evening for

RAF

recciliers

MONDAY evening turned out
to be one of the busiest for
RAF rescuers at Kinloss and
Lossiemouth when | lecs
than three emergencies were
triggered within hours.

A 120 Sgn Nimrod carrying
Crew 1 and captained by 'San
I dr Tim Newman awas
scrambled Cimttha
airlift nf i1l Spanish
trawlerman from his 65 ft boat
100 miles off Cornwall and

. Kinloss aftar
completing the task to spot
flares in the Moray Firth.

The sharp-eyed Nimrod
crew and Kinloss air traffic
staff caw emergency
R0GHR AN 2 R&aKing
returningfrom another inci-
dent on 1$1e?l\lest Coast went
to a small boat's assistance.

- craft. believed - be
leaking, « -~ later t~wnd
safely into Burghead harbour
by a lifeboat.

The helicopter involved in
the small boat incident had
bech returning from the Strath
Farrar area near Lochcarron
Plete rifrom a 62-year-old
Paisley \woman
mountainsic?e aﬁer she broke
her ankle. Poor visibility and
ﬁ]ale force winds prevented

e RAF Lossiemouth heli
copter reaching the casualty
and seven-man
Kinloss mountain rescue team
had to recover the injured
wminman and lalba har ta tha

airceaft which flew her to
Raigmore Hospital at Inver-

ness.

# Crewmen from HMS In-
verness are greeted by Nr
Margaret Douglas, of Raig-
mnra Hospital's Rambow
Ward, ... completina
sponsored run from o .. 4,
Naval Dockyard to Inverness, |
which raised about £500 for
the children's ward.

The crewmen (from left)
Leading Diver Taf Tromans,
Able Seaman Diver Gareth
ElGIfbRlcBR afaffiser
tenant Steve Window, arrived

time to rendezvous with
their ship, whirh yesterday
beaan a six-dav visit to the
Highland Capital.

The highlight of the new
minehunter's stav will be
commissioning ceremony on
Friday.

But one man was particu-
larly alad to see HMS Inver-
ness early yesterday.

Thefishing boat Fliezer
was taking in water four to
five miles west of Burghead
andwas helped
world's most sophisticated
mine-hunter.

Fraserburah-reaister-
ed boat, which operates out of
Burghead, had one crewman
on board.

~An RAF Nimrod landing at
Kinloss sighted red flares
from the Eliezer just before

_ The coastguard then
received a barrage of calls
about the flares.

The Invergordon lifeboat
was launched and an RAF
helicopter from Lossiemouth
was scrambled.

The first vessel to reach the
Eliezer was HMS Inverness.
on her way from Rosyth for
the week of celebrations.

HMS Inverness, which
naval experts claim is 20 years
aheadof anv other mine-
hunter in the world, spotted a
Mare from the fishing boat.

Lieutenant ~ammnndns
Grenville Johnson said: "We
saw the flare and were first on
the scene. We liaised with the
Aberdeen cﬂastﬂuard and
were able to give the position
to the helicopter from Lossie-
mouth. We then followed the
Eliezer into port."

Teacher killed ':zlsﬁgy 9(

ATEACHER from Cheltenham has been killed

in a climbina accident on Skve

Mrs Kathleen Sweeney (39) died after falling

300ft on Coire Laggan in the Cuillins while on a

climbing holiday with a female companion.

The alarm was raised by another group of

climbers who saw the accident

Mrs Sweeney's body was recovered bv Skve

mountain rescue team and a helicopter from

RAF Lossiemouth which was on an exercise in
The air search was aided by mountain rescue -

volunteers on the ground.

NE boat assists in rescue bid

A BANFF-registered fishing boat helped guide In a separate incident involving RAF moun-

an RAF Kinloss Nimrod and a Sea King rescue tain rescue teams from Kinloss, and an RAF Sea

helicopter from the Royal Naval Air Station at King helicopter from, Lossiemouth, a maior
to the assistance nf o €SCue operation was mountegdao locate d

%ﬂr&ﬁﬁa\ﬁgﬂ&ﬂh poor weather last night. woman Iimbelg reported to
The Scottish fishing boat, Constant Hope, had broken a leg in the Lochcarron area.

oy ish trowd Gale-force winds and poor visibility hampered
loaeigéininimore than HomrRUS 2R the heﬁcopter Wr}(lilch ha8%5 vt to Kior 50
. ~nifa mayday seeking refuel before making a second attempt to search

Fndwhen she b renthe iniured woman, who fell on Mauillidh.
as?ﬁg'ﬁcfgokﬂFcéesvsef\‘ﬁ%'rl‘laﬁrgwgq ﬁ?é helicopter

faced difficult conditions with mist and fog in an
attempt to pinpoint the trawler

nnenthis year's
| assiemouth Hinh School

S e eI AR

will be a host of side shows and
entertainments for the whole

Girl thrown from bike

AN ENGLISH schoolgirl is today recovering
in the head in tat a schenno a e
Infirmary after a bike fall in Sutherland
Caroline Hudson (13) of Keighley, West 31(sl
Yorkshire, was cycling with her twin sister
and a 15-year-old sister in Dunrobin Glen
near Golspie when she tumbled off her bike
and hit a telephone pole.

The helicopter, from RAF Lossiemouth, on

an anti-submarine exercise in the Moray
Firth, was diverted to pick her up at Golspie

familv.

. _and-
candippantéItA Shotle
sipls, iR Vo3 e%s A2

A car boot sale is also being
beldduting he.fete
All donations for raffles and

ctalle Will be aratefuilv
received.



THE LIGHTHOUSE

ROTOR TORQUE

Greetings, and as we head into spring and
a noticeable climatic
conditions, trade has slackened off. Here at
the home of the brave, we sit dormant like
coiled springs, potentially would be brave in
waiting. April and up to the 10th May,
we have had 13 rescues. mostlv in the
[ S T

exhausted on Ben Nevis taken to Fort
William, a broken leg or two in Cairngorm

and a real AAARGH

NI AT
in the Torridon area. All survived due to the
TLC (Total Lack of Concern) (Tender
Loving Care) shown by the winchmen. Even
'SPLAT" just has somé big scars and a limp
(or he will have in about 6 months time when
he gets out of hospital!)

Both of the Flight's aircraft, Rescue 137
and rescue 138 were used when 2 medevacs
were required. R137 went to Aberdeen to
collect a 1 year old baby girl with respiratory
problems to take her to Great Ormond Street
Hospital in London for laser treatment. The
alc was abeam Edinburgh when the baby's
heart stopped and while the crew tried to
resuscitate her, a pan was called and the a/c
diverted to Edlnbudgh Sick Children's
Hospital where a paediatrician was waiting
with an emergency team. Regrettably, the
baby died the next day. R138 was just
returning from its yellow taxi role taking the
Station Representatives to Harris for the
memorial service of Shackleton Gambia 08,
when it too was scrambled to take an 8 day
old baby girl with heart problems from

Raiamore + ~ Fdinhurah's Simpsons
Memorial Hospital. Both a/e were on the

ground at Meadows Park in the city centre
at the same time, causing quite a lot of public
interest and a headache for the police.

Other news, on a recent scramble to an a/c
calling a ‘'mavday', the G-force exerted on
the mini-bus driven by Flt Lt Bell as it shot
out of the hangar, caused the sliding door
to shoot right off the rails and was found
lying on the hangar floor (well these things
happen - but not accordina to MT). The
oily ticks found the same sort of problem
when the jetwash from an aircraft taking off,
farced Mick Scanlon's Land Rover
backwards (even
forward in Ist gear!) into the parked tractor
(MT don't believe that either - what a
cynical bunch). (The above views are not
necessarily those of THE MANAGEMENT)

It was back to the good old days of the
Wessex when both Sea Kinnswere
unserviceable and OC SAR  \Wingwae
visiting. His 22 Sqn Wessex was roled for
SAR and held first standby at Lossiemouth.
W(g Car Cocksedge also presented SAC lan
Smith with a certificate for coming Ist of his
class whilst on his AV Mechs trade course
at RAF Halton.

Finally, while on shift at RAF Boulmer,
Flt Sat Dave Aitken (on loan  fram
Lossiemouth) was involved in an aircraft
accident, when during SAR operations in the

Lake DIStrICt the a/c suffered severe
vibration due to main rotor blade damage

some 500 ft up and with a mountain rescue
team member on 100 ft of cable, carried out
a forced landing 2 km away. The MRT
member was successfully recovered to the

aircraft prior to impact and no-one was

seriously injured, but the a/c is provisionally

assessed as CAT 4.

Till next month. D SCRIBE
STOP PRESS ... Cpl Basford came last
(at least he entered) in the Stn Orienteering,
even behind his knackered old Chief Tech,

Keith Tavlor!

2 u/s Sea Kings in the hangar.

Wg Cdr Martin Cocksedge, Sgn Ldr John Dungate and Sgt Phil Burlingham,
Ist Standby Aircraft D Fit Dispersal, 23 April 1991.



SUMMARY FOR JUNE 91

01 injured climber on Ben Nevis with leg injuries lifted
and taken to Belford Hoshpltal

HODGSON LEIGH LARKE BURLI

GHAM

01 medevac pregnant woman from Dunvegan on Skye to

Raiamore Hospita

I.
HODGSON LEIGH LARKE BURLINGHAM

01 4 casualties from RTA at Fort Augustus taken to

Raignore Hospita

tal.
HODGSON LEIGH LARKE BURLINGHAM

03 medevac 2 patients from Broadford Hospital to Raigmore

EBﬁQiIEIBIERSON BODIAM BARNES

05 scrambled to locate serviceman walking in Cairngorms
FwaomE) A transfer to Kinloss.

HODGSON

EIGH BODIAM BARNES

06 search for missing walker on AN TEALLACH, found

safe a

nd well.
SRAVREIEWESoN LARKE BURLINGHAM

08 search for source of brief distress call on CH16

False alarm, nothing found.
HODGSON LLOYD LARKE AITKEN

11 search Kessock area of Inverness for missing person.

Turned up safe.

ANDERSON KING BODIAM BONTHRONE

13 scrambled to "sinking boat" off Fort George - well

intentioned false alarm.
LLOYD GEAR LITTLE AITKEN

13 collapsed walker at Dundonnell lifted and confirmed

DOA b&/ doctor.
HODGSON KING LARKE TRETHEWEY

15 13yr old boy cut off by tide at Portsoy, recovered

and handed over to ~hactaiiard
HODGSON KING LITTLE TRETHEWEY

16 medevac man with thrombosis from Broadford to Raigmore.
CAMPBELL LEIGH LITTLE BARNES

16 urgent medical supplies transferred from Aberdeen R.1..

to Wick for patient with heart problems.
CAMPBELL LEIGH LITTLE BARNES

18 transfer badly burned patient from Eigg to Glasgow.
LLOYD LEIGH LITTLE BARNES

19 search for missing helo on West Coast. Helo turned

11N safe
ANDERSON POLLOCK LARKE TRETHEWEY

19 137 investigated possible parachute sighting. Located
NPERSINARIIY & RERPgS-fishipg net near position.

21 medrescue trapped lorry driver from scene of

to Raigm

arridant

aore.
CAMPBgLL POLLOCK LARKE TRETHEWEY

21 medevac burns patient from chk to Aberdeen R.1.
CAMPBELL POLLOCK LITTLE TRETHEWI

2&fishin vessel aground at Rattrayhead, Fraserburgh. L.B.

in attendance

AR.
HODGSON CAMPBELL HOLMES AITKEN

30 medevac patient with head injury from Wick to Aberdeen

R |
WRIGHT POLLOCK LARKE BARNES

Baby puts paid to mum's Skye do

AFEW days' rest with her

arents in
ecame even! Iﬁvfgrsaurg\gt nIv

to-be at the weekend

Mrs Jeanette Kroll (33) and
husband Rohan, who live near
Reading, were nnat -
their second child for seven
weeks and were staying with
Skve councillor ngr Duncan
Grant and his wife, Kathleen.

But as Mrs Kroll rested

* NEIL MACPHAIL

before going out for a meal to
celebrate their sixth wedding
anniversary, baby Katie-Louise
began showing signs of immi-
nent arrival. doctor
called and it was decided more
specialist care was required.
Within 15 minutes. an RAF
Sea King heliconter on exercise

at Plockton landed at Dun.

vegan and Mrs KroII her hus..
band and tha is
were |r| flight to Ra|gmore
Hospital, Inverness.

Mrs Kroll gave birth to a glrl
at 3am yesterday and last ni
she was domg well in the ba

The KroIIs already have a
son, James, aged 16 months
Mrs Kroll said: "It happene
so auicklv. The doctor was at
the house in five minutes and

the helicopter 15 minutes later.
i m |
KOisTed My SRSPEalion Bt
anniversary present. "

_Mr Grant said: "We are ter-
ribly grateful to all who helped
my daughter. It all went splen-
didlv.  althouah when the
doctor told Jeanette she <
going to hospital she told theMf*
she couldn't because she was

going out for a meal."

Sea- blazI 1Ide??{\f)T
bv firefiahters

frehod Aloppssin Ty
brigade's open day on Satur-

dav
Siih- (')f'flr‘pr John
igel Biswell

Ally Devine and Sandy Ware

linked up with F Lossie-
mouth Sea King helicopter and

Buckie lifeboat to demonstrate
how to tackle a fire at sea

Fire units from Elain. Gor-
Aanctanin tha amhiillanscn ear

police coastguards
also 1ook part.

The event _ nnened hv
Gramnian Firemaster Neil
Morrison — is likely to raise
Ararnnd
charities aﬁ therl‘:ﬂefggr\lllré'e‘sn !

Benevolent Fund.
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« Telstar is winched free of the riverbed where it spent

the night after a 50ft plunge.

HOME NEWS

« The RAF Sea King pilot, diverted from an exercise at Plockton, holds his helicopter steady as the mare is hoisted to level

around.

Ferry rescuers are nominated for awards

WICK lifeboatmen, together with helicopter crews
fram RAr | necieamanith and Quimhiirnh Caactmiiard

have bﬁen nominated for awards for their part in
saving the St Rognvald ferry.

Their names have been put forward for the national
—__._ and seamanship sections of the Silk it

Nautical Awards. . ) )
In March, the rescue services swung into action after

receiving a maydag/ call from the St Rognvald. The
vessel had suffered steering and engine damage in

force 10 winds and was rolling heavily in 35ft seas,
close to the rocky shore.

The lifeboat, which was first to arrive on the scene,
became the hub of the .~ain ke~ relaying
messages, guiding aircraft to the stricken ferry and
ctandina hv far mara than cavan hninire

The RAF helicopter arrived shortly after lam and
deaan to airlift non-essential nersonnel from the 19-
strong crew until, an hour later, its rescue strape broke
and it returned to base with four rescued crewmen
aboard.

As the ferry regained emergency steering, 10 more
men were taken off by the coastguard helicopter and
a relief captain was lowered to the ferry.

As dawn broke and the gale moderated, the lifeboat
escorted the St Rognvald to a safe anchorage.

A spokesman for the awards said: "There is little
doubt that the combination of outstanding airmanship,
seamanship and determination, backed up by superb
co-ordination and teamwork, n.amindvn qf

Rognvald from shipwreck and the possible loss of
many lives.

. If the rescuers reach the shortlist, they will be |
invited to attend g gala luncheon in London in
November, when the winners will be announced.

job
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Trapped pony plucked from ravine

* COLIN CAMPBELL

wiriched'to saft ony ‘Ma<
€ PO RAF
helicopter after plunging SOft
into arPUIIapooI Pavinge. 9
Telstar, a 22-yer-old mare,
caught its hoof and was trapped
overniaht in a river after it

straved from its pasture and
tumbled down the c?eep gully

late on Thursday.

Ullapool schoolboy Gregor
Matheson (14) raised the alarm
and trekkina-centre worker
Sharon MacLeod (16) climbed
down to the horse and held its
neck for three hours until help

Dingwall vet Mr Neil John-

ston applied heart massage and
a drip to the mare after it was
tmbad tn lavial avasind fan
sling around noon on Friday.

Th~horse's owner, farmar
Mr Ewen Scobie, said: "It's
amazing. Telstar was on her
feet and none the worse later
thatniaht. [t tells voul how
tough a I-Pi‘lgh1and pony |ls.

"It was a happy end to a
terrible drama. That helicopter
pilot was magnificent, holding

metres from a power line.
"If it was not for the young

lad, | do not know what might

played their parts in the rescu
~odhs et did a first-class

When Mr Scobie climbed
downth ~ steep path Tolstar

stranded and injured. He sum-

moned help and the pony was
dragged from the water and

Ullapool coastguard

Peter God(ﬂnu glerted RAF
Lossiemouth and a Sea King

helicopter on exercise at Plock-
ton was diverted to the scene.

Mr Godding said: "The pony

seemed in a very bad way after
its ardeal hiit appeared ¢~
imnrove aftar 2hant 90
minutes. Everyone who atten-
ded did a good job in rescuing
the mare.
O A COW escaped injury at
the weekend after she walked
off the edge of a 100ft cliff in
Skye.

Six-year-old Hereford cross
Rosie was winched to safety by
a Navy helicopter aftar her
owner, crofter Mr Roddy Bain
found her lying at the bottom
of a 100ft qully.



SUMMARY FOR JULY 91

03 F.V. Silver Chord taking water, coastguard
delivered and 137 remained on scene until reli eved by

Aberdeen lifeboat.
ANDESON GEAR LITTLE BARNES

06 faller on AN TEALLACH lifted and taken to Raigmore.
BELL CAMPBELL HOLMES BURLINGHAM

06 member of Kinloss MRT suffering heat exhaustion from

Loch Maree.
BELL CAMPBELL HOLMES BURLINGHAM

08 search for missing person in Braemar area carried out

EANAEET: eipHnd. salBANdyg) and taken to police R.v.

09 youth with breathing difficulties at Loch Treig.

Taken to Fort William with blisters and exhaustion.
ANDERSON LEIGH LARKE BARNES

11 mountain biker with fractured femur lifted from

Inverness area and taken to Raigmore.
CAMPBELL ANDERSON HOLMES ATTKE CHAPMAN(OBS)

12 suspected heart attack, crewman lifted from M.V.

Polar Princess and taken to Aberdeen R.I.
BELL POLLOCK BODIAM BONTHRONE SHARMA (DOC)

13 walker with injured ankle lifted from Corpach area

and taken to Fort Willial
CAMPBELL LEIGH HOLMES AITKEN CHAPMAN(OBS)

14 capsized Trimaran 90NM NE of Aberdeen. 2 rrow lifted
after several hours in water and taken to Aberdeen R.1.
CAMPBELL LEIGH HOLMES AITKEN

17 cragfast climber at Foyers, lifted and delivered to
Inral nnlira
HODGSON POLLOCK HOLMES ATTKEN

22 overturned bus in Caithness area, recalled, no serious
cagnalties
LLOYD POLLOCK COX BARNES

23 fisherman stuck in mud at Beauly firth, recalled as casualty

became unstuck!
BELL LEIGH HOLMES BONTHRONE

23 medevac 3 RTA casualties from Wick to Aberdeen.  Bad weather

prevented landina at Aberdeen. contintied ta Edinhiirah
BELL LEIGH HOLMES BONTHRONE

25 scrambled to badlv burned casualty atop HT cable pvlon at

Inverness.  Lifted and taken to Raiamore.
BELL POLLOCK BODIAM TRETHEWEY

25 diverted following above incident to 2 persons in water

15 NM N of Aberdeen.  Stogod down when casualties safe ashore.

BELL POLLOCK BODIAM TRETHEWEY

27 RTA near Fort Augustus, 1 casualty taken to Raigmore.
HODGSON BELL BODIAM TRETHEW

28 search for missing walker on North shore of Loch Ness.
Ground search deemed more effective and 137 stood down.
LLOYD PRINCE CHAPMAN BONTHRONE

29 search for missing person in Aberdeen area.  Recalled en
ratite <tihiect fonnd
LLOYD PRINCE CHAPMAN BONTHRONE

30 medevac heart patient from Elqm to Edinburah.
HODGSON POLLOCK BODIAM TRETHEWE

30 scrambled to Kessock Bridge Inverness to potential jumper.

Not required as jumper talked down by fireman.
PRINCE GEAR CHAPMAN BONTHRONE

Tniiriet
dies in
Ren Nevis
accident

© KEN JONES

ATOURIST died in an acci-
dent on Ben Nevis vesterdav
afternoon.

Police were lact ninht
attemotina to trace the

erson'? ﬁxt of-ki before re-
easing further details.

A RAF Sea King helicopter
accictad | achahe i
Rescue Team ant g{eM%w} 2
body to Belford Hospital, Fort
William.

In another Lochaber inci-
dent, aman was taken by ;.
ambulance to Raigmore Hos-
pital. Inverness, after an acci-
dent near Inver ali%

Itis understoo man was
driving an all- terralﬂ vehicle in
Invergarry Forest when it over-
turned, trapping him.

It is believed the man has a
broken leg, but Fort William
Police declined to release any
further details.

Stiident ic
airlifted

A CHESHIRE student was
airlifted to Belford Hospital,
Fort William, after becoming
exhausted on a Duke of Edin-
burgh award-scheme exercise,

Lewis Clark (18). Malpas:
Chester.h ad complained of
chest pains while walking south
of Loch Treiq in Lochaber.



Sorry sight at Peterhead

« The broken wreck of the

racina trimaran Heliode
which capsized In the North
Sea on Saturday night, lies at

Peterhead harbour_ aftar
being towed in by a Banit-
registered fishing vessel.

The Heliode - which last
week won the Stavanger-
Cl eaaw— S| gvztsnr%ee%iagﬁge of
the huge wave which struck
the vessel north-east of

Fraserburah.
One%ul?g missing and the

mast is broken off.

kR BRIS BIPRSS AR S
cans Axel Sigmar (30) and
Lucia Stretcher (31), were

thrown from the vessel and
spent six hours in the water

before being rescued by heli-

““%'E—' the Crystal
inperof the

; which towed the
é}(@Je, Mr Bruce Robert-

.. Hillhead. Portknockie.
said they were beading to port

when they heard the may-
day. .

"We were 30 miles away.
So we headed to the scene and

took the boat in tow," he
said.

Crew saved from
upturned yacht

AYACHT crew were

r fnr <ePven
E&RQ ?n%lJe the cap-
sized hull of their race-
winning trimaran after
it capsi ed in‘the l@orﬁw
S?ﬁe two men and a girl
clung to an upside-down
tintil tha WETE
plucked  safetv
vesterday hvi~nw
helicopter crew.
~ They kept their heads
in difficult circumstances
and luck was their
side,’ sald coastguards at
Aberdeen.

Impact

MBEaUro SSaiaa o

were on ~*7
s%eetrr\] Iiﬁ%y were %ﬂ by a
freak wave. .
The force of the impact
threw them into the
and flipped over the hul
of American-regis-
tered Heliode. .

Coastguards said they

managed to swim back to

“ . yacht and
climb inside the main area
through an emergency
escape hatch.

They waited as the yacht
wallowed in the sea RN
mﬁes ofF Fraserburg?w.

Hours later one of their
distress flares was spotted

RAF

By PETER STEELE

i the sister, ente

raised the alarm.

The sea was too rough
to put the ship's rescue
launch alongside so a hell-

was scrambled

rf\r'?::%t AF Lossiemouth on
the Moray Firth.

hph crew WaPhr

inched , ~hr-rt
ng\_Nn to%berdeen Royal
Infirmary for treatment to
minor injuries. l
Kaﬁtlﬂj'mé?ﬁ,ra 42-year:-‘ollld:
engineer from Stavanger,
Norway, injured a leg.

i 31,

f: 'r'g"@nr?etsrsegg, ea'{d face
it Avxel
giqma,_“so,% Han-

SKil, consderﬁkﬂi

caid an
spokesman.
The Heliode had been

it across the line the
flrstv eek  tha
Mobil North\gea andicap

Egg}dgntll%rl]all)#et(}%%%%ﬁ Sﬁ(?ﬂger o Banff. from
as a precaution.

Sea King pilot Fit Lt
Campbell ani~
to hOR’]e in %qgevg?nscken
yacht in the dark.

. . WaAS
detained?(;erréggg ation.
said hospiksl iarokessnan

It was one of 38 yachts
to compete in the annual
280-mile and also
won last year.

Skipper Kampmann and
Mr Sigmar, from the
wara Sailina

o e Sallin
s YREDHREHENS of RAiaS
Sgt Dave Aitken, who was trateher
U%Vt\ﬁ?rfgg r‘]’t’ﬁ"\m tn The trimaran was last
"Given the state of the night taken under tow by

. uite a dra- ishing boat heading for
fatic OFRTAN0N Which  Peterhead.

Dramatic
The three were plucked
to safety by winchman Flt

Helicopter to the rescue after capsize

2 Qlirvive

SIX hours In
North Sea

THREE crew members of a racing trimaran that capsized 60miles
offshore survived in the icy North Sea for more than six hours —

by-gheltriasnder iR Y§SSRkek won the Stavanger-Banff North

Sea race — was north-east of Fraserburgh on her way back to
Scandinavia when she was hit by a tidal wave at about 10pm on

« KATE YUILL, ALASTAIR BISSET and BOB CARTER

winched to safety by the crew of a Sea

CingheliseptaiciiamIRAF Lossiemouth and taken to Aberdeel

Royestefiaag.spokesman for Aberdeen Coastguard said the

three climbed through an escape hatch when the vessel stabilised

Sebandian skipper Claus Kampmann &42) and Americans Axel
Sigmar (30) and Lucia Stretcher (31) were thrown into the

hiinke
water.

« The Heliode pictured at Macduff last week, as were two of the crew rescued yesterday -
Skipper Claus Kampman (below) and Axel Sigmar (bottom).

in the water and went inside the hull, where they sheltered on a

They fired distress flares,
which alerted the oilrig supply

vﬁssel Maersk Rider. Rt the
ship was unable to launch her

rescue boat because of sea con-
ditions and the helicopter was

alerted

"qui larae
seghv%&% \év\enlnsndqsl‘ﬂé%d of force

5 or 6, the coastguard spokei-

man said, He added that sur-
vival time in the North Sea was

only a few hours without pro-

tection. .

-1t certainlv would be no
mpre thandhat,, e said

ey did very well.

Flying Officer Glen Holmes.
navigator on the Sea Kina.
said:™*It must have been quite
an ordeal for them. They
verv Il considerina they
were in the water all that time
durina darkness.

The helicopter aot to the
scene around 4am yesterday.

"They were ve +and
cold, a%]/d obwousrve‘l“k')ﬁ dis
tressed," said FO Holmes
understand that two of them
had been in the cabin of the
trimaran when it overturned
an %ad been thrown about a
hit

"We managed to winch them
An hanavd and flaw tham
straight to hospital in Aber-
deen. getting there around
5.40am

Mr Kampmann has

ininred rinht len  Miss
Stretcher hashri IIiQinﬂ to the
face and Mr Sigmar was de-

Aivad An Al iabian Maniar

%%mgletatglgee were reported

Attemnts hv the  Maersk

i take the
E’I'{:f' 10 unsuccessful

an gﬁg‘)'/\'acht is believed to
redigersdmanenus, Ratlt AR

ndeter R0l AR b hing
five hours ahead of the nayt

vegﬁ% was crewed during the

la s clinnar LY

Kampmann.,  enninear
Ao ahd Norweaian Mr
Alexander Holst )

But the three — all engineers_
with an international seismic

fuindNW @btore the i

week prizegiving.



Pvlon rescue In vain

Man dies after 132,000-volt contact

D COLN CAMPBELL

TWO rescue heroes scaled a
100f electricity pylon yesterday
in a bid to save a severely:

Injured hospital patient burned
by 132,000 volts.

But las nﬁ;ht the patient,
Mr Jonathat Dmnage? 5]
Hinher Town Samnford.
Devon, died.

Fire officer Mr Gordon
Fraser and power worker Mr
Donald McNell risked their
lives in the nerve-racking mid-
day drama high above the
arounds of Craig Dunain Hos-
pital, Inverness.

They tethered the trapped
and cami_rnncriniic man tn tha
pylon and tried to comfort him,

efore a four-man helicopter
crew flew in for a hazardous
winching operation.

The missing patient was spot-
ted near the ton of the steal
tower at 10.30am, following a
search of the bospital grounds
Involving a police dog team. An
alert was hashed to emergency
services and Hydro-Electric.

Mr Dinnage is believed to
have come in contact with w
132,000-volt conductor on the

centre crossarm 80ft up, before
power workers succeeded in

Isolatina the current. He was
seen slumped over a stanchion,

apparently unconscious.

A helicopter rescue team

* Rescue heroes fire officer Mr Gordon Fraser (left) and power worker Mr Donald McNeil.
who climbed the pvlon and tethered the man until the helicopter arrived.

from RAF Lossiemouth decided
to try to winch him aboard.

‘Mr Fraser, assistant divi-
sional fire officer based at In-
vernecs and Mr McNeil. a
Dinawall-based Hvdro
linesman, agreed to climb the
pvlon to secure him and assist
with the helicopter lift.

r Fraser sai id: "*We
reached the position in a matter
of minutes, and found a young
man on the conductor strut, He
had been severely burned from
head to foot.

FULL TAB EXIT RELEASE

Cabl%fo tasci d we

were able to tal

appeared in some paln, but the
severity of the burns could have
meant he was in a state
"The top half of his body
- was hanaina
over the strut, and his legs were

interlocked with other struts.
We had to move him so we
could tie his legs securely to the

pylon."
Mr Fraser, who has 22 years'
caid- "It wag

RESCUE E

« The crew of the RAF Lossiemouth rescue helicopter which winched the badly-burned man

from the pvlon.

hazardous experience and the

have come across."

Helicopter pilot Flight Lieu-
tenant Peter Bell and his crew
then took off to try to complete
the operation.

Co-pilot Fit Lt Scott Pollock
said: "We discussed the situa-
tion. and althouah it was an
extremely
ninantt All thnt Aiflianols farv e
We hovered beside the pylon
and dropped the winch around

£

Winchman Seraeant Paul
Trethewey secured

around the natient and be was
hoisted into the helicopter,

where a attendance ram edis
attendance.

then: ' = - - Hns
rr)]taﬂ The time from take-off to
andine af Raismare ‘=« lace
than 20 minutes.

A spokesman for Hvdro-
Electric said: "We were pleased
to be able to help in the rescue.
bv qwcklv removing fho
rlirrant i+ inaals
head transmlssmn line serving a
large area of Inverness, and we
were able assistwithout
causmg tn tha

su
E/ﬁ’XAcNen Tulloch Avenue,
Dingwall, said: "l was on a
squad of six preparing for a job
at Beauly when we got the call
to go to Inverness. Any of the
could have gone up the
tower hiit_ac a retained fire-
man, | said | would make the

~d ~n Qver-

climb. )

The man was in a bad
condition, with 65-70% burns.
I'm glad i was able to help."

Another picture - Page 13
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Man saved from high voltage pylon

By Tom Morton

DRAMA unfolded 125 feet
above Craig Dunain psych-
iatric hospital in Inverness

vesterdav  oftar i
climbed to tﬁe to% patient

eloctricity pylon in what was
thouaht he suicide
alicmpt.

Tha  man,  Johnathan
Dianege, 19, of Highertown
Avenue. Stampford, Devon,
was badly burned but still con-

sClous after touchina tha
132,000 volt power lines. He
had not been at Craig Dubain

othe was eventually snatched

fieercrey taetieesalon he

helicopter from Lossiemouth.
hovering only from

Roard|in n i
ofﬂcer eﬁ)sorgatlo b%nge thrg
natient  board.

Mowur qlrectlv to Raiamore
Hospital.

aro%rr’lgnt ‘Eﬁ?c'fsgn%?at 10452

Donald MacNeil: one of the
‘real heroes' of the rescue

yesterday morning after a

search by police tracker dog
traced the patient, wevho had

pylon in the Craig Dunain

arounds. Hvdro Board am-
nlavees cut nower the
cabics on either side of the
nvion tA allma  PERCIE
attempt to be mounted

The  paint
included poﬁce. f
nnr‘ﬂi'-md Hvdro
sonnel. Aq well
holiconpter. the air
from Raiamore Hosbital wat
in attendance,

Hvdre Bo.?rd
Donald MacNeil an
divisional fige ggff
Fraser were boldie
injured man as th
ainaerlv.approache

12:2.3 pm.
racking tca penctve.  said Mt
Prasor. MacNeil,

however.mand to dinhing tho

towers vjrtuallv every day"

the only ynusual thina was
having a helicopter crewman

tower tn l\/lnr_'l\ _ falling.
said MrMachicill

badlv burned and

had been: burned

Once we were secure

tinceki could reach tirnF

One cvewitncas said later
that the helicopter had
bovered so close to the pylon
that the winchran

to literally step out." BUtRAF
nulor Peter  Belsaid

as
never fiviafoet.
m'zl?crﬁuvr\}ﬁr}g Igo we were al‘:’yg%n t
hover quite comfortably." ha
said. "It was one of our most

unusual rescues hut not the
most dangerous.* His winch-

man, Paul Trethewey, id an
tribute to Mr Fraser a¥1d R/?r d

MacNeill.

reach the man, tie hi
dcmake my job eas'

who had the hair-raising task

of climbing up the pylon to

m down
Y.

The firemen's courage was
ced U a ) praised by Divisional Officer
boring is the treeseroward hydroThfefeahRetReSirgatethe I')iﬁ.k Mackintosh. He said:

*This was a unique incident

for us because it is something

wacannot t{ai%for. ordon

volunteered for the tasl

"The fact Donald MacNeil
was a retained fireman as well
meant we did not have to ask
nna nf tha other men

accompany GOrdon. They orders fram

both acted above and bevond

the §
Arcwa”AOIS(d)ultyfaser said: *1
couldn't ask one of my men to
venture into the unknown so |
did it myself. It must be the
first time an ADO has taken

Rescue drama: the man was lifted off the pylon by the crew of an RAF helicopter hovering only feet from high tension cables

fireman but Donnie Mac-
Neil's advice and expertise
was invaluable. X

"I have a head for heights
obviously but this was in such
a different environment, sit-
ting in such an exposed posi
tion with all sorts of hazards.



copter %

rescues
boy (14)

+ BRUCE TAYLOR

me in too quickly andy  conting o edie to then

Loveday, lin ven
[ dheig thank the helind
rightering

tremendous

boys or their pard in enthree

known locall

on irday, rescue was th

nouth Sea King highe has bee
involved since the start of th

(back right) and his wife, Kerry (10) and Kim (4) also went to

T make

\WQ\/,
try front'fe . aqa

William's sisters,

Lochaber car-crash 4
are flown to hospital

FOUR young Lochaber people * WILLIE MORRISON
WG Wﬂ@&ﬁﬁaﬁl@g?u@éé were Mr William Mackay (23),
Saturdav
evenir aﬁer%elr car left the
oa OVGT urned

- hannened an Mr Henderson left hosnital
e A82 glglle south of Inver-
garry

after treatment and the other

- actardav i
MNuiiime Aian -r..--.. Ta S LTI hOSDI I SDOkPS cal
Tarrana Mm 0X Was sza%sfgc{bw but
c nr%ﬁofrqgn(tla?alyf Ssen, ; asked
fhlaf nra rnndmnn rpnnrrq he
nooo L Inverlnchy wara 'SR 6 did no mine another
semmm~d e~ Wreckade far

mo\re‘than an hour.

With _ doctor "
medical

evening f Ilowmq
a two-vehicle crash at t ?1
they wer 4 gvmentua?ly?reedﬂ' by’

Culduthe R’@éﬂ"lrﬁ/\é’rh’éss at
Fort William an i craysts
ear'seatnncapnnnrc ta,ﬁqu@t@aégﬁ,%one de-

onh

st 'hf(lﬂﬁrﬂ)aﬂ‘ #eil sivadised

reallv



Teenagers in tide-race dramas

| n]]le

conter
reqriifg

bov (14

IR IS uRREY RN

copter rescye teams in races
agre)lmst the incoming e &

Portsoy and St Andrews on
Saturday. .
Schoolboy flshe&rcr)}ggn
rgékaem, Mgrltg%\yl,' was rescued
by H'RAEAET REM BeRTg
rapped on rocks at Portsoy

Villiam, a Banff Academ .
pupil, later said: "It was a bit

and 1 was glad to

efore
arﬁveé.) William's father,
Meenus McKay, considered
trying to pull'his’son to safety

WA BLQRE i decided it

kndRIOUIRTRR TRE FRGKS -
is a favourite fishing haunt of
v%ugavﬁg'fishing alone from its
farthest nﬁ(éint when the in-

SMINGACE,fied Agully

DIgseerarer MRS Maan

) who had been
cycling to the town's outdoor

wimminn nnrH haard
William's cries and went for
helpey met Willam's pal, Nick

Gardiner (14). 7 Camobell
Drive. who went first to

| BRUCE TAYLOR

William's home to tell his

father and then to his own
home to phone the emergency

Se{¥iiam said: "The tide just
came in too quickly and 1
couldn't get across.

"When | saw the two boys

going, Fentled Roakam Reir

exps%tgds.ea was around me, bur
it Wi far to tr jum
Jcro%g ttc? %eaotﬁ%rtrgc&?s.w P
Mr McKay said: "l was going
to throw a rope over to William
for him to put round his waist
to get him across, but we de
c?d%dI #woufd be too r\gﬁy.“
The helicopter was about to
start an exercise with the Inver-
gordon lifeboat at Findhom
Bay when the crew was alerted

by the Coastguard. X
William soon forgot his fear,

according to winchman Flight
Sergeant Paul Trethewey.
He said: "When \{f\]/p were
Bendg Nt s iff -
Helicopter pilot Flight Lieu-

tenant Steve Hodgson, who has
been at Lossiemouth for five
years, said: "The boy was

obviously veryc)and | think

he was glad to see us."

A member of Portsoy Army

adet William had
%gﬁt |rf8r§%‘a King when he
visited the Lossiemouth base
withfallaws cadete hut
Saturday's incident was far
real.

awas glad to see 1h9Pf‘T1
coming to rescue Mme A

said.
Yesterday, William went to
Lossiemouth with hi% :
ndsisters Kerry (10)and
ﬁlm (4), to thank the helicop-

tef\/ﬁrﬁ)(\(lfKay said: "They do a

tremendous job e are
very grateﬂﬁ lto th:érrm"“

alsnbraised the three
boys for their part in the res-

CUfhe other members of the

helicopter crew were co-pilot
Flicht Lieutenant Nigel King

and winch operator Master Air
Electronics Operator Ted

I iﬁlﬂurday's rescue was the

99th incident in which Lossie-
mouth Sea King flight has been

involved since the start of the

vear.

Sergeant Paul Tréthewey (front lei

RAE

RES

and Fligh

Lossiemouth to thank the search-and-rescue crew.

| malka ite \WWAVv Arrnec
trv fram the rnactal

« Grateful Portsoy parents Mr Magnus McKaP/ (back right) and his wife, Jacqueline (back left), say thank you to Fligh
er 1% Lieutenant Steve Hodgson (right), who took part’in the rescué of their son
William (front, centre), when he was trapped on rocks at Portsoy. William's sisters, Kerry (10) and Kim (4) also went to

Lochaber car-crash 4
are flown to hospital

FOUR young Lochaber people
were flown to Raignore Hos-
pital, Inverness, by RAF Sea
King helicopter on Saturday
evening after their car left the
road and overturned.

The accident happened on
the A82 a mile south of Inver-
garry at 6.45pm.

Driver Miss Tracy Cox (20),

Rov
Bri(%%?gr?dc po-rl;ggggg Séssen-

ger crim ndhid €19), 12°R&he!

Road. Inverlachv wera
trapped in the wreckage for
more than an hour:

With a doctor and other
medical staff in attendance.
they were eventually freed by
firemen from Fort Augustus.
Fort William and Inverness.

The rear-seat passengers

only then that 1 realised
just how bad their situation
reallv wa.

* WILLIE MORRISON
were Mr William Mackay (23),
Road. Inverlochy
%?uli M'PNXH Henderson (24), 9
Perth Place, Fort William.

Mr Henderson left hospital
after treatment and the other

j Yesterday..
;;’;“.dael swoman said
Dgox was satisfactory but

that the other two had asked
that no condition reports be

released
. Police did not name another
five people taken to Raigmore

on Saturday evening following
on wo-vehicle crash at the june

i Dri A
HARRFEANvemess. at
7'?—5&6?'Iater left and one de
tained for observation.



CHOPPERS Chinooks,
vhirlybirds or Wessex,

iver ward vall 11se it means
he same.

Whether --~--1~.~ Nvinn
oathe it, few words can describe
fee aets when

ift for the first time in a hellco?
experienced  thic feeling

Biffcotland and spent three days
" Fliaht. ann anciadean
earch and rescue.

No call for
i ladies'
was at the invitation of an

franind Ana morninga
tanding in me middle of a fllqht

t handsome men in flvina suits.

ven simileg apparel to wear. It
IN Scotland in Janu-
v so the best of warm clothina.

Yvonne King

TODAY'S GUEST WRITER IS AN AMBULANCE WOMAN

An upliftina

experience
Nnf herniam

consisting of several layers, was
provided.
It took quite a while to get into

and durlnlq theknext three davs |
consciously took time out on a reg-
ular basis to visit the "gents" for
up to ten minutes for what is nor-
mallv - .
EThere s no call for a "Iad]ies'" in

IS essentially i~
ment).

The first two davs | spent with
the second fllgrrln on exercisesRAT
visiting winch man from
Monctan in P was Dracpsmu
the evacuation of a casuaty rom

e There
aren't many mountams in Kent.

I was the cacnalty of roiiree an

f'HstIg/ the crew abandoned me in
W.

As the helicopter flew off into
the distance the -

? eh Iess n0|se of the rotors was
slightly

It seemed like an age before the

Atense
moment
in tha
airlift
nneratinn

craft returned, the winch man
hanqlnd 30 fppt below readv
laced the stro|
ver my head and Félrms and ath p
command we rose into the air.
1inever forget the feeling of
pleasure, this was only an exercise
but I'm sure | experienced the to
relief and ranfidence that a
real casualty must feel.

On the third dav.

he most e cmnubofa | was to
e a casualty on board a trawler.

onto mgadweclﬁgmu winched down

The sea was quite rough and as
| sat in the open door of the heli-

egs dangling over the
side, Idldyha e reser atlg ns.
However, my momentary anxie-
+ was needless,

strop ¥vzlis placed over me found
myself floating in space.

Courage and
exnertise

Down | went, and as | descended
| could feel the salt water on my
lips. | closed my eyes for a second
then suddenly
grabbed me around the wais
I'landed on deck.

Before 1 had time to catch my

strong hanéjs
tan

breath, | was re-attached to the
winch and with the winchman's
legs firmly around my back his
hand resting gently head
we rose up together to the wamng

| ater that day | accompanied
the first crew on a medical evacu-
ation, or medi-vac as it is known,
from ' Wick Hospital t0 {ansfer a
sick baby that needed urgent treat-
ment in a special hahy tnit.

q est one heina Raigmore

Hosplta in Inverness.

I'll never forget the courage and
exnemse of the "unsun% heroes"

Ii

atJ met in Lo: S|em uth, or the
friendship t eys owed me

WORTH

ALOOK " Smith

THE crossroads of life are singularly badly signposted
and.thinking back.
antirahs rinarant rainita

S| eakln
p gJ ggl?erés rea\l/[etali]ed "Howard Hawks wanted

me ‘o start my career with either Humphrey ~ Bogart or
Cary Grant. What wouid have happened ifit had been

Thus it |sowith Lauren Bacall

relationship with her parents, her own experiences as a
nother, and her writing
alk ahant her lave affair and citheaniiant marnan
Bogart, 25 vearc he
astonishing early acting success - red with
Bogart in her first film, To Have and Have Nol (1944)
at the age of 20 - immediately established her among
the Hollywood greats. A year later she and Bogart were
married,and remained so until his death in 1957,
Mavis Nicholson, who has twice before * interviewed
Bacall, catches up with her once more at BAFTAin
comlnual\y assocla!ed wnh an era lhal ended over 30
gart's deatl
Falling prey to the dreaded red spider may sound like
the blood-chillina storviine -~
Hollywood B-movies, but a D epl
otherwise. Fortunately it wasn't he who was the wcnm
nor his flock  but his __ ggest ever pru
+aln £~v  Ollowers of Flowerir . _.__
(Channel 4, 8pm), the "definitive guide to choosing and
flowers

dre to the baba ding Rose in

Britadron baseda Relie Dossiemouth, whose quest it is

tonight to save the fishing ~ ressel Budding Rose from
the of the North Sea during 60mph gales.

9.30pm. Stone-throwing confrontations with
defenceforces

f.the child d, d hiatrist Di
AR S A, SRRt nGah B fereasing

Baursday, People og supplementary to (rgyseditedor
a subsequent visit to the rainforest; or hedge their

| presenter

recommends ot - summar

ading. In some p % mba's Forest is
version of a Rudyard Kipling story. Komba

we are fold, is the Baka people’ first created

e for andbtse, wahen Hgg%%wmﬁioked
Comba, he rounded them all up and carved animals of

the forest from them instcad. Fortunately Komba later

relented and created a new Baka people from the debris
— sort of chips off the old blocks

In my view

Real-life

dramas

WE en r
thee gr%)edc% fljssk(\e

inclides the rick nf

human lives.

It iethe onlv food that
man still hunts in the worst.
of weather and in the most
dangerous watare tex tha
waorld

But it was all dramatically
brought home in the repeat of
erelféretiocumentary series,

Rescue, (ITV).

It's centred on the work of the
helicopter crews based at Los-
siemouth.

puddrg RIS BRIRT Rt

It
the fﬁﬁlng%xa?wgrtehs rﬁrg% |n8f
in 40-foot seas and winds gust-
ing at more than 60mph.

They were somewhere in the
Montrose Field 100 miles out in
the North Sea, off Aberdeen.

The helicopter responded
within minutes.

MESSAGE

After the winchman was
lowered. and two crewmen
brought aboard the aircraft, the
strugale was on to pump out 7ft
of water in the flooded cabin.

The battle was lost and even-
tually aII seven fishermenwere
lifted
Four hours later the Bud.

cutinave des: n

out the helicopter,
ermen could have died.

The RAF _ quadron at Loss
opes with 120 calls a year an
the televisioncrew.  nant an

entire 12 months with them.

It is.a series well worth
watching, even as a repeat, if
only to wonde{ zﬁ the mat%er of

fact'courage of the men of the
rescue service.

JAMES, LAING



E

Preview

IQ racriin

Flying to the

Safely home: RAF rescuers with two of the Budding Rose crew

IN JULY 1988 about 100 Finally, the skipper

milananant afahardann winchad an hnard and tha Qaa

Peterhead-based fishing boat, ~ King delivers the seven- stronlg
o Longside  Airfield,

Ritddina Dace ctartad tn talo

on water. The crew struggled

Peterhead where 1S-year-old
Llewellyn-Thomas,

The Weekly News, June 29, 1991.

unwary and inexperienced who've been caught out by the treacherous
year-old colleague when disaster struck.

A RAF winchman found himself on the edge of
A disaster when he went to the aid o iur
climber.
For the only way to deal with the trapped man 00|
himself from the winch and perch precariously on a ice lip
just five feet from a sheer 3500-ft. drop.
RAF rescue crews are well used to takingtto the skies to help the
mountain conditions in the Scottish Highlands.
But this time, it was a mountain rescue man who found himself - .
seeing the other side of a dramatic rescue operation.
The 31Ryear old manf who' dlbeen a mﬁn&bber of the Glencoe
O e etacuTar Stob Gt e had been Barn ey Barnes un h 00 ked h |S Safety h arness to
Alarm raised rescue injured climbers in grave danger of
It was Wednesday, January 30 this year and the pair . . . .
sreede e daizen dusengectite.  plunging off tiny ledge and down mountainside
down the virtually sheer ice sheet.

to contain the flooding but, in
40-foot seas and with wind
gusting to 60 miles an hour =,
ccam  obvious that
elp was required.
A few minuics later, at RAF
Lossiemouth,

rescue ninite | — received
message which meant

est. Within 15 minutes they

were airborne and heading
towards the stricken vessel.

((Scott_ien a 30yemgs. Rescue
which

attracte large
ent u5|ast|c audleﬂce

first shown 18 sipfshseligo.
There is no

that it will be any less popular
this time round, for the shots
of the little boat struggling in
the huge waves of {0 North
are guaranteed to make

viewers ~wonder gt the
couraae. not only of the men
who sail in these tiny vessels,
but of those who ao to help
them when things go wrong.

As the Sea King helicopter
approaches the area, the Bud-
ling Rose is pinpointed and
the pilot realise  thareara
oing to be special problems

winchman
cause of the small deck area
But the crew are equal to th
situation and winchman Bob
Pountney  ; ~ soon being
launched into space be
helped on to the boat by the
fishermen. lisht weieht
pump is lowered to try to stem
he Hooding but it has litric
effect and with the water in
the cabin now seven feet deep
and the weather worsenine

the decision taken
abandon the vessel

Justyn
after his first trip to sea,
warmlg welcomed
relieved mother.

Anvone Who missed this
series first time round should

make an effort to watch it
many who saw it then will not

complain about this repeat

The production  team
with the crews for 12 month

and filmed numerous real-life
dramas which will be shown
the 13-week series,

including exclusive footage of

world's worst oil rig disas

ter, Piper Alpha.

There is a neat link between

Rescue and Scottish Frontiers

Medicine (Scottish,

which
medical

iirttedeand Dundefromsdthe™

mant des revolutionary alar
revolutionary new

nstalled on Northag&%il ries

will enable doctori on shore to
diagnose illnesses and injuries

currently

sustained by  off-shore
workers.  Presenter Kaye
Adams also looks at a special
%‘éfﬁ‘g“ﬂ‘seéjm the developmem
Afmare, ~#. e
equment, like belts and
harnesses.

The programme also inves
tigates a portable high pres-
sure chamber - now in us

it Ninewells Hospital, Dun-

dee — which is proving highly
successful in accelerating heal

ing of a number of medical
conditions. A Dundee diver
underwent sessions jn the
chamber for a badly damage
spinal cord and is now well on
the way to recovery.

Syd Mayne

A cramnon cauaht in the
surface and stopped hic
descent but the sudden

breaklnq his Ieft Ieu and
riaht ankle.

Tha rlimhare wara
forced to hole up on a tiny
lip of ice formed around a
rock on a ledge just five
feet from a terrifying drop.

Frantically they shouted,
hlewwhistles and shnne
their torches as the earlv
winter dusk closed around
them

Early help was essential
and the alarm was raised at

p.m. that ninht when
they failed to return off the
mountain.

Searches were mounted

HELICOPTER
HEROES

rvice's 50th anniversary. During t

THIS é/ear is the RAF's Search and aef

century they've helped rescue 50,000 people.
Last year was their busiest ever when their
helicopters flew to the assistance of more than
1800 people. In this dramatic series, we recount
some of their most darina rescues.

and the Glencoe Mountain
Rescue team. lad
founder Hamish Maclnnes.

swuna info action
At RAF Lossiemouth on

ern g';:%?{and:t FgI’F\{A'F“
Search and Rescue crews
had spent the day tackling
routine exerricec and
Master Air Crew Rarnev
Rarnac had et drandad
off to sleep when the alert
came throuah.
"Miirca_nilat Flinht
Lieutenant Simon Willson
had taken the call and as

we nored aver our charts
he gave pilot Jim Anderson

and winch operator Glenn
Holmes and myself a quick
briefing," said 36-year-old
Barnev.

"The adrenalin was
flowing as usual when we
heard that it was a trapped
and iniured climber in
Glancapand wwia mada
arrannamant +~
rendezvous with Ham|sh
Meclnnec at a ennt in
Glencoe.

It took the powerful Sea
Kina iust 45 minutes to
mal/a ite \yay Aarrnee

Strv from the coastal

An RAF winchman in action in a Sea King similar to the one used in the rescue.

"We a se enouah
above them t0 gemde that |

could probably be winched
down. The idea was that I'd
make a indoement when |
~nt down there ac tn
whether \pjarniild et 4
stretcher down or whether
the mountain rescue guys
would be needed.

\ertical

"In <1nich Prifir‘nl

citnatinng wain ~ran

ot
within 15 feet of the rotors

hitting the rocks and in this
particular case we pushed
that to the verv limit.

"We played out about 75
feet of cable which took me
down to them and it was
only then that | realised
just how bad their situation
reallv we

And — afterseveral stiff
checks s ines —1
unhooked myself from the
winch tn let the airecraft
pull away to a much safer
nosition

"l saw instantlv that
thara wac nn wav tha
injured man could be put
on a stretcher

"I radioed back up to the
helicopter and, as soon as
thev were in nosition. thev

lowered the winch anain
and | strapped the casualty

in as quickly as | could.

_"He was hauled up and,
withic a minute or two the
winch ~ama back down
again. | hooked myself into
it along with the other chap
and. after we ainaerly cut
our securing ropes, we too
were lifted clear
"Even thouah
danalina with a 3500-ft.
drop beneath us, there was
a great relief to be off that
tiny ridae and on our way

up.

"I+'e certainly A inh
which will stick :.. tha
memory for some tImE



Elgin Cubs are high fliers

CUB SCOUTS at Elgin have reached new heights -
flying the flag for the movement.
As part of the celebrations to mark Scouting's 75th

Cuh cennt nacke natinnwids are hainn
asked to make new flags and use their ingenuity to fly

them from unusual places.

6Siiicn, after getting an RA|
helicopter to fly their on

ossiemouth Sea

did the needful when the boys visited oblige.

the air statinn's eparch-and-reccue flinht

O BRUCE TAYLOR
I - the helicopter
aid Miss Jean Dinwoodie

overhead V\;ilh {h; fia’g,’ )

one of the pack leaders.
:i__~:_: pilot, Flight Lieutenant lan Campbell,

eaid: Ehsina tha tan far tha have wae rartainhs amann

the more unusual requests we get.

boys were delighted and we were happy to

The Cub Scouts spent an hour with the search-and-

SCOUT N:

rescue flight, meeting the helicopter crews, getting a
talk on the fliaht's role. and seeina the hanaars and
helicopters at close quarters

"It was one of the best nights we have had for a long

h‘e‘l:nay Je‘ﬁmyed themselves,"

« Below: Taking a firm grip of their new flag after
g‘v?'if@ljr%?rcub Scout Pack. With them are leaders

(from left) ~--~ Jean Dinwoodie.
Mcintosh andaMrs Nikki Moddle.

LY PR

5th ELGIN (NE/

/75

One dead, four hurt in
weekend crashes

« DAVID STEELE and
ANDREW JARVIE

A BUCKIE mother and son
were detained in hospital yes-
terdav following ~ two-car
collision on the A96 Aberdeen-
Inverness road near Pitcaple.
Mrs Jessie Henderson (51),
Trevear, South Pringle Street,
driver nf nna nf tha
vehicles. received multiple
injuries and was described as
stable last night at Aberdeen
Roval Infirmary. Her son
Driina nf tha cama addrace
passenger in the vehicle, was
detained with a chest injury.
Mrs Henderson's husbhand,
Avandne left hospital after
treatment, as were theaeei-
Afthn ~tha Calr, driver
Mr William Gillan (61), and his
wife Nancy (56), both of 26
Westfield Road, Inverurie.

Rnth vahirlae were

nante

crésh, which happened ablout

300 or inchor distance

Bri A
rlggﬁce have appealed for
witnesses.

THREE serious accidents in
the North at the weekend lef
one man dead and two injured,
one critically ill.
man whose car left the
Castletown-Wick road yester-
day morning was taken to
Caithness General Hosbital.
and later transferred by  air
ambulance to Aberdeen Royal
Infirmary. )
Engineer Mr lan Cunning-
ham (26),  Albyn Court,
as cut free from his
car by firemen.
He was unconscious at the
time of his transfer and was in
a critical condition last night.

He is believed to be sufferina
from head injuries. X
No other car was involved in
the accident and no one else
wnine bk
Orkney labourer Mr Dres

Shapinsa
;I;%&\e/i!/(e)g {egaq ?ﬁjuries when thg

car he was a passenger in was
invnlved in a two-vehicle
collision.

The_accident happened on
tha RENRQO 4 nwie
Shapinsay, on Saturday. No
one glse v&{n\s injureéj. 4

After another _accident on
Saturday. the A87 Inverness
Kyle road was blocked for four
hours as firemen fouaht to re-
lease a lorry driver trapped
when his vehicle left the road

AefinagueQuengdn Glen

shiel.

Mr Brian Stewart (28), 12
Comminitv Way | ossie-
mouth, was travellina south
when the accident happened.

Firemen from Kyle had to
radio brigade headquarters in
Inverness fgr a heawv crane to

tewart. was
Irra%%e |E the cab bng‘@gs.

He wastaken to Raigmore
Hospital, Inverness,
was in a stable condition ves-
terdav. .

The accident caused long
delays for people travelling to
Skye, as police were unable to
divert traffic on to anv other

It.also caused hold-ups at sea
as the Hebridean islands ferry
at Uig, Skye, was held back to

ntheardestinations, avoiding
the accident.



Pylon heroes to rescue

By GRAHAM PATERSON

A HELICOPTER hovered just
feet awav Fom a 125ft lf
nvion as firemen battle
QH\IPa hadlvburned man
yesterday.

He was winched aboard the Sea
King and whisked to hospital dur-
ing the daring rescue.

Thedrama habpened in the
Hospital, in Inverness, in dvetahl

man is a patient.
Last night RAF Lossiemouth
winchman paul
raised part-time flreman Donaid
McWei and Assistant Divisional
Officer Gordon Fraser.
They were the real heroes," he
Sald 36-year-old
crm D|ndwal| and Gordon.
of Invernes:
Paul added. "The firemen had a

Burns man
grabbed by

copter crew

hair-raisinn
pylon to reach the man and ther

e him on to make my job easier.

"They are top of my Christmas
card list this year.'

Rescue services were called in
after hospital staff who had been
searching for the missina natient
spotted him clinging to the pylon
about 25ft from the top.

Police last night named the man
as 19-year-old Jonathan Dinnege,

Sampford, Devon.

and is used to scaling pylons.
Hasaid last night:
wnrrv me that much. I'm used

anan F n power line
qéasa e be 0re We i vtan ta
When Mr Fraser .4

reacfhed the man he ...

"His clothes had been burned
off and we tied his ankles to the

Dvlon so he wouldn't fall.
We had to position him so the

winchman could reach him
was very lucky to still be allve

The helicopter hovered just five

feet away the 132,000-volt
cables in the difficult.

manoeuvre.
unately there wasHt Fich Vg
BMBrtably. able to hover
He added modestly: "It was one
OT OUI winer ynusual rescues
but not the most dangerous.

6 die In weekend
carnage on roads

SIX ﬁeople died in accidents in
orth and Central Beltin a

weekend of carnage on Scottish
roads.

Dhran mamhare nf tha camn

family died when two cars were

mid maddran Aamicinn An s

MaEdinburah-Stirlina

motorway early yesterday.

And aneperson died and

cavan wara inilirad whan a ~ar

carrying English holiday-

makers was in a collision with

Fn m|n|bus on the A87 naar

vergarl

An Aberde_en father was also
seriously ill in hospital after a

head-on smash which killed a

vouna woman in North York-
shire.

Early on Saturday, sixteen-
year-old James Shaw Peterkin
was knocked down and killed

by a car on the old A9 road
near Beauly Police Station.

He waswith a few lr(her

youths who had been walking
northwards, the three miles to
their homes in Muir of Ord
when the accident occurred.

Taman i tha ~rnn A M

ﬁhaw and Mrs Katherine

eterkin, O|dtown. Rrnad

Brae, Muir of Ord.

Thaha matorwav was

closed for six hours after
ll_esterdays crash involving a

ord carrying a family from
Limlithgow and a Mazda driven
by an Edinburgh man

The driver of the Mazda. Mr

Robert Crawford (28), -«

« STEVE STEWART
and KEN JONES

Kirknewton. Edinburah. died.
with Mir Kevin Gardiner (18).
the driver of the Ford, and his
mother, Maureen (45), and 15-
year-old sister, Linda.

M- (Sardiner'e father
Robert (44), a front-seat pas-
senager. wasinitirad and da_
tained in St John's Hospital,
Livingston.

Lothian and Borders Police
said it appeared the vehicles

trauallina in Qnnosite
directions. but on the same
carriageway of the motorway.

The second accident, which

A87 Invergarry-Bunloyne road

RRAIVES SIS BN
was killed, and a minibus.
Thedriver of the wrecked

FRrelrsss 2amn Gk &8

free by firemen. He was taken
by an RAF helicopter to Raig-
more Hospital, Inverness, but
later died.

The other four occupants of
thaRM\A/ Andraia Danl
(22), 79 Russel Road, Luton;
Irene | ee (78). 12 Moor Place
Frizington, Cumbria; Tracev
Peek (25,

both o$ the same address as the

dead man. were taken to
Raiagmore Hospital.
JRIGRIIY

-~- of the minibus.
Susan Bentley, 12 River Bank,

Broadford. Skve. was iniured
in the crash.

Her passengers, Roderick
Maclintvre. Adam Maclintvre
(3) and Cheveone Macintyre,

of Broadford. also
taken to hospital.

Aberdeen man Mr Neil
Woad. n30) stableﬁ(\bergeldle

Road. York
Dcl)str(iict Hospital after an accr|’-
dent late on Friday.

Mr Watson, his W|fe and two
children were taken to hospital
after thaaccident in North
Yorkshire which claimed the
life of a young woman.

. The family's BMW car was
involved ina collision with a
Ford Fiesta driven by Joanne
Long (20), of Cockmanthorpe,
North Yorkshire, who was
killed in the accident.

Mr Watson, whnis under-
stood to have been on holiday
with his family, received mul-
tiple fractures in the accident

Hig \ /|fp Elafne (28).
received abdomina injuries.
Son, Barry (6). bruised
and daughter, Joanne (2), was
treated for shock. Mrs Watson
and the children left hospital
atter treatment )

Police are still appealing for
witnesses to the accident on the
A59 in the village of Hessy
« Police and firemen were at-
tandinn a cariniie rnad arcidant
on theBraco-Comrie road in
Navthahiva - _ o -

People were understood toqae
trapped in their vehicles

"l didn't

DARING: The Sea King whisks the patient to hospital yesterday



THE LIGHTHOUSE

ROTOR TORQUE

202 SON

Summer Greetings from the 202nd - is it
Summer or just a malicious rumour started
by Execs so that the heating can be turned
off. An enquiry is being undertaken by The
Man from the Ministry of Awkward Aircraft
Ladders, London.

What has the Station's Operational (all
year round) Vertical Pursuit Squadron been
up to? Ops first — by the end of June we
were up to 108 jobs this year — recently we
have reacted to a couple of sinking fishing
vessels, several medi-vacs, the odd mountain
lemming and a young boy cut off by the tide
at Portsoy. Secondly, the flight had its
annual detachment to the village of Plockton
(no Gibraltar or Barbados for us) at the end
of May beginning of June, where two crews
on consecutive weeks used their time to work
with the life boats and MRTs on the west
coast. The olly ticks had a wonderful holiday
in the sun while the aircrew notched up lots
of hours flying (29 hours in three days -
Sons of Fun don't do that in a month) and
seven rescues. The pressure of it all proved
too much for one crew who filled the aircraft
with fuel at Benbecula and tried to escape
to America. Unfortunately the RAF took
exception to this and sent a Nimrod from
Kinloss to persuade them to come back and
even managed to talk them into picking up
an injured Spanish fisherman from his boat
at 46° 20" North 015° 20" West. So we only
%ot one-quarter of the way to the USA.

rowbas news — congratulations to MALM
Barney Barnes who after completing Biggin
Hill selection last year and suffering the long

wait since has now been selected for a Branch

commission as an Air Load Master (hello Mr
Biggar Fatter Wallet!). So it's off to jolly old
Cranwell for pinepole technology courses
and the brain removal operation in January.
FS Trethoooweee is now breaking out from
his crewman duties and is trying to get into
the free range egg sales market __ )| orders
via D Fit Ops. Our pet co-pilot, Fg Off Chris
Leiah has still not done anvtnmq
outstanding, noteworthy or expansive so

gets a mention for that or lack of that for
that matter!

DAVE LLOYD FOR SAN FRAN -
START A RUMOUR!

Finally there is no truth in the rumour that
one of the winchmen gets his copy of the
Lighthouse transcribed into Braille - he just
gets a pilot to read to him.

Oily Ticks News - The men with the dirty
fingernails have had a fairly quiet time — a
nice holiday on the West coast, lying in the
sun while Lossie was stuck with 8/8 at 100
RASH and BAC Cpl Basford is getting
married and hasn't invited any of the Flight
to the reception (A remarkably clever and

uncharacteristic trait previously unseen).
However at his stag night he was chained to

a concrete ball which he carred all night until

the followina marnina when it was
hacksawed off by Bob Peebles, whn
incidentally had a very handy blind date in
Glasgow last weekend but failed to get an
away from home result. Steve Furness and
Billy Fisher have departed the Flight, heading
for a summer holiday in the Falklands, not
accompanied by Cpl Dave Brereton who has
been medically downgraded and is unfit to
work in the South Atlantic (what a shame
not being allowed to go to the windy, snowy,

cold holiday camp at MPA). NOW HE'LL
DEFINITELY NOT GET HIS THIRD! The
Irish and Scots representatives on the Flight,
FS Bill Lowry and Jr Tech Al Harris are
trying to be understood and have enrolled
for a course of O level English - life for
everyone else will hopefully be much clearer.
Finally, farewell to Cpl Johnathon Forster
- WHO — Floss! has now left the Air Force
to make a bia baa of gold on the oil rigs.
Well that's all the news on the home front.
Take care. Yours aye,
D. SCRIBE
P.S.- Gary the Stacker, recently returned
from computer courses at Hereford, got
down to the 'bare essentials' when he
enrolled in Fatness classes in Lossiemouth,
but who is the mystery lady?

to FS Dave Whalley (Heavy), the MRT
Leader from Kinloss, recognised for his years
of service in Mountain Rescue. by the award
in the Birthday Honours List of a British
Empire Medal.

Remote Cairngorm peak
plane crash remembered

peak Wthh clalmed e\ght hves was remembered
yesterday — exactly 50 years on.
One of the men who died when the RAF Anson

lain lennant of Innes Hanee Flain
Yesterday, Sir lain and his family were

at the exact spot of the Anson ~ crash as cadets anc

nffirare fram tha Air Trainina Carn

To get lhere had |nvo|ved a 40 m\nu!e Land-

through moor and heather.
----------- +the sunbaked, windswept

rirdne wina o mavinn And
Group Captain Tennant — a World War 1

fishter hoheld the Military

Distingujihastaet#€ Ande whew is ches sed in

atrocious weather.

T T T ihich ad beenfou

military cansica tn hn trainad in

~ < mmenmnne, WAS theSOth anniver-
\TC

bllmeeNiexaEitezrobd isefured in the towns

ATe wing Squaren
anied by Highl: nd
Squadron Leader glm Duncan, ?
reath an the arave as a vanna niner nlaved <
lament.

attendied the ESRUMIPISS! (Bilks Lamily also

«Comiifandartosr te'arc in-dedtiidesisnnobgbMaiap shifolain Tennant (left) and
yesterday in memory of Sir lain's father, Group Captain Edward Tennantrandtine dedirated
others who died when the Anson crashed near Tomintoul 50 years ago.



SUMMARY FOR AUGUST 91

02 Fallen climbher in Cuillins with fractured ankle
lifted and taken tn Rainmare
BELL CAMPBELL LITTLE BURLINGHAM

03 Investigated Flotsam thought to be from fishing
vessel 40 NM NE of Aberdeen. Found to be section of

nettina and driftwood.
GEAR LEIGH BODIAM BARNES

n4a  Medevac premature baby from Wick to Raigmore.
CAMPBELL LLOYD LITTLE BURLINGHAM

05 Search for 11 missing children at Loch Ericht.
Two groups found by ground party and lifted by R137

taken to police R.V.
GEAR LEIGH BODIAM TRETHEWEY

06 Investigated Sarsat hits in vicinity of Fraserburgh.

R137 landed on and winchman located beacon in private garage.

CAMPBELL, POLLOCK LITTLE BARNES

07 Evacuation of Fulmar 'A’ oil platform following
reported explosions on board. Stood down after arrival

nn erene
ANDERSON LEIGH BODIAM TRETHEWEY

09 Transfer of unconcious patient from Kvle of Lochalsh
to Raiamore.
GEAR BELL LITTLE BURLINGHAM

09 Medevac heart patient from Golspie to Raiamore.
LLOYD POLLOCK HOLMES TRETHEWEY

10 Transfer RTA victim with spinal iniurv from Lochalsh
to Raiamore.
LLOYD POLLOCK HOLMES TRETHEWEY

10 Transfer RTA victim with severe iniuries from Fort
William tn Rainmaore
BELL GEAR LARKE BURLINGHAM

2 2 Called to search for missina fisherman who was found
acleen in rar at nnlice R \/
BELL GEAR LARKE BURLINGHAM

Scrambled for oil platform evacuation, stood down en route.

CAMPBELL LLOYD CHAPMAN BARNE:!

11 Windsurfer renorted in difficultv near Portsov. On arrival

windsurfer was beina assisted bv local boat.
CAMPBELL LLOYD CHAPMAN BARNES

12 Search for missina person in Kintail area. Stood down en

route. person found safe and well.
CAMPBELL LLOYD CHAPMAN BARNES

12 Transfer nreanant woman from Torridon to Raiamore.

ANDERSON BELL LARKE BURLINGHAM

13 Yacht aaround at Peterhead-beaten by lifeboat. stood down.

ANDERSON BELL LARKE BURLINGHAM

14 Transfer Navy EOD team to R.N.
suspected mine.

nnt
CAMPBELL POLLOCK CHAPMAN BARNES

\/ecceal tn deal with a
Mine located bv 137 and found to be a fishina

17 E.V. aground near Buckie-lifeboat wins again, stood down.

WILLSON POLLOCK HOLMES TRETHEWEY

18 F.V. Maanificent on fire 20NM E of Peterhead.

Winchman

lowered and fire was found to be out. R137 stood down when

lifehnat arrived NN crana
WILLSON POLLOCK HOLMES TRETHEWEY

1 o Transfer heart patient from Dvce to Newcastle.

WILLSON POLLOCK HOLMES TRETHEWEY

_Iniured person lifted with 2 companions  fram Cairnaarm to
Raiamore and remainder of narty taken to chairlift car nark.

PRINCE ANDERSON CHAPMAN BURLINGHAM

22 Search for 2 missina 14 vr olds on Ben Lawers.

nossihle hv heln diie tn weather RTB.
BELL LEIGH LARKE TRETHEWEY

24 Medevac pregnant woman from Wick to Raigmore.
AMDERSON LLOYD CHAPMAN BONTHRONE

Search not

SUMMARY FOR AUGUST 91 (CONT)

24 Aux coastguard with back injury following cliff exercise

taken to Raiamo
PRINCE LEIGH I RE TRETHEWEY

25 Medevac one from Portree to Aberdeen.
ANDERSON POLLOCK CHAPMAN BONTHRONE

27 Medevac pgb f

m Rai qo e to Edinburah.
CAMPBELL. POLLOCK CH M ONE

30 Uplift casualty + one from Ben Nevis, delivered to MRT,

then search for S|9Rhted flashllght in Glencoe - nothing found.
GEAR LLOYD HOLMES ETHEWI

31 Girl in water at Cullen Bav, safe ashore on arrival.
PRINCE LEIGH LITTLE BONTHRO!

31 Faller with broken ankle at shelter stone, Loch Avon,

taken to Raiamore.
PRINCE. LEIGH LITTLE BONTHRONE



Diving boat
Pina tescuiess

windaiirfer
MACDUFF inshore: lifebcat
anda helicooter from RAF
Lossiemouth were called out
last night after a windsurfer got
into trouble at Sandend, near
Portsoy.

UaAuiminr tha man e Ao
cued by a Sandend diving boat
before the heliconter and the
llfeboat reached the scene.

A Coastguard spokesman in

said the windsurfer,

believed to be from Portsoy,

hAann landad at candand

and was none the worse for his
experience.

The alarm was raised by the
man's wife after he could not

nat harl ta chara

A DUIRINISH, Kyle, woman
was badly hurt when her car
rolled down an embankment
after it veered off the Kyle-
Invermoriston road on
Saturdav mornina 12 A4G
Mrs Elizabeth Macdonald
(32), Heathcrest, Duirinish,
near Kyle, was airlifted to
Raigmore Hospital, Inverness,
by an RAF belicopter, with a
eserious back injury...
Last niaht a hospital
spokeswe Man said that Mrs

ATILLICOULTRY man, Mr

Nanial Mamria 1E2) Qtallar
Avenue, knocked down by a

oreign tourist's car on
aturday while crossing the

Fort William- Glencoe Road,
half a mile south of Fort
William, was last night

Glasgow's Southern General
Hospijtal.
At first he was taken to
Belford Hospital but later
transferred bv RAF helicopter
to the Southern General where

ha 1indannant natirnenirnan:

A hospital spokeswoman

night as "very serious".
A SHETLAND schoolgirl was
knocked down by a taxi early

ye_:lz_therda)(.

e girl, who has not been
named, was taken to the
(2IReek BRI HSBBldBnt on
the town's Old North Road.

Trawler crews

lhAaAat WlAa=2A At ~AA

HE six-man crew of tha
Eeterhend'ﬁ]s%me li)oat Magni-
£imnme made yesterda
aboard rlnelr Smoke-blackene

vessel after facinn a fire at

sea. .
Arescue helicopter and
Peterhead lifeboat were called

tand Athar fichina uncenle

';Hz;de for the scene after fire hit
thn Anft vincnnl Aavaind inah
time vesterday.

The trawler wae cama1 N
miles outgoun from her home

port. .

i Georae Milne
(35?5‘%?%[ Megry's Street, said
he had been about to turn in
when smoke was spotted filter-
ing into the wheelhouse from
the berth at the back of the

bridae. .

The crew prepared the inflat-
able raft on the stern as a
precaution and broadcast a
mayday call.

An RAF Lossiemouth Sea
King helicopter shadowed the
veccal an A~ mada ahont
streaming smoke.

With the lifeboat and other
vessels on ‘tha crew

hralin it firn Avtinaichare tn
tackle the blaze in the engine-
Thn

with a fire hose.
Peterhead lifeboat escorted

the stricken vessel into port.
Once berthed in the South

Harbour, the Maanificent was
boarded .. firemen.

([N I N

Fishing
boat EF

rescilie

SIX men were towed

fet thei
Zs-ﬁnar'fgh’na %Et ru‘r‘1Ir

Boddam anahﬁgfxanr‘]
lalrma in wimviar Aarvh

todav.
Peterhead lifehnat

— racar.
burgh-registered Mer-
- - -~ nrannd
1.35am.

A~ RAF Lossie-
mouth helicopter was

Stirling Albion subpl
. A Patarhand

auxiliarv CO%St uard
were In attendance.

The skinner nf the

Roddam apan niff-
ered sliaht, Tace cuts
and was treated and
later released fram

U AR g SR

Hospital.

Tourist plucked

from Fovers rocks
A FRENCH holidaymaker
was rescued by an RAF
helicopter last night after he
became trapped on rocks at
the picturesaue

dangerous - Falls of Foyers,
Loch Ness-side.

A woman who had been
with tha man raicad tha alarm
at the Foyers shop, run by Mr
Alex Campbell, and the police
were alerted.

Mr Campbell's son Derek
(24) said the 28-year-old
tourist was stuck on a ledge
about SOft below the path,
unable to go up or down.

The police called in the
RAF but, because of the
confined space in the gully
and dense woods, winchman
Flight Sergeant David Aitken
had to be lowered through thel
100ft above.

None the worse for his
ordeal, the holidaymaker was
flown to the local shinty pitch,
where he was greeted by his
companions and got a ticking-
off from the local"bobby for
straying from the path.

I:mtharhl irnh
creel boat
towed ashore

A SMAI | Fraserhiirah-
registered creel boat was res-
~nund n Peterhead lifeboat
early yesterday after she ran,
anrniind an ranke at haddam

The Mermaid, with seven on
board, is thought to have been
returnina. from a sea-analing
trip when she hit the rocks and
ctartad talin~ in wwiatar

Aherdeen Coastquard
received a distress call from the
skipper, whose name has not
been released, shortly before
lam and a heliconter from
RAF Lossiemouth was scram-
bled. .

The Stirling Albion supply
viaccal and Datarhaad anvilans
coastguard were also in attend-

Tha lifehnat tnnk tha
stricken boat into Peterhead

harhnatir inet aftar 1 20am and
secured her on the beach.

The skipper received minor
faré cuts in the accident and
left Peterhead Cottage Hos-
pital after treatment. None of
thanthers on hnard
injured.

Oll ra
IN Mine
alert

an offshore platform today
to deal with a suspected mine.

The object was reported by a
stand-by ship less than a mile
from the Borgny Dolphin, a rig
drillina fAr TAY¥arn100 miles

east of Aberdeen.
Seventv_personnel are nn

board %he ria bu%t re waﬁ no
move to evacuate the platform

pendina identification -+ +--
ohiect

Cnactanard Officers said

tides threatened =~ bwfm~ 4an
object even closer to the instal-
lation.

A halirantar fram RPAFE
Lossiemouth was scrambled to
ninls 1im +-- hnamh disnnsal
team. which had been on exer-
cise in Scrabster.

A Coastquard spokesman
%auld thﬁ stand-bg ~hin tha
olne Phantom, had reported a
ciienirinnie nhiect aroiind

A Nam

e rimn Ela ki B bl ceemban
half a mile south west of the rig
but crew lost siaht of it shortlv
afterwards.

He said the object could pose
considerable problems :£ i+
went below the sea surface.

Fisheries nrotection  vessel
HM? Guernsev and a f}elicon-
ter from BP's Forties field 20
milacennrth -£ - - i~ wera
called in to scour the area.

Bia search
laiinched

for 2 lost
teenaaers

A MAJOR search operation

two 14-year-olds became lost
on a Perthshire hill

The two were in a party,
thought to come from the Glas-
aow area, who were out walk-

i Lawers. Thev
%L1 ?e%grate‘g from the
main party and when they had
failed to return to base by 7pm
the alarm was raised.

As darkness fell Tavside
Police Mountain Rescue team,
a civilian team and a search and
rescue helicopter were called in
to trv to locate them.

They were thought to be ill-
equipped for a night in the
hills, probably wearing jeans
and teninae~  HOWBVEr with
weather conditions quite mild
it was considered thev would
not be in immediate danger.

Justwecks ano a similar
Nnaratinn QWILINA into force

when a party of youngsters got

They eventually were located
safe if somewhat exhausted.

Float causes 'mine' scare on rig

A DRIFTING fishing float sparked an alert on

A Sea King helicopter flew the bomb-disposal

North Sea oil rig yesterday when it was team from Scrabster to the fisheries-protection

Navy explosrirvérexperts were flown to the
Borgny Dolphin semi-submersible 85 miles east
of Aberdeen after a standby ship reported a 4ft

object with prongs floating less than a mile from

vessel HMS Guernsey, which began a sweep

The bomb experts later discovered  the
seaweed-coated object, which turned out to be a
type of fishing float used by trawlers.

"It bore a close resemblance to a mine and it

the rig. Soon afterwards, it disappeared from was quiternrrecths canarted oy Ahardesn

view.

Coastguard spokesman said.



Sir Jimmy Is star of RNLI gala day

1982

« Bidding Sir Jimmy Savile welcome to Buckie at the Seamen's Memorial are (from left) Mr Peter Slater; chairman of Buckie, Lifeboat
Committee Mr lan Rennie; Mr Roddy Ferguson, owner of the Rathburn Hotel, and Mr Sandy Sutherland, vice-chairman of the Seamen's
Memorial Committee.

« Just what the doctor ordered, Sir Jimmy Savile stops for a chat with Mrs Isobel Rumbles.

a patient at Seafield Hospital, Buckie, during his trip to the town for the lifeboat gala day.

O FIONA McPHERSON

A KNIGHT in a shining golden
tracksuit sailed in to Buckie at
the weekend and fixed it for the
town's lifeboat gala day to be a
runaway success.

Ac laraer-than-life TV
personality Sir Jimmy Savile
made his way from the harbour
to the town's Merson Park.
hundreds of people lined the
rﬂute inblazina sunshine to
cheer him on.

Guest of honour at the Royal
National Lifeboat Institution
gala day, Sir Jimmy was the
star attraction at the helm of a
massive fund-raising day which

more than £4.000 for
around 20 local charities

The crew of the Buckie llfe-
boat fixed it for Jim to join
them on a simulated sea rescue,
durina which he was winched

Ig to an RAF Losiemouth Ses
ing rescue helicopter before

being lowered back down to the
deck.

"It was excmnghand thrillin
but | was in safe"hands." sait

Sir Jimmy, who reckons he has
raised £30million for charity
over the years.

M Lo that mvdifehoat
friends would not let me get too
wet "

Being winched up by the hell-
copter was a new experience for
tha man wha hac tankdad et
ahonuteverything but who ie
better known for his marathon

runniﬂu. ,
"What people do not realise

is that the helicopter attracts
30-40

"I saw a 140ft long Moray eel
lip in the nick out me as pulled

Sir Jim's busy day In Buckie

the Seamen's Memorial, before
he was taken to meet the resi-
dents of the Ark Housing de-
velopment, where he offered to
lend his support to the elderly
tenants who are trying to raise
money to buy a minibus.
Handicapped younasters
from the Clydeville centre were
able to chat to their hero before
rge moved on to Netherha old
olks"home, \yhere the gallant
Qir lim charmed famala ataff

“ler‘n;ers of all ages joined the
veteran of 200 marathons for
the three-mile
Merson Park during tll1e a{er-
noon where stalls and displays
kept the crowds entertained.

With boundless eneray Sir
James spent the rest of the day
sianinaautoaraphs and made
time to talk to everyone.

'Jim broke his own hollda

o be here in Buckle." sald Mi
lan Rennie. chairman of the
lifeboat committee.

ON BOARD

After a hiirried enack
lunch. Jimmv was down at
the harbour and on board
tha Buckle lifahnat
Charles Brown. There was
a aood turn-out of the
lifehoat crew to welcome
him aboard before setting
off for the open sea.

Watched h a larno
crowd linina the sea front.
the lifeboat was joined by

heliconter from 202

Squadron Search and Res-
cue RAF Lossiemouth for
an exercise. How many
onlookers realised at the
time that one of the people
being airlifted was none
other than Sir James
himself?

Timmas amann tha antinn at can



LES PARKER

ur mistakes,

P+5 704 91

by trek bosses

Children at risk
In shambles, says
rescue leader

LEADERS of an adventure « NORMAN MacLENNAN
camp for children admitted last
night waiting at least 14 hours
before taking action to find 12
girlsand two boys lost in a
which they were il-equipped.
The younagsters,
eight t0v15 arqd led b?(fg%ﬁ?-m
old Rachel Brown, had a frigh-
tening 36-hour ordeal before
being found near Loch Ericht.
The huge rescue operation
nlanned
involved a helicopter ; ;
Lossiemouth, doa teams and ~ €asilV the children
local searchers. ranahilitiac and thawv wara ot
As thev recovered at th
h camp near Calvin
R n? nager Mr Toi
Dlxon said he didnot kno
why he delayed taking action
find them and admitted it ha
been a mistake to leave them i
charge of a junior leader i

Farllr-r Calrngorm Moun

nights in mountain shelters
before returning to camp.

Trust oraaniser Mr Barrv
Bishop said a staff member, a
teenaae nirl changed the
children’s route the last
minute without telling him

“She is no longer with us."
he said. "The route she ga
them was far too difficult

sainadinos Pirmingham, who led the party

leader Mr Chris Barley said:
"Alamiara hiclas s didn't find [aY=3Blalal=IR k=14
15 dead kids. The weather was
extremelv kind to us.

The orgamsers have to take

. Thin
Shambies. They didn't even Nnn
know where the children
were."

The children, from England
are on a two-week holiday due
o?g%ﬂ%ecp b?%erScunthorpe—
based Children and Adventure
Health Camp Trust.
They were supposed to ge N
walking near Loch Con, fou Eh
from their camp, but
winra ennt ta lanh Crinht nAanai
Dalwhinnie, where they wara
to spend Sunday and Monday

nanfuu

« Left: Some of the children
safe and well back at their
camp.



Children's adventure
holiday nightmare

SAFE: Some of the youngsters back at camp yesterday

By DONALD STEWART

Leaders

RESCUE workers last niaht hit out

~+tha leaders ~¢

adventiire halidav which tiirned

into a nightmare.

Ahill trek ended in a full-scale search
when 14 youngsters, led by an 18-year
old girl, went missing in the Highlands

rhildran'e

attacked
after big

apre

exﬂ‘%%é‘é”%‘étfe‘?é‘ay SR shaning f

niaht:

"ThevEXCJon ten5|on then

nr exDe tion

Ordeal

The children - amona them a nine-
discovered near

ear-old bo
alwhinnie in Invernesshir

Barry Bishop,

taken over a

~amn at Cahiina laveid.

much routher gre asked to his be ster

Rescw Ieader Chns Barley sald last tre k party

‘e were Icky we did’not find

vanishes

Loch Ericht. "I was horrified and when |
| could hardly believe my
ears. The children should never have

heard of it

haan tha

teacher

Scunthorne. Humberside

Ann taline vntimaetare fa cnntand |

he couple

ts%?ug %sctarr:p‘ in RF;er(ﬁleri\'rFe! For uni

6 We were lucky we did not

find 15 dead vounasters

"The route was changed by a female

e - M i nn Ionu%r

ordeal the orgamser o the hollday, Mr sal r nichan @ retire
efended himself.

He said a member of staff had made a

lact minita rhanna ta tha nlannad rata

The should
youngsg?rﬁ?, easy traclt1 near their

He and his wife run the Children and
Adventure Health Camp Trust based in

by Therpiesdtee the sound tapes hed

BISHOP: Defensive

privileged children. Last night Rachae
Brown, who was superwsmq the part of
s A

e
told how she had feared for their lives,
She walked over 30 miles with only
ane boot after giving her other one to a
airl who had lost hers
"l was in agony but | couldn't show it
because I was the leader and had to be

strong. | believed the best way to keep
them n|i\m wastn keanaoina.
said Rachael.

Desperately trying to find her bear-
ings alter taking a wrong turn she s ot
ted anglers John Kerr and his father,

from Stirlina fichina an | ach Fricht
Thev took her and the three most dis-
tressedchildren to Dalwhinnie.
She told the other vounasters to stav
equ, bme theendmlit 1in and left their

er-

Search ends as bovs found safe

A MAJOR search for two Glasgow schoolboys,
missing on a Perthshire hill, ended yesterday
morning when they were found sitting on a
cottage doorstep.

Kevin Coyle and Derek Leggat, both 14, from
the Cranhill area, were found by pensioner Mrs

Martha Thomson, when she opened her front
door. In the hills above, more than 60 people

had been searching all night for the youngsters,
who became separated from their partv on
3,988ft Ben Lawers.

Mrs Thomson, who was taken aback to find
the exhausted boys sitting on her doorstep, took
1heantq er fome; The ol sk, Lawers.

"They were absolutely exhausted and

but otherwise seemed fine," Mrs
Thomson said.

O HELEN JACKS

She phoned Aberfeldy police station, but got
no reply as the officer was involved in the search.
After mn~«~ +~~ and biscuits she thouaht of
contacting the doctor's surgery and emergency
services were soon at her door.

The boys told Mrs Thomson very little except
that they were unhurt.

"They were jusl typical of lads of that age, shy
and self-conscious and | think they
worried they would be qemnq a row when they

She founcl the two teenagers around 10.15am.
One was wearing a Parka-style anorak with jeans
and training shoes and the other had on a
jumper, jeans and trainers.

Conditions on the hill overniaht had been

reasonably mild. but there had been a liaht

drizzle and mist. The two had taken shelter
behind a large boulder when they realised they

were lost and had at one point seen a rescue
helicopter. but had been unable to attract its

attentinn

They had been with a party of two adults and
two older children from the Cranhill Outdoor
Centre and had reached the summit of Ben
Lawers on Thursday afternoon.

Kevin and Derek had set off downhill ahead
of the others. Mist suddenly fell, cutting them
off from view of the adults and when they had
not returned to the foot of the hill by 7pm the
police were alerted.

Afull-scale rescue operation was launched.,
involvina Tavside Police Mountain Rescue
Team, a civilian team and a helicopter from
RAF Kinloss. They were joined at first light by

the RAF Kinloss Mountain Rescue Team and a
helicopter from RAF Leuchars.

The nath ta the siimmit of Ren | awers i a
popular walk for tourists, and the National Trust
for Scotland, which runs a visitor centre there as
winll ae natiira traile hae Alaar eafahs iiarninac
at at the type of dress and equipment which
should be used on the mountain.

There is an audio tape which states that the
walk should be undertaken only by properly-
eauinned Walkers and there are three-
dimensional models, one dressed casually and
the other Droperly. «sish thn ~cntinn thant san
casual approach adds risks to hillwalking.

In case anyone setting out has missed these
warninas fhprs\ is a sinn at the fant of the nath

which states: "Attention, are you adequately
equipped to walk up this mountain?"
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N2 Fallen climber in Cuillins. One app. dead casualty
talantn Slinachan
PRINCE LEIGH LITTLE TRETHEWEY

02 F.V. Fiona reported hitting rocks N.E. of Helmsdale.

On arrival F.V. entering harbour.  r137 RTB.
PRINCE LEIGH LITTLE BURLINGHAM

nA Calleclj to search for missing walker by Glenbrittle.
0
Erar S SAs YAl AlkRd up to aircraft.

06 Called to lift 2 climbers on Glen Coe. 1 with

broken ankle.
PRINCE LLOYD BODIAM BARNES

07 Tasked to lift 59 yr old off Rig Safety Vessel

‘Grampian Sword’.  Casuyalt Ity taken to Aberdeen Airport.
CAMPBELL WILLSON LARKE BONTHRONE

08 Transfer baby + 2 from Wick to Raigmore Hospital.
CAMPBELL WILLSON LARKE BONTHRONE

NoTransfer 6 yr old girl with cancer from Thurso

to Aberdeen Roval Inflrmarv
BELL GEAR BODIAM TRETHEWE

10 Tasked to search for Epirb washed overboard F.V.
Epirb reported washed overboard 3 weeks earlier and

possible damage to box caused transmition.
GEAR LEIGH BODIAM TRETHEWEY

%QLS argE orm ;? RlLrpN\éthsr Torpedo found.

11Scrambled to fallen climber on Skve. Casualtv taken
to Rroadford Hosnita
ANDERSON WILLSON LITTLE BONTHRONE

14 Medevac patient for heart transplant from Aberdeen
Airnort to Newecastle
GEAR LEIGH BODIAM TRETHEWEY

Il in Cuillin

AWALKEa'rom Englan died i |n a mountaln accident on S ye
talavinfin
Mr. David Hurst (36) 39 Eskdale Avenue, Blackford, Bolton,

fell 400ft from Am-Bhastier Ridge in the Cuillins.
His partner walked to Sligachan where he alerted police at

Portroe. Skye Mountain Rescue Team ., _ . _
helicopter from RAF Lossiemouth airlifted {R& victim Trom the ™
mountain.

15 Search for missing 43 yr old woman. aftar evtensive
search naothina forind  Stood down.
GEAR LEIGH BODIAM TRETHEWEY

16 Tasked to transfer liver patient from Aberdeen R.I.

to Rotllmer.
ANDERSON LEIGH CHAPMAN BURLINGHAM

19 Scrambled to German Alr Force C-60 with mayday. Aircraft
landed <afelv
LLOYD GEAR HOLMES BARNES

Fallen climber taken to Broadford Hospital and then on

to Raigmore.
PRINCE POLLOCK CHAPMAN BURLINGHAM

2N Scrambled to search for man overboard in Fraserburah

ancharane  Nothing found.
PRINCE POLLOCK CHAPMAN BURLINGHAM

29 Tasked to take 3 day old baby from Raigmore to Edinburgh.
ANDERSON POLLOCK CHAPMAN BURLINGHAM

Epirb transmissions on 243 & 121.5.  Nathina foiind on either

243 - Kirkwall area or 121.5 - Fraserburgh area.
WILLSON LEIGH LITTLE BONTHRONE

n e Dinghy in trouble with 2 people in Pennan Bay. R137

remained on scene till casyalties on IRB.
WILLSON LEIGH LITTLE BONTHRONE

27 Transfer premature baby from Wick to Raigmore.
PRINCE LEIGH LITTLE BONTHRONE

29 Medevac brain haemorrhage patient from Raigmore to A.R.I.
GEAR POLLOCK LARKE TRETHEWEY

28 Diverted from above to possible jumper off Kessock Bridge.

Nothinn folind after search
GEAR POLLOCK LARKE TRETHEWEY

20 Scrambled to search of area E of Kessock Bridge

after red flare renorted.  Nothina found.
GEAR POLLOCK LARKE TRETHEWEY

29 Medevac young girl with suspected meningitus

from Isle of Skve to Raiamore.
LLOYD LEIGH CHAPMAN GODLEY

Sea King rescue

after man falls
MAN was flown to Raig-
more Hospital, Inverness, on
Saturday evening, after falling
and breaking his ankle while

walking in the Loch Avon area
of the Cairngorms.

The man, who has not been
RAF Seala®y AR Aomn

RAF Lossiemouth.

Caithness girl

flown to ARI
A SIX-YEAR-OLD girl from
Caithnessywas airlifted yester-

day by an RAF Sea King heli-

copter from Thurso to Aher-

deen Royal Infirmary.

No details have béen relea-
sed about the girl although it is
understood her condition was
not giving cause for concern.

Conters
flv NF

Inr/ar

natient
ceniith

A NORTH-EAST woman has
been flown to London for a
life-savina liver-trananlant

The patient, who has not
haan namad iindananant a fanr
hour airlift through the night
from Aberdeen to Londan in
two flights in RAF Sea King
helicopters.

The journey peaan shortly
after 9pm on Monday when it
was decided to use a helicopter
to fly the woman — who was in

Roval Infirmarv  aftar nn
~vnd wine aireraft could be

A crew from RAF Lossie-
mouth flew the first leg from
their base to Aberdeen Royal
Infirmarv. whara thav nickad
up the woman and flew her to
RAF Boulmer, Northumbria.

She was then transferred to

another Sea Kina. whirh
started the 260-mile second leg
around 11pmand ~......a-.

G%vs Hospital in ondon at

The patient was then driven

King's College 1
where she was admltter?f%r tﬁﬁe

Aspokeswoman at the hos-

woman's condition. No further
details have heen made avail-
able.



ROTOR TORQUE

202 SON

RING... RING!'... RING... RING!!

“Good morning Sea Kings, home of the
brave, how can we help?"

"Hello, it's Flying Officer Heffer."

"“\Whn?"

"The Liahthouse editor.”

"Oh, you're a bit early, the article isn't
due until September the 2nd."

"Ah yes, that's why I've phoned, 1 need
it by Wednesday. What with fitting in all my
leave and the oressures of work in the
Education Centre, if | don't get it now |
won't be able to fit in the long week-end
arant™

"What's a grant?" | ask the oily tick stood
in the Ops room, demonstrating why a piece
of broken helicopter couldn't, or wouldn't,
when it should have but didn't. He doesn't
know what grant means either but being a
jolly clever chap starts putting oily finger
prints all over Rhona's dictionary.
EUREKA! GRANT (-ah-) 1.V T Consent to

fulfil, concede, permit (thing to person)

admit. 2n legal assignment thing, esp sum
(monew).

This doesn't make sense, the RAF won't
allow you to do much and it certainly won't
give you any free money, so it can't be either
of those. Chris Leigh has the answer (as all
good co-pilots should), so according 10
Chris Grant is Phil's hrather from
Eastenders.

So here | start the sequel to all my previous
scribblinas on vet another 24 hour shift
which. iust for a chanae. runs throuah
another weekend. Firstly let's get the facts
straight for the record (it's only the facts you
will see written in this column). We are
operating a policy of never letting the truth
aet in the wav of a aood storv and all
information is from a source who's identity
will be protected at all costs, to ensure a good
supply of dirt, filth, perversion and malicious
aossin. An example is the door to door
Gallup Poll carried out in the Wimnv
housina estate. The survev found that 98%
of residents thought that the choir practice
held in the Officers' Mess on Fridav. 9th
August was too loud, too tuneless, too blue
Aand wiant Aan 1ad lana

We welcome to 202 Sqgn Flt Lt John
Davies, ex 8 Sqn and now our Ops Officer,

Sgt Clive Chapman, a new Radar Operator,
recentlv escaned from one of the Comet
Squadrons at Kinloss, and finally to Pilot
Officer Dave Parker (christened and baptised
POD by the oily ticks in the water tank at
202 on families With +1s ~
Commander presmlfljé:g\bave is holdln%t\‘nanttﬁn
us for six months while he waits to start
flying training — he's not actually much use
for anything, can't even cope with a decent
curry and if current information is correct
is also the owner/wearer of a purple shirt;
but we're sure his heart's near the right place
and if he's got one of Betty's commissions
he's OK by us. We will treat him with TLC
(total lack of concern) while he's in our care.
She who must be obeyed - well by Chris
Leiah at least - was most unimpressed by
the way her loved ones character was spoken
of in such deflamatory terms in last month's
Lighthouse, so she has made him change his
MG (well it was a Maestro | know but it still
counts) for a shining new red 1000cc Nissan
Micra — does lots more miles per gallon; so
he has now done something noteworthy and
expensive, ha! the pen is mightier than the
sword.
Rumours that Phil Burlingham dressed all

in black leather is actually trying to open a
BLUE OYSTER BAR in Lossie are totally
untrue, and he is definitely not too sexy for
those trousers or too sexy for anything really.
What has happened is that he now owns a
Hondakamazukie moped in an attempt to
ioin the newlv formed chanter of Hells
Angels at 202. Well not so much a chapter
at the moment, more a phrase soon to

become a Earaqraph Oily ticks and
growbags alike have joined with bikes from

C90, H100s, 125s-right up to the big boys
with 750 and 1000cc BMWs.

Remember the rumour started last month
to send Dave Llovd to San Fransisco? It
worked! He goes in November on a two year
nliie exchanne with the (nnt
unserviceable) Coastguard flying the Jay-
Hawk from a base near the Golden Gate
Bridae.

On an international note, 202 San will be
hosting 13 members of 40 Sqn  _ Relnian

Search and Rescue at the end of August.
More details next edition after the event.

Since last writing, we have done a further
41 jobs bringing our total to 149; so we could-
still be on the line for 200 by the end of the
year. We have had quite a few false calls,

ROTOR TOROUE continued ...

fishina boats sinking Off Buckie and
Peterhead; but the local lifeboats were on the

scene first and no action was required from
us. At times we feel as though we are another
air ambulance, not so much Rescue 137 as
Helimed 137.1 Atenf madavanc and
pregevacs from Wick and other remote areas
to the specialist hospitals in Aberdeen,
Inverness or Edinburgh. When cars collide
in the remote hill areas we have provided
quite speedy removal from the scene of the
emergency. Helping badly bashed and
mangled people included a flight with a very
seriouslv iniured man who was taken to
Glasgow Southern General Hospital for a
seven hour operation to rebuild the entire
contents of his abdomen, after he was
dragged for 25 yards under a very small car.
It was hard to believe he was still alive. Other
real jobs this month, we have had our usual
supply of lemmings in the Cuillins on Skye
and in the Cairngorms. The foreigners have
really taken a battering — they just don't

seem to realise how treacherous the
Highlands can be. French, German, English,

they all fall just the same and the splat is

usﬁlﬁgvt\}&lostrﬁagsmn&weable jobs this month
were the Trimaran that capsized out in the
North Sea on a particularly foul night. The
winchman, Dave Aitken, dragged all of them
from the sea and upturned hull since it was
too rough for the rig support vessel to rescue
them. No medals but Rolls Royce ties have
been given to the crew for life saving rescue
using the Rolls Royce Gnome engines (Flt Lt
lan Campbell, Fg Off Chris Leigh, Fg Off
Glen Holmes and Flt Sgt Dave Aitken). This
goes to prove all our wet winching training
can be put to good use. The other job worthy
of note was the six hours of searching for
arty in the Cairngorms. One
?eam esrs.la\% g m|¥ed bunch of 8916 year old
kids, well covered in the local press and on
the news, but it just shows how easily it can
all go wrong; luckily they were all recovered
safely and well by ourselves, the search dogs
or the mountain rescue teams. On a lighter
note, after being called out at first light to
commence a search for a missing fisherman

just ~~ -+ of Wirk were die «-
rendezvous with the police and as we landed

THE LIGHTHOUSE

next to the vehicles, the noise woke a man
asleep in his car next to the police vehicles.
Yes, you've guessed it, he was the man the
police had been searching in the dark for!

Finally, volunteers are invited for wet
winching drills and claims that you have to
be female and single are totally unfounded,
as all you need is a swimming certificate and
a medical check up. But if vou wear a
basque, stockings and suspenders you are in
with a good chance (oops - back to the Blue
Oyster Bar). . . -

Well, with news from our intrepid aviating
growbags, complete with news from the men
with grubby fingernails on the shop floor.

Primarily, and as is the want of any shift
worker, there were lots of complaints about
the day workers having too much time off;
when the only day workers on the flight
happen to be the Chief and Flight Sergeant
any slander directed their way is doubly just.
When questioned about the two previously
mentioned SNCOs the only info available
was that the Chief (Keith Tavlor) would be
attending the flight some time between now
and January, 1992 but that would only be
to fill in his application form for the RAF
ski championships. Of the Flt St (Bill
1 owrv). people couldn't actually
remember him, but one astute JINCO did
hear a rumour that one afternoon a month
or so ago Bill had got a hole in one at the
golf, but he kept it quiet to save on the round
he would have to buyv.

Apart from that, Cpl Basford is still
putting peas into jam jars to keep score and
has a permanant smile on his face (newlv
weds really make everyone else sick). He is
completely happy with the RAF as well as
being happy with the rest of the universe; so
he is I/C of teaching the squillions of air
cadets about the Sea King. Sgt Al Barclay
is on RDP (Run Down Period) to leaving the
Air Force. OK so he still has six years to go,
but as he says you must start sometime.

Before we get too far from the subiect of
the air cadets, we owe three of them a deep
debt of aratitude. A< the enleRAF

representatives at the Buckie Gala Day
(attended by his highness Sir Jimmy Saville)
202 had to put up a scratch tug-of-war team
consisting of Cpl "Smudge" Smith, his wife
Julie, Cpl(W) Caroline Dobson (our head
squipper), her husband Mark, Fit Sgt Twey
(growbag representative) and three ATC
cadets. They succeeded in beating the Fire
Brigade and coming third overall. Well done
to all of them.

Dave McQuiaa has bought himself
another new used car from a pretty suspect
source - "Honest guv, nuffin rong wiv dis
mota, a bootiful example of a 7 serees Volvo,
nice 'n' clean, an absolute bargain - OK,
so she's been to the moon and back a couple
of times — mileage smileage."

After five years of minor league football
with no credit to his name Steve Kenny (one
of the chapter) made it into the 202/GEF
football team to play MT section and scored,
to everyone's surprise including his own, two
remarkable goals. Remarkable more so when
you realise that he scored in the oppositions
net - wonders never cease to amaze.

After being threatened with death, that is
the death of our Stacker by his wife, this
reporter chose (well was bribed by a man
who shall remain anonymous but who has
no kitchen) to sav that there is a shelterlfor

i ing * - Elgin.
Ha8 GlaysLoRnobic SBSAIGH MONEY
PAID NOT TO KEEP QUIET).

On the subject of people with no kitchens,
Dave "Hygena" Breerton started to replace
the kitchen in his house himself at Christmas.
It's now August and it's still not completed.
If anybody knows a plumber (armourers
don't count), Dave would be incrediblv
appreciative ~ £anvsassistance allowing
completion of his DIY attempts by this
Christmas. Carl Hodne our resident
Bartman, was very close to becoming one of
our rescuees - during a climb near Loch
Avon the weather turned foul and Carl and
his companion were stuck out overnight, half
way up their climb after their rope iammed
during an abseil off. After an unpleasant
night Carl free-climbed back up to free the
rope — no harm done.

Well that's it for now, all the news and
views from the Stations VPS (Vertical
Pursuit Squadron) and with a few slips | have
tried as much as possible to use plain

lanaua %5 and not too manv TLAs (Three
Letter Abbreviations). Dress to survive! Of

our two models demonstrating wet winching
outfits the one on the right definitely is
dressed to survive and can therefore be left
happily warm and secure in her dinghy. The
other young lady however is most definitely
dressed to be RESCUED and as such would
have to be our primary concern. With this
toiehone exiansione g s Sad

to take note of volunteers for wet winching,
dressed to survive!

Yours aye,
4 D-SCRIBE
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n1 Medevac casualty with head injuries from Wick

to Abherdeen Hosnital.
GEAR LLOYD CHAPMAN GODLEY

02 Tasked to search for missina 70 vr old male in
Gleneln  Casualty found by ground party.
GEAR LLOYD CHAPMAN GODLEY

10 Tasked to search for overdue walker near Rraemar

Foa and low cloud prevented anv transit overland.
ANDERSON PRINCE LARKE TRETHEWEY

12 Scrambled to search for missina man in Newtonmore

~w»~~ Nothina found.
HODGSON POLLOCK LITTLE BALL

13 Tasked to mave heart attack natient from Broadford
tn Rainmaore
WILLSON PRINCE BODIAM TRETHEWEY

13 Tasked to take doctor to rig vessel 'Regalia’ for

divar with crilchad arn in huvnerharic chamher
WILLSON PRINCE BODIAM TRETHEWEY

14 Tasked to search for life raft in D8095. Search

called nffdiie tn hird activitv
HODGSON POLLOCK LITTLE BALL

1 - Tasked to investiaate white flare siohted on Ben

Navie Nothina found.
WILLSON CAMPBELL BODIAM BONTHRONE

16 Scrambled to over-turned boat on Lochness. Boat

aground and crew safely achnra  NAR.
GEAR HODGSON LARKE TRETHEWEY

17 Medevac man with renal failure from Wick to

VI?II L%%]IQ rl;% IN(Q,I% %E%lliMAN BONTHRONE

17 Scrambled to evacuate ria adrift NE of Sumburah.
RTB after evacuated bv other helos.
WILLSON PRINCE CHAPMAN BONTHRONE

18 Airlifted cantain of FV 'Maanat' F of Abherdeen.
Cacnaltv taken tn Aherdeen Roval Infirman:s
CAMPBELL GEAR LITTLE TRETHEWEY

1 oRetasked from above to take patient with haemoraaina

kidnevs from Wick to Aherdeen Roval Infirmarv
CAMPBELL GEAR LITTLE TRETHEWEY

22 Airlift fallen walker with hroken ankle at Carrhridae
tn Ranimanre Hnanital
WRIGHT GEAR LITTLE TRETHEWEY

25 Tasked to locate source of PLB reported N of airfield
which  hamad tna tarnadn onn \/AS dicnersal
HODGSON POLLOCK CHAPMAN ATTKEN

26 Scrambled to investiaate unturned canoe at Buckie.

Canoe had been pushed into harbour earlier.
CAMPBELL LEIGH LITTLE BONTHRONE

26 Scrambled to fallen climber in Glencoe. Casualtv

tal.an tn Raiomare Hagnital
CAMPBELL LEIGH LITTLE BONTHRONE

2Q Seramhled tn search for missina walker in Loch
Mullardnch  Missina man located bv police.
CAMPBELL LEIGH HOLMES BRODIE

Tasked to lift injured walker from Loch Ericht to

Raiamare.
CAMPBELL BELL CHAPMAN ATTKEN

Rescue
ert

AMAJOR maritime "disaster'
in the Sound of MullAn
Sunday wac aresounding
success.

Oban coastguard's station
officer Sid Turner said the
exercise to test the co-ordination
of maritime rescue services and
other emergency organisations
was 'very, very useful.'

It's the kind of thing that
only crops up with a Zeebrugge
or Piper Alpha disaster. It's not
the kind of thing you would
have a lot of experience with
said Mr Turner.

*We treated it as a real life
event with no pre-planning.”

He added that the exercise
identified many areas that could
cause problems which will be
Aimniinnnnd ~e ~ debriefing ~+
Soroba House Hotel on Decem-

ber 20. X
The 'disaster' consisted of a
coastal
e Iésrl smgﬁlt(‘e'vaeby Foster Yeo-
man) and a Caledonian Mac-
Brayne ferry carrying 200 *pass-

engers.’
Though the passengers were

from, organisations like the
Royal Navy in Fasiane and the

Territorial Army in Glasgow,
none of the groups knew each
other which would happen in a
real life situation.

The ages represented ranged

from 13-60.



A SURVIVOR of the trawler
Frank . which sank ~#f
Rockall at 4am on Tuesday
last night told of his ordeal
\thn the 11nfr hnar was
y heavy se

Mr Gerrardo Jose (36), from
~aninna Was one of the crew
on the Frank C. a German
ship. but Spanish-owned and
with a mainly-Spanish crew.

1 Aant ninht tha ~cAanrah
continuing for the 16 men still

tha Narman clk1n

eln
per a South African crewman,

said one.dq paon

liferaft capable of holding 25

men

"The survivor reports that he
saw people getting into a life-
raft. If that is the case, there's

ElI BILL LUCAS

d ch IIf it

adRRS e R
ve.

MrJose who was rescued

om a liferaft bv the Danish
F hr|T|11g vesse ?N\Yka Ittuk, was
picked up by the Stornoway
~nn~ntaed Search-and-rescue
helicopter and landed about

He was taken to the coast-
anard econtrol room where he
phoned the ship's agents and
gave the coastguards informa-
tion with the help of Dr Alan
Fraser, a former headmaster at
St Andrew's College in Peru.

.. Nuka Ittuk
and hulk- r‘arner

POV

Trawlerman

ralses hopes
Nt stirvivors

Missina crewmen mav
he adrift in liferaft

* Rockall St. Kilda 9

Search launched
for 16 Soar}t
crewmen after their
fishing boat sinks.
One survivor
picked up from a
Heraft 200 mlles
west of Hebrides

* Mr Gerrardo Jose ... 'ship was swamper"

scour the area with two RAF
Nimrods, one from Kinloss and
1ha ~thae from St Mawgan,
Cornwall

Mr Jose, a married man with
threa children said thev had
been fishing off Rockall, 240
miles west of Lewis,

"There was engine trouble
and because of that we could
not turn away from the heavy

canc Tha chinwac cnamnra
he said.
"MNnn lifaraft vine laimahad
and a number of men got in. !
tha bow and
attempted to launch another
lifaraftssith  simiimn falla

When | looked aaain he had

aone.
"My liferaft overturned and
beforg it was righted again, the
men in the other liferaft had
disappeared. <hin went

wn.
"That happened about lam
on Tuesdav | just drifted. 1

plcked up by a Danlsh boat l
am lucky to be alive."

Weather conditions were not
good, according to the RAF
~nnvakiand racriie fnC
ordination centre at Pitreavie,

Fife hich reported: "The
wlnd'ls‘,#o the soutl eastand

is blowing 25 knots.

"The sea state is four - that
is quite lumpy  cloud hase is
600ft and visibility five nautical
miles in the rain. o

Spokesman Mr Craig Lind-
say said: "An added complica-
tion is that the Danish rescuers
released the dinahy the man
was picked up from.

« Qepaw thara Ava
dinghies loose in the sea, one
of them we believe with more
survivors on board. Now we
have to search for both.

The ship sank so quickly
thare was nn time tn cend a
mayday. /\Iookout on the

ed the

Niika ~ E

survivor's Ilfera al am yes-

terdav and raised the alarm
Last niaht. Mr Jose  whn

did not require medical treat-

was taken «- «i- -

Fnﬁermen 's mission in Stor-

nowav

O+A DANISH fisherman was

airlifted to hospital in Shetland
vesterday after he was injured

EmiI Larsen (19) received
head iniurie%. .
Svanesund while fishing 110
miles south-east of Sumburgh

Shetland coastguard rescue
helicopter was scrambled with
a doctor on board at 7.30am
and landed the injured man in
Lerwick shortly after 10am. He
was taken to the Gilbert Bain
Hospital.

Air hiint
for 1A

cOaaMmMmnn

IS ended

ANl AIR enarrh far

crewmen whose fishing boat
~--. inthe Atlantic nearly
three days ago was suspended

Clyde Coastguard said: "We
this stage
whether it was 1he liferaft that
one survivor was rescued from
yesterday or if it is the one he
eaw hic chinmatac nat intn

Photographs of the partially-
inflated liferaft were yesterday
being compared with descrip-
tions given by the S}(IRD@I’ ofa
Danish trawler which picked
up the single survivor.

Mr Jose Gerrardo (36) _from
Spain, was flown on ednes-
davy niaht by coastquard heli-
~nntar ta Ctarnanav Where he
spent tl i the

Hatlong%ﬂpsg or Beep
Fishermen.

He flew out from Stornoway
yesterday to return home to his
wife and family in Corunna.

oastauargd spokesman
said f %e searc %r the rest of
the mainly Spanish crew was
continuina in Improved sea
conditinne  with vicihilitv
three miles
. Nimrods had also
joined the search

Me A avavdn ~nid ~n \And
nesday that the 110ft German-

reqistered Frank C went down
in heavy weather on Tuesday.

There was no time to send a
distress signal.



Ni<trict

Last year, Mrs Shaw, who
retires in the new year, was
awarded the Queen's Institute
of District Nursing long-service
certificate for her contribution
to the profession.

The two Lossiemouth nurses
were specialguests of RAF

Buchan skipper praises gale rescue heroes

Battered boat is

niircao

aoes un

in world

* FIONA MACPHERSON

ADISTRICT nurse, who first
started visiting patients on her
rounds by bicycle, has certainly
gone up in the world.

Ac aspecial thank-you
Lossiemouth  district
ntireaMTe Narie Shaw
P1uscarden Road, Elgin, retires
after 34 years, the RAF helped
realise one of her long-standing
ambitions — to fly in a helicop-

er
Accompanied by health visi-

-1 eslev Hedger, .
works at I aich Medical

Lossiemouth. Mre

Shaw took to the skies to get a
hivA i VoW Af the taamn
where she has made her rounds
for 10 years.

She said: "I have alwavs

wanted to go up in a helicopter

—« . doctors pro-
mised to fix it for me after
talking. ~£ mu

RE

« Going up in the world are district nurse Doris Shaw (back) and health visitor Lesley Hedger, both from the Laich Medical
Centre, Lossi%mouth._They were taken for a flight to remember by Fit Sgt Paul Trethewey (kneeling), Fit Lieut
al

nd and Fit Lieu earch and Rescue at RAF Lossiemou

t Tony Gear (far rlg%

Lossiemouth's search and res-
cue unit. No 202 Squadron.

They were whisked across
Speyside, over the Cairngorms
and past Mar Lodge and Brae-
mar on a flight which luckily
coincided with a break in the
recent stormy weather.

"It was a lovely day and |
enjoyed every minute of it,"
said Mrs Shaw. .

"l especially enjoyed going
over Speyside, where 1 spent
my childhood.”

After her nursing training,
Mrs Shaw qualified as a district
nurse in Edinburgh in 1957 and
went to work in Falkirk.

"It was all pedal power then

and 1 had to do my rounds by
bicyle," she said.

Mrs Shaw also worked in the

Forres area for five vears and
has close associations with the
two RAF bases.

*l am looking forward to my
retirement, although | have not
made any plans.

"l will certainly - miss mv
patients very much andtha

company of my friends at the
medical centre,’ " she said.

t), from 202 Squadron

ACCORO

D90

John Prince,
th

« Crew of the Peterhead-registered Accord check damage on their storm-battered boat.

Broch sea

mv/etarv
FRASFRRIIRGH lifehnat
and an RAF Lossiemouth heli-
copter were last night searching
for a liferaft spotted about
miles north-west of the Broch.

coastauard spokesman
said it was not known whether
there was anyone on the vessel
which was siahted about 5pm
by a passing fishing boat.

"Nahnadis hae hann ranartad

missing and no boats have sunk

towed to safety

A BUCHAN skipper yesterday
praisedhis rescuers after
night of drama in the North Sea
when gales and hiah seas
battered his powerless boat.

In a series of daring oper-
++--- several attempts were
made to tow the Peterhead-
registered fishing boat Accord
to safety after she lost all power
in a Force-10 storm.

. TWO crewmen ---—- +-~
fisheries orotection vessel

HMS Analesev were initired
during the operation about 40
miles north of Peterhead.

The drama began on Thurs-
day night after the main engine
of the 108ft purser failed as she
made her way home from Ler-

ick.
The Fraserburah-reaistered

crana and twire
managed to connect a tow line

but it broke twice
*After we broke from the
Sedulas, we were drifting and
the conditions were getting

warse " 30) Skipperanes
Duthie (30). 8 P

Place, Peterhead.

"Then the Anglesey seemed
to appear out of nowhere. We
were pretty happv. to sav the
least:’

The Navy vessel, skippered
hv Lieutenant Commander

Neil Tidbury. managed to tow
the Accord for several miles
before the connection broke.
reconpesthEHEadiNgina +~
tow thsar the
- eaman
%ﬁ‘rﬁvg‘ﬁ%urke (33) and Lead.
ing Stores Accountant  Gary
Tait (25) — were injured
Lt Cdr Tidbury said it was
after the two men were
smashed against the ghin

waves crashing gyer the decl
that he decided to head for
Aberdeen.

“In 20 vears at sea. | have
never seen such mountainous

wayes _
"Any sensible person would

O KAY DRUMMOND and
CAROL GRUGEON

have made the same decision.
When the two crewmen were
iniured mv priorities had to
change. \Aia havin w~ medical
staff on board and onlv limited
equipment.”

The Accord's 11 crew were
finallv towed into home port
around lunchtime vesterday by
the Peterhead tug Schelde 12.

Skipper Diithie caid- 11
would reallv like to thank
everyone who gave us assist-

The canditinons were
pretty bad, especially when the
Anglesey attempted to connect
thn ~nnand ta

Il ininm tha fAnnnA raeatin

ALire in Atraninne inathar
far the Schelde 12 and her
Captain Russell
Withycombe (42), from South
Wales.

She had just returned from
rescuina the Peterhead-
registered Utsiera — which had
fouled her propeller in a Force-

6 mijles t
ga%%roaryn?-lea 0 TWhen &ha was'
called to help the Accord.

n Aberdeen Coastguard
sp&esman ast night praised
Capt Withycombe and his crew

mate Jim Bruce chief
enaineer John Tullerfield and
seamen Andrew Masson and
William Robertson - for their
"sterling work".

* The RAF rescue services
operation at Lossiemouth had
its busiest day for months yes.
terdav

Tﬁe four-man crew of the
RAF's Sea Kina helicopter
were called to rescue a French
fisherman who broke his back
in the heavy seas.

he helicopter picked up M

Roaer Leon Libert (42)  Af
Boulogne, from the trawler
Margat at around 3pm.

The accident happened when
the vessel, owned by la Garrec
struck bad weather about 70
miles north-east of Aberdeen.

Mr Libert, who cracked the
base of his spine, was last night
"stable” .- Aberdeen' Roval
Infirmary. )

Fit. Lt. lan Campbell said:
"It was quite interesting. There
was a fairly heavy cas and tha
boat was rolling and pitching —
it was good fun from out point

"The winds were about 40-
50mph and it made it difficult
The helicopter with
crewmen Cit  Sat. Paul
Ittheway Gear and M FIt
B2

A M Anr and Mactar
Ted Little - was then diverted
+~ Wick to transfer a 21-vear-
old man with kidney problems
to Aberdeen Roval Infirmary.

« Skinner Duthie
... lost power

i Capt Withycombe
... second rescue



Visit to 202 Squadron
(Search & Rescue)
R.A.F. Lossiemouth

hv
gualified Ambulanceman I.C. Donald,
Flain Station

It was a bitterly cold snowy morning last spring
when John Quinney and | visited 202 Squadron
Search & Rescue at R.A. F. Lossiemouth to spend
the day with a helicopter crew. We both hoped we
would be lucky enough to witness a rescue in
operation.

Our fliaht coincided with  that nf Steve
Horrocks a film cameraman with Gramnian
Television, whose purpose was to him some
action shots of the crew during their trajnina
fight. The footage taken was to be used in the
evening news programme warning the public of
the treacherniis conditions evistina on the
mountains during winter, and to profile the work
of the S.A.R. crews. The subject was highly
topical as only recently, over the space of eleven
days, ten peopole had been killed in separate
incidents.

Before entering the craft we were given an in
depth safety talk and shown the location of emer-
gency equipment. It was noticeable that safety is
taken very seriously by the crews; there are
constant checks to ensure that all on board are
securely strapped in and equipment is secured.

The plan for the morning was to fly overland to
allow the pilots to practise flying by instruments
only. This method of flying is used when visibility
Is poor and the pilot does not have the beneft of
seeing his surroundings. A radar assisted
approach to a neighbouring airfield was made
following signals transmitted from fixed radio
beacons, after which the pilots tested their
ability to recover control of the craft following
simulated loss of hydraulics and engine failure.
This effect was created by use of an onboard
computer. Although we were told that it was
highly unlikely that such an incident would
occur, it was reassuring to witness the manner
In which the pilots handled the helicopter during

the simulations and their speedy response to
each fault.

On boarding the helicopter we were informed
that there would be some winch practise. Steve

Rescue No0.202 for

A SEA KING helicopter from
202 Squadron at RAF Lossie-
mouth vesterdav chalked up
this vear's 202nd rescue when it
went to the aid of an injured
youngster in the Cairngorms.

The 15-year-old, who has a
broken ankle, was picked uo
from the north shores of Loch
Ericht and flown to Raigmore
Hospital Inverness.

his h?s been the busiest
year yet for the Lossiemou]

0 ALASTAIR BISSET

167 mercy missions in Northern
Scotland.

Yesterday's landmark call
came after police at Aviemore
alerted the recee,
about the Loch Ericht inci-
dent.

The Sea King touched down
at Kingussie on its way to Loch
Ericht to pick up four members
of the local mountain rescue

Sea Kings.
Last year, they carried out

was expecting this as it would help him obtain
better shots. John settled down in the aft end™
happily watching all that was going on around
him; | was happily up front quizzing the pilots
abolit the various manoeuvres and the dials and
gauges when | heard our winchman call John
forward. | turned round to see John sittingon the
floor with his feet hanging out of the sliding door
and him hooked up to the winch. John stepped
boldly into fresh air and | was called forward to

take my turn. As if in a trance | found m¥self
sitting with my feet dangling over the side of the

helicopter. readv ta fallow Inhn'e _example.

Words fail me when it comes to describing the
shock | felt in dangling from a length of wire
beneath a helicopter on a cold and snowy Sun-
dav mornina. Havina experienced beina winched
~ . and harl intn the helicopter safelv and
surprisinaly not feeina in any real danaer, 1
would jump at the chance of having another go!
Morning objectives completed the crew returned
to base for lunch and to await any call outs.

After lunch we were shown round the opera-
tions room and all the various maps and charts
were explained to us. The crew used the time to
strip down and check the equipment on a hell-
copter which was beina serviced.
them at work made us aﬁpreciative f the many
people involved behind the scenes who contrib-

ute to the smooth running of the operation.

In late afternoon we flew over water to practise
target location. Some fifteen minutes into our
flight the winchman spotted what appeared to be
hydraulic fluid on a window and reported this to
the pilots. Althouah the gauges indicated no
signs of a problem, the pilot decided to return to
base for checks. There appeared to be no signin-
cant problems and the helicopter was once again

declared fully operational. We however had to
end our visit as darkness was beginning to fall

and regulations stipulate that only those holding
a current survival certificate can fly over water
during the hours of darkness.

Although we did not witness a rescue, we had

an interesting and very enjoyable visit and we
were made very welcome by all concerned.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank
all at 202 Squadron, Search & Rescue, R.A.F.
Lossiemouth for allowing us to visit them and for
the hospitality extended. We both had a memo-
rable day!

| also acknowledge the time and effort spent by
D.A.O. Mr Gerry Egan in arranging the visit.

am. .
The helicopter crew on the

Ohservina

mission were pilots Flight Lieu-
tenant lan Campbell and FILt
Pete Bell, radar operator Ser-
npnnrf*lnm Chapman, and
-1 - - Sat Dave
AITkPn

Meanwhile, a coastguard
helicopter crew, who launched
a daring Christmas Day rescue
in a Force 10 gale off Shetland,
have been rewarded for their
braverv.

Thefour.man crew from
Bristow Helicopters, based at
Sumburah, snatched 11 men

to safetv as the
Danish tug Maersk Tackler
floundered in huae seas iust
150yd from rocks.

Lndrivina rain and winds
austina to Force 12. Captain
Navid Miller hovered overhead
while his tparB N Dave
Gribben. Taylor and
Mr Freddy Manson, ~winched
up the ship's crew one by one.

INPNYY éﬁ { men are to
receive the Chief Coastguard's
Commendation spbecial

Aninrd tar

Chief coastguard Cdr Derek
Ancona was due in the isles last

night to present the awards at
ceremony :-- - - Shetland
Hotel, Lerwick.

The tug's master, Capt John
Philbert, said at the time that
the helicopter crew had done a
"tremendous, fantastic job" for
\A/h&np thev "deserved a
medal”.

The tug lost all power when
she was swamped by a rogue
wave n Skerries.
miles south east of Lerwick at

lunchtime. She was later towed
to safety off Whalsay by a sister

ship, the Maersk Logger.

202 Squadron

« Lossiemouth Sea King helicopter winchman Dave Aitken prepares to help yesterday's
young casualty from the aircraft, at Raigmore Hospital, Inverness.



SUMMARY FOR NOVEMBER 91

03 Scrambled to lift woman with injured leg from

GlenCoe to Belford Hospital.
GEAR POLLOCK LITTLE TRETHEWEY

09 Scrambled to medevac male patient with head
injuries from Wick to Aberdeen Royal Infirmary.
WILLSON PRINCE LITTLE TRETHEWEY

14 Tasked to deliver water Eump to FV 'Unity’
taking on water 70 NM NE of Lossiemouth.
CAMPBELL. GEAR HOLMES AITKEN

15 Scrambled to medavac sceptic shock vicitm from

Wick to Aberdeen Royal Infirmary.
WILLSON PRINCE CHAPMAN BONTHRONE

16 Called on CH 53 to lift exhausted Kinloss MRT
DERRSI%RAI AR HRRR)

"1 Scrambled to deliver pump {5 Fv 'Sunbeam'

toking 88 VIR R Erasgshuran.

22 Scrambled to assist a FV on fire but recalled

after 20 minutes.
HODGSON GEAR LITTLE AITKEN

Scrambled to deliver poump to FV 'Glenmore’  {akinn
water NE of Aberdeen. Remained nn scene nintil lifehnat

arrived
HODGSON WILLSON LITTLE BONTHRONE

25 Tasked to lift Officer Cadet with broken ankle from

West Hihalands to Raiamaore.
GEAR PRINCE HOLMES AITKEN

27 Scrambled to search for overdue FV with 2 POB.

Stood down after person located.
GEAR POLLOCK HOLMES AITKEN

28 Medevac mother and baby from Fort William to
Raigmore Hospital.
CAMPBELL WILLSON LARKE BONTHRONE

2N Tasked to medrescue RTA victim on West coast to

Raigmore Hospital.
PRINCE WILLSON LARKE TRETHEWEY

DISTRESS flares were sent up

oy erinsesariey - Speedboat towed in

The bDat.withfFlvggh?ggrj‘ug{‘ failed and the boat had to be

board, got into di

off the coast at Findochty, near
Buckie, after suffering engine
trouble.

The flares were spotted by

people on the shore and a Sea

ING nniinnmbar fonnn AE
Lossiemouth was scramble?to
investigate the incident.

Buckie lifeboat and the har-
bour master from Findochty in
his boat escorted the speedboat
back to the harbour after it

managed to restart the engine.
However, the engine again

towed in by a fishing boat.

Men airlifted from

storm-hit

A COASTER with a damaged gearbox, which
has been anchored for a week in Lochmaddy Bay
awaiting a tug to tow her for repairs, broke her
anchorchain in last night's storm and ran
aground on an islet in the bay.

All three crew of the Isle of Man-registered
Sea Light were airlifted to Lochmaddy Pier car
park by the Stornoway Coastguard helicopter.

Only an hour before she ran aground, the
Greenock tug, Flying Phantom, had arrived at

seshmaddrandbenhed at e piecuntidhe
back to Greenock for repairs.
"The weather was so bad last night that any
ﬂltem[at to start tge tow would have been too
azardous, sai ort manager Mr .
Robertson. P g Visdean
He added: "It is a pity that when the tug

coaster

arrived, the anchor chain should have given out
and they were blown up on the island.

Last night, from the Lochmaddy Hotel, where
the crew of the Sea Light were spending the
night, the master said: "I can tell you all the crew
are safe, but | am not prepared to make any
other comment.

is understood i Ly
owners. Glenlight Shippi qmanx) Ctd, will
arrive at Lochmaddy to assess the damage to the
Sea Light later today.

Meanwhile, the two-man crew of a 30ft open
boat reportedoverdue on a passage from Kyle to
Gairloch were rescued.

An RAF helicopter from Lossiemouth joined
the hunt, along with a Coastguard aircraft and
Portree liteboa , but distress flares were spotted
and the boat located.

Copter saves 6 - Page 13



District chi

Children

MO il
called on to ng deep in
their pockets for charity as
the BBC's annual Children
In Need appeal rolls round
again today.

Throughout the area, peo-
pie have been hatching scores
of wavs to make this vear's
appeal one to remember.

RAF Lossienmouth  gre
hoping to reach for the skies
in the cash stakes tomorrow
« a:_1-~ Sea King helicopter
crow \wi T\/ star Mark
MMl fiv

known as the detective Tagg-
art - and Scottish rugby cap-
tain David Sole to'various
schools in the area.

The two stars will touch
down at Nairn Academy, For-
res Academy and Elgin Acad-,
emy, after which David Sole
is expected to leave the trip.

The helicopter will then
take Mark to Kinloss Primary
School. Elain quh School.
| ncciemanth  High,  Keith
Grammar School and Keith
Primary School.

At each 10-minute drop the
crew will collect cash and
hand rugby footballs
signed by the Scottish cap-
tain, and pictures of Mark.

They will then make their
way to Aberdeen Royal Infir-
mary and the BBC studios in
Aberdeen where winchman
Dave Aitken will drop onto
the roof.

Two members of service
personnel from the air base
are also believed to have
broken the record distance for
a "jail-break™ attempt when

they New a 16,000 mile round
trip to the Falklands.

Sergeant Furness
made  the trip dressed ac
Puidsey Bear and was accom-

Senior Aircrafts-
woman Caroline Anderson.

Finhtmaore personnel are
attempting to climb the height
of Mount Everest - 29.028
feet —in 24 hours. i

The marathonstarted at
3pm Yyesterday, and the
clumbers,  sponsored  bv
Caimaorm Climbing Rope,
will have to tackle a 30-foot
climbing wall 4 the RAF
base a fotal of 968 times.

Elsewhere, Kgith ~anm
unity Centre is to be the
venue for a sponsored hockey
toniaht. when
eight teams - four of them
from Keith Grammar School
- will be trying to raise as
much money as possible.

And shop assistants at
Main's bakers in Hopeman
are planning to get up in fancy
dress garb for the day.

Last niﬁht, students from
Moray College were planning
to carry out a daring kidnap
raid on a celebrity at Elgin
Town Hall and take him to
Elain Community Centre's
Greyfriars Club

The leisure complex at the
Eight Acres hotel is to be the
venue for a 24-hour spon-
sored racket ball marathon to
be played by complex man-
ager CnlinPritchard ..
senior supervisor Rob Camp-
bell.

The marathon will start at
3pm on Sunday, and the two
men are hoping to be able to

[SIPNPN
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ransom as Moray empties its pockets for Children in Need

INS 1IN for

INn Nleen

take a 1U-minute break every

Meanwhile, tcam nf
Moray,horses will be doing
their bit to raise money in a
race tonight.

It will be "neiah" bother
for the mounts in question,
which are hobby horses made
Fiofraatlbisrsvoman Mrs

However. a fair amount of
hravinn ic exnected  £Awthe
"riders" are to be a group of
councillors.

Fiona. who runs Carousel
Hobby Horses from her home
at 26 Maxwell Street, sold

hand-crafted
hobby horses to the Northern
Racing School in Doncaster
+-~ beginning
month
In a preview for Children In
Need, tlie horses were used in

sponsored 50 between
stable lads at Sedgefield race
course last Tuesday.

Tonight, the horses will star
in arace to be held at at Radio
Cleveland's offices in Midd-
lesborough. Local councillors
will be the jockeys, and it is
hoped that the event will be
televised.

On TV, Hazel Irvine and
Paul Coia will host an evening
of entertainment from BBC
Scotland's studios in Glas-
anw. While TV-AM's Lorr-
aine Kellv is to assemble a
team of celebrities at Heriot's
FP. Rugby Club in Edinburgh.

In Aberdeen, presenters
Jane Franchi and Bill Torr-

-------- L~ co-ordinating
coverage, While Fiona Ken-
nedy will be in Dundee.

At the BBC studios in Lon-
don. reaular hosts Terry
Wogan and Sue Cook will be
ioined by action airl Anneka
Rice for the evening's events,

and ngalaxv v ~tare aen
expected fo turn up
nckalaunched a "ge
knlﬁmgg appeal rﬁn Scotlandt
and called on the country to
produce at least 3,000 jump-
ers to be passed on to needy
children.
The BBC's radio network
is also playing its part, and
throuahout the day fund-

raising schemes and games
will be held throughout the

countrv.

Last year Children In Need
raised £20.9 million, 10 per
cent of which was distributed
in 603 separate arants 1~
Scotland.

A number of organisations

n Moray, including Women's
Aid and the Rainbow Devel
opmental Group, received
grants this year as a result of

last year's appeal.

Chopper
men in

charity
surprise

Dropping in on Elgin Academy,

TVs Taggart, Mark McManus, reccives money for Children in Noed from Hamilton Drive pupil Greig

otheringham (second left). Scottish rugby captain David Sole hands a signed Scotland rugby jersey for the academy to auction to senio
upil Andrew Scott (third left). Second-year pupils Joni Mackay (second right) and Morag Wilson (far right) hold the cheque for £200 tha
was presented to David Sole. Also pictured, back row, left to right: Pudsey Bear, Fit Sgt David Aitken, Sgt Steve Larke and Elgin Academy

rector Mr Norman Strachan.

RAF Lossiemouth's search-and-rescue helicopter flight found
itself in a new role yesterday - giving thanks instead of receiving
them.

Its life-saving exploits have been praised from all quarters. But

yesterday, the rescue heroes said a big thank-you to people in the
North and North-east for their support of the station's efforts for

Children in Need.
Millions of TV viewers saw the station's £13,000 cheque being

handed over on Friday night.
However, the final total looks like being nearer £14,000

appeal.

of the biggést single donations from Grampian for the nationwide™ "

NS Photo,

"It is absolutely incredible," said winchman Dave Aitken. *We
were expecting to collect about £3,000, but the response was
absolutely fantastic.

Air and ground crew of the search-and-rescue flight joined
forces with the station's physical-education flight for a variety of
fund-raisina stunts from a -sponsored "jailbreak" to the

Falklands, to dropping in by helicopter on schools and hospitals
from AIness to  Iherdean with artar Mark MeManiie - T\/*e

Taqqart and Scotland ruaby captain David Sale
'hey also climbed the equivalent of Everest twice on the base's

gymnasium climbing wall.

"The whole thing was an unauahfed success - thanks to
people’s generosity,” said Dav



Flie

CASH donations to the BBC's
Children In Need appeal were
put on hold for a short time
vesterdav when an RAF
cossiemouth heliconter had to
divert to an offshore emer-
gency.
The 202 Sqn Search and Res-
A
cel@@ﬁ!&“%’ﬁ’% (\jAmh E’Zg
W%Fnk's”&%twscsﬁﬂ e

throuahout tha Ninrth gnd
North-east.

They were on their way to
hand the money over, courtesy

_winchman Fit Sat Dave
Aitken, when they receive

rs hel

call at about 3pm that
Buckie-registered fise n; Thp
Kilvarock was on fire
north-east of Buckie.

Buckie lifeboat h;%H b
launched, but the fire, thoug
to be caused by the aypayst
overheatlng was quickly ex?
guished by the four-man crew
and nelther the lifeboat nor the
helicopter was needed.

Yet more drama was to come
for the RAF crew as the down-

drauaht from the gnters
rotors threatened to lift a mar-

Beectflk &GE.LT‘
Aberdee” as the winchina
took place.

\/4#

« Scottish ru?by captain David Sole accepts a che(w]e for

£200 from E

gin Academy pupils Joni Mackay and

orag

Wilson, as part of the Children in Need appeal. Also
pictured are, from left. actor Mark McManus, Hamilton
Drive School pupil Greg Fotheringham, academy pupil

Around 30 people " hung on
to the tent for dear life" said a
BBC spokesman

He said entertainer Robbie
Shepherd got the event off to a
bright start. His hat took off
when it was caught by the wind
from the copter.

Mark McManus - TV star

%awg tgﬂ?é aegatls ruguy

captain _had hoan ~___

ported around the
schools and hospitals by the

hellcopter
cre&/v stopped off at

ﬂgﬂﬂ:heque to collect
breath, Mark 35 USPE?,J?\,(

p children

where we go there has been a

nONS it's some-
hit you ]ust geng every year

Then ~ . tg Forres Aca-
demy where pupils dug deep to
boost the charity.

The school turned out
{?lrce Iol hgncti over donations to

e celebrities

n ir
flying visit throug:]Hlf{/'I'orgyt oer
the nationwide appeal.

Other stop-offs included Al-

oron Bige prifingvaliand
Raigmore Hog ital, Lossie-
maiith and |g|n H|gh

Schools.
Personnel at Lossiemouth air

Andrew Scott — with rugby gear presented by Mr Sole —
and academy rector Mr Norman Strachan. Behind them
are Pudsey Bear and two of the helicopter crew from 202

Sqgn, Steve Larke and Dave Aitken.

ﬂmtl'o Snsand frc?m nearby

raised nnav hy

agujvalent nf

b
Mounl Everest three RS 4

riiniic
take nn

teacher
roles

BANFF: Academy niinile

briefly became teachers yester-
day as part of their fund-raising
efforts for el ildren In Need.
They handed over cash to
take teacher's place in class and
conduct lessons - fiva

Other novelty events which
helped raise £1,322 for the day
included five-a-side football, a
greasy-pole challenge, a karate

demonstration, tossing sponges
at volunteer teachers and class-
ranm enllactinne

Highlight of the day was the
arrival bvRAF helicobter of
Taggart, otherwise T\’ star
Mark McManus, with Pudsey
the Bear. He was given a big
welcome by hundreds of pupils
and staff and duly "sold" auto-
graphs.

The academv will also be

Anmtinnina latar aScottish

signed by team captaiﬁ David
Sole.

Children In Noed - A well-
attended disco last Friday raised

£ISO for Children In Need. There
will be a further collection

helicopter \ Jill_bring. Mark
McManus( ias Taggal 9[) and
Diidecav Raar tn wnlift tha rnntri_

butions.

CHILDAE

INI

NFFD

Scaling new heights were this group at RAF Lossiemouth who between them, in a 24-hour
cffort, climbed the equivalent of more than twice the height of Mount Everest on the
The t f 202 Squad d Ph {
g Y At e S O Y b0 e R Pl R oo quadron and Physical
~-. ~ amascot. The money raised went into the Station's ChildrePA5i868 kftgrsey
currently standing at over £13,000, with more still to come in.



SUMMARY FOR DECEMBER 91

17 Tasked to search for mentally unstable man in
SR A Fhan Soumone DY around partv

17 Scrambled to Bristow 561 calling Mayday SONM
Aircraft reached land cafalv
'éEABfL%%qQE&BMAN BONTHRONE

2 Medevar castaltv from Wick to Raiomore.
RINCE WILLSON LITTLE AITKEN

18 Scrambled to Russian FV with 51 PIB. ~ Transferred
10 casualties to Ballykelly and 6 to Crosshouse

Hnenital Irnvinea
BELL HODGSON LARKE TRETHEWEY

21 Lifted man with badly broken leg from Ocean
Tug Husky and casualty with broken leg from rig

Q \{ DV102.
WILLSON PRINCE HOLMES ATTKEN

23 Tasked to cover damaged British Airways ATP but

AUl B0dsH AR kewey

24 Scrambled to medevac elderly lady from Wick to
Raiamore.
BELL CAMPBELL CHAPMAN AIRKEN

Coast cliff faller at Stonehaven and, on arrival,
g%bulanceman had also fallen and damaged his back.

Both casualties taken to Aberdeen Royal Infirmary.
ANDERSON PRINCE HOLMES TRETHEWEY

29 Medevac 68 yr old woman with sprained ankle from

Cairnaorms to Raiamore.
ANDERSON PRINCE HOLMES TRETHEWEY

31 Diverted from training to red flare sighting
RRBECSRREN ock o MES A TKEN

Re<acrilers

praise
stranded

walker

AN EDINBURGH school-
teacher, Lost in the rwsﬁ near

Europe's highest waterfall, was
for day praised t. rescuers
_atavina nut And nat

panicking.

Mzacarnline Walker (30),
originally from the Manchester
went hill-walking with

four friends from Easter Ross
on Saturday to view Eas-Coul-

00K waterfall
above Lom%gncoul‘l}’n West
Sutherland.

As the five were returning to
their cars, parked off the a 894
Kileckn-Inchnadamph yn5q
Ms Walker was in the rear.

In the gathering mist. she
became digorientat%ﬂksatfork
in the path and began walking
back the way she had come.

The others raised the alarm
when she failed to show up as
darkness fell.

Assynt mountain rescue team
traced her, safe and well, in less
than three hours.

A police spokesman said:
"She did the right thing when
sherealised she was lost.
Instead of getting into a panic,
stumbling off and perhaps in-

iirina_herself or worse
stayetppul ani wa?ted for some-

one to find her. She was warm
because she was well equip-
ned."

At the same time, another
emergency had rescue services

on the move just 10 miles to the
north.

Fish-farm worker Mr John
Macarlane (R0 Park Terrace
Scourie, was airlifted to Raig-
head injuries after a road acci-
dent

His pick-up truck left the

AB94 about two rr'11'l s from
. An RAF helicopter

was called out to avoid a two-
mountainous roads.

Mr Macarlane is married
His condition is understood

ORI
thought.

Four die as 'horrendous’
seas smash Soviet ship

FOUR Soviet sailors - includ-
ing a 20-year-old woman

died after a huge wave smashed
into their ship in "horrendous"

early yesterday,

The pilot of an RAF Lossie-
mouth helicopter, which was

nnnnn It minhe

spoke of the battle to lower a
winchman on to the ship in a
bid to lift shipmates to safety.

Flight Lieutenant Pete Bell
Aacarihad e
atrocious and told how the bow
of the 1,900-tonne factory ship
Kartli was thrown up GOft con-

'rinurxllv e s~ Mountainous
swell.

Helicopters picked 10
people in the hazardniis mis
sion. which lasted almost six

PSS

Among those rescued were
the ship’s master and her chief

officer. both iniured. and two
Linitiniend inmaan Araa ~nnek
guards said.

Two people died when the
wave smashed into the vessel's

in the water. One person, who
had been Blown to hospital in

Londonderry, later died.
The alarm was raised by the

D KAY DRUMMOND

Rritish tanker Drupa. which
weathernff the West Coast spotted re

istress signals at
4.25am.

QivRAF and Royal Navy
helicopters were scrambled and
a "spy-in-the-sky" RAF Nim-
rod was sent up as a flying
AAmman, A nAact and ~ammin ina
tions centre.

_The Islaylifnhr\'ﬂu:f\c.t.-r\nf
with the Royal Fleet Auxiliary
tanker. Olna. and Roval Navy
Auxiliary tug the Roisterer.

scuers nlannel \V}
uns:rawj%reéJ crewmen to%ﬁe CiV{I:|-
ian tanker, which was lying half
a mile from the stricken ship.
but they were flown instead to
the civilian-crewed Olna as it
hada heli-deck medical

farilitiee and a  Russian-
speaking crewman.

Thel nssiemouth crew
which was based at Prestwick
nnnnnn timmal Auitine fav Hh
Royal Navy, was scrambled just
before 4.30am.

"We were on our way to the
shipwhen we heard that the
Russians had tried to abandon
ship, so we were then on the

Turn to Page 2

« Fit Lt Pete Bell

..'bow throw up 60ft'

SaT WANKOWSKI
AIR HISTORICAL BEANeL

RAF BENTU PRIORY

STANMeRE
MIDDLeSEr

HA 7 3HH »

Rodies of two dead

still aboard Kartli

From Page 1
lookout for the dinehies." Fit
Lt Bell said.

The crew picked up one sur-
vivinr aahn mine alann in - lifa
raft before reaching
ctrinkan vacecal

“The high winds gave us a bit
of a problem as there was a lot
of turbulence and the helicopter
was shaking quite badlv." he
said.

"However, the main trouble

cause the ship's engine had
failad it wae hnanhina ahant ilka
a cork in the sea and we had a
terrible time trvina to aet the
winchman on board.

rising Mpaue AbE LR S e
seconds and. in dar,kEess.
proved to be very tricky.”

I+ tAnl, ANMINuUtes fAv
winchman Flight Sergeant Paul
Trethewey to board the Kartli.

The crew then concentrated on
reaching the injured and lifted
eight people to safety.

A Nawv heliconter fram
Prestwick continued the mis-
sion while eight casualties were
flown to Altnadelvin Hospital.
in Londonderry. Northern Ire-
land.

During the mission, helicop-
ters plucked 29 crewmen +A
safety and landed them aboard
the Olna.

Ten were rescued and flown
to Londonderry.

Shortlv hefore 9am. 4~
Lossiemouth crew, on its return

) - Northern
Ireland, picked up six survivors
driftina in one of the shin's
dinghies.

"They were the last six to be
rescued and were in a pretty
bad state," said Fit Lt Bell
"Thev were suffering
badlv from hvpothermia



'My heart thanks them' says survivor as rescue crews save 47

The battered factory ship Kartli adrift south of Islay yesterday

Four die as
massive wave
engulfs ship

FOUR Soviet sailors, includ-
ing a 20-year-old woman, died
yesterday after a huge wave
smashed into their ship off the
west coast of Scotland.

A danaeroiis and comnlex
six-hour air-sea rescue in the
Atlantic swung into operation
ennn after tha 1.900-ton
Klondyke factory ship Kartli
was engulfed by the 40ft wave
carly yesterday.

In motintainols seas. six
helicopters, surface vescels
and an RAF Nimrod rescued
48 crew members as the sea
tossed the Kartli out of con-
trol south of Islay. One of the
rescued died in a Londonderry
hosnital

Six survivors were pulled to
safetv after spending five
hours in two liferaits and were
taken to Crosshouse Hospital
i Kilmarnock They were
recoverina from hvoothermia
and were expected to be dis-
charged within 24 hours.

One of the rescued crew-
men, Teodosil Stefanov, 54, a
Bulgarian technician, wept as
he told of what sounded like a
bomb goins off as he slept.

Ac tha pcrow wwimitadf.o
horrendousweather ite
shattered decks he said he lied

to them that help was on the
way, even though he did not
know that it was "Maybe God
helped us first." Mr Stefanov
said. "But then the pilots and

By Denny Macgee

the captain of a nearby tanker
helned 11s Mv heart thanks
them."

The Kartli'e captain,
Vladimir Gavduk. 60. was ini-
tially admitted to Crosshouse
with multiole ininriec than

An injured seaman arrives at
HMS Gannet, Prestwick

transferred to Glasgow Royal
Infirmary where last night his
condition was descrihed ae
stable. . .

Last night the Kartli was
drifting without power about
flve miles south-east of Islay
and Clvde coastguard
nected its likely course to be
between Islav and Jura and
thal/int i~ Deninsula.
Royal Naval auxiliary tug, the
Roisterer. was heading
towards the vessel. An attempt

to secure a line will probably
be made today, weather per-
mittine
Clyde coastguard said that
although the Kartli was takin
in water, it was in no immedi
ate danger of smklng
A that
without Ilghts and at mght the
vessel was a danger to ship-
gmg However, warnings were
eing broadcast to vessels in
shipping lanes between
Scotland A Northern Ire-
land to keep a lookout for it.
The bodies of two of those
who died were found in the
Kartli's wheelhouse, whirh
was turned into a mass ~f
tangled and twisted metal by
tha farcanf thawava that
appeared to hit the 25-year-
| Soviet-registered vessel
fead-on as it fried to ride out
the storm 15 miles west of
lela
The Kartli's electrical and
navigational svstems
swamped by the wave, Which
completely disabled it, leaving
it at the mercy of the ele-

Rescuers found the body of
the woman, one of three in the
w in the wataer The
fourth victim died in hospital
in Londonderry where he had
been flown for emernencv

treatment.
The alert began shortly after

4am vesterday when the

STEPHEN MANSFIELD

llena Finogenova, 31, one of three womea crew, is helped from a rescue helicopter a Crosshouse hospital, Kilmarnock, after being plucked from the sea

tanker Drupa spotted red dis-
tress flares off Islay and noti-
fied the coastguard.
Immediately a big air-sea
rescue operation began, with
heliconter  crews  hattlina
against horrendous weather.
Twn RAF Wessex
helicopters from Aldergrove
in Belfast were first on the
seene However, the
hazardous task of winching
tha ciirvivare tn safetv .
weather which experienced
staff described as the worst in
20 years, was left to the crews
of twa Sea King helicopters
from HMS Gannet at Prest-
wick and RAF Lossiemouth.

The Lossiemouth Sea King,
which had been stationed at
Prestwick overnight, picked
up the first batch of ten sur-
vivors, among them the most
seriouslv iniured. and ferried
them to Altnagelvin Hospital
in Londonderry.

The two aircraft then ran a
series of rescue missions. pick-

from the
Karth S deck and from two
liferafts which the crew in
their panic, had launched even
although the vessel was in no
danger of sinking.

Aw DACNImrod  from
Kinloss flew over the scene,
co-ordinating the rescue.

A vital factor in the success
of the operation, however, was
the presence of the Royal fleet
auxiliarv vessel Olna which
was in the area at the time.
After  heinn alerted. i+
manoeuvred jntn sheltered

-~ enahle s~ own
helicopters to take off and join
the search.

As well as beina within a
relativelv short flvina time
from the rescue scene, allow-
ing the Sea Kings to land on
the helideck and deliver the
survivors, the refuelling facili-
ties on board the Olna, which
saw service during the Gulf
war  meant that the

helicopters involved in  tha
winchina operations were able
tnrefuel at sea. This gave
them a far quicker turn-round
and allowed them to resume
faster than would be the case
for a land-based operation.
In total, 32 survivors were
airlifted on to the Olna, which
equipped with _medical
equipment and has a Russian-
speaking crew member. They
were later airlifted to HMS
Gannet in Prestwick, where
arrangements had been made
to accommodate them.
Apart from the man who
died at Altnagelvin Hospital
in Londonderry, nine were

treated for hypothermia, then
released and spent the night in

a hote| in Londond
COI c!e Coastguar?j said last

niaht that the rescue. which
had been conducted in excep-
tionally dangerous conditions,
had gone smoothly

One rescuer described the
reaction of the survivors to
their ordeal as mixed. "One
man cried from the time he
got picked up till the time he
was put on the Olna.

"Others gave the thumbs up
and sat down and stared into

sppewe. Sofe were very
Wave "hit like bomb'. Page 3



Gilant wave hit ship |

A SURVIVOR from the
Kartli yesterday gave an emo-
tronal and moving account of
the terror-struck moments
carlv yesterday when tha
giant wave engulfed the ship.

Teodosil Stefanov, the only
Bulgarian the schin's
Russian company, and onc of
two English speakers. tnld
reoolréers: "l did, hot believe |
would survive.

Mr Stefanov, 54, a ship
technician. ~ often weenpjna.
said thatthe weather had

heen badwhen he heard a
sound like a bomb.

Speaking in a strong voice
but bitina back tears and
often stopping to regain con-
tral 0

., emotions.
Stefanov said: "I got up and
went corridor to the

bridge and saw a big flood of
water which rushed over and
hit me and | fell down. | was
undressed."

He was one of 32 survivors,
plus the ship's cat, who were
winchedfram thastricken
ship by Royal Navy Sea King
helicopter to cafat ahoard
tha Royal Fleet Auxiliary
vessel Olna.

The 22 . _ \were 1in-
iniured. were then taken bv
helicopter to HMS Gannet,

The rescue operation

was prettv hiah in
danger factor because

of the violent motion
of the ship
Lt Vic Gover

wheara -- . were
made to place them in hotels
for the niaht

Nabodv ~niild tallhim
what had happened. There
was a "bia panic" because
no-one except the people on
Ric brid K?aosawon on

aoina on.
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Teodosil Stefanov: "I got up and went to a corridor to the
bridge and saw a big flood of water which hit me™*

Eery voyage round
a stricken vessel

Eric McKenzie

reports on sighting
the Kartli from the air

nius siv? ~--- With the full horror of
ISBl Al What_had happened
being revealed
-UPa
___ BELOW . _ the cIj]ewless
vessel rolfed cerily in‘heavy

Lwoduuan teala i+ S€as off Islay. ‘
There was not another ship

in sight as | flew over the
<oy, Stricken Kartli with our photo-

on ta Sit Can caner. AH@%MAQQﬁfborAztec

took off in gale force winds
from Glasgow Airport shortly

osnov 01 1xau

1010

yaunquipa

area of the Atlantic, proved
fruitless.

Just as we were beginning to
accent that she  micthave
sunk, the pilot received a new
position and, sure enough, we

Kartli i
helplessly buf_feteg by \,Efﬁ,'gg
B Sh LSRR

ern tip of
Islay.
The  1,900-t0n  \nceal

obviously had been drifting in
a south-easterly direction. She
had a noticeable list to port.
Several low-level runs by
Nurnlane Ayar tha Kartli
revealed the full horror ¢
what had happened. About
two-thirds of the wheelhouse,
positioned some 15f above
‘void b pousisap 7718 v



Friday, December 27, 1991

Cliff-fall OAP and 'rescuer’

A PFNSIONFR and a 1l
ancemen were plucked o cllf'fs at
Stonehaven today in a double
dawn rescue.

RAF I neciemniith ragere
heliconter was crramhlod s
5.30am after an elderlv man was

I IRRY
DUNN

The pensioner James Christie
(76) (‘Ilfmn Road. Aberdeen. had

Iaioiel earlv-marnina
walk when he is thouaht to have
lnst his footina

nnnnld Aailvi
down the cllffs badl
suffering from hypothermia.

But when the Sea King reached
the scene about 300 yards south of

harman Ay
{35) ahouit 100ft
ruised and

casualtie:

the harhour there were two

Ina b|d to reach the rockv ledae
ambulanceman Alan Niiff had
slinned and fallen.

Bonthrone descri

hours before a passer-by heard hls
cries for heln

Halirnntar g\”

saved

"It was an awkward iob be-
cause the moss-covered rock was
slippery and it was very dark.

The iniured pair were airlifted
Aherdean Roval Infirmarv
where Mr Christie was detained
for treatment far a hack initrv

NMr Duff Dnr-lzﬁold Pnad

%tonehaven tr“\r (] s thouaht to
ave neck and pelvie ln]urles was

later discharaed.

Ambulanceman airlifted to hospital with pensioner after rescue attempt

Cliff resctie bhid

tlirne Intn
dotihle drama

STONEHAVEN 1l-
anceman recounted a% b1
dawn drama yesterday after he
was injured in a cliff-face res-

c1iemission near Stonehaven
harbour.

Mr Alan Duff. 88 Brickfield
Road, was airlifted n RAF
Lossiémouth rescue Helicopter
to Aberdeen Royal Infirmary,
with the man he helped save,
Aberdeen pensioner Mr James
Christie (76), Clifton Road.

Slipped

Mr Christie was found badly
hriead +sufferin fmm
hvpothermia, at aroun
100ft down the cliffs. When hls
cries for help were heard by

....... v Donald

Ogllwe (35)

But when the Sea King heli-
copter arrived there were two

- winched to
safety, after Mr Duf%milpped
on e r_?cgs and iniured
bac hile bringing a stretc i
frnm the amhulance

fust sllpped it was quite
simple,” he said
His injuries meant a second
ambulance crew had tn he

« KATHERINE PACITTI

deen to
b{iptlnuergalrrg\rfwrgdrr]: worl Eng with

him.
Mr Duff was released from
hosnital vesterdav and
é]h_rpstie's . an Mr
scribed last hiyht ac eatic-
factorv
At home. Mr Duff was
hiloso;%icaq yesterday
is iniurie: althouqh
bruised back means he may be
forced to spend much his

iy a63 Tast e Bt 'thede thind

— it's all part of the job "
NrDuff

"Ha did a aood iob. Nn
robably saved the

nromot

man'e lifa
action," he said

"Mr Christie was very lucky
that Mr Ogilvie heard his cries

B i
ey called us." he

Mr Ogilvie said: "I was walk-
ing down to look at a boat | was
WOrking. 51 ppard hic
crles for helg | didn't hesitate
- I'went straight to the police
and reported it.

Pains
Together with a constable,
he cnaarchad tha -

cliffs and found I\IIrChI’IStIe
ina A~

............ e
ambulanceman for 1 7 years, shoulder. o

. _ Peter- He was complaining of bad
head station six years ago pains on his left shoulder, the

Praised
" was supposed to be on

ack of his neck and down his
back He said he had been
lying there since half past one

holiday but we are always on 'Ehe morning, said Mr
uite Innlinn  OIVIE
forward to belng off," he said. *We did the best we could to

é:\ Milne
pralse Mr OGI|VI8fnr his
nlrnmnractlon in raisina the
alarm.

At himn ~nmfariahin ekl taa
ambulance arrived I took off

~lo~+ and
wrapped n round h|m

« Stonehavan man Mr Donald Ogilvie, who raised the
alarm after he heard cries for help from the cliffs.



SUMMARY FOR JANUARY 1992

n1  Precautionarv launch to Sumburah to assist in

Shetland Rasin nneratinns NAR.
ANDERSON POLLOCK HOLMES ATTKEN

N2 Seramhled tn ininired <ailar with len and head

iniuries 160NM E of Lossiemouth to A.R.I.
GEAR POLLOCK BODIAM AITKEN

03 Tasked to transfer elderlv ladv with thoracic

embolism from Raiomore tn Fdinhiirnh
WILLSON PRINCE LARKE TRETHEWEY

nR Medevac an asphyxiated premature baby from

Wick to Raiamore Hospital.
PRINCE HODGSON LARKE. BRAGG

10 Tasked to search for 27 vr old enilentic man
at Sutors Gap. Casualtv found and taken to

Rainmare Hoshital.
CAMPBELL HODGSON LARKE BRAGG

11 Tasked to transfer man with chest iniuries

from ria support vessel to Aberdeen airoort.
CAMPBELL HODGSON LARKE BRAGG

14 Scrambled to search for man overboard off
Ducansby Head. Nothina found after search.
GEAR DIXON LITTLE BRAGG

17 Diverted from training to assist Aberdelgﬂ C.G.

with a small boat in trouble at Nairn.
ANDERSON LEIGH BODIAM ATTKEN

18 Search for source of transmission on 121.5
approx 50 NM NE of Aberdeen but nothing found.
HODGSON DIXON COX TRETHEWEY

1q Tasked to assist MRT for overdue walkers in Ballater

. On arrival men found and R137 RTB.
HODGSON DIXON COX TRETHEWEY

19 Tasked to search for missing man in Dingwall

found and handed over to Dinawall police.
GEAR PRINCE CHAPMAN AITKEN

n 4 Tasked to search for 2 missina climbers on

Climbers found safe and well
CAMPBELL LEIGH LARKE TRETHEWEY

29

Aberdeen Roval Infirmarv.
CAMPBELL POLLOCK BODIAM TRETHEWEY

Medevac patient with severe head injury from Wick to

Man

Bheinn Fhada.
and taken to Glencoe MRT hut.

Medevac RTA patient from Stornoway to Raigmore Hospital.

GEAR POLLOCK LARKE TRETHEWEY

Training
by night

RAF Lossicmouth search and
rescue helicopters wiill ha
carrvina out increasod niaht
training in Grampian and

Strathspey from Monday until
the end of the month.

During the first wock. trai-

n|ncLW|II take place in the
arca bounded by Lossiemouth

to Banff alona the coast. and
inland to Keith and Huntly. In
the second weck the arca cov
cred will move inland to Brac-
mar and Avicmore.

Flvina will normallv take
place in the evening, but will
se finished by 9pm.

The intensive training is
being carried out with a view

to enhancing the, squadron's
existing capabilities for night

search and rescue by training
the crews in the use of night-
vision goggles.

These goggles act as image
intensifiersduring darkness
and give a more defined pic-
ture of features at night to
assist in search and rescue
operations.

Copter crews'
willing pupils

* RAYMOND SHEWAN

HELICOPTER ~rowe at RAFI nccte
rrpotkjth are to be trained to see in the
Arl

The station's search-and-reseue flight
has been issued with revolutionary gog-
ales which will help crews durina niaht.
time onerations.

The night viston goggles act as image
intensifiers to give a more clearly defined
nicture of features and ohiects

Crews will undergo intensive training in
tha niea nf tha anaales and ninht-time
exercises will take nlace next week alona
tha .. 4. -~ | neciemniith and
Ranff and |n|and as far as Keith and
Hiintlv

"The training is being carried out to
enhance the heliconters  avictina
capabilities for night search-and rescue.
said an RAF spokesman.

Flying will normally take place in the
evening and finish bs 9pm.



CALL
ouTSs

Rescue
Co-ordination
Centra SUMBURGH
15 (11)
STORNOWAY 2 LOSSIEMOUTH
54 (65) 222 (169)
LEUCHARS
161 (124)
HMS GANNET
181 (123R)Y
BOULMER
117 (137)
LECONSFIELD
111 (142)
\féé'h%) COLTISHALL
56 (95)
CALL OUTS

Mountain Rescues

KINLOSS 28 (16)

RAF Nimrod Maritime
Reconnalssance
KINLOSS 46 (5 3
ST MAWGAN 39 (18)
LOSSIEMOUTH 1 (-)

LEUCHARS 15 (14)
LEEMING 12 (12)
STAFFORD 9 (14)
ST ATHAN 15 (13)
VALLEY 15 (13)

ROYAL AIR FORCE SEARCH AND RESCUE STATISTICS 1991

DIGEST

news in brief
Mercyn airlift

ASICK se

an was airlifted to hospital in
Aberdeen today by helicopter from his ship 30

lﬂrles off F{aserﬂ]ur%rtnandby ship Cam Jaguar,

was said to be suffering from chest pains.

He was flown to Dyce by a helicopter from RAF
Lossiemouth and transferred by ambulance to

Aberdeen Royal Infirmary.

RAF Lossiemouth is UK's
busiest copter rescue unit

mouth had the busiest helicop.
ter search-and-rescue unit
Britain last year.
Figures released by the RAF
show the two Sea Kinas in D
Fligimt, €202 So adron,

tha
husesstynetd%e. 53 times

were

The second busiest unit was
tha Roval Navy flinht 3t
uldrose, Cornwall, with 205
missions fnllnwed bv RAF
Valley, North Wales, (166) and

RAF Leuchars (161)

Flinht
Gear, officer commandmg
Flight, said he could not say for
certain why it was a record

vear,
"We had quite a bit of snow

at the beginning of the year and
alot of neonle came a cropper
on the hills," he said

"Call-outs just seemed ,
continue and didn't stop.  We
seemed to do more car crashes
and the NHS is usmg us a lot
for medical evacuations.

"We had 30 scrambles in
August, one a day almost. Dur-
ing midsummer we had more
whichs vesy-uR ussial training,

« TIM PAULING

About half the missions in-
volved rescues on land. wit
the remainder split belween
sea rescues and medical evacu-

Fit Lt Gear said the hairiest
mission was to the St Rognvald

ferry in March an oeveratéolrll<

Cut Nautlcal Award
steering ~-~
englne were damaged in Force
heliconter
managed to lift off four crew as
the ship rolled in 35ft seas off
rocky Caithness coast.
Fit Lt Gear said the crews
vere now training with special
night goggles which will help a
lot in the hills.
RAF, Navy and Coastguard
rescue helicopters and moun-
tain rescue teams helped 1,382
people in distress in 1991, 21%

ess than the previous year. If
the 400 people rescued when
the sea broke through defences

North Wales, i

1990 are excluded the number
is sliahtly up.

Overall, the 14 search-and-
rescue units around the UK

AN RAF Lossiemouth rescue
chonter whisked
ustry worker to hospital in

Aberdeen carly on Saturday
after it was reported that he

was havina

bry

difficultv

 was a crew member on
the oil rig standby vessel Cam

Jaguar,
Alliance ria

servina

. Ocean

were called out by RAF rescue
co-ordination centres in Edin-
burgh and Plymouth to 1,806

incidents. slightly fewer than
1990.

Vie sh Allan
Blaclzley, Klr’\éﬁﬂ:er cotland
and Northern Ireland. said
false alarms from the misuse of
emergency beacons accounted
the largest increase

flinhts

The number of search-and
rescue satellite alarms caused
b%/ the careless or thoughtless

e of beacons jumped from 52

1990 to 145 last year, ha

"ThIS means we needlessly
expendedmanv -
and helicobter fIVInG
than hafara .
looked for peonle we thouaht
were in distress.

Careless
"While most beacons were
switched on accidentally, sav
on a fishing boat by a busy
deckhand, we found that some
started broadcasting because

rarpl(=<
knocked ovehhaedaeacon whi e

rummaging in a cupboard.”
O THE number of search-and-

easushsliognters o ROF

increased.”

Areport in the Press and
- yesterday <aid the

- ~f wae
exnpmed to announce the fate

RAF Leuchars Searcf-and-
rescue unit soon, with the news

that at least five new helicop-
ters had been hannht for
Lossiemouth

Qi lvempnt nf o
Leuc ars héc copter fithe res-
cue of two boys from cliffs near

Adiralh e YERkE
the unit's retention.
An ~an Lossiemouth

nPokesman said an announce-
t was expected soon about

an order for a number of Sea
heliconters fnrsearch-

and-rescue | nitearound the

UKAS far as RAF Lossiemouth

concerned
knowledge o ?a‘t Ie’g‘;t}ﬂvelﬁew

hellcopt%rs ggnamg to the

St%qﬂesent Lossiemouth has
two Sea Kings.

THE large number of missions
carried out by the RAF
Leuchars search-and-rescue
unit underline the need for
helicopters to stay at the base,
says East Angus MP Mr
Andrew Welsh.
Leuchars crews were called
out 161 times, 37 more than
1990. Of the 104 people picked
L_llp 88 were carried to safety.
he Ministry of Defence is
expected to announce soon
that Leuchars' Wessex
helrccg)ters will be replaced by
new Sea Kings to be stationed
at Lossiemouth.

The Government is also
nlannina to phase out
Arbroath Coastguard station
and transfer equipment 14
miles to Montrose.

My \nalen | With Banff and
Buchan MP Mr Alex Salmond
and Moray MP Mrs Margaret
Ewing — has been pressing
for the retention of the rescue
services in the area.

He said vital time would be
lost if rescue teams had to fly
from the Moray coast.
"These figures underline the
crucial importance of the
search-and-rescue helicopters.
Everyone shoulé’redo l:b B
their efforts to get the
Government to change its
mind," he said.

"The service has proved its
worth time and time again. If
you take away equipment and
expertise you will have a vast
gap in safety in the area.”

RAE

~raZnw

regciie cliff
fall teeananer

THE crew nf an RAF
rescuc hali-

Lossicmouth
copter came }o the aid of a
tecnager who fell nearly 300rt
down cliffs on the Black Isle
last Friday afternoon.
Eighteen-year-old
Coles, of Cromarty, was win-
ched aboard suffering only
from bruising and the effects
of a crack on the head.

He had slipped and fallen
while out for a morning walk
with his dog along the clifftop

on the Sutors of Cromarty,

but manaded to climb 100ft
back up before being spotted

by the helicopter crew.

Winchman Rick Brugg said
later that the youth seemed
confused. As it had heen
reportod that he was epileptic,
he wagtaken tn Raiomore
Hospital, Inverness.

His golden retriever puppy
was found unharmed on Mon-
day hv Inverness
coastguard.

Copter plucks youth
in 200ft fall to safetv

A BLACK Isle teenager had a luck

esca|

when he

8 ry]esterda
was plucked to safety by an RAF Lossiemouth helicopter after he
fell 200-300ft down cliffs on the Sutors of Cromart

Dacriare

ound

. v .
lan Coles (18). Hideaway. Shore Mill.

Cromarty, who slipped while walking his dog, clinging to a small
tree on the steep side of the headland which'guards the entrance

to the Cromarty Firth.

Although dazed by his fall, lan had managed to scramble about

100ft back up the dangerous SIO%AF

a spokesman at

where he became stuck.
Lossiemouth said: *He must

have faIIen 200-300ft and is certainly lucky to be alive. Fortune

was kind to him."

Worried relatives raised the alarm after lan failed to return

from a morning walk with the dog

cahe nE tie hellcopter a mambles around lice and
the

located and uplifted
coastguards were also called of

A spokesman at Raigmore Hospltal Inverness, said last night

lan's condition was satisfactory.

The dog, a golden retriever, is still missing



Lossie
fisher
lnst
At seAa

TRAGEDY struck at sea
this week when a Lossie-
mouth fisherman was lost
overboard from the vessel
he co-owned.

An extensive air-sea search

failed to find anvthina. and
the missing man Is now pres-
uned drowned.

Mr James Gault (48) was
last seen at 2am on Tuesday,
wihan ha want tn mia muar ha
watch on the 67-foot motor
fishing vessel "Dayspring”.

The remainina
three on the Lossiemouth-
registered ~~ . raised
alarm at 9.17am, \yhen Mr
Gault was found to be miss-
ina, ,

Rescue helicopters from
RAF Lossiemouth gnd the
Claymore oil field's Alpha

three  merchant
. \%
E I_Slsned?sfam daﬂ‘”%s*k”
lifeboat combed the waters 30

mile: S Airl
Pentl r:\nda anstguards

ordinating operations.

co-

skippered missin
ifrP brother, Mr William 9
Gault, also joined th
search. Hopes faded as dark-
ness fell. andat 4nm
search was called nff The
nanrantare Which were run-
ning low on fuel, returned to
base, and the other ships were
released from the search.

Lossiemouth the early
hours of Wednesday mornin
The crew includes Mr Will-
jam Bain, and skipper'S ames
in-law, and James
Prentice of Coulardhill.

- tha Gault
fam|ly Mr lan Affleck, the
missing man Qbrother in-

said: "1im was verv
much a family man. His life

revolved around the Lossie-
mouth community

*He was in fishing all his
life, and everyone knew him.
He was very well respected in
the town for his beliefs."

Mr Gault was verv acuve as
an elder of the local Brethren
Assembly. He leaves a wife,
Mary, and two grown-up chil-
dren Andrew and Angela.

Mr Affleck explained that
the family were too shocked
to comment. The whole Loss-

iemouth community had been
stunned by the tragedy.

Fisher
Inct In

plunge

fronm
hnat

« BRUCE TAYLOR

A LOSSIEMOUTH fisherman
was lost. presumed drowned.

after falling overboard from his
brother's vessel early yester-
day.

An all-day. air-sea search 40
miles east of Wick found no
trace of Mr James Gault (48).
Gilmour Crescent. mate on the
I neciemniith hnat
Davsnrina
licn an mn?
L055|emou the C aymore
ield platform joined Wick
# oat gn(sfsurfajce vessels in
the search .

The alert was raised after Mr
Gault was reported missing
the skipper. Mr William Gau
Community Wav, after havina
been on watch.

As darkness fell. Pentland
Coastguards stood down the
search. There are no plans to
resume it today.

Thadead manwniac
respected member of the fish-

and a leading

light in the local Brethren

Assembly.
Lossiemouth-based Roval

National Mission to Deep Sea

ishermen superintendent M
Say Hall said the tragedy ha

stunned the community
*James was a friendly and
opular mai - He lived out his
hrictian  faith helnina

~*Kfi"Bault and his wife. Mary.
grown-up children.
Andrew and Angela
The other crew members are

Mr Wllllam Main, the sleDer \
g A.James
Prentlce "both or? oulardhill.

Blind spot delays
North Sea rescue

A mrareRt snagtariard
revealed that vital minutes cohlac

have been chih to pl

the town' s‘ﬁargour las rlcfay
evenina.

Anixiliarvy . .
Taylor was in the coastguard%lﬁ
which double: ?s a harbour office
when the 21ft lobster boat Lady
Sheila gyinpered ddc?
Fraser from Invemess groun
200 yards off the east pier.

Riithecause his view was
restﬂg’t.?d by the new boatyard,

ir PSS
Sheila's oredicament intil he
was on his way home

Mr Taylor contacted the coast-
guard service e st

summoned a Sea King hellcopte?

Master  Ajrcrewman

from Lossiemouth and Invergor-
don lifeboat.

nai~ Ay

liarv coastauards
s’\qppered by Mr Dé‘rﬁﬁ‘/ Powatt.
Kina Street, Nairn, to assist.

The Lady Sheila was holed in
two places by her drive shaft and

water. th\ﬁas

towed in by Mr Howatt and his
thAa halinAantar Atand h\l

An tha hAannh

Highland Regjonal i
and the Coastguarcy are pr(e:soewt])(l:”

involved nanntiatinne ¢,
valanntna th~ cOastguard
the seaward side of the ne\bﬁb‘é\t

*~~Taylor said it completely
blocks out the view of the har-

Iarge par% gﬂ%% Elrm%r%e%ggt

ward Little (above), of R,

Lossiemouth, h

as graduated

BA from the Open Universi-

A helicopter winch opera-
tor with Air-Sea Rescue, Mr
dation seence bis foua

dati

tion
science five years ago,

ess-

entially +~ pass the time.

Latterlv,he
courses jn
veninev.

~~= completed
biology

THE LIGHTHOUSE

ON

It's a time of great upheaval over here at D
Flight. We are in the process of being moved
fram nld  cramped and uncomfortable
accommodation intn a swish. modern.
spacious and very comfortable working
anvirnnment

As most people are well aware, just about
every Section or Squadron has a collection

~f'nizzite " thnse ljittle nieces ~f

memorabilia acquired” - various
sources over the years. At 202 we have a

prototype "supergun,” but to protect those
concerned, | cannot say where they found it.

Enough trivia for the moment, and on to
news of the brave aviators. In 1991 we were
involved in 225 missions and we rescued 191
people — this goes down on record as being
our busiest year yet. So much then for 1991,
what about 19922 Well. a run of shifts
wouldn't be complete without a trip to Wick
via Raigmorewould it? On a
interesting note though, while most of the
Station was shut down over the festive period
we managed to get ourselves on News at Ten.
It was the usual story, both aircraft were in
bed for the night and everyone was just
about to settle down to watch vet another
film. This of course is the perfect time for
us to be scrambled. The look on Dave "Oh
| hate missions involving boats" Aitken's
face said it all. "Rescue an injured man from
a boat," came the call. "In this weather?"
came the reply. But rescue him they did, and
while poor Dave battled on the deck of the
boat against the elements and a stretcher,
Rad Op Chris Bodiam, from the comfort of
the helicopter, captured it all on video for
the rest of the world to see.

Till we meet aqain.
ELDRITCH



SUMMARY FOR FEBRUARY 1992

Called by off duty winchman to scene of RTA at
Nulnain Rridne  Casualty taken to Raigmore.
CAMPBELL WILLSON CHAPMAN AITKEN

n~a Medevac 8 year old girl with pneumonia from Wick
to Raiomore.
CAMPBELL WILLSON CHAPMAN AITKEN

N4 Scrambled to investioate reported aircraft crash
in Alfard araa Smoke found to be controlled burning

and no aircraft was jnvolved. WIFA.
PRINCE HAYWARD LARKE TAYLOR

06 Scrambled to standby vessel with broken propshaft

to evacuate 12 crew.  On arrival tn acsictance
required and R137 stood down.
PRINCE HAYWARD HOLMES TAYLOR

Na  Search for 3 missina walkers in Ben Alder area.

Fnroute, advised walkers were safe and well. NAR..
ANDERSON LEIGH BODIAM BONTHRONE

09 Requested to assist in search for missing man on
Island of Hov. Man walked in and R137 stood down.
ANDERSON LEIGH BODIAM BONTHRONE

1NEV 'Charunv' taking on water NE of Fraserburah
and R137 assisted with pump.  crew and winchman

lifted off FV and later it sank.
CAMPBELL PRINCE HOLMES AITKEN

15 Transfer female patient with cardiac problems
from Wick to Aberdeen Royal Infirmary.
ANDERSON LEIGH BODIAM BRAGG

15 Scrambled from Stornoway to ditched Hunter aircraft
but aircrew recovered by other assets.
HODGSON HAYWARD LARKE TAYLOR

16 Tasked to transfer heart transplant patient from

Hoe e alRer, 10 Glassaw:airport.

16 After combletina orevious +acls trancfared fallan

rlimhar franm o hnthy to Belford Hosnital.
HODGSON PRINCE CHAPMAN BONTHRONE

17 Scramble to cliff incident at Loaie Head. Casualtv

and husband lifted and taken to Dr Gravs.
CAMPBELL WILLSON LARKE BRAGG

20 Tasked to lift sailor with back iniurv off tanker 'Atco
Thames' and take him to Dyce airport.
GEAR POLLOCK CHAPMAN BONTHRONE

2n Scrambled to search area N of airfield after rannarte nf

areen flarae  Nnthina foiind
GEAR POLLOCK CHAPMAN BONTHRONE

Scrambled to MV 'Superiority' near Peterhead with

chiftinn carnn On arrival. vessel underwav and no further
assistance reqilired
CAMPBELL HAYWARD LARKE AITKEN

~~ Scrambled to SARSAT hit off Claymore.  \waak sianal heard

nn arrival and advised heacon foiind on the EV/
GEAR POLLOCK BODIAM TAYLOR

22 Tasked to lift crewman with illness in family to

Edinburah airport.
GEAR POLLOCK BODIAM TAYLOR

29 Scrambled to fallen climber on
weather shut down at Fort William first anﬁ?mesn %?ptgcaad

far a ninht etnn
HODGSON HAYWARD LAKE BONTHRONE

Climber

survives_.
Ben Nevis

plunae
TERE

Tha evart distance ha fall
was unclear but his colleagues

ainFsut thé'to-terr were

maior initry

Constable
29) was rescued b{
of Lochaber Mountain
Team end an RAF helicopter
from Leaconfield, Humber.
was taken to Belford Hospital,

Laidlaw
Oft from the bottom of

A police spokesman said his

Ieclded to stay with the main
partv learnina his com
had nat heen inirer

Laid as thought Son beable

™
alie cushiendd mav
Ve pact
~ - - details w
availahla 1ntil the 'IgSt of
party leave the mountain.
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Boys' warning traced to gorse
burn-up at NE hillside farm

« A Piper Cherokee like the one flying during yesterday's

plane-crash alert.

WELL-intentioned .
children launched a full-scale
EMEraeNCY Munyatinn in 4
North-east whéi théy feportea
a plane crash yesterday.
Nine-year-olds Njall Fer-

g}lson and Duncan Shimwell,
Tough School, near Alford,

raised the alarm at 11am when
they saw a Ii_ﬁht aircraft drop
towards a hil, followed by a
bang and a plume of smoke.
Two search-and-rescue heli-
conters were scrambled from

CouctarL OSFIEMEL B

lances and fire engines went to
the area.

But when they arrived the
flames on top of a hill at South

GENERAL NEWS

Plane-crash alert is smoked out

* TIM PAULING

Tillykerrie, about a mile south
of the school, turned out to be
controlled burning of gorse and
heather by a farmer.

The boys were in the school
nlavaronind when the false
alarm started

Duncan said: "\A/lawara
playing
saw the nlane Wobble ahout

Aamac whan win

Niall added: "Theenaine
had cut off. We heard a bang

A i thaimht i had kit tha

around. \A/e than saw the

The classmates alerted head-

NMr
Montogomery, who caﬁi’epd%ge
emergency services.

Firefighters from Aberdeen,
Alford. Banchory, inerh and
Kintore attepded with the
police. The ambulance service
turned 3: it five vehicles.

ramedics' id-|
it plus two offbess esponse

Ali emergency services said
the schoolchums had acted
correctly in reporting what they
[Aaw

Assistant Divisional Fire
Officer Donnie Harper gaid
when they arrived there wae
column of dense smoke.

When Aberdeen Airport
aircraft from

Annfirmad

Dyce was missing, it was feared
militarv planehad qgone
down, he saiz?

"Once on the hill, we dis-
covered it was a gorse fire but
we could well have been look-
ing at a plane crash," said Mr
Harper.

Inspector Donald Ross said:
There is controlled burnina
on the hill. The children saw
thoaiana an acae and dis-

appear.

‘They put two-and-two to-
gether and got five. There is no
criticism of the children — it
was a good intention.

co-ordination centre at RAFE
Pitreavie said: "With this sort
of thing you have to check just
in case something is wron?,

"It was just coincidental. We
arasimply calling it a well-
intentioned false alarm.”

~~_instructor from Aber-
deen Flying Club confirmed he
was flying a Piper Cherokee
over the Alford area at the
time.

He said he and a pupil were

RIFLIPIML e iR e
throttle — a normal part of

trminina

« Left: A helicopter and

emergency-service vehicles
standby at Tough School,

near Alford. durina the
missina-aircraft alert.
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TOUGH
SCHOOL

# Tough School pupils Niall Ferguson (left) and Duncan

Shimwell, who raised the alarm.

Four hurt Iin cliff and hill accidents

FOUR people were injured on hills and cliffs in
the North and North-east yesterday.

In the first Incident, a Dundee student fell 150nt
after slipping and falling on Stob A Chearecaill,
e e Stuart McKe,,cHie 19),
Westerk Hell, 319 Perth Road, was airlifted to
Belford Hospital, Fort William, where he was
detained last night.

He and his student companion, Mr Thomas
{320 Elbard®d Se§atgaBundee,
alarm was raised

Lochaber Mountain Rescue Team and an RAF
helicopter from Lossiemouth were alerted, and

« KEN JONES, STEVE SMITH
and ALISTAIR BEATON

Mr McKeggie was taken to hospital with cuts

ruises and deep cuts to his elbow

Also taken to Belford Hospital was Inverness
gorlrl\anhchristina Pinkney (70), 3 Ormond Drive,

alloch. who was rescued after fracturing her
foot while wamlng Wit Fends 0f gorland
between Blarmafoldach and Glen Nevis, Fort
William.

And a Cullen woman was winched to safety
after she became ill while walking along cliffs at
Logie Head.

The woman, whose name has not been relea-
sed, was picked up b i - -
rescue helicopter frgmyR&%Foasgénrﬁo%?ﬁrs,%horatﬂzd
after 11am.

Flight Lieutenant lan Campbell said
woman was at the base of the cliffs and police hathe
requested a helicopter to take her
Ctratrhar

The aircaft took the woman to Elgin's Borough
Briggs football ground, «mnara chn _
ferred by ambulance to Dr Gray's Hos&fﬁaﬁ. trans

At Collieston, coastguard auxiliaries and police
went to the aid of an Aberdeen woman, helpless
and injured after falling on a clifftop path.

PO

A family outing became a lunchtime ordeal for
Mrs Elizabeth Bain (61), 13 Abergeldie Road,

after she slipped on wet grass and fell, hurting
her ankle near the car park north of the village.

The alarm was raised by the family party and
auxiliaries from Collieston and Cruden Bay went

to her aid.

With Mrs Bain said to be in more pain than
immediate danger, coastguards set up cliff-rescue

gear as a safety precaution beside the Whinnyfold
path before lifting her to an ambulance.

She left Aberdeen Royal Infirmary after treat-
ment for an ankle injury.



RAF team notch

LID A record
vear for rescues

RAF Lossiemouth's life-
savina helicopter squad
was the busiest rescuc unit
in the UK last ycar.™

The two Sea King choppers
from i
And Res Jggagg;ﬂ)’oﬁ%\%@
called out a record 225 times
in 1991 - 56 times more than
in 1990, and 125 .\, 116 than
the year before. 2

But squadron members are
at a loss to explain how the
increase has come about.

We cannot quite put our
fingers on why it is happen-
ing, said deputy SAR com-
mandebr Flight Lieutenant lan
Campbell.

*Poopie may be more used
to our presence, or the danger
factor could be increasing’in
sports like climbing or abseil-
|?% It could be a number of
things, he added.

*It did seem particularly
busy, especially around Aug-
ust, when we were doing jobs
every day for virtually the
whole month. Normally'it is
quite scasonal, but in 1991 it
was all year round," he said.

Emergency

electricity
phone number

HYDRO Electric has intro-
duced a 24 hour emergency
telephone number for use by
customers:__ Moray and
elswchere.
_itis part of a move tn
Improve customer service,
The number is 0345-200500.
All calls will be charged at
local rates and will be routed
automaticallvy to Hvdro Eloc-
tric staff in the appropriate
regional control centre.

"By Andy Bradshaw

Winter wi i
because:[ l\?ve hg§ agggﬁd?gss,y

and in summer poople come
out climbing, but last yoar we
were consistently busy.
vt tha missions
Involve ' nn land
with the rest split between sea
rescucs and modical evacua-
tions. Overall, 190 people
wererescued or medically
evacuated.

One i
which stood out fSPER1Y"

Campbell was a night flight vi Campbell

into a corrie at Glencoe in
November to save a climber
who had fallen and sustained
back injuries. .
+h~t operationi the
Mountain - Team
brought the injured climber
down
wﬂere he v}gsepfé%%;? %?/e'
. which trans-
ferred - him Raigmore
Hospital, Inverness.
memorable rescue

operations included last
Docember's bid to save the

~umen o s Soviet facton

ship *'Karti", Which %unJ
itself in severe trouble off the

West Coast,

In horrendous weather,
huge wave smashed the
vessel killing scueral crew
members. Lossiemouth
helicopter led by Fit Lt Pete
Bell, wit! -pi Cit | +
Steve Hol gggnplle\/[incr:man
Fit Sgt Paul Trethewey And
winch operator Fit Sgt Steve
Larke was the first 1, tha
scene.

With the bow of the barge
being thrown up to 60 foct in
theswell. Filt Sat Trethewev
was lowered onto the dock.
and rescued-~ - -~-~1 ~¢
crew before other helicopters
amrived.

Dacria

Another of the most notable

March, whtg'loéfeW%%%ll@ét

were rescued from the P&O
ferry 'St Roguvald" off the
coast near Wick.-That rescue
carned the crew a nomination
for a <lle Cuit Nautical
Award.

"It is nice to be doing a job
where you foel that you are in
constant use. You can come

hack feelin j
because you hgvre‘ﬁgrflfe\la gl‘('JIO%h

inh Sometimes

not saved, but moreogf(t)e%l%glqe
are, " caid Fit | t
CAMKA3Y

The SAR crew flew out on
their 13th mission this year on
Wednes%ay afternoon,
transporta man \yith pead
injuries from Wick to Aber-
deen Royal Infirmary.

"It has been a fairly slow
start. ..+ £ hit had
weather | would say we would
probably reach the sam
numberof rescues as fast
year," said Flt Lt Camgbe_IIA

The Lossiemouth Sea King
crews recently . _:~__
training in the use of night
wvieinn goggles,which will
enhance lhe?r capal?llllﬁes Yc‘x’r
night search and rescue.

*Mountain_ Rescue
Team based at RAF Kinloss
was busier than any other last

Vp'mé team was called out 28
times, with RAF Leuchars in
<second nlace on 15 scramb-
les. In 1990 the Kinloss teal
was called out 16 times, and
was again the busiest moun-
tain rescue outfit.

RAF Kinloss's Nimrod res-

_sn?rvice was the busicst

again last year, with 46 call-
outs. In 1990, however, they
wine called out 58 times.
R AF Lossiemouth's Shack-
leton-flying 8 Squadron was
called out once last year.

Captain tells of storm nightmare

Crew waist-deep in freezing water battle to free tonnes of loose timber

* ALISTAIR BEATON

THFE rantainn A hadlv
damageﬁ s‘np WF\ICh fouaht

ountainous seas,
Wort -east coast atthé)\ge e

end admitted afterwards that it
had been his "worst experience
in 42 years at sea".

Captain e
(57) and his |vgpn§gr?cg\§{6ﬁp
how Force 9 gales an 2§ﬂ
waves tore loose huridreds o
tonnes of timber from the deck
of the Superiority.

They battled with saws, axes
and knives to free the massive

timbers — lashed by spray, and
with the vessel on a 12-degree
liet o tha deck pitchina
wildlv.

One crewman said: "l was
1N to mv waijst in freezing
WYRIRIavIV KK Rhintalbey of il

qale. and wonderina aftar2n
years at sea, 'What the?]erlnam
I'doing here?

‘It was a very wild night and
pretty scary.'

Huge heave

The drama began at 4am on
Saturday when .- Londdon'
[RAERG REVaSR el R i For
tonnes of timber on deck and
Baper very in hey hold 0 as hit

50 miles
off Peterhead.

Captainy'Brien caid: 11
was running to at least eight
metres and we took a massive
heave to starboard.

away about 75% qf the de%'(‘
carq\clzvimmediatelv.

“We
timber. AMVREHAGEY ‘buoydts
and floating, so there was no.
risk of us going over 1. .4 .n
hla to get it all iettisoned
Ot lvas pitch black and we
had just the ships' deck lights
S arls ke |t was verv

hazardous for the crew but they
did a magnificent job."
Chief endineer Mr Fred

Ditty (49), East
Stirll)ég, sai&:"‘?{‘\?fa‘é’%ﬂne gr?

FHBER S igRu# we came

Six vessels in the immediate
area responded to the mayday
and Peterhead lifeboat was put
nn alart operation co-
ordinated by Aberdeen coast-
guard.

Ac the Supply chin Sun
Wresi e_{’ == I, tha

uperiorn
%os%leemoutx he"ﬂ%ter circR&F
overhead, there were fears that
the timbers and tarpaulins had
damaged the propellor.

After jettisoning much of her

I mg}%ngl deck the

heavy seas to%jqumggt} r\}vrhoéjrgh
the exhausted crew berthed her
at lunchtime on Saturday.

N sive da ship. suffered
extensive : g a
diver was checking the p?erﬂ -

« lor and hull.

Above: The storm-battered Superiority arrives at Peter-
head after her battle 50 miles away.
« Below: Sleepless b_ut safe. + .« Captain Georae O'Brien
and chief engineer Fred Ditty.

French trawler crew
airlifted to safety at

Stornoway harbour

SIXTEEN crew members of the 59m French trawler Capitaine
Byron were airlifted to safety early on Saturday.

The vessel was heading for Stornoway when she ran aground
on the Sgeir Mhor, a rock in the Stornoway harbour area

Stornoway liteboat was launched and the Storoway

coastguard search and rescue helicopter scrambled.

The lifeboat was unable to get alongside the French vessel and
the helicopter lifted off the crew.

They were taken to the fishermen's mission in the town.

The lifeboat also tried to tow off the Capitaine Byron but the
tow-line parted.

However, she was towed off about Sam by the Sherland trawker
Alison Kay.

A crew member said later: "She came off very casily as it was
almnst hinh tide *

The crew went back on board and although there was some
damage to the bottom of the vessel, she sailed yesterday for he!
home port of Lorient.



48 SON GOES SOUTH

A D3dom lgsb e finaly managrsio

- Does this mean something good has
actuallv happened on 48 San? Well. that
depends on who vou are really.

Since the departure of Sgn Ldr Drissell last
year I've heard a number of rumours telling
of deep divisions within the Sgn, well readers
it's true, we really are a San divided.

That young gun (pun) Fg Off Gunn
(honest, that's his name) has gone rogue and
has taken his men off to his hideaway in the
jungle to terrorise the locals with their
blowpipes and pop guns.

Meanwhile, our new boss, Sgn Ldr Nash
(e nhotn he's the one with hat and
alasses) decided that within one week in
command of 48, he needed a holiday (he
knows what's what).

As the destination was secret, he tasked
Fa Off Murrayv with seeinatn the
arranaements. Off the Adit trotted to PSF
to see the lovely SACW Polley (can't be too
familiar). Whilst there, he got so tongue tied
he somehow managed to book the rest of 48
as well. Never mind Adjt, practice makes
perfect!

So there we are folks, half of us in Belize
and the rest enjoying(?) the delights of the
Falklands (whatever they may be!).

Actually, I've been telling a wee white lie,
pur split is all above board and, most
important, has the full support of OC 48 who
is firmly in command and certainly doesn't
need a holiday... yet!

On the 29th January half the Sgn flew out
to the Falkland Islands on a four month
detachment at RAF Mount Pleasant. Our
mission is to provide air defence for the base

and a number of installations close by.

Our guys will be living and working(?) on

the four permanent Rapier sites that circle
the camp with the boss and his crew running
the show from the Resident Rapier Sqn HQ
situated in the camp itself. It's very much an
operational tour with a lot of hard work to
be done bv all.

Some of our Rapier sites are quite remote
and can only be reached by helicopters and
small boats and as a result our training
proaramme has been auite varied (see
photo). It's not all work — there's plenty to
do in the Falklands and if you're into birds
and penguins you'll have a field day.

Keen military types won't be disappointed
as there are plenty of battlefield tours to go
on and if you ask nicely, Fg Off Murray will
help you find your very own unexploded
grenade (there's a story there somewhere!).

Fg Off Gunn on the other hand won first
prize in the 'start your own war' competition
and is off with his Fit to Belize to do much
the same thing as we're doing down south.

B Flt depart in two C-130s on the 24th and
26th of January and will also be away for
four months. To tell you the truth it's not
all' fun out there as Calumn and his men will
have a number ~gequipment trials to
complete as well as mounting several patrols
into the hot steamy jungle.

As for relaxation, well | can't say too
much or the wives won't let us go again -
let's just say they'll be looking after the
flowers in the rose garden!

Anyway, we'll all be back at the end of
May so in the meantime take care and be
good, we'll be thinking of you.

l ove  MUSSWELL

o | eft: The Fraserhurah-
reqaistered trawler Three
Sisters, whirch wa<nearby
when the Charunv capsized
and took four of the  crew
back to Fraserburah.

N-eAast
crew in

racriio

drama

Seven safe

s fishina
NnAat sinksg

THE seven-man crew of a
North-east fishing boat nar-
rowly escaped death last night
when their vessel capsized in
the North Sea.

The Fraserburgh-registered
Charuny, FR 391, was 16 miles
north-east of the Buchan port
when she began to take water
through the engine-room in the
afternoon.

Fraserburgh lifeboat and a
Sea King helicopter from RAF
Lossiemouth...avn ~ava hlad

ggadrcput three pumps on

However, the pumps choked
on debris and -~ and
rescuers were forced to leave
the vessel.

Crew members. Mr Colin
Clark (26), 37 Saltoun Place,
Fraserburgh, Mr Kevin Philip
(20), 3 Gaveny Place, Macduff,

and Mr Steve Moir (35), 12

- - co— Fraserburgh,
were all sleeping when skipper
Colin Duff alerted them that the
boat was sinking.

Mr Clark — one of four to be
taken back to the Broch by the
Fraserburgh-registered Three
Sisters which was nearby
said: "All | knew was the boat

O JOE WATSON

was taking in water. Four of the

tqok to the liferaijt and
made?heklr way fo the Three

Sisters.

**The skipper and mate
stayed on board to get the
pumps going. .

"' was in my bed. | didn't
know what was aoina on. Tha
skipper shouted and when | got
up | didn't have my boots on
and my feet were soaking."

Mr Duff and another crew
member were too distressed to
speak to the press as they left
Fraserburgh lifeboat when she
finally docked at 9.30pm.

However, lifahnat ~nnEny
Albert Sutherland described
the dramatic rescue.
haeg SHGMIRulf i ngt
came from and by the time he
realised what was happening it
was too late.

"When we arrived there
were only two crew on board.
The helicopter put one pump on
board and we put on two.

"We got one pump to go, but

the helicopter one then packed
i wiith the Annnine dabeie

*|t came to the stage they
just realised the boat was going
to co."

Mr Sutherland said the skip-

"enough was enough" and left
the vessel for the safety of the
lifeboat.

One of the helicopter crew
said later: *When we arrived
the winchman took a coast-

vessel.*

The vmakeanan
board for around 305}1%‘(1%%2”
until the Fraserburah lifeboat
arrived and put two pumps and
two men on board.

The winchman «wnn #nn
liftad harlk board the
aircraft, which returned to base
at around 6.40pm.

I_kaEJrirT\u the rescue. the
Tennars nrone|lers were
fouled twice with Jebns and
lifeboatmen were last night try-
ing, to clear the propellers as the
boat was taken back into her
shed.

Aberdeen coastguard co-
ordinated the rescue.



SUNKARY FOR NARCH 92

n1 _ 8137 tasked to assist in search for missing woman
at Beinn & Bhaird. Task completed the following morning

and the woman vas found safe and well.
PRINCE LEIGH BODIAN SCOTT

B137 scrambled to fallen climber at Ben Nevis. One
Q:‘ascalty and 20 NRI members taken to Fort William.
HODGSON HAYWARD HOLMES AITKEN

R137 diverted from training to medevac patient and

doctar from kick to Rainnore
HODGSON ANDERSON HOLMES BRODIE

- R137 tasked to helﬁ IRT search for missing walker.
(Pr?tlally tasked to lift MRI member with knee injury. On

return to siaht walker not found and R137 RTB.
PRINCE POLLOCE, CHAPMAN BONTERONE

11 R137 diverted from training to man overboard from
Fv "Anvthest". Casualtv siahted and taken to Stornowav

&ﬁ§9&£§hAYWARD BODIAM SCOTT

12 Medevac one patient from Nairn and one from Raiamore
to Glasaow.
GEAR MILLSON HOLMES BRAGG

4 48137 scrambled to recover cardiac victim form rig support

vessel "St Paul" in the Forties Field. Casualty taken to
Aberdeen Boval Infirmarv-
KILLSON LEICH HOLMES JOYCE

16 8137 tasked to searchf or missing FV 'SPray' and 2 crew

menbers off Point of Sleat. After intense search. vessel
located and 1 crew member. Search curtailed due to

enaineerina considerations.
HODOSON ANDERSON LARKE ATTKEN

21 R137 scrambled to search for missing women reported
Lady found safe and well and R137 BIB.

near Portree

CAMPBELL. LEIGH BODIAM SCOTT

26 R137 diverted form training to investigate report of

red flares on Black Is Nothina found.
PRINCE ANDERSON CHAPMAN BONTHRONE



Glencoe search goes on

A SEARCH for a climber missing in Glencoe is
expected to resume today. Meanwhile, in Glen
Doll, Angus, a hillwalker reported missing on
Sunday was found alive and well by rescuers
vesterday. .
SMESHHAR BRAD fAk e o ety on
tion in the Lost Valley area of Glencoe.

Suggestions that Mr Bryan. S Birkdale, Stuart-
field, East Kilbride, may have left the area were
discounted when his grey Volve was found
parked nearby.

Throughout yesterday, Glencoe, Leuchars
and Kinloss mountain rescue teams scoured the
area, d

an
rest I HUlS & PO IR P IR PR R af
Lossiemouth.

Inspector Robbie Smart, Fort William, said
My Brvan was believed to be an experienced
climber and well equipped.

itis ed ascent he an ice been glis ahin Lost
controlled ascent with an ice axe
Vallev area.

Search for
hillwalker

A MASSIVE search was

reported missing in the

"As time goes on, we are obviously becoming
more concerned about this man's safety,"

said.

But he said the search had been made more
difficult because Mr Brvan had failed to leave
details of his proposed route.

Conditions on Sunday night were reported to
haint and wiindo

medium avalanche alert.

Mr Bryan is described as being Sft 8in, of thin
build and has dark shoulder-length hair. He has
a moustache and wears alasses

carrving a areen r%cksack with an ice
crampons and a torcl

Meanwhile, hillwalker Mr lan Russell (50).
from East Kilbride, was found yesterday by

olice and mountain rescue teams in the Corrie
ee area of Glen Doll. He had become separated

from a hillwalking group on Sunday evening.

Tha alimhar wae equipped to stay out and was

none the worse for his experience.

search-and-rescue helicopter, which was to
have helped in the search, was recalled when he

wiae fanind ot 7 ANam

Glencoe search

TESUMES.LR9AY  coe
area will resume at first light
under last night for.a « today far
VEAF O 6RRAN Hmwaiker K@Héjﬁ ngut%ﬁ{'Bryan 43),5

missina Fast

i it are avot el Remoar Birkdale, Stuartfield, has been

A Sea King helicopter frc
RAF Lossiemouth was calle
out to support rescue teams
from RAF Kinloss, Braemnar
Aberdeen and Grampian
Police after the woman failed
to meet her family as plannec

The search was being
concentrated on the Beinn a
Bhuird area of the
Cairngorms.

fadinn

missing since Sunday night and
hopes of finding him alive are

JOY AS WIFE SURVIVES

By SUN REPORTER

and deteriorating with a

He was wearing dark outdoor clothing and

New Kit for
fly-by-nights

* ALISON SHAW

NEW hi-tech flying goggles have given
Lossiemouth airmen vital nighthawk

visinn Ki h
The statinn'e - - - KINg chopper
sippasaarl S GEe (0
les.
g eAsnd earlier this week they were used

for the first time in a night mission to
search for a missing hillwalker.

P hich
They NG e
Iooksl'ﬁé%qgg G‘ar'llj]nllﬁlnfg?:rr_‘
AU RXRRHMACECIAT day.
They are quite an incredible piece

Linds s%ﬁe@%ﬁ]gﬁ% ﬁ%rtﬁct%rfly into i
p i ; darkness an

BRebloks s g s

As well as making life a lot safer for

the crews, the device can also make it
much easier to home in on people in

RAF hails nocturnal
vision goggles

if they are suitaldlip equipe
troubl
HERLAR pehe iRl
Triale Were initiallv carried OUtf
fteral yedusing SR DLTNREF”
il used, delayed, their
ihey were Wi £ Lossimouth, now

: follow
haghmaraiR s

"They have been found to be such
successful items we are very keen to

- as quickly as possible,
SR T s aon TheradreRdnti
Briasiakes RfoRSsIsier 1s whatitis

all about."

Glencoe climber search called off

ester

DELIGHTED Bob Caird was reunited with his wife P EA KS
y day fearina she had died on a freezina
mountain side

Kathleen got lost in thick - -

a Bhulrd in the Caimaorms after _1ob fiad left he

Eventually the found a bothy with three climbers / \G O N Y

the temneratiires

managed doze, off
fram:- B

~on degrees, Police rescuers — - -»
Rnah
pliganwhile. Blicning  brought her to safety.

rescue téams

said:
m??egt legs. ev¥iftaaly
- mvself

heliconter. the
Said?SS'Slam - a climber
: ankle
. Truinr Didan
cliffs last ninht

thinn in frant

pelfland &an and $pagtth

K athlaan

couldn't sleep. althouah

* KEN JONES
ONE of the biggest search oper-
tinnn in sl GlENcoe areain
abandoned

ra?sﬁ%rﬁgtht when rescuers failed

to find any trace of a climber.
The three-day search for Mr

Stuart Bryan (43) had involved

more than 60 mountain rescue
and service personnel and some

2,000 man hours. .
police will question
walkers and climhers in the

area at the weekend in an ﬁ
tempt to retrace the steps of Mr

Bryan, who was married with a
17-year-old daughter.
. manager Mr Bryan,

Birkdale. Stuartfield, East
Kilbride, was reported overdue

on Sunday after a day-long solo
climbing expedition.

whlightaae FRs e

* Mr Stuart Bryan

no trace found
Mountain Rescue Team, said:
"Sunday was a beautiful day
with a good, high snowline and
there were about 500 people in

theGE them should hold the

whgfeabouts.” this ~ Man's Fort William, said last night:

Fit Sgt Whalle said the team
would be remaining in the area
and would resume the search if
any new information came to
light.

Yesterday, nine members of
the Glencoe Mountain Rescue

Team, with 33 colleagues from
bAarisi-1-~~ and RAF
Leuchars, moved thn search

AL BOEnaca. TIRINC
new information.

They were supported by
Wessex helicopter from RAF
Leuchars and four search and
rescue dogs.

But theﬁ were hampered by
poor weather, a high avalanche
risk, and no positive indication
of the route taken by Mr Bry-

an.
Inspector Robbie Smart,

"Hope of finding Mr Bryan
alive is diminishingas time goes
n" . .

He added: "There is no in-
tention of a further search but
we will continue our inquiries at
the weekeﬁd among Mhlll-users
DI DY DY RS A Ry
might be able to give us a clue
as to his intended route.”

And Insp Smart again urged
climbers and walkers to leave
details of their route and return
time with a friend or family in
the event of an accident. |

_ Brvan's arev Volvo.
which had been parked at the
Piper's Lay-by near the Lost
Valley, was moved to Glencoe
police station. .

Amona those Watchina the
<earch Operation Were Mr
Bryan's wife, Ann Marie (42),
and his company boss.

Man in
6-hour

ELE 3.0r2

rescue
drama

« RAYMOND SHEWAN

ANINIURFED climher was
irl] from Ben Nevic at

{ﬁllrsl{fﬁggt tocfa]y aﬁer_a ruel-

ling all-night rescue mission.
Searchers hampered

arkness andannallina
Wga er conditions acthev

strunaled to reachthe man.
whq,hag fallen 8Of while

ng with a companion.
They made themselves as
comfortable as possible on an

exposed ledge until haln
arrived. ) .
ioR i B RAHER SL AL I AR
ARste MANURRosTs 16 lower
the casualty to safety.

The injured mal m
hubnnling %gﬁ:’gﬁ?ﬁ@
probation
739)- was ﬂr? nby an RA
Lossiemo o "
oo Hosnitalat Fort
William.

It is believed he broke both
Ie_gs in the fall ~«~ Tower
Ridge.

His companion, who has not
been named, was unhurt.

nid—m%éyég%qa\’r\{fa}so% i !earsét
e BRALGSIGYS,fTom the
RN WD HIRR T

back because of cloud
Hl’&ﬁ‘nd Ben Nevis.

Members of the Lochaber
rescue team battled through

Ariviina rain*- ~—---- tha
stranded climbers

ing *- -,ininirad. Man
IBHNS the bottom of Ob-
servatary GHllv an
stretcher. . .

"It was a technically dim-
ﬁult resctu , hlg ?nthinn .
tgé/r% e%de(r)B%nrﬁeo\rﬁatt (5°5;)‘.I

" mande it more
difﬂ%ﬁ‘{ Wfps;{he weather.'

A hospital spokesman later
described Mr Bliss's condition

as satisfactorv.



Probus club lands airbase outing

Wife survives mist
ordeal on mountain

She tells of terror
in dark at 2,500ft

and ADRIAN O'DOWD

| was so
DUNDEE man yesterday friahtened
iter they became separated in of going
over the
edne

~ + . Caird had

Climbing sin Bgile Begilere .
climbing on "I was so frightened in case
because of the
search got under
was that she
nosed tea to fit directio

or about two-and-a-half hours
before she arrived at a bothy.
She was even more relieved to
find someone inside

da he said she had been caught
in thick,

Man-

chester were using itas :  base

was there

go back dr
esband decided dago on a lone

gave her his sleeping ba

male companions had

o the summit rought they were lost as we
it b
He wa about _ soti Ty 30pm,
"It was S0 eold bl w1
her home at 26d Lewis o rabie of the com
aid Mrs Cairo

could tried just

really frightened. | have neve having-retice her shustramd,
efore.

| always relied on Bob to keep

theynar
because of the clffs try 19 find her
She said she
vas terrified.

Search for Prs
. 214202
hillwalker

A MASSIVE search was
under way last night for a 40-
year-old woman hillwalker
reported missing in the
mauntains aro ndABraemafr.
A'Sea King helicopter from
RAF Lossiemouth was called
ut to support rescue teams
rom RAF Kinioss. Braemar
Aberdeen and Grampian
Police after the woman failed
to meet her family as planned
The search was being
concentrated on the Beinn a
Bhuird area of the

Cairngorms

* Reunited ...

nolice.alerted by the other

limbing party.

"I was almost on

hey just would

mou the ddePt askin

do. But | could not tell them.

Then.

he said.

1my

the total relief | felt when | saw

Mist foils
racriino
mission
on Ren
Nevis

D JOHN VASS

AROYAL Navy Sea King
heliconter from Prestwick

; o
Lochaber Mountain Rescue

Team led by Mr Donnie

Watt, began a 3.5000 ascent

Enjoying a visit to RAF Lossiemouth are Nairn and District Probus Club members, who are . .
Flight, 202 Squadron’s Search and Rescue helicopters. The group was briefed on the role of the st&@ShiBrfiHofrpne of 'D

some of the Lossiemouth aircraft.

Great Tower, where the
climber was reported to have

located,

«area

Mr Robert Caird and his wife, Kathleen.
with he shc had that during ~ Kinloss, RAF Leuchars, and a

reported overdue

MacLean (31),

ina the picto yre Park itouse. B(25)re. had

volved in the 11-hour search

. Eagach

+~nmn~ framBraemar, Gram

pian Police in Aberdeen, RAF A search involving Glenco

SaliniReseue-from HMS

But after being reunited, th

to the Clachaig Inn, where they

cimber's injurles are not

Il necessary, an RAF Sen

practicable.

keeping tabs on the weather
right now and if the mist lfts
we will nrohahlv set oft "

Constabul

Great Tower and that is all'
the information we have al
present.”

« A hillwalker who fell 800n

veck a go was last nigh
YeARAY m ARy

Infirmary. Mr Adrian

Forde (30), Fagley,

MAan dies in

A MAN died last night after falling into the sea
from cliffs near Cruden Bay

Itis understood the man slipped and fell near
Bullers of Buchan, a mile north of the village
His body was recovered by rescue services
short time later.

second man was taken - hasbital in

Peterhead after being rescued from the cliff face.
It is believed he had been trying to reach the fall
victim.

A major rescue operation got under way afte

he alarm was raised by a third person aroun

7.40pm. .

Peterhead Lifeboat was launched and a search
and rescue helicopter from RAF Lossiemouth
was scrambled. A coast rescue company from

Collieston also went to the scene.

The winchman on the RAF Sea Kina Flinht
Sergeant David Aitken, was lowered to pick up

Press t

NF cliff fall

O BILL PHILLIPS and KAY DRUMMOND

the man's body. He also plucked the other man
to safety from the cliff face.
A crew spokesman said later: "The man was

fsace down in the water when we arrived at the
ic

cene. We sent our winchman down.  He picked

him out and put him on top of the cliffs.

cliff face. We do not know if he had been tryin
to help the man in the water."

The rescue services believed the man who died
was climbing when the accident happened. One
of the others involved in the incident was also
thouaht to be a climber.

A police spokesman said the names of those
involved would not be released until next of kin
had been informed.

umcl
Wec}:r)lesday iSapril 1992.



SUMMARY FOR APRIL 1992

n2 Helo broadcastina mavdav with sinale enaine failure.

A/C landed safely and R137 RTB with NAR.
POLLOCK WILLSON CHAPMAN BRAGG

_ Missinq aircraft near Balmoral.  Pieces of A/C found
in Loch Muick on second day of search by ground party.
POLLOCK WILLSON CHAPMAN BRAGG

R138 called to 5 missina walkers on Suilven.  Recalled

4 miles from search datum as partv had walked in safe.
GEAR HAYWARD BODIAM AITKEN

R137 scrambled to fallen climber at Coire-Nan-Sneachtda.
Casualty made it to Cairngorm Ski Resort car park and then
lifted tn Aviemnre
PRINCE LEIGH LARKE AITKEN

n& Scrambled to assist search for overdue climbers on
Ben Nevis. Casualties found cold and tired on Hadrians

Wall and taken to West End car park.
WILLSON POLLOCK CHAPMAN BRAGG

tasked to collect comp 'A' case from Aberdeen

airport and transport onwards to Lerwick.
PRINCE HAYWARD LARKE AITKEN

Tasked to uplift crew member from RA Fort Grange to
Inverness Airport. Destination changed to Lossiemouth

when train journey was established.
POLLOCK HODGSON COX BRAGG

na R137 tasked to medevac premature baby from Raigmore

to Aberdeen Roval Infirmarv.
MORRISON LEIGH COX JOYCE

g R137 tasked to assist in recovery of female with
Back injuries fron Beinn Bighe area. Casualty + tnn

lifted to Raianore.
GEAR LEIGH COX JOYCE

a R137 scrambled to SARSAT hit on 121.5. After 30mins

1 . .
search stood down as =~ sianal nicked up.
ANDERSON POLLOCK BODIAM BONTHRONE

R137 tasked to transfer heart attack victim from MV
?(%rampian Freedom' to Aberdeen Royal Infirmary.
ANDERSON HODGSON BODIAM BONTHRONE

medevac premature baby fron Wick to
R137 seraRifsti'Before leaving Wick but another casualty
needed transferring to Raigmore then R137 RTB.
GEAR HAYWARD LITTLE JOYCE

R137 scrambled to assist 2 climbers in the Cuillins.

Climbers walked in safe to the MRT hut.
HODGSON LEIGH HOLMES TRETHEWEY

R138 scrambled to collapsed asthmatic female near

30 Casualty plus companion lifted to Broadford.
Rroadford
HODGSON LEIGH HOLMES TRETHEWEY



Mercy air dash

Baby flown
in for vital
surgery

« PHIL
ALLAN

A SERIOUSLY ill new-born
baby boy was today airlifted
to hospital in Aberdeen for a
life-saving operation.

An RAF heliconter from 202
Sauadron at | ossiemouth
ferried the tinv hahv in an
incubator from Raiomore
Hospital in Inverness to the
<. ecial nur':.PrY at Roval

erdeen Children's
Hosoltal.

The child was born early
today sufferina from a
diaphragmatic hernia — a
condition which required
immediate surgery using the
specialist skills of surgeons
in Aherdeen

His mother, in her early 20s.
comes from Strathpeffer and

accompanied her son on the
45-minute iounev.

"It was vital we aot to
hospital as quickly as
nossible." said Dr Lvn
\lintaran whn alen travallad
from Inverness with a
midwife

"It is a very serious
condition which impairs the
child's breathing. He is
expected to have the
operation later today," she
added.

— AIRLIFT:
The incubator
is lifted from
the helicopter
Aberdeen
Children's

Hnenital

* MOTH
The baby's
mother is
helped out of
the copter.

ER:

BUBILE

Children safe after mountain alert

AN air-and-ground search for a party of children
on a Sutherland mountain was called off last

niqhtWhe” the group turned up safe and on

“~§8yAt Mountain Rescue Team and an RAF
Lossiemouth helicopter were beginning to scour
731m Suilven for five London children and a
teacher after reports of screams for help.

The walkers were in a party of 28 children and
four adults from Chigwell School, based at the

EIphln Qutdoor Centre, Assx nt.
he alarm was raised by onhe of the adults who

had bee, walking lower down on Suilven at
Sufleag *Petween Glencanisp Lodge and the
Sugar Loaf Suilven mountain.

He alerted police at Lochinver. savina he
reard what he thouaht were children shoutina
for help.

| ater it became clear that the alert was
sparked by a misunderstanding after the party
split into three groups of two.

Police at Dornoch said two boys abandoned
the ascent and returned to the bothy. When
another boy wanted to return also, the teacher
decided he would have to accompany him. The
remaining two 16-year-olds continued to the
<limmit

The shouts heard at the bothy were between
the bovs at the summit and the pair lower down.
letting each other know everything was allright.

Massive Deeside hunt launched

HOPES were fading last night
for two men who vanished with
their light plane over snow-clad

Pilot Mr Mark Ives and his
19-year- O|dp p” Mr Ken
Ramsav. hnth Aberdeen.
failed to return from a training
flight over Deeside yesterday

maeceive gjr and ground
search, involving three RAF
helicopters and four mountain
teams. swung
anrtinn after the -_:. wara
reported overdue at 12.30pm.
But last night, with plunging
temperatur wdri
forecast }n Phe hIPd ﬁwe?e %ags

%I” no trace of the aireraft or
the men.

However, ¢ jves is an

experienced
have touched H(')lv% AR e"l‘ycOuld

glass-fibre aircraft is thouqht to
se strong enough to withstand
a crash-landing in mountainous
terrain.

The search area, believed to

hiundreds of s(]uaé'e
miles, was covered in snow an
mav hidina the, white-
topped two-seater plane.

The West German-built
Grob 115. - owned by Tayside
Aviation and used by Aher-
deen Flying Club - look off

O JILL GLENNIE and
JOHN MACDONALD

rﬁ\berdeen airport at

After striking bad weather,
the two abandoned their plan
tn £l to Inverness -~~~ va_
mained over Deeside practising
manoeuvres.

They radioed the club to say
they would return to Aberdeen
atmidday, according to Tav-

sideAviation manaaina direc-
tor Mr Lovat Fraser.

Their last radio s;j
10:47am put them a?g%?)oft
chorv.

Mr ives moved to Aberdeen
about a year ago to take up the
post of chief flying instructor at «

the flying club.

"He's 5 vansexnerienced
|Iot and there S eveé/ chance
hey could have madé a forced

landing. in the anen
where. said Mr Fraser.

NMr Ramsay.
vith a geological gng? snsr#l?n?‘n
vas believed to be almost due -

to slt his pilot's | C]cence
family. were toa distressed to
speak last night.

Twn Sea King hellcopters

from
LeaconflIEI%san a Vﬁessex from

RAF Leuchars were put in the
air at 2.30pm. Search and res-

cue teams from Braemar, RAF,
Kinloss. RAF Leuchars and

Grampian Police were sent out
%Fogr{a\gaaﬁgtlap ronintrucide
Superintendent Max \ag-
ace,” \wihn iheading the
ground teams, said a numrl)er of
people spotted the plane flying

over the area.
Police were last night inter-

viewing Ballater
had reported the siaﬁmg iWQO
hid t0 narraw down the

earch.
"The fuel would have run

between Rallater and Ban. ou} at abo%%&n}] but from the

ast sigl

plane would
have beenable to travt\elil%
tween 50-100 miles more,” said’
Supt Wallace.

*Because there have been so
many sightings it has been diffi-
cult to pinpoint an area to send
the mountain rescue out to.

About 54 men were involved

in the operation. Most were on
stand-by in the Albert Memor-

“al'bsqltt)'ng as they have stayed
near the aircraft, they have a
better chance of surviving.'
said Supt Wallace.

least e FeiicolfeMRANEL et
to continue the search at first
light today.




Divers search loch for plane

LONELY mountain-

shrouded loch near Royal Bal- TELyD AUSTAIR BEATON

moral estate has proved to be
the icy grave of a lost light

With wreckage from, the
overaue EBergeen r;])]ane
locatedearly on Saturdav at
Loch Muick. nearBallater.
searchers combed the shores
and slopes for any trace of the
two North-east crew at the
weekend

MI Riark 176, T Ty in

structor from Aberchirder, 4
Risir? kYFREPIS Aberdeen. en-

h h yesterd
be%gecso%eggm&gtf [ma er the

surface of the loch — a team
from Grampian Police under-

Newbhorn
baby 'stable’

after copoter
dash for op

NEWBORN babv _wac
"stahle" in Aberdeen Royal
Infirmary last niaht after a life-
saving operation.

The tiny boy was airlifted in
Aan innrithatar fram ' Dainmara
Hospital, Inverness, by an RAF
helicopter from Lossiemouth
only hours after being born.

disperagra tiffdriniganmnich
Impairs breathina and

needed immediate surgery.
His mother, thought to be a

woman in her early 20s from
StrathpelTer, travg[gé. to. Aber:

deen with her son,
-Right: The scene at Aber

deen' Royat Infirmary's

helipad vesterdav as 4 newr

barn babv in an incybator is

taﬁ(en ﬁom an RAF%&Ecop-
ter

water Search unit working s and
" racerof am @l sua to todiere

thanlikely location of the
aircraft that had \ __~ .\,
plunged into the ‘water the
previous day.

But with the loch believed to
be up to 300ft deep In places
and conditions difficulﬁ
being so far above sea level the
divers can encounter p 4.
metric pressure problems that
restrict aneratinns there
Were qrinnestinng that a
specialist deep-water team and
possibly remote-control under-
water vehicle may have to be
called in.

MBULANCE M

The two-seater plane had set
ayr from_Aberdeen Flying

the dark waters of Loch Muick

at 11.14am on Saturday by

ub at 'Dyce on' 3 raining (Sea King belicopter from RAF

’qg%g%eorn Friday.
radio signal came at 1&51;&@‘,«
from somewbere between Bal-!:
lude of 3, Batchory at an ali-
tude of 3,300ft.

A massive ground and air
search involving RAF rescue
helicopters was mounted after
the German-built Grob 110)

was nantified

12.30pm." The ﬁyﬁéﬁﬂgng
sive. wihita.
90R8¢] PIANE WA he £
snow-swept landscape.

Scattered wreckage of the
missing plane was spotted on

"Lossiemoutb.’ "sweeping "the

western shore area only a few
miles from the Queen Mother's
holiday home at Birkhall.

It appeared the pieces from
the glass-fibre aircraft had been
washed up on the shore rather
than being impact remnants on

thearaind Sonfipmation
seemed to come soon aiter witl

maoRa b, IacRtRsh ks
near the royal picnic lodge of

Glas Alp ‘Shiel. 4ndsome

flogin on the loch's surface.
OlICE were questionin
hill walkers a 9
Search operation around Loch
Muick — Page 2

Massive Deeside hunt launched

HOPES were fading last night
for two men who vanished with
their light plane over snow-clad
hills.

Pilot Mr Mark Ives and his
19-year-old i1 Mr. Ken
Ramsay, bOHHberGeeR!
failed to return from a training
flight over Deeside yesterday
morning.

A massive air and ground
search, involvj
heﬁcopfers amﬂgutrh %eoeunltqa%':
ranonadnaee quna into
artinn aftar the nair were
reported overdue at 12.30pm.

But last night, with plunging
temperatures :
forecast in the ﬁﬁ]g wgr\g%ggs
still no trace of the aircraft.or
the men.

However, Mr Ives is an

experienced pilot and could
ha\?e touched down safely. The

glass-fibre aircraft is thought to
be strong enough to withstand
a crash-landing in mountainous

The search area, believed to
cover hundreds of square
miles, was covered in snow and
may be hiding the hite-
topped two-seater plant

TDQWest Cerman-built
Grob 11S — owned by Tayside
Aviation and used by Aber-
deen Flying Club — tqak off

O JILL GLENNIE and
JOHN MACDONALD

IO’ZOanQberdeen airport at

After striking bad weather.
the two abandoned their plan

tol to Inverness and
mained over Deeside practising
manoeuvres.

They radioed the club to say
they would return to Aberdeen
at midday, according to Tay-
side Aviation managing direc-
tor Mr Lovat Fraser.

Their 1ast cndin ~inmat s
10.47am put them at 3.300ft
between Ballater and Ban-

chorv.
Mr Ilves moved to Aberdeen

about a year ago to take up the

post of chief flying instructor at

he flying club.

"He's Ayery experienced
pilot and there's évery chance
they could have made a forced
landing, in the _open some-
V\%ere. said Mr Fraser

r Ramsay, ici

with a gem)g?cyal fﬁ&%&@“ﬂ?n
was believed to be almost due
to sit his pilot's licence. (HAS

lamily were too distresse
speak last night.

Two Sea King helicopters

[0 hOFSIE TR et

RAF Leuchars were put in the
air at 2.30pm. Search and res
l%'jel teams from Braemar, RAF
inloss. Leuchars and
Gramplan%éllzce were sent out
to cover the i
around Ballater. countrvside
Superintendent Max Wal-
lace. who was beading the
ground teams, said a number of
people spotted the plane flying
over the area. N
Police were last night inter-
viewing Ballater people who
had reported the ng%uRgs ina

bid 510 narrow down the
search.

out AL EELHRUISLARYS tHE
ast siahtina the plane would
ave been able 10 (ravel De.

ween 50-100 miles more." said

Supt Wallace

Because there have been so
many sightings it has been diff-
cult to pinpoint an area to send

the mountain rescue qut to."
About 54 men were involved

in the operation. Most were on
stand-by in the Albert Memor-

"As long as they have stayed
near the aircraft, they have a

better chance S
said Supr Wallacd: SUViving.

The Ig;r%und teams and at
least orie helicopter were due

to continue the search at first
light today.

Children safe after mountain alert

AN air-and-ground search for a party of children
on a Sutherland mountain was called off last heard

night when the group turned up safe and on for hel

schedule.

Lossiemouth helicopter were beginning to scour
73Im Suilven for five London Cwqren and a
or help

teacher after reports of screams f

The walkers were in a party of 28 children and
our adults from Chigwell School, based at the

Elphin Outdoor Centre, Assynt.

The alarm was raised by one of the adults who sui

IR e R

BRI RESHRY
Ip.

Later it became clear that the alert was

another boy wanted to return also, the teacher

decided he would have to accompany him.
Wining two 16-year-olds continued to thEhe

had been walking lower down on Suilven at The ﬁlaouts heard at ﬁ}? bothly were between
the pair lower down,

Suileag, between Glencanisp Lodge and the the boys'at

Sugar Loaf Suilven mountain

e summit and

letting each other know everything was allright



From: Fliaht Lieutenant J T Prince RAF

'D' FLIGHT No. 202 SOUADRON

Helicopter Search and Rescue
ROYAL AIR FORCE
LOSSIEMOUTH
FI GIN
MORAYSHIRE

SCOTLAND

Telephone: LOSSIEMOUTH 2121 Ext. 600

1 Aoril 1992

All Aircrew Wives
'N' Flit 202 San

Dear WIfE,

PROPOSED AIRCREW WIVES SUPPORT GROUP

1 Following lenathy crewroom discussions and as  the anlv hachelor an the
Fliaht. it has fallen to me to write to vou and seek vour sunport for the
formation of an Aircrew Wives Support Group.

Life for the Aircrew has chanaed considerablv in the past few months:
the advent of Niaht Vision Goaales has areatly extended the potential hours
which will be flown at niaht. A further. deeper. chanae is upon up:
and Safetv at Work Reaulations which come into effect  at tha heninninn nf
Anril means that Aircrew will no lonner he ahle to have their meals
delivered from the Officers' Mess in

o  The Caterina Sauadron propose to supplv fresh rations and we will have
the 11se of an oven and a microwave in the Crewroom for olir evenina meal

ensure that the Duty Crew are properly fed reauires properly cooked food and
to this end | wonder whether vou would be prepared to take on and share this
task with nther wives?

others, maybe more.
Would vou let me know. as soon as possible, of vour views. Drop me a

line at the Fliaht or for an even auicker and __€asier response leave a
message on my answering machine on Fochabers 820178.

John thic



SUMMARY FOR MAY 92

N1 R137 called to a yacht aground on beach near Nairn. R137
remained on scene but yacht in no immediate danger until lifeboat

arriviar
GEAR LEIGH HOLMES JOYCE

01 R137 diverted from above to Benbecula for cover for R119 who
was assisting a FV taking on water. R137 RTB when R119 returned

from delivering pump.
GEAR LEIGH HOLMES JOYCE

N2 R137 scrambled to medevac poison victim from Wick to
Aberdeen Royal Infirmary.
PRINCE POLLOCK CHAPMAN AITKEN

N4 R137 scrambled to medevac pregnant woman and midwife from

Wick to Raiomore Hosbital.
GEAR HAYWARD HOLMES JOYCE.

NE  R137 scrambled to two girls cut off on sand bar east of Nairn.

Girls collected and taken to coastguard at harbour.
GEAR HAYWARD HOLMES JOYCE

Nne  R137 scrambled to medevac patient with fractured hip from

Icle nf Rarra tn Rainmnre Hn<anital
ANDERSON POLLOCK CHAPMAN AITKEN

0]  R137 tasked to search for Jet Ranaer nilot and 3 nax. Pilot
and passengers located east of Loch, Ruthven and lifted to RAF

Lossiemouth. safe and well.
PRINCE ANDERSON HOLMES TRETHEWEY

11 R127 taclkad tn caarrh far miccinn wallkkare in | attarawa
Fnareat area Snnn after search started walkers Incated and

liftad tn nnlire at Pnnlawa
ANDERSON LEIGH HOLMES TRETHEWEY

11 R137 scramhled tn RTA and 2 casialties with head initiries and

1 with minnr initiriec lifted and taken tn Aherdeen Rnval Infirmarv
PRINCE POLLOCK CHAPMAN BONTHRONE

14 R137 scrambled to deliver pump to FV 'Kinafisher' undertow by
F\/ 'Taranic
WILLSON LEIGH LITTLE ATTKEN

15 R137 tasked to standbv on Glomar Arctic One to cover RSV
'‘Grampian Otter" with fire on board. R137 stood down once

fire wa< well 11nder cantral
WILLSON LEIGH LITTLE AITKEN

16 R137 tasked to help vacht takina on water NE of Kessock

Rridne NAR as vacht enterina harbour on arrival.
PRINCE LEIGH CHAPMAN AITKEN

R137 diverted from trainina to female with broken ankle
on ton of Bennachie. Casualtv lifted to Pittodrie House for

onward ambulance iournev.
PRINCE LEIGH CHAPMAN AITKEN

16 R127 arramhled tn eliff faller in ravine near Glenatterach

reservoir Male castialtv with severe head initiries lifted to

Aherdeen Roval Infirmarv
PRINCE LEIGH CHAPMAN AITKEN

1 7 Tasked tn search for missinna walker in Cairnnorm MRT
located missina walker and R137 lifted casualtv and MRT to

Aviemore.
PRINCE LEIGH CHAPMAN ATTKEN

17 R137 tasked to helpb windsurfer in trouble in Morav Firth.

Casualty located and lifted to Nairn coastauard uninjured.
HODGSON HAYWARD BODIAM JOYCE

17 R137 scrambled to medevac nremature habv from Wie to

Raianore Hosnoital.
HODGSON HAYWARD BODIAM JOYCE

18 R137 scrambled to 2 missina hillwalkers in Loch Mullardoch
~w~~ Kinloss MRT were lifted and then Dingwall MRT but on

return to scene. walkers had returned safelv.
HODGSON HAYWARD BODIAM JOYCE

20 R138 alerted to light aircraft with non instrument rated
pilot above clouds. R138 shepherded aircraft throuah clouds

to land safelv at Lossiemouth.
HODGSON GEAR CHAPMAN JOYCE



22 R127 scramhled tn fallen climher nn Skve Casnialtv and
friand wincrhed fram cliff Friend left with Skve MRT and

casualtv taken to Broadford Hosnbital.
WATT MUNNELLY LITTLE BONTHRONE

23 R127 arramhled tn fallen climher in Glenrne \/irtim
declared dead hv MRT hiit eniilld not he lifted hecasiie nf
darkness and tiirhillance R127 ninht stnnned at Fart William

tn RTR next dav
WILLSON POLLOCK LARKE TRETHEWEY

22 R1128 divartad fronm traininn whilet at Placktnn tn recnver
initired climher and hrather from Sniirr Nlan Gillean Rnth

caaciialties taken tn Rrnadfard Hn<nital
PRINCE HAYWARD CHAPMAN JOYCE

n 2 R138 diverted from Tobermorv to fallen walker at 'Bad

Step' on Skve. Casualty + companion lifted to Broadford.
PRINCE HAYWARD CHAPMAN JOYCE

24 R138 contintied form ahove to a 4 vr old airl at Arisain
with pnetimonia. Girl lifted tn Rainmnre Hnenital
PRINCE HAYWARD CHAPMAN JOYCE

24 R1238 arramhled tn ca<iialtyv with nhstriicted ainvav whan
wiace liftad tn Rrnadfnard Hnenital Aftar natient had
stabilised. R138 transferred casualty to Glasaow Airport

far nnwiard jniirnev hv amhiilance.
PRINCE HAYWARD CHAPMAN JOYCE

nz R137 asked to assist Assvnt MRT locate missina walker.
Casualtv walked in safe and well. R137 diverted to different

taclk
WATT WILLSON LARKE TRETHEWEY

25 R127 diverted fronm ahnve ta lift initlired seaman with eve
iniury from FV 'Kookaburra'. Casualty taken to Aberdeen

Rnval Infirmarv
WATT WILLSON LARKE TRETHEWEY

27 R137 tasked to search for 2 missina walkers Loch Avon/
Cairnaorm area. Search carried o1t and walkers snotted 500vds

from MRT RV point. R127 RTR after wakers canfirmed <afe and well
WILLSON LEIGH BODIAM TRETHEWEY

28 R137 scrambled to 2 bovs who had fallen 80ft down a aorae
near (Gnlenie Thick tree canonv stonned winchina from _
helicopter so winchman walked to boys. R137 waited at Golspie

Hospital to transfer one seriously iniured bov to Raiamore.
ANDERSON GEAR CHAPMAN JOYCE

2N R127 arramhled tn mntarevele accident in Glen Cnva NnA
caznaltv with head initiriec transferred tn NDiindee Ninewells
GEAR HAYWARD LARKE AITKEN

30 R138 tasked from Plockton to recover initired soldier from

tha Criilline Cacnaltv taken tn Rrnadfard
HODGSON MUNNELLY HOLMES BONTHRONE

R13R tacked from Plackton tn recnver heat exhailisted casiialty

from Glen Coe and lift to Alcan Hills. Fort William for onward

intirnev hv amhiilance.
HODGSON MUNNELLY HOLMES BONTHRONE

30 R138 tasked form Plockton to recover bodv of nerson missina

for 3 months. Bodv taken to Cornach Hills.
HODGSON MUNNELLY HOLMES BONTHRONE



Spectacular Pennan crash



Foilir cheat death

In 100ft car plunae

3 men
airlifted
from
Pennan

* BILL PHILLIPS

FOUR men miraculouslv
acranad daath lact ninht whan
thair.~. 1.~ the rpad and
Aliinand mmarna than bt ab A
North-east village.

Three of the men were seri-
ously injured in the accident,
which happened at teatime in
the coastal community Af
Dannan

One of them fell another
100ft when he was thrown clear
of the vehicle as it careered
Muar an amhanbmant

A helicopter from RAF
Lossiemouth flew three of the
men to hospital in Aberdeen.
The fourth was taken by ambu-
lance to Fraserburgh Hospital
and later transferred to Aber-
deen.

All four occupants of the

silver Peugeot 205 Gti are be-
lieved to come from the Fraser-

burg}h area,

he accident happened at a
sharp bend on the road down
tnthavillage. The car qlid

crashify BFEHEI9BG nefiore

One of the men, thought to
have been thrown from the
rear window, plunged another
100ft at the other side of the
road.

An overlooked uphgn the

’(':ar cam%%)t

where th
rest.

The g[iv r of the vehicle
scrambledto -+ Haarhy

Pennan Inn to raise the ~alarm.
ropri 'R AL 1
Grgrsoogsa?ult at wasmgﬁgﬁ
anyone knew of the accident.
"No one heard a thing," he

said. "| was working in the
kitchen and never heard any-

thine just walked in and said

there had been an accident. He
was dazed and upset.
Mr Grierson' alerted tha
emergency Services and
nd a para edic

« Police trace the path of the wrecked Peugeot from the top of the embankment at Pennan to the road below. One occupant plunged farther

a serious condition, alti
tNenature and extent
Injuries was unknown.

The
stapiother three ara

nna hac rarlk

injuries, i
factured Ie%na%t r%a[ne&?:“alxﬂda

after he was thrown clear from the car.
More dramatic pictures by DUNCAN BROWN appear on Page 6

DUNCAN BROWN

Man
lkillad

In ridge
wialle
fAll

ALECTURER was killed in a
mountain accident in Wester
Dnce at tha woaland whan ha

slipped and plunged 150ft.

Mr Arthiir QRime (RR)
Me Arthir Cracrant
Maddictan  FAIKITK A canine
lectirer ~ 4 Glasgow Poly-
technic. had been walking with
hicwife_ Jessie. the An
Teallach ridae. near Dundon-

Catirdaus
slipped and fell on to rocks. It
is believed he died instantly.

The couple have three child-

The dead man's fall was
heard by a man and woman
who were campina at the Toll
an Lochain.

The man went to help while
the woman raised the alarm.

Scrambled

His bodv was recovered bv
the Stornoway coastquard heli-
cobter. which was scrambled
around 8.30pm to help Dun-

dnnnell in_ Rescue
Team, IedWMpmms Hume.
in the search for the couple.
Mre Qimehad triad tn
descend further down into the
Tollan 1 arhain
Teallach, but became stuck just
SOft from where her husband
lav.

STUDENT priest.

spent Siturday nisht stuck in

Cairngorms dressed in
shorts and training shoes, was
counting his blessings yester-
day after being found safe and
well by rescue services.

John Cudlipf  (26).

trainee priest from Edinburg
wafs airlifted ofgthe mountains
at first light on Sunday morning
b-S\E:'aKing Eo’al%([):p'feors—SIggﬁ1 Hl}p

unhurt,

Mr Cudlipp had been out
walking with two companions
on the summit of Cairn Toul
when he felt tired and decided
M mf._.yln _{,,\ th~ Sinclair

emorial site . ..~ | gjrig
Ghru.

But instead of following the
path, he took a short cut and
became stuck. His companions
raised the alarm and mountain
rescuers and a helicopter began
a search.



Stricken boat is

towed to safety
AFISHING boat which
started taking in water 70miles
east of Peterhead was being
towed into the town's harbour

The Inverness-registered
Kingfisher, with eight crew on
board, got into difficulties

shortly after 7pm and was
towed towards Peterhead by
the Inverness-based Taranis
fishing vessel which was also
in the area.

However. the Kinafisher
continued to fill with water
and a helicopter from RAF
Lossiemouth was scrambled,
which lowered a pump on to

A coastguard spokesman
said the water was successfully
pumped out and both boats
were expected into Peterhead
about 9am today.

NE fishers home - Page 6

Walker in
gorge fall

g IR RoSpal afeF 3166
feet plunge down a gorge last
S%f%’((ﬁéwiﬂ%ss, aged 22,

of Inverugie Road, Hopeman,
is reported to be in a satisfac-

condition at Aberdeen
‘Royal Infirmary after suffer-

in head anc_ient in'ﬂaepspiened
around 7%9{3@% inadra-

AR RS st
Ch%g {nlj?u%%%l%gﬁfﬁgd been
walking with a friend - Mr
vioion I IR

seilvaterfall, Bimic,
the ground gave way beneath

hime tumuled down a rocky
slope before landing near a
stream.

Companion Mr Ritchie
escaBed in'urg, and ran 1% a
nearby car park to raise the

alarm. ?7 '\/IAY

Sea King crew rises to the occasion

RAF LOSSIEMOUTH'S Sea Weal_her which forced the pilot

King helicopter crews have 10 climb above the cloud and

beeninvolved  many epic fog layer.

Ifiscue‘f] dtUWH 11;19 years \ bt Not to put too fine a point on
ear that a rather unusual one it, the pilot of the tiny 7anith

occurred over the Moray Firth was Ios’t)and. when his c):jmpass

the ather evenina packed, in he headed out to
A small privateaircraft en  ‘seq.

route from Kirkwall to Dundee

A Sea Kina piloted by FI Lt
. Tony Gear was scrambled to go
encountering unexpected bad

PRESS AND

to the aircraft's assistance and set sugicie}gt detail tn
another helicopter pilot, | | 1 .01 ° ©¢2 King aradar direc
John Prince, who alsn tion from Lossiemouth.
qualified flvine - .

. heliconter
arabbed Amnd mg\fﬁgﬁlijgamvaircraft ang?e ?t
Lossiemouth's air traffic con- safeh/ back through bad
tral toninr weather to a succeSsful landing

John opened up a chat-line at Lossiemouth.
conversation with  the Zenith

. . Another job well done by the
pilot to re-assure him that helg )
was on its way. He managed t Sea King lads.

2 $M41 92

18 mny.

Sea King
shepherds

aircraft to
touchdown

AN RAF Sea King, rescue

helicopter and Lossiemouth
A?r Tr f}ﬁ: Control combined

forces to go to the aid of a
small private aircraft in trou-
ble over the Moray Firth, on
Wednesday last week.

The Zenith aircraft was en-

Kirkwall
OiGee when the pilot asked
Lossie Air Traffic Control for
arcictanra
He had encountered uner-

pected bad weather in cross;
ing the coast at Banff and had

been forced to climb above
the cloud and fog level.
Fit Sat Shelly Gunter. the
Lossiemouth radar controller,
im directions <~ - -
wgr@ge]a and set himon a
radar approach for a landing
at Lossiemouth. X
ap-[)lf@d(fh' E@'Iper %;lgsegﬁeél%s
have compass trouble, and
headed back out to sea.
A helicopter, captained by
it Lt To Gear, was scram-
ElecHrom AF Lossiemouth.
At the same time, another
Sea King pilot and qualified
flying ingtﬁjctor, Flt Lt John
Prince, arrived in the air traf-
ic control tower, and opened
L~ aconversation with th
Zenith pilot to re-assure him
and get details of his problem
and his aircraft, which were
then passed to the Sea King,
An RAF spokesman said:
"Fortunately, thara Was
happy outcome, as the Sea
King. directed by Lossic-
mogth radar, met up with the
linht aircraft lad it
through the bad weather to a
successful landing at Lossic-

mouth.

29 mA/.



19 MAV 02

alarm

then taken to Aber

H

Four walk unhurt

from copter crash

Rescu

find

needle haystac
n K

SUMMARY FOR JUNE 92

Renart of vessel sinkina off Wick Fvtanciva caarch
nrind ccs e wien Oth&TEREE IVENt
FRRAPERAS K pan sonTHRONE

R137 scrambled to act as cover for Canberra inbound

BRISCELBRR ERAPMAN BONTHRONE
Comp A case moved from Kinlosa to Glasgow Airport
BONGELEGH S ERAN BONTRRONE
Search for missing fisherman in GlenCoe area.
pton a norning and ten to or conditions.
and Alica

GEAR MUNNELLY HOLMES TRETHEWEY

HODGSON MUNNELLY HOLA

14 Scrambled to mede

CAMPBELL HAYWARD LITI
ANDERSON PRINCE LARKE

20 Scranhled to fall
Rainn Cnirn tn Rainn
PRINCE CAMPBELL. LARKE

PRINCE CAMPBELL. LARKI

Qeranhlad ta inv
Vessel located and o
CAMPBELI. PRINCE BODI

al Qanamhlad ta 1ni

PRINCE HAYWARD BODI/
Aaranhlad tn fal

HODGSON HAYWARD BOD



SUMMARY FOR JUNE 92

_ 13 Scrambled to medevac 8 yr old boy with head injuries from
eport of vessel sinking off Wick, Fxtensive search Golspie Hospital to Aberdeen Royal Infirmary.
Qgrrl out but WIFA. R137N htﬁn dl}lert%dbt(? I’ep((j)rﬁ HODGSON MUNNELLY HOLMES JOYCE
othing found believed hoax.
‘é&‘?ﬁé@%@&&éb“‘&'ﬁﬁkﬂ BONTHRONE 14 Scrambled to medevac RTA victim with serious injuries
e R137 scrambled to act as cover for Canberra inbound from Broadford to Raigmore.

CAMPBELL HAYWARD LITTLE AITKEN
ta Kinlnce intranihla  A/C landed safelve
PRINCE LEIGH CHAPMAN BONTHRONE

Scrambled whilst training to RTA near Ballachulish. NAR.

. ) ANDERSON PRINCE LARKE JOYCE

06 Comp A case moved from Kinloss to Glasgow Airport ) )

for onward transit to Manchester 20 Scrambled to fallen climber with broken ankle from Garbh
PRINCE LEIGH CHAPMAN BONTHRON

B inn_Caoire to Raiamore.
I E CAMPBELL LARKE JOYCE
Search for missing fisherman in GlenCoe area.

stopped overnight due to weather conditions. ~ Fisherman

found in morning and taken to Police.

~ R137 called to lift exhausted 60 yr old walker from
GEAR MUNNELLY HOLMES TRETHEWEY

I Ea@Alt\/?PBREEIl_IEm-\%rI?E JOYCE
R137 diverted from above to search for missing climber Scrambled to investigate report of overdue vessel -lennie R’

in Three Sictare Search cancelled when climber found by Vessel located and occupants safe  and well and continuina on

6! MMRRRBLY HOLMES TRETHEWEY ERMBBELL PRINCE BODIAM TRETHEWEY

08 Scrambled to medevac heart attack patient from Dr

| : cramble ured walker in Stral
Grays, Elgin to Aberdeen Royal Infirmary. casual tyqftt (P X?C with suspecttlglr'(;{(en ankle. Casualty
GEAR MUNNELLY HOLMES ATTKEN B%\‘ 0,8l

Scrambled to medevac from Wick to Raigmore but then CERAARNRE BBB1au TreTHEWEY
Biferted to Aberdeen due to bed shortage. \Weather »a Scrambled to fallen mountain runner. Casualtv lifted ta
unsuitable at Aberdeen sogatlent +nl,~n 10 LOSSIEMOUth
or onward transit by ambulance to Aberdeen.

RN AYWARD BODIAM TRETHEWEY
GEAR MUNNELLY SPAIN AITKEN

Scrambled to pick up man with suspected appendicitis

from oil rig support vessel. ‘Magellan Sea'.
taken to Al erde n Royal Infirmary.
GEAR MUNNELLY SPAIN AITKEN

Scrambled to assist small boat in trouble near

On arrival, boat returning to harbour. NAR.
ﬁ&ﬂé‘%@ﬁq\nUNNELLY HOLMES JOYCE



RAF

cobnters
in three

racelino
calloiits

O JACKIE MACKENZIE

RAF rescue helicopters  were
rallad ant thraa timae an Qatur
day to attend separate North
incidents, including

died

Mr Matirice Mark obe
Pouind hurchend.

\Ainttan_iindar_| Edﬂﬂ ,,,,,
ter, was walking in the Cairn-
gorms with his wife Shlrlev

. Aallanand

Other walkers in the area.
e

Mastermlnd host Mr MaanS
Magnusson, and off-duty

member, Went to hIS ald

RAF rescue helicopter to Raig-
more Hospital. Inverness.
whara ha latar diad

In Argyll, an Inverness farm-
er was airlifted to hospital after

fallina 100ft on Garbh-

Fxhaustion
Mr Hugh Ellis Munro (42)
Fanan Danls irkhill

was rescued around 3om bv :
ea King helicopter from RAI

He was flown to Raigmore
Hospital, Inverness, where he
was detained.

And in a third callout.
RAF | nssiemauith_helicopter
went to the aid of a 63-year-old

I verh]éwhn had j collapsed
V\r/}th exLausnon in Torrldoﬁ

Mr Richard Hall. Keithhall.
was walking with three com-

when he collapsed i. SOOft up
Ben Liathach.

The alarm was raised at Glen

Cottace. -
har ~Ff '\Nlcbuh'sno Re and
Tomdon Rescue

RAF hellcopter

Mr Hill was taken to Raig-
more Hospital. It is understood
he later left.

1992

DISTRICT NEWS

Sea King swoops in at Buckie RNLI gala

« Above: This is the view the crew of stricken vessels get of the RAF's Sea King air-sea
_ rescue helicopters, here being demonstrated at the weekend's RNLI Gala in Buckie.

RESCUE

INMANnrin hAanta AllanAthan nitah

PRE

Walker airlifted

after holiday fall

UGOSLAVIAN holiday-
maker was in hospital last
night after falling while
hillwalkina in the Lairia Eilde
area of Glencoe.

The woman, who has not
been named, was a member
of a party of holidaymakers.

The accident happened at
2.40pm. An RAF helicopter
from Lossiemouth, with the
help of Glencoe Mountain
Rescue Team, airlifted the
woman. believed to be

uffering from an ankle iniury
o the West Highland
Hospital. Oban.



Rescuers haliled for saving 48 lives

A MAJOR sea disaster was averted by

the bravery of rescuers who went to the
aid of a crippled fish-factory ship off the
West Coast, an inauirv heard vester-

dagheriff Principal Robert Hay praised
rescuers as he gave a formal finding on
the deaths of four crew members of the
Russian-registered Kartli at an inquiry
at Port Ellen, Islay.

Procurator fiscal Mr lain Henderson
described the search and rescue as a
"textbook operation".

It had been carried out with "consum-
mate skill and outstanding courage in
the most difficult conditions".

The inquiry heard that a huge wave

mashed the ~w:—1~ Wheelhouse on
ecember 18.

Thanks to

emergency
services

Sir, - May | through your
columns ~ show my
appreciation for the work
carried niit by ninirlocal
emergency services.

On Saturday, May 16, our
youngest son. Andv. fell
dnwn  the  rocks
Glenlatterach, Birnie. and
sustained some very severe
injuries. But for the swift

ction ~fthese brave and
Enowlgdgeable eople And

night no longer be with us
Onlbehalf of mv familv
av 1 say a very sincere
affkgies ho gave onghsin

spot treatment, {0 the Elgin

iremenwhn_helped them
own the gully and to the Sea

Kl gRaHe A0 e
that others may be saved.

Too often it is taken for
granted that the emergency
services are there waiting for
~~ Can
never ewnlain what their
services mean to us. .
son's friendal\lllsa?ccﬁ;r?lf%?lﬂgr

coped with
‘s’}{ﬁgtiohngnd rgised the alarm
Soéligfwl must thank all
medical staff concerned
Foresterhill ~ Hospital,
especially the night shift staff

of Ward 40 on the night of

Hanll bk caimvda A

tha accident, their
understanding and kindness. -
Yours etc,

WILLIAM ROSS
The Cottage
Birnie
Bv Elain

The weight of water buckled the ¥2-
inch steel plates of the superstructure
under the bridge.

Three men and a 20-year-old woman
were killed. hiit 4Qwere rescued by
helicopters.

Trftiacbynasy BIGRSSSrRRRTL RS
~ ... said he was haulegr%%(gftgﬁe
sélggg]ﬁaggr h%eéjr%spppeégt?hem PN RN
which was attached to him.

Hehiina suspended SM - halnus i
aircraft and had to clamber hack

aboard.

SherifT Principal Hay returned a for-
mal verdict on the four victims.

He said the evidence indicated that the

Sea Kings
on 100th
call-out of
vear

THE Search and Rescue

helicopter 11init at RAF
Lossiemouth recorded its

100th call-out of the year

this week - but the mis-
s%n proved to IL)Je a gomo?e

false alarm.

"D" Flight 202 Squadron is
already on target to at least
equal its record-breaking
number of call-outs last year
- and has just completed its
busiest-ever May, Wit

™A Wednesday, the heli-
copter flew north to the Pent-
land Firth after Kirkwall
coastguard received a brief
radio message saying a boat
was sinking.

It was thought the troubled
craft might have been part of
the Round Scotland Inflatable
Boat Race which was in the
area at the time - but the
three-and-a-half-hour search
was abandoned as a "well-
intentioned false alarm".

On the return journey, the
helicopter flew to Wick har-
bour Where a 999 call had
reported a man drowning -
but this was found to be a

0ax.
'We are not well pleased

ith this lasf incident,'  said a
svggkés%a%\s%r %deeSlAR unit.

*The helicopter rescue ser-
vice is quite busy enouah

coverina a very Wirearea,
and it does not need this sort

of thing."

1,900-tonne ship had been navigated
correctly and there was no evidence to
suggest that any defect in the vessel had
contributed to the accident.

"It should be recorded that the loss of

ey bstantiall
'éféh{éPﬂQ& it not bebe%e%rs{ﬁe?mgpklgf v
sRuRgR dispiayed. And for the skl

He singled out the Navy and RAF
helicopter pilots and crews, the masters
and crews of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary
Oins and the Shell tanker Drupa and
crew of the Isla lifeboat.

Tha sheriff principal said the four

i a result of the
g[:%‘f\(’j(rennsim—b?\yvsodrlﬁgna ied at the scene

from multiple injuries, another man

died several hours later in hospital and
the woman drowned after falling into the

sea.

i h d tni
mil-@?rgrﬁ%ﬂgnn%%wgy I%R%%ugler?e
The Kartli was struck and immediately
disabled by a large wave.

i left adrift after the
su”ﬁ%%re taken off and ended up
on rocks off the coast of Gigha.

Two hundred tons of oil were removed
but her cargo of 400 tons of frozen fish

remains on board,grovoking complaints
from residents on Gigha about the smell

aWe%?gP Ir:lt)yr,]'a London lawyer for the
vessel's owners said there were plans to
salvage the ship.

on

Copter crews
hit the ton

RAF Lossiemouth's rescue

helicopter crews notched up a
notable century yesterday

When oneof the Sea Kinas

was s raml%]ed followina
report that a fishing vessel was

- difficult Pentland
Flrtﬂ, it wasYthe 100th mercy
call-out this year.
camn tima act vnar

the Sea Kings had answered 88
ralle con it canme mnara that
likely that last year's all-time
record of 225 _mercs\)/ flights will
be topped during 1992.

Infact. Mavwas a record
month for the helicopter crews
when they completed 36 mercy
missions -

With the Ministry of De-
fence expected within the next
few weeks to announce what

has been described as a maior
shake-up of airborne rescue
operations in the northern half
of Scotland, it will be interest-
ing to see what changes - if
anv- take place at Lossie-
mouth.

Statistics alone would tend to
point not only to security, but
to expansion.

Risset

BEAT

Praise for

racoriiarc

I HAVE received the followina
letter from Mr William Ross,
nf Rimie near %Ini , Wwhnse
vannaest san Andy (22), was
adlv iniured after fallina 80ft

dnwln nnrna tha
Glenlatterach racannir last

month.

He writes:

"M 1
column. be privileged to show
my appreciation for the work
carried out by our local emer.

"'BUt for the swift action of

these brave and knowledgeable
people, Andy might no longer

"On behalf of my family may
| say a very sincere thank you
to the Elgin paramedics inhn
gave on-the-spot treatment; to
the Elgin firemen who helped

downthe aullv; andtn
..~ RAF Lossiemouth Sea

King rescue helicopter boys
whn so often risk their own
lives in order that others mav
live.

m also wish to thank the
local police whn ~-~ always
ready and willing to help in a
time of need.

"Tondpf't_len it is taken for
granted that our emergency

services are there waiting for a
call, but words alone can never
exniamn whatsaaiv i imAn
meant to us.
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Rescue crews who
saved 48 are

praised by sheriff

A SHERIFF yesterday praised
the heroic efforts of rescue
crews who had braved mount-
ainniie <eac and gale-force
winds to reach 48 people from
a stricken Ukrainian fish fac-
torv ship off Islav last Decem-

r.

Sheriff-Principal Robert
Hay said the loss of four crew

1.900-ton Kartli
could have been substantially
greater if it had not been for
the work of the emergency ser-
vires

On the final day of the fatal
accident inquiry at Port Ellen,
Islay, into the tracedv.
Sheriff-Princioal Hawv made
special mention of the courage
and skill displayed by the two
helicoptercrews from HMS
Gannet at Prestwick and RAF
Lossiemouth \wha winched
survivors from the crippled
vessel and from liferafts.

He also praised the masters
and crews of the Roval Fleet
Auxiliary vessel Olna and the
Shell tanker Prina which
stood by at the scene. He
spoke, too, of the bravery of
the crew of Islay lifeboat who
scoured the area looking for
racnaltiac

Issuing his determination
into the deaths of three ship's

P Hand favnanla Ava,

member.the sheriff-principal

and immediately disabled by a
large wave at about 4am on 18
Haramhar an cha atnemad an o
southerly course nine miles

nr]rth-wps of the Rhinns of
Islay Lighthouse.” The wave

By Susan Dean

caused extensive damage and
wrecked the wheelhouse.

He exonerated the vessel's
urviving captain, Vladimir
ayduk, from blame, and said

that the ghinhad bheen il
founded in all respects. There
had been nothing to suggest
that any defect in her or her
equipment contributed to the

accident, he ruled.
He also formaﬁy found that

two of the men died on the
ship_ as a result of multiple
injuries while a third died in a
Londonderry hospital  from

hvpothermia. _The woman
drowned after falling into the

Sheriff Principal Hay
made special mention
of the "courage and
skill" displayed by the
two helicopter crews
from HMS Gannet at
Prestwick and RAF
Lossiemouth

sea at or shortly after the timer
the wave struck.

Earlier, the inquiry heard
dramatic evidence about the
helicopter rescues.

Fit S&t Paul Trethewey, a
winchman aboard the
Sea King, told the court that
he had been pulled out of the
hovering helicopter by fright-
ened crew on Kartli's violently
pitching deck.

The survivors, mostly non-
Enalish speakers, had mis-
understood his jnstrictions

and arabbed his guideline
which had been™ lowered
tha deck. The
winchman. attached
aircraft by a separate IirIQ hﬂa?dp
been able to break free and
attempt another descent to the
<hin
pilot, Fit Lt Peter Bell,
said he had found a group of
seamen huddled together in a
liferalt. He said he thouaht
they would have died if he had
found them half an hour later.
The lawyer representing the
Kartli's ~ owners,  Kerch-

btrom. sai t
o hat e RierRs 45!
the company +~ salvage the

wrecked vessel, which has lain
aground on Gipha since drift-
ing on to rocks there just after
the accident. o

According to Philip Wiggs,
bureaucratic delays in the con-
fusion. of the former Soviet
Union Republic were [‘lolding
up the arrival of the cash in
Britain.

The yessel. hiiilt in thA~
mid-1960s, had been in good
condition for her age, hefare
the accident it wacnaw
holed and would have to be
broken up, probably on site.

heen
reached with Scottish
salvagé-) operator to dispose of
the 385-tonnes of rotting mac-
kerel in the hold by removing
it and dumpina it at sea under
Government supervision jn
addition to the breaking-up of
the vessel, but nothing could,
go ahead until the money arr-
ived, he added.

CLIMBER IN
DEATH FALL

Man's horror wait
for copter rescue

* RAYMOND SHEWAN

A CLIMBER huddled for 12 hours on
an exnosed ledae after watchina in
harrar as his comnanion  falle — hic
death in Wester Ross.

Lecturer Graham Walker (40) was winched
off the moyntain by an RAF helicopter earl(y
today after his weak calls for help were hear
by rescuers.

He was located on a narrow ledge, frozen by fear
and unable to find a way down.

aa e . - .. .. ..—airlifted to
Raigmore Hospital, Inverness, suffering from shock
and hypothermia.

SRR

He fell yesterdag/ afaernoo
were descent
ing 3,484ft An Teallach.
The alarm was raised late

lact ninht hu a friand whan

I .
pre-arranged round of golf at
Fortrose.

Members  Dundonnell
Mountain Team
hanan a moun

. Arawm the

. P s
barely audible cries for help.
Because of the inaccessibil-

was. .
Lossiemouth tn winch
Walker off

Maanuhila hic
companton was
Iocatgc?ln a gully below

the sess |kt ieoveeeed by

The men had sefout or
Monday evening and reached
o Teallach
vactardav marninn

Thev were their
backdown the wea..meniv
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SUMMARY FOR JULY 92

Tasked to assist Dundonnel in recoverv of casualties

fram Antallach One casualtv lifted to Raiamore and one
hodv tn nnlice near srene
GEAR HODGSON LARKE TRETHEWEY

01 Diverted from trainina to transfer babv in incubator
from Wick to Rainmare
PRINCE WILLSON SPAIN AITKEN

02 Tasked to assist in search for missina man in boat
on |l ock Ness. CG found casualty app dead and R137 NAR.
PRINCE WILLSON SPAIN AITKEN

03 Tasked to search for 4 missing walkers in Glen Coe
area  En route to MRT. 4 walkers Incated and taken tn

Fort William safe and well.
WILLSON MUNNELLY SPAIN AITKEN

Scrambled to report of fallen climber in Glen Etive.
cacnaliv located on steen sided aullv and lifted to

Enrt \William
GEAR HAYWARD LARKE BONTHRONE

06 Scrambled to assist in precautionary evacuation of
Piper Bravo Platform. En route R137 instructed to RTB

with nn fiirthar action reauired.
PRINCE HAYWARD LARKE TRETHEWEY

07 Tasked to assist Skye and Kinloss MRT in search for
missing female near Sligachan Hotel. ~ After extensive
search nil found hut it was then established that the

missi gNwaIker had returned to car.
HODGS LEIGH BODIAM JOYCE

07 Tasked to recover climber with broken ankle to
Broadford Hospital and then divert to further SAROPS.
HODGSON LEIGH BODIAM JOYCE

Scrambled to recover crewman with crushed hand from

FV 'Ardeil' off Isle of Mull and lift to Glasgow Airport.
HODGSON LEIGH BODIAM JOYCE

Tasked to lift fisherman with stomach pains from FV 'Rival’

and deliver him to Aberdeen Royal Infirmary.
PRINCE SOUZA LARKE TRETHEWEY

09 Tasked on compassion%te (Jroundsto collect lady and child

fram Tomintanl area eliver them to Lossiemouth.
HODGSON LEIGH BODIAM JOYCE

11 Tasked to investigate sarsat hits on 121.5.  Transmission

traced to MV 'Varhelmar'.. Master of ships in no difficulty
and after all beacons checked
HODGSON LEIGH SPAIN JOYCE

12 Scrambled to report of hiker with ankle injury near Loch

Fnich  Casualtv lifted to Awemore
WILLSON SGUZALITTLE ATTKE

13 Scrambled 8i rescue young female stranded on island in

Loch Laaaen. rl lifted to rest of party on nearby shore.
CAMPBELL MUNNELLY SPAIN BONTHRONE

15 Tasked to transfer injured climber from Fords ~nf Avnn

both\{ato Glenmore '-Odﬁ, .
CAMPBELL MUNNELLY SPAIN BONTHRONE

16 Scrambled to report of flares just off Lossiemouth.
FV with engine failure located in no Immediate danger. R137

RTB when Buckie lifeboat en route
WILLSON HAYWARD BODIAM AITKE

8 Taske te collapsed walker near | .och Ericht.
ampere by |!1cl)|f? but cgsuaty ocated and pronounced dead

bX doctor on board. Rodv lifted to nolice at Kinalissie.
CAMPBELL MUNNELLY LITTLE JOYCE

19 Tasked to medevac male with head injuries from Kyleakin

on Skve to Aberdeen Roval Infirmarv.
GEAR LEIGH BODIAM TRETHEWEY

23 Tasked to search OSSI orest and lnral rliffe
for missino man Ing Oun d R137 RTB.
ANDERSON HAYWARD BODIAM TRETHEWEY



In brief

Injured Glencoe
cllmber airlifted

N RAF Lossiemouth search-
and -rescue helicopter rescued
an injured climber from
*Glencoe yesterday after he
"was reparted mlssm on
Buacl alhe Etive M

Glencoe Mountain Rescue
Team. was alerted shortly after
idni when Mr Douglas
-warﬁe%r}tﬂ). of Rutherglen,
i was reported overdue.
Rescuers found him on a
Iedge after he had fallen 60ft.

? climber was taken 10

ford Hospital. Fort
W|II|am with arm and head
injuries and was described

later as 'satisfactory"-

Fisherman flown

to hosnital

A BUCKIE fisherman was

airlifted to Aberdeen Royal

Infirmary last night from his
boat 130 miles north-east of
Fraserburgh.

Mr Victor Vass was taken
by an RAF Lossiemouth
rescue helicopter from the
Buckie-reaistered Rival

Hillwalker is

airlifted
AHILLWALKER was
airlifted bx ﬁ” RAF
LossiemoUth Sea King
helicopter after falling in the
Cairngorms yeslerda
London bank clerl
Martin Rowell (19) was
walking at the Fords of Avon
when he slipped on wet grass
and received a minor injury.
When he was unable to
complete the trip, companions
went to Derry Lodge,

Braemar, t t hell

Police cal %?8 for IgAF
assistance and Mr Rowell was
taken to Glenmore Lodge. He
did not require medical
attention.

| Nnat
fichar

had
'"heAart
fliitter<s'

A BUCKIE fisherman plucked

frmmn tha nAnAAntar

minutes after p unglng over-
board had already drowned, a
fatal accident inauirv at Dor-
noch heard yesterday.

M William John Geddes
(46), a share fisherman on the
Buckie-registered prawn boat,
Amethyst, had suffered heart
flutters moments before.

Skipper Ronald Grant, from
Buckie, told how Mr Geddes,
26 Pringle Court, complained
of his heart "giving two jumps"

scoopina prawns into
baskets on deck

it happened on March 11
12

wihan tha

miles offshore from Loch-

inver
Vanished

Mr Grant uraed him to lie
down helow deck. hit Mr
Geddes said he felt better, and
continued working.

vanished
Whl|e the glqpprerpv?z?s briefly in
the engine-room and Mr Grant
immediately sent a mayday.

CAnN RAF rescue helicopter
An avarnica in tha araa ninlkad
up the body just 100 yards from

Patholoaist. Dr Rosalind
Rankin said it. seemed that Mr
Geddes had suffered from
heart trouble. The “fluttering”
might have caused him to lose
- andfall over-
board.

Sheriff Donald Booker-
Milburn found that Mr Grant
drowned after probably falling
into the sea.

RAF man hnnniired for storm reccriie

By JAMES McKILLOP

AN RAF helicanter

Lossiemouth, who in De-
cember helped to save
seamen whose strlcken
factory ship Kartli was
fanndarina Aff lelav wiac
esterday awarded
>,/Alr ForceyMed tha
the
Russmn vessel was Lis
by a freak wave. But for
aqe of 34 -year-old Flight
Seraeant Treth-

would have been much
higher.

full storv of his
part in the rescue opera-
tion was revealed yester-

davin his cnatlon
H

S
helicopter, normally sta-
tioned gf Lossiemouth,

She was in danger of
foundering and was mov-

treme sea with the bow
nitchina thronah60ft
and rollina throuah 30
degrees.

When the Sea King ar-
rived at the scene, one
crew member was spot.
tad in A lifAraf

Despite ap Ralllnq con-
ditions, in :which he was

~a~~ several times, Fit
Sgt Trethewey managed
tn hnard tha lifaraft and
Lein~a - casualty
safety.

The Sea King then ap-
nrananhad tha Liicnian
vessel gandthe airman
volunteered tn low-

rescue the %hocked and
disoriented crew.

be Io

tinn nf tha chiv ha incict

e hpmol~ fourth
This onewas

PrestW|ck when |t was
urina
hanre af An Na uccessful

cember 18 to assist in the
Kartli rescue 75 miles

The wea hf
area was appal I‘mg with

vnin chawmare

mg and the sea state was
viary
The ~--~ which had
Ieft Shetland bound for
ulgana was drifting

|ng hit by the freak wave.

L~ adminictarad firet
aidto crewmember
with eeverse head
rac At tho cama tima ha
despatched uninjured
but shocked, seamen

and casualtv were
winched on board.

A trancfarrina tha
injured man to a hospital
in Northernlreland, the

scene and again Flt Sql

THE =+ ~—~

RAF

RESCUE

Flight Sergeant Paul Trethewey, who has been awarded the Air Force Medal for his part as helicopter winchman in
rescuing survivors from the Russian ship Kartil In the hazardous conditions of a December storm

Trethewey was lowered
a liferaft to recover
At that time he had
een an operatlonal
months
thefatal acmdent
in~inc at Port Ellen
atf the hpnlnnlnn of
Iactmonth, Sheriff-Prin-
rinal Dahart Hav eaid:
h(‘llll(" he recorded that
the loss  life miaht

24 SLIN S2

have been substantially
areater had it not been
for the work of the emer-
gency services.
"All played vital roles
in carrvina through to a
conclusion a
ceem —ta and havardane
search and rescue opera
tion at nightand in ad
venditions. and weather

In additinn tn the

award to Flt Sgt Treth-
ewey,the Queen's Com-
Serwc‘e‘ln th A|r was
awarded to F?ght Lieu-
c;a;fAls cz;pAt;ilnA o
Fliaht Lieutenant
Q'mm Hndacnn tha ra-ni
lot, and Sergeant Steve
Larke the winch opera-
7|r OfﬁcprCommand-
ing-in-Chief's commen-

dation for their part in
the rescues.

Fit Lt Bell is just now
on a sponsored walk be-
tween the Lake District
and Cape Wrath in aid of
thn Candleliahters.
children's charity.

In all, the rescue ser-
vices saved 47 crew mem-

ISR
vessalthat night. Tha
Kartli is still lving off
Gigha
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24 Scrambled to alert on Beryl 'B' platform. Qhnrthy

after alert was down-graded and R137 instructed to  RTB.
HODGSON LEIGH SPAIN BONTHRONE

24 R137 initiallv tasked to lift casualtv from Raiamore
with lea complications. R137 then informed that casualty

wniild he travellinn  hyv eivilian air
HODGSON LEIGH SPAIN BONTHRONE

25 Tasked to lift mountain bike casualty with head

iniuries South of Laira Rainmaore
ANDERSON SOUZA BODIAM JOYCE

29 Scrambled to medevac woman with heart problems from

Raiamore to Edinburah Airport.
PRINCE SOUZA LARKE JOYCE

30 Scrambled to search for missing sailor who had

ashore after engine failure of his small boat. Fxtensive

search off Dounreay carried out with nil found.
GEAR ANDERSON BODIAM TRETHEWEY

30 R137 tasked to medevac female patient from Fort William

to Rainmare
GEAR ANDERSON BODIAM TRETHEWEY

Called to search for 4 overdue walkers near Glenshee.
All 4 located safe and well and R137 lifted them to

Kinniiggie
HODGSON CAMPBELL LARKE JOYCE

Scrambled to capsized sailing dinghy near Pennan.
boat had lifted sailors prior to R137 arriving.

confirmation of no i Auries R137 RTB.
HODGSON CAMPBELL LARKE JOYCE

'l heard my brother slide away"

\/ain hid

TN cAave
climher

AWARD-WINNING Scottish
iournalist NMrlain Walker
miunnad A1l It ta hic daath An
Wester Ross mountain as his
brother desperately tried

grab him q Grah

raha

WaIEéSr g{)o[%é/bflmg horror o
seeing him disappear over the
edge of a cliff fac

He tried to catch lain's hand
but could not reach. Then he
attempted to lower his |eq for
his brother to get hold of.

"The next thing, lain said 'l
am going' and | heard him slide
.'-F]wav Then thnrn wiae

ump," said Mr Walker.

Fife-born lain (48) was walk-
it bin ket
Teallach  naar Dundonnell.
when the tragedy happened on
Tuesday afternoon.

hin_
chgmg[rv Iec%r%) “at the Insti-
tute of Technology, Dundee.
huddled on a narrow ledge for
ours in a state ck
w% u|s brot%er ay eag?n a
gully below.

Experienced
Executive editor of the Mail

0 SEhasRyPEHEI-PiHPUAA)
Surrey, ...~  experienced
(‘llmhpr - accompanied

Chris Bonninaton  An
Himalavasexpedition four
vegys ago
© was "Munro bagging"” -
climhin w~ovomininn nor
3.000ft- with Graham who
liiae at 7 Taryat Gardens,
Cunar, When bad weather
fos ﬁ in around 1pm and they
ot into difficulties.
g .~~~ had spent
Monday nlg?_ht in a bothy on An
Teallach. They set off for the

At At Aam ~n TUESAY.

« JACKIE MACKENZIE
expecting to be in Fortrose in

P GARIRROB IR Rkt
Main, a friend and former col-
Ieague of lain's. ‘Ween thev

not turned up by 8.15pm,
Mr Main raised the alarm.

Realising - would not
make the summit. tie palr de—
cided to t rn for hom
lhe mist. I ey wandoered' off lhe
narrow, descending path on to
dangerous terrain.

Graham became stuck
anainsta rock ledae and..
unable to help, could only
watch in horror as his brother
slipped and fell to his death.

Around 10 h

und 10 hours later, his
faint cries were heard by Dun-

donnell Mountain Rescue team

Moments

SPEAKING from his hospital
bed yesterday where he is re-
covering from

haustion. Mr Walker recalled
the circumstances which led to
his brother's death.

soup.daid:alis was likepea

until the cloud
cleared.”

» 1..Walker added: "After
some time. we decided to trv
and get below the low cloud to
A~ oadhAara A A -~ ot
got disorientated.

"Before we knew it. we were

~~we~--nath and lain
decided we shouldgton
cause we were on steep-sl oplng
ground and we had slipped a
couple of times."

My Walker said he was
having trouble getting round a

| nal~a  BOF ther
PRI
Walker because of the inacces-
sibility of the ledge

Sea King helicopter from
RAF Lossiemouth winched Mr
Walker to safety about 2am
He was taken - Rainmara
Hospital, Inverness, stfferina
from hypothermla

\Miallonw 4

P A Y

Markmch and beganbhis jour.
listic car
?ﬁ omson ofelﬁundee serving
the Inverness, Forfar and
Montrose offices. He returned
to Inverness in 1967 as reporter
with the Scottish Dailv Mail.
He wm appointed rewe
ﬂnm— hl e Mail nn Stindav
when it was launched 10 years
ago and rose to become execu-
tive editor in 1990.

before a
tragedy

hintboulder. be%aluse of his
rucksack, lain advised him to
take it off and throw it down.
Then he changed his mind and
asked him to slide it down in
case he was knocked over.

‘Mr Walker took it off and
slid it towards his brother. but
it went past him. Then there
was silence and a thump.

- - -~ reach down and
catch his hand, but | couldn't
reach. | then tried to lower my
leg for lain to catch. But if lam
had got a hold of it. | think we
would both have gone over.

"The next thing, lain said 1
am going' and | héard him siide

awav.



Daily Mail, Thursday, July 2, 1992

Death

LAIN WALKER, executive editor of

the Da|I Mail's ~i

i Ty
to gmde his brother

He slipped over a sheer

30 mles, SCOTLAND
~+~v DADEr tlf‘le
ft T hic
n W%qe trying napoo
to safety.
rock face after they

ettty 1 BEk S18Rhold, HCpra

(Beahaoh olitARRAE BRIy tor}?erl?JOWm HlaR up.

INVERNESS

ﬂg:q‘g%ersaﬁﬁ“éﬁp“p"e'ﬁ Journalist dies in

raham's view,
ds ewnrlinm
AONF+

near
o~
Highlands.
Graham, = was enflhe
Tan e pIC kets hafore

amund

hellcopter crew.
Last night, frombh%?

hid to save hrother

mist.' A mountain rgscue
By ROGER SCOTT team, alert

Torchllght Ringied om Caring campaigner: lain Walker

tAan ctnnn 10r -~ 4=

i, P d o ot stopping. . L Kinn
sapen foodhd 2500 stuck. aggain Efo?%ny Gear mched
lecark - | ithi fewfon
do | Taesdagiown. v nicksark - hgglow WIRIN  face befare
went strajaht DaSt
 Scots-born | ain. g and then there "~ YHRERTDR hed
Boning! Hima- silence followed Y ham

ton
told his less ex%en-
enced hrnthar

hb Jd their steps
to below cloud level.

find enough

ns@lmé ofaﬁﬂé@lblce on  praise those

find me,' said Graham.
'Seconq% laterangitig Walker Ieaveﬁ or

Clare, ,daug A
Jost.' there. | reache d out Kirchs =~ ﬁ/lnrq son An
at Dundee Insti- ~ »vs X drew.
tute of Technology. . washmstlain hoose
von v remn
Pinto mn ' heather and shouted, i, + and  WBHIIRYS Scotlana:
rocky around that was disappeared <<+~ +e-

Radiq ham to resciie
as girl falls in pass

AN INJURED Enalish school-
airlifted fram tha

radin ham near Inverness,

%\ER@J up NANPURS and
alerted the police.

But the identity of a hiker,
who Probably used a small
hand-held CB transmitter as he
walked the famous Pass was
still a mystery last night.

VICIOpIa gumgf)ﬁsm?npaqr?m

L eeds. was in a party of 14
students from <t Michael's
Colleae. | eeds. wWhen she

Aviemore with a teacher and a

« JOHN VASS

stumbled and injured her ankle
coming down Braeriach.
The hiker, who saw she was

in pain and unable to continue
after her fall. transmitted a
rangcsg\geer Frﬂhg‘hope it wcnnds

beéiﬁlkfc’ﬁ it B\'/as and and it was
relaved to police. _ who

HuRGBlEckaH RS Casan
MHB girl was airlifted to

fellow student and treated at
the medical centre there.

The party was on a three-day

hike through the pass,
crosses from Braemar to near
near Glenmore, 1he trek was
due to be completed yesterday
afternoon.

Cairngorm mountain rescue

unit leader Mr John Allan said
police had told him about the

radio call, which he understood
RGPS RLPIEEA ReR
ness.
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the mountain

TRIBUTE TO AFIGHTER

Last night Mr STEWART
Editor of The
ﬁlgi:l\é%'\gunday, paid this
personal triowe.
lain Walker, who became
R one of the first people

he Mail on Sunday,

was hugel important in its
subseqﬁen succe: i

a remarkable ability
to deal with complex issues

AR,

a
uge au |ence IS wrl?ngs

an= aplh v, m rakpg
issue and almost

Ilterally rattle the windows of
the soul. No one can doubt

or example, that hi:  +»en--
luring the Rochdale satam
ahuca case fOr Which he was
named Campaigning

Joumz-[\llsl of the Year, was
ournalism at its very bes

reRwYsSRETY il

researched.

There was no subject he could
not handle, hut he dealt best
ibpRnsiae by Aan IhSAE Y

Walker cared, and cared
d@ rﬂly and it was this which
RS, Ve baleved I the
x'hﬁ,m’opgumahsts atn
|nas
BPHRRBEY Shange nos,
is campaigns he succeeded.
His early death is a tragic loss

trade of journalism
which he loved. What made
him so special was that not
was he a writer, he

was a fighter, too.
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DISTRICT NEWS

Bravery award for winchman who
risked his life

tN A/ caamMmaen

AN RAF Lossiemouth helicopter winchman is
to receive a top bravery award for helping to

save the lives of 16 Russian seamen after their

vessel had been damaged by a freak wave off
the West Coast last December.

Flioht Seraeant Paul Trethewey (34) has
been awarded the Air Force Medal for his
"outstanding display of professional skill and
personal courage in very dangerous circum-
stances".

Four of the 52 crew members of the 1900-
tonne Soviet factory ship Kartli — including a
20-year-old woman - died when a huge wave
smashed throuah tha wheelhouse Airina
atrocious weather conditions 75 miles west of
Prestwick. ] ) X

The Lossiemouth Sea King helicopter, which
had been based at Prestwick on operational
duties, was first on the scene during a five-
hour rescue mission which eventually involved
six RAF and Royal Navy helicopters and an
RAF Kinloss Nimrod.

The SeaKinq s pilot, Flight Lieutenant
Peter Rel |q1 he awarded the Oueen's
Commen atlon or Valuable Service in the
Air- and co-pilot Flight Lieutenant Steve
Hodgson, and winch operator Sergeant Steve
Larke are to receive commendations from the
Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief for their
part in the December 18 rescue

When the Lossiemouth Sea King reached the

* ALASTAIR BISSET

scene, the Kartli was foundering in a 50-knot
aale. with the bow of the vessel continually
beina thrown up 60ft in the mountainous
seas.

One survivor was spotted in a liferaft and,

desg) %the aé)daalllng conditions, in which }l]:?

merged by héavy seas several times,
Sat Trethewev manaaed to get on board and
bring the casualty to safety.

It then took four attempts before he could
be lowered safely on to the deck of the pitching
vessel where he found another crew member
with severe head injuries, and immediately
administered first aid.

Awinchman with only nine months opera-
i I experience, 1 Trethewey then
s't?p%?wseg?he transfer éwme oPFﬁ %Xartll S
crew to the Sea King before he and the casualty
were winched aboal

After transferrlng the injured to a hospital

H Northern Ireland, the Sea Kin retLimed 18
the scene. Again FI Sgt Trethewey was lowere
to a liferaft to pick up more survivors.

His citation states that, despite the appalling
conditions, he immediately volunteered to be
lowered to both the vessel and the liferafts
“fully conscious of the very real risks to his
own safety".

RAF
RESCUE

« Flight Sergeant Paul Trewethey ... awarded the Air Force medal

PRF
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

HONOURS AND AWARDS

AIR FORCE DEPARTMENT
Whitehall, London SWIA 2HB
The QueEN has been graciously pleased to approve the following
awards-

Air Force Medal
Flight Sergeant Paul Leslie TRETHEWEY (H8119883) Royal Air

'I::%%ef\'Sergeant Trethewey was winchman of the SAR Sea King

Helicopter crew from D Flight 202 Squadron which was scrambled
from HMS Ganner at 0420 hours on 18th December 1991 to assist
the Russian vessel Kartli which had been damaged by a freak wave
75 miles west of Prestwick. The weather in the area was appalling;
heavy rain showers, a 50 knot westerly gale and sea state 8. The
aircraft launched at 0505 hours and, during the transit, it became
apparent that the Kartli was drifting without power, in danger of
foundering, and that an unknown number of the crew had

ab@w%'?ﬁgaﬁrg?the scene one crew member was discovered in a
liferaft and, despite the appalling sea conditions, Flight Sergeant
Trethewey unhesitatingly volunteered to be lowered to the dinghy to

recover him. Although he was submerged by heavy seas several
times, Flight Sergeant Trethewey managed to board the liferaft and

bn?ﬁéhaﬁr&agﬁ%gﬁoc%asf%gwith the Kartli which was drifting beam
on to the weather and moving violently in the extreme sea; the bow
was pitching through 60 feet and the ship was rolling through 30

unhesitatingly

JBRiRSered i IoFURIE SETE%RRK o Il {RY shocked and
disorientated crew. A first attempt to lower him directly to the deck
was foiled by the extreme motion of the ship. A further two attempts
to steady his descent by use of a "hi-line" were frustrated by the
inadvertent actions of the ship's crew; at one time, their frantic
efforts pulled Flight Sergeant Trethewey from the aircraft and he fell
several feet before being arrested by the winch wire. Nevertheless, he
insisted that a fourth, and successful, attempt be made. On reaching
the deck be discovered several clearly shocked and frightened crew
members and one casualty with severe head injuries. Flight Sergeant
Trethewey immediately began to admininster first aid to the injured

man and prepare him for lift. At the same time, he was able to
organise the dispatch of 8 uninjured crew to the Sea King before he
and the casualty were lifted to the aircraft. The Sea King flew to
Ballykelly to transfer the injured man to hospital and returned to the

scene in daylight when, again, Flight Sergeant Trethewey was

lowered to a liferaft to recover a further 6 survivors. .
Flight Sergeant Trethewey has been an operational winchman for

only 9 months. Despite the appalling conditions prevailing that
night, he immediately volunteered to be lowered to both the vessel
and liferafts, fully conscious of the very real risks to his own safet){1
By his personal courage and calm and professional actions Flight
Sergeant Trethewey was instrumental in the saving of 16 lives. His
brave, selfless conduct throughout a long and physically exhausting
sortie was in the very highest traditions of the Royal Air Force.

Queen's Commendation for Valuable Service in the Air
Flight Lieutenant Peter Adrian BELL, (5204248) Royal Air
Force.
For his outstanding courage, leadership and flying skill resulting in
the saving of the lives of 16 Russian seamen following the disabling
of their stricken trawler in atrocious weather conditions.



SUMMARY FOR AUGUST 92

N4 search for report of missina vacht in the Clavmore

Finld  Area searched with nothing found.
CAMPBELL LEAMING LITTLE AITKEN

N5 Continuation of above search.. A6 man dinghy was
observec} wﬂﬁ 1 survivor who was winched to Peterhead.

ANDERSON SOUZA SPAIN BRAGG

05 R138 called to continue above search and 1 body

siahted in water. lifted and taken to A.R.I.
CAMPBELL LEAMING LITTLE AITKEN

nReport of dinghy adrift off Nairn which turned out
to be an inflatable alligator with was recovered.
ANDERSON SOUZA SPAIN JOYCE

na Diverted form training to hang . idar nilat i

near Golsnie. Casualt Agféed to G(ﬂlsple hospltarﬂ'.I tred

ANDERSON LEAMING LARKE B

Search for missing walker with Kinloss MRT.

search unrealistic due to weather conditions and at
dawn casua%ty found safe and well by MRT and taken to

GEAR MUNNELLY LARKE JOYCE

Report of man fallen into a gorge at Foyers.
arrival R137 informed casualty had walked to ambulance

with paramedics.
CAMPBELL HAYWARD BODIAM TRETHEWEY

13 Scrambled to 2 males stranded on rock at Randolphs
Lean. Both casualties delivered safely to Police on

riverhank
CAMPBELL HAYWARD BODIAM TRETHEWEY

14 Scrambled to SARSAT hit on 406MHZ off Fraserburgh.

FV contacted b}\/‘ Aberdeen CG, in no distress, R137 RTB.
GEAR SOUZA SPAIN TURNBULL.

15 Transfer stroke victim plus husband from Raigmore

Hospital to Edinburgh.
WILLSON CAMPBELL BODIAM JOYCE

15 Tasked to medevac female with internal bleedina from Wick
to Aherdeen Roval Infirmarv
WILLSON CAMPBELL BODIAM JOYCE

16 Diverted from training to fallen walker on Angel Point,

Cairnaorm._ Casualtv lifted to Raiamore.
GEAR SOUZA SPAIN TURNBULL

16 Diverted from training to heart attack victim on Ben Nevis.
Casualty stretcher lifted off mountain and then transported by

R137 ta Relfard Hosnital
GEAR SOUZA SPAIN TURNBULL

16 Renort of nerson vellina from cliffs near chalt t
Cliff area searched and talk with hiker who thoug%t?wenﬁeeap °

vallina hiit nathina fannd - MRT reaniest no further g6tion
GEAR SOUZA SPAIN TURNBULL .

18 Scrambled to regort of sailor with kidney stones. Casualty
lifted and taken to Aberdeen Royal Infirmary.
GEAR SOUZA SPAIN TURNBULL

Scrambled to fallen climber at Whaligoe Steps.  ~aq11alty
ggggagggzgvﬁgr@mﬂgﬁﬁnd doctor on scene and taken to Raigmore.

Scrambled to missing walker in Glen Coe area, with MRT from
Kinloss. During search hiker spotted by MRT member, lifted and

GEAR S83I00-5RG HA%S0LL

Scrambled to SARSAT hit on 243.0 in Peterhead area. Source

area found to be NW corner of Peterhead harbour.
informed and no further action required. Aberdeen CG
MORRISON MUNNELLY LITTLE JOYCE

Scrambled to fallen walker on « _ " .
casualty reported in cloud and MRT wMg%e%tb%%I Qﬁ %%Un@iﬁ, arrival
who found casualty and R137 lifted tp Broadford before onward

WanspAtation, byt haspita) fecided to keep patient there.



Sarahiea to medera wonan satterine cantiac faiture fron
SHermeS 70 Sainburah. Casualtv « medical team taken to

sambanah ané mdteal team back to taveress.
BONES NONSAY LITTEE ATTEN

222 sombied to Meiahter Sea Reefer aaround on rocks
R137 Parted 12 crew to Peterhead.

25 Samarbied Arom Daleroes to Stre to pick up  Kintass NRT
and take to alterate crash on Jara. On retiirn R137 forced
no mie orecaltionarv landina at Raiamore Hosbital.

ONCE MINSAY LITILS ATINSY

25 3250 soranbled to renort of fire on Bruce oil nlatform.
#I5T recEiled es no assistance required.
BORISON BENARD BODIAN TESTHENEY

25 Scrubled to iniured fishermen on "FV Unitv" near Forties
~~l~ Casurity lifted to Aberdeen Roval Infirmarv.
TUSH MNNELY SPAIN AND

X7 ernated tn nederacr rnad cncident victin fran
Zonathard to Hanaor Southern General.
FUDASON HEYARD BODZAN TRETHEMEY

20. Directed frun trainina to take heart attack victin fros

Imes annuth heach to De Gravs Flain.
FINE MINNELLE LITTLE AITRES

3D Scentied to nederac casualtv with bead iniuries fron
In Travs to Sherisen Raval Infimarv.

30 Scaled to search for missing yacht on Cronarty Pirth.
Tacist found and no farther action negaired.

PONCE MONIELLY LITTLE TRATERNEY

31 Intaniled to pederas woman in premature labour fron Wick
20 Relaore Icenital.

It's Crocodile

Lossie!l Pete

snaps him up

SCRAMBLE the
chopper  ---+
i 1
MAKG S0PV or
to RAF conter winch-
man Pete Jovce and
his crew after a report

frmanma NlAaivia ¢t
Ry Rsheine
airhad

Rt when the
Lossiemauth team
arrived Off Findhorn
Rav Peate 34, was

winched down to find -
%a%vce&sflgg inflatable
Said Pete: "If it had

heenan ardinans

YRp ML RaNeE

to make sure there no
more false alarma

"Ruitthis was one
far the hnnk It nn-nne
claims it, we'll keep it
as a mascot.”

Picture: IAN JOLL



Couple lost but son Is
saved In yacht riddle

SCUL

Il Survivor Stewart Ogstoa arries at Longside by helicopter

ATRAGEDY at caa WAN
plunged in mystery last night

middle-aged couple
were lost with their vacht oft

North-east cPast durina a
rovmge of a'life

ThaAir 27-vear-nld son
survived 5nd was plucked from
a literat vesterday afternoon
after deitting 30 hours.

N1r Stewart Oaston
could shed no light on tha
catastronhe which etrirls
they sailed to Fraserburgh trom
Norway,

His father. lan. and stens
mather | ie a teacher in her
30a, Were lost on Tuesday as
thav abandoned their boat
after the mystery accident in
moderate weather conditions,

Stewart was unable to tell his
racriiare \what CAUSEd+hh ~

tragedy, apart from saying he
heard a "big bang

Awoman's body was later
recoveredand last niaht
RAF Nimrod and the coast-
quard helicopter fram Sume
burah were searchina for Mr
lan Ogston and any trace of the

yacht.

milestiagr@d or one sil

A search for the 32tt yacht,
Drummer of Hornet, from Port
Edear on the Forth, had boen
launched ~.~» Tuesday amid
wowina fears for the West

Lothian family
mavdav frAamtha
Contessa-class vessel was beard
Sy a radio operator on a Clay.
mare oilfield platform at 9.40
that morning,

Comhina_ a 2,100 square

mites. RAF andCoastquard
eliconters were inined b an
PAE imrad Sea conditions
wero said to be "moderate”

The search was called-off as
darkness £~llandreciimed
again yesterday at first light.

But it was not until vesterday
afternoon that the tiny liferatt
with Stewart aboard was spot-
ted by an RAF Lossiemouth
Sea King helicopter,

Some tima gfter he was
winched to safety, the woman's
body was spotted. It is believed
to be that of his stepmother.

Stewart, who lives in Calder

* MIKE BEAUMONT
and BILLY PHILLIPS

Gro e, Edinbur flown
ongsf1 e gll’fleﬁiﬁ near
?g]p?g ‘in a white blanket,
he was able to walk from the
helicopter into a waiting ambu
lance and Was taken 1ntha
nearhv Ugie Hosbital for a
check-un.

He was treated for shock and
remained overnight. Stalt des
seribed his condition as "come
fortable"

RAE heliconter cantain
Flight Lieutenant Jim Ander
son, said Stewart was "remark-

ahl/_well considering
ordeal

The airman added: "Ho had
been in the dinghy for around
30 hours but he was fine. ahle
to speak and fully coherent,

A member of the helicopter
crew had spotted the dinahy
and a fiaure in it wavina to
them,

Fit Lt Anderson said there

was nn Sian of invthina M+

anyone else in the area and the
sea conditions were moderate
at the time, How the tragedy
hAaAdhappened iarmentin
unknown.

Ha <aid Stowart had tald
them he had b en elow deck
and had hear ang", but
did not know if a Iarge wave or
object had been involved

He had aone up on deck.
realised something was badly
amiss, and tried to pass a life-
lacket tn at least nne of the
other people on board.

Stewart hadthan jumped
intnthe self-inflating I|feralt
hut had|ngt cinht ~f tha
others. o

Mr lan Oaston. in his 50%
and a brewery drayman. was
one of the Bast Coast's most
experiencedvachtsman. who
for years had extensively sailed
the often-treacherous waters
around Scotland.

He was vice-commodore of
the Port Edgar Marina and was
social convener, of this vear's
Bast Coast sailing week
Granton.

vsaWYS208 ..iin
K 86, 8852Y

e Driimmer of Hornet when she left Ranff in the
Stavanger race last month.

The family were on the last
lenAf A five-week yoyane
havmg taken part in the Danti
to Stavanger race,

Last night, a friend of the
Oastons. Edinburah news-
paperman Mr Stowart Bovd,
said: "lan was an excellent
sailer, very strong and verv
avnarianrand

Theremust have been a
sudden disaster because there
in nnway something like this
could have happened through
negligence or lack of sea know.
lodge.

"They had been looking for-
ward to the trip for a long time.
lan had managed to get five
weeks off work so that he could
take part in the race and iz
was on holiday from her Edin-
burah school.

« Police and coastquards last
niaht condemned the "totallv
irresponsible” hoaxer whnse
mayday call launched a search

osting over £37,000 off the
Vest Coast, A helicopter, life
boat and Mallaig fishing boats
were involved in the fruitless
niaht-lona hunt



RAF crew rescue
colleague in fall

AN RAF helicopter crew from
Lossiemouth was last night
rallad ant tn racciia a foncaviia

who had fallen more than 30ft
down a Caithness cliff.

Glen Ballard was winched up
and flown to Raigmore Hos-
pital. Inverness, where he is
being treated for a broken right
leg and back injuries.

The accident occurred as the
22 unar Aid v n
threeothers climbed the hie-
Anim e~ s Whaligoe,

Ulbster, which zia-zag
down the cliff-face.

Scrambled

Itis believed that halfway up

the steps, he left the pathway
and and tried to clamber up thé

grassy embankment.
Ha lact hic halanca whan a

R AR R RGe

C IAIN GRANT

An RAF Lossiemouth heli-
copter was scrambled after the
alert was raised by one of the
nthare in tha narhs

Pantland coastquard also
mobilised personnel and
liinshad \Winl, Uahnat thaninh
the search was stood down after

arrived and
winched Mr ballard aboard the
chopper.

nolice ---+----- said:

"He was very lucky that he fell
"I he had fallen a few feet
the opposite way, he could have

gone right over. X
A spokeswoman at Raigmore

caid Mr Ralard wac in a ctahla

condition.”

Daredevil in alider
plunge on hillside

i i 1,000ft above Golspie on Saturday after losin
NORTH daredevil Mr John Ross survived a control of his hang-%lider in turbuleynt Wealher.g

weekend crash-landing in his hang-glider — two
davs after smashing his pick-up truck in
"demolition derby"

Mir Ross (27), of Balclaggin, Rogart, Suther-
land nliinned inta the <ide nf Ren Rrannie

It
sum

h

iralled just after he tnnl nft tram the
it, the second of six fliers.

Hic predicament .
mal.arMr lan Vass, Skitten, - -~ e

ercu v instrument

airborne. He radioed
for help to a light aircraft over-
head.

Pilot Mr 1ohn Kinch, ~f
Delny, ‘Easter Igoss, alerted air
traffic controllers at Dalcross
Airnart . - whn
contacted the ambulance ser-

The ambulance became
bogged down ~:~ the -
mountain track, but the crew

d

than 30ft, his fall broken by a
small retaining wall on the

seaward side.

Charity helper dies on Ben trek

A FUND-RAISING effort for

a children's cancer charity
ended in tracedv vesterdav.

spg%Q«:@egfshetlarr\"ée I‘%%rys t?erk
gsoéle%%%%qh @é‘éﬁ"\‘"eag tourist

path. )
He was Mr Leslie Bearcroft

(AN ~rmintimira )
Ropers Farm, Lonadonhill.

Mr Bearcroft was airlifted by
RAF Lossiemouth elicopte

ORI
William, where he was found

« NEIL MACPHAIL

His wife, Ste, had watched
wihila a nirea With 15%53%;8’1‘(
fried to revive A A
witl (tihe kiss oﬁiPe. "

The helicopter and Lochaber
Mountain Rescue Team were
alerted by the farrier with
qmu% swhe nnvad o maadin
telephone jn case nf
gency.

For the past week the group
comprising seven children and
11 adults have been travelling

tammt i With A stretcher and
gave Mr Ross first-aid.

Concerned that he miaht
havn anl initing \
cided with police to bring in an
air ambulance.

Mr Ross was transferred by
RAF helicopter to | awson
Hospital, %)J?Splev hut went
home after a check-up.

Therescue helicopter
diverted hyvcoastguards +~

rhanls a ranart fram tha NAar
noch Hotel that a big inflatable
dinahv- -+ arounded in the

firth _ith +l~~ occupants
N N . threshing about in the water.
\wifiadha sihe P Rertiddgies #d heir base at Invergaap irned tn

Thin tiimad At 4a A An
Aberdeen Llniversitv sea-
mammal racaarcrh taam tanninn
seals to monitor their move-
ments.

1 anlbaamia in Children Trust, It was the second rescue mis-
with sixof thechildren riding sion the RAF helicopter was on
) yo the Caimgoms to take
The organisers were Scots-“to the )
born William Renwick and his Climber who injured his back to
wife gm Ulvers Croft Shet- Raigmore Hospital, Inverness.
land Pony Stud, in Leicester-  The first alert was~nthe
who are well known in  Cairngorms . .
Shetland pony circles. Cairn Toul, where Stuart Burn
Anolice snokesman said Mr (18) Edgeworth, manchester,
Bearcroft had been walking received a hack inim\, affer
with the group when he col slipping and falllng while walk
IaapssEdgThemed his way, Mr sun at losin )
. was flown to Raig-
he said abandoned the more Hospital, Inverness.

TwWon In
Morav

rivzar
rocrliio
Arama

POLICE have issued a warning
aftar han man wiara airittad ta
safety from a beautg spot on
the river Findhorn yesterday.

Joiner_Mr I_:rancis Bell (26),
65 WWhie i or RATIANAY-
trician Mr lan Biggs (25), were
caught by a massive surge of
water -+
Rand%l h's Leap, Qix =it~
from FoRes, as ﬂPey att'eympted
to cross the river throuah the
narrow gorge.

Mr Biggs reached the safety
of the opposite bank, but his
colleague was stranded on an

exposed rock as the water rose
more than a metre in less than

Dangerous surges

An RAF Lossiemouth heli-
copter from 202 Squadron was
called to the scene by ~police
who were alerted by the men's
wives.MrsElizabeth Bell (23)
and Mrs Karen Biggs (22).

The twn men were nlucked
by helicopter to the safety of
ha hanls 2N miniitac latar cnfo

fering no ill-effects.

Randolph's Leap has already
hann tha —ocis Af fatalitine
The riviar Findhorn's
Aannaraiie « force
larae rises jn _theriverlevel
within seconds, as tons of water
squeeze into the narrow gorge
created bv a rock wall.

Grampian Police stressed
that the area is dangerous and
urged visitors to keep to the
paths and stay away from the
water's edge.

Yesterdav's incident
followed a nerind when the

water level was low, exposina
rocks which appeared to give a
convenient stepping-stone
crossing.

A member of 202 Squadron
rescue team said that although

tha AanAaratinn had not eel
especially difficult, it requaredn

ial handli "
SPRAR c%nlﬁc'{hqt get the heli-
copter in low because of the

v trees. Around
200ft of cable was put out ang

the winchman was lowered
down to the man trapped on
the rock," he said.



River surge traps
man at beauty spot

SUDDEN surae of
water left a Moray man
stranded in the middle of
the River Findhorn at a
popular beauty spot last
week.

Grampian Police said that
Forres man Mr Francis Bell,
aged 26, was in "extreme risk
of being swept off the rocks"
when the river a..and inen
spate at Randolpb's Leap.

Mr Bell, 65 -Whitemire,
Darnaway, and friend Mr lan
Biggs, aged 25, of Oxford,
were visiting the gorge with
their ff Elizabeth

and Mi

Bell aged 23 rs Karen
Biggs, aged 22 on Thursday.

The two men were walking
across the river using rocks
exposed by tha lwar
water level at about 4.15pm
when the incident happened.

Mr Biggs crossed safely to

the other side, but Mr Bell
found himself stranded at the
midway point as the river
surged into spate - its level

rising over five feet in less
; than a minute.

Mrs Bell alerted the police
in Forres, whn called in
belicopter from RAF
Lossiemouth.

Not able to get low into the
aorae. thehelicopter crew
lowered around 200 feet of
cable and plucked both men,
who were uninjured, to safety
on the east bank.

Salvage bid on cargo
ship off till todayv

EFFORTS to move a 2,800-ton
cargo ship from rocks near the
entrance to Peterhead Harbour
were abandoned last night.

An investigation by maritime
experts revealed the hull of the
Antigua-registered Sea Reefer
was holed on a large rock.

It is expected another effort
will be made todav to tow the
vessel off the South Head, but
locals feel the salvage crew may
be wasung their time.

rL istorically,
boats that have run aground
here do not usually come off in
one piece. This one does not
IQn#( any different from those
efore it.

salvagecrew had been
standina bv with a tua to trv
and free the vessel, which ran
aground in treacherous condi-
tions at 9.30pm on Saturday.

Airlift

Her 22-strong Egyptian crew
were airlifted off in a delicate
operation two hours later, ;_
volving two RAF rescue beli-
copters from Lossiemouth and
Boulmer, in Northumbria.

No one was iniured in the
incident, but the master, whn
has not been named bv either
the Coashguard or police, is

inderstood to be in Aberdeer
Royal Infirmary.

He is believed to have taken
ill after the rescue. which was
co-ordinated hv  Aberdeen
Coastguard.

Peterhead auxiliary coast-

« KEN JONES

A MAJOR land. sea and air
search has failed to find anv

of ber teal
HREGRHEmaSha on 4 Tohing.
tri

n.
Mr Graham Thompson (27)
was last seen at lunchtime on
Sunday when he set out from
his home at 10 Achaphubuil.
near Fort William.

A part-time creel fisherman,
|\ar Thompson had

eck on creels laid betweer
Stronchreggan and Trislaig Bay
in Loch Linnhe.

His small boat was later
found aground, hiit with ite

engine still running, near the
mouth of the River Lochy.

I neal fichermen and
boatmen, supported by a coast-
auard heliconter frnm Stor-
noway. searched the loch until
nightfall.

The air search was resumed
early yesterday by a helicopter
from RAF Lossiemouth \yith

O JOE WATSON and
FIONA McPHERSON

guard officer Mr Jim Buchan
said the rescue was relativelv
simple.

had been dragging and the
master tried to correct his posi-
tion.

"Ha could not, however,
hold the vessel acainst tha
current and the tide, and she
went aaround," ha ~~id

Mr Buchan said conditions at
the time the crew were airlifted
off were sliahtlv better than
they had been earlier in the
evening. .

"Rainwas the main prob
lem, but it was a fairly straight-
forwardo eration, involving
seven auxiliaries,” he said.

The - taken tn
Peterhead | mnbefore being
trancfarrad
Fisherman's Missionand then

A e ban dalaan
they spent the night.

The crew were allowed back
on board the ship to collect
their belongings and through-

It was very stormy at the
time the ship struck the rocks
and waves were crashing over
thevessel - losina
some of its bunker fuel.

nv <aid: "Wae
musl save the l;:mal we will not

live without it." .

It was understood the ship's
Copenhaaen owner Was
Peterhead last night watchina
the salvage operation.

Itis believed some at the
rﬁon-eﬁsential crew mav

0ss Pﬂm uth halinantar

pllot Fi |g t Lieutenant Tony
Aid- were

called out because the scale of

operation was thought to be
considerable at first.

He said: "She was a large
ship with a fairly large crew on
board.

“She was stuck hard on the
rocks with the tide aoina out.
but there were pretty big waves
hitting her.

Meanwhile earlier on Satur-

Patarhand
guartg monltored the progress
of a Russian klondyker's life-

A1t vesterday thousands ~f boat as it tried to reach its

cople flocked to the harbour':
Jdarth Pier tn see the vessel
The vessel's chief engineer,
Mr Fouad El Deriny, said they
had | hann
Peterhead to load frozen fish.
Thev were then headina for
Aberdeen before continuing to

Mexanddl rlrnh irninn

_i1 vessel .~ adverse

umaflr\nr randitinne
n Aberdeen Coastguard
spokesman said yesterday the
nat'e wwere eventually
dissuadrcr:from making the at-
temnt at 5.40pm and were
transferred to other vessels in'

Hhn harhaor dntil Hha aianthar

eased.

| och search
faile tn finAd

teacher (27)

members of Lochaber Moun-
tain Rescue Team scouring the
lochside.

Police raised Mr Thompson's
creels from the loch, but again
nothina was found.

Eyemouth-born Mr Thomp-
<0n tAanl/,»  technical
teaching post at Lochaber High
School three years ago. It was
his first teaching appointment.

Yesterday, staff at the school
wninen t~n distressed to speak
about the incident.

MrThompson, wha has a

wife, Mary, but no family, was
a well-known fiddle and guitar

player and played with a local
band.

Police are now asking loch
boatmen, analers and peonle
walking the shores to contact
them if they spot anything in
the water.

A spokesman said that at this

stage it was not proposed to
resume the search.



SUMMARY FOR SEPTEMBER 92

03 Diverted from trainina to search for missina hill walker.
Whilst denlovina Kinlnss MRT R137 informed walker found safe

and well R137 ferried MRT back.
HODGSON SOUZA SPAIN JOYC

06 Tasked to medevac casualtv with serious iniuries from
Wick to Aherdeen Roval Infirmarv.
HODGSON HAYWARD CHAPMAN TRETHEWEY

N Niverted fram trainina tn renart of red flarec \W nf
Fraserburgh.  Durina search R137 informed hv CG that flares

had heen fired hv children on share
HODGSON HAYWARD CHAPMAN TRETHEWEY

NnNScramhled to RTA near Keith.  R137 landed on road and

lifted casualtv to Aberdeen Roval Infirmarv.
HODGSON HAYWARD CHAPMAN TRETHEWEY

13 Scrambled to take person with severe food poisonina off
RSV 'Can Seeker' and transfer tn Aherdeen Raval Infirmarv
WILLSON MUNNELLY SPAIN TURNBULL

Scramhled tn enllansed walker in Strathearn area R137

lifted casnaltv and naramedics to Rainmaore Hosnital
GEAR MUNNELLY SPAIN TURNBULL

17 Tasked tn assist with RTA at | nch Shin Nn arrival
amhiilance crew hac racnialhy raadv tn lift 10 Raiamore.
HODGSON PRINCE CHAPMAN ATTKEN

20 Tasked to search for 2 missina walkers at Glencne
Walkers found en route to deplovina MRT tired but well

and taken to police R.V.
CAMPBELL PRINCE CHAPMAN TURNBULL

21 R137 called to trapped canoist in River Spev.  On arrival

canoist on river bank, lifted and taken to Dr Grays Elgin.
HODGSON CAMPBELL LITTLE TURNBULL

22 Diverted from trainina to assist Lossiemouth and
Burghead CG with boat which had ran onto rocks near
Hopeman. Casualty ashore so no action required.
WILLSON SOUZA CHAPMAN ATTKEN

24 Diverted from training to uplift medical staff from
Raigmore prior to liftina nreanant woman with severe

bleedina from Wick to Raiamore.
WILLSON HODGSON LITTLE AITKEN

2R/ Scrambled to assist Glencoe MRT recover person flashing

light from Aonach Eagach. Stirvivors sinhted almost
immediately and winched onboard then taken to Glencoe MRT.
ANDERSON MUNNELLY BODIAM JOYCE

2R/ Scrambled to assist Leuchars MRT in search of missina
21 vr nld male Prinr tn arrival at R\/ cacnaltv Incated
WILLSON SOUZA CHAPMAN ATTKEN

A= Tacked tn lat linht eparch far  source of torch SOS

with Glencoe and Leuchars MRT. Nathina foiind
WILLSON SOUZA CHAPMAN ATTKEN

28 R127 called tn cearch far 2 mis<inn walkers nn Kintail
A< R1237 arrived walkers arrived cafe

R137 shut down at Plockton for night due to bad weather.
WILLSON HAYWARD CHAPMAN TURNBULL



Soldiers in river rescue

TWO Soldiers Wadeﬁ waist
dhoen Sy ERRIS 6 19SLe”
colleague after his canoe hit

a half-submerged tree

O BRUCE TAYLOR

i Craigellachie to
BXEFISEAQMh when he it the
tree about a mile north of the
Fochabers road bridge.

; aged 30 . rigged up
e TRBRS o i e robY SRS e ang
aded ani
canoe hapef nhaBtne bank.
: i police spokesman said:
AH@ mm@dﬁaﬁtﬁ/aﬁgelcn'ﬁ( "The water was waist deep.”

HQldand Rhackeds rar
Lossiemouth Sea King helicop-
Gray's Hospital.
FIoin dier WO has not
named, wa: nnt de-
tained. X .
Lidielicantancoaigel UGt
the soldier had been trapped

fr\'ﬁHSFé %yag"g%?%f water in

Fisher falls P+5
into sea 23$48 92

AN RAF Lossiemouth Sea
King helicopter and local
coastguards were called out
last night after a Burghead
fishermen fell into the sea
ahaiit a mila aact ~f
Hopeman.

Mr George Sutherland (47),
FyYoung et et ee:
boat which had grounded on
the rocks earlier in the day.

At that time he had been
unable to refloat the vessel
and returned to the scene last
night.

While trying to get a line
aboard from a dinghy he fell
into the water.

His plight was spotted and
the coastguards and helicopter
were called out.

Mr Sutherland managed 10

Lossie copter
airlifts sick man
A 28-year-old man experienc-

. cirkneae and severe
Wfihac paﬁlswasyesterday

irli Royal
Fnlilrlrfrtlggy roenbﬁljédggﬁ in th)é

North Sea.
Jilne man was taken off the
Seeker.
1
ﬁWHPXé”e’SE{‘of Aggr'deen. by
a rescue helicopter from RAF

i darrived at
ROSIBSHS Iy AREP A

Friends 'tgrié to aid
of stricken canoeist

A SOLDIER taking part in
an Army canoeing exercise
wae dramatically rescued
from the River Spey on Mon-
da The rescue services were

alerted at lunchtime after the
un-named 30-year-old sol-
dier's canoe collided with a
tree in the approxi-
matelv a mile north of the
Fochabers road bridge.

~nldiny manaaded to
free himself from the canoe,

then became trabped
it the tree.

Two of his comrades, who
were part of a partv of six
canoeists. then waded into
tha waict daar  water and
helped the man to the bank
with the aid of a rope.

search and rescue Sea
Kina heficonter RAF
Lossiemouth thentanl the
canoeist, who was thought 10
be suffering from shock and
bypothermia, to Dr Gray's
Ho_?_ﬁital in Elgin.

e man was found to be
uninjured, and was released a
short time later.

the.miner arim ,‘lf_'e was luc
he was al5ig % keep his hea
above the water
"He was, coldand shocked
flew him *~ =~~~
/1 We
\‘I,Vlygln.

Athar heliconter

crewmen | gsonmlwhg{r%an
Master |rc1_oadr‘nasterTony

i p oOperator
ThymbrA R wineh.d Opera-
tor Ted Little.

Spey canoeist
is airlifted

A SOLDIER was rescued from the River
£+, canoe
%ﬁ%wm&"&é‘%ﬁ’%h merged tree.
Two colleagues helped him to safety
~ftar wadinawaist-deep intn the fast-

flowina river. .
The 30-year-old soldier, --+- hasnat

begaragRe ndNESHAFHEH By A L

pital, Elgin, where he was released follow-
ing a check-up.

« Up, up and away

the Fortuna after the exercise.

... helicopter winchman Master Air Load Master Tony Turnbull is winched back into the helicopter from

Morayv Firth fishermen's

survival training

RVIVA| ini
TeRYnen halrainingfor Matsear
Losslemouth's search-and-rescue helicop-
ter Night.
An exercise off Buckie Involving
trawler and a Sea King helicopter has been
hailed a big success.

It winched 20 skippers and fishermen in
pairs from the boat in the first exercise of

organised b¥_ North-east
Fishermen's Joint Group Training Associa-

» tntal ¢ said Buckie-
bagé‘a‘?reﬁnlRgaofﬂ%'éfﬁ?ﬁawarda g‘mlh"\

mact Hina wis nava dnans an

exercise involvin 3 helicopter and the men
were really elated about ii.

It was aimed at showing the men what to
do if they needed helicopter assistance.

"Trained men will always react better in
an emeran_ency situation,” said Mr Smith, a
former skipper.

_ Buckie skipper Mr Jimmy Grieve loaned
his boat, Fortuna, for the exercise
skippers and fishermen Involved were from
the area from Buckle to Whitehills

strER@eelisapieinrersiaspare or he

gets a lift

Coastguard sector officer for the Lossle

mouth grea. Mr lan Fairbairn, helped
organise it.

skippered bny%‘ﬁ’e baai—Ghaieko
involved
2 smith, who was also winched up

sald: "lt was a satisfactory day and
we are grateful to the RAF for their co-

The helicopter as pilot Flight
Il'lful'{g}nn%%ohncampbew (_:o-pl||ot Flight
Sergeant Clive Chapinan winch operator

Master Air Load Master Tooy T



SUMMARY FOR OCTOBER 92

03 R137 scrambled to report of smoke on oilrig Brae 'B' red o <sing deaf airl walki . o
with 205 POB. 25 Tasked to search for missing deaf girl walkin N of Loc
Recalled g route. Comond Missing walker located on steep slope, airlifted

WILLSON SOUZA LITTLE ATTKEN
and takenton R \V P
GEAR PRINCE SPAIN TRETHEWEY

04 Scrambled to report of exhausted walker in Cuillins.
After intensive search MRT located walker and R137 lifted Scrambled to report of 2 missing walkers on Ben Nevis.
casualt)( to Sll%hacan Hotel. : !
CAMPBELL. HAYWARD BODIAM TURNBULL Casualties located on ledge up gully, lifted and taken to
Fort William where AC shut down to engine problems.
~~Scrambled to lift man with loss of feeling in leg from CAMPBELL HAYWARD SPAIN AITKEN
oil tanker 128 miles W of Lossiemouth and transfer to Dyce. . . .
28 Scrambled to medevac infant with respiratory problems
and woman in premature labour + 2 midwives from Wick to

PRINCE CAMPBELL CHAPMAN AITKEN
NQ Diverted from training to injured sailor aboard HMS Raiomore. @ - oDIAM JOYCE
Lindisfarne.  Casualty with injured "pinkie" taken to Dyce.
HODGSON SOUZA CHAPMAN TURNBULL . . . .
28 Scrambled to red flare sighting in Kessock Bridge area.
Search carried out with nothing found.

Scrambled to report of 121.5 beacon in Peterhead area. WILLSON SOUZA BODIAM JOYCE

Feasennagal ffice at harbour. - Faise alarm.
Scrambled to medevac RTA casualty + doctor and nurse
. f Wick to Rai .
11 Scrambled to fallen walker in Loch Mulladroch One CAMPBELL MONNELLY SPAIN ATTKEN
casualty and companion airlifted and taken to Raigmore.
ANDERSON HAYWARD BODIAM JOYCE 31 Scrambled to fallen climber on the 'Five Sisters'. Kintail
2 £ Scrambled to oulrig West Omikron' in difficulties under MRT had already located casualty when R137 arrived. Casualtv
ulric ik in difficulties u ; ; i s
tow N of Fraserburah. 28 Eeogle lifted to Fraserburgh. TG0 AR AN [BKERP  Raiomore.
CAMPBELL HUMPHRIES CHAPMAN ATTKEN
) N 31 Scrambled to search for 3 missing walkers in Dubh Loch,
15bScrar(;1bled to mekdevac baby with suspected meningitis. I achnanar. R137 deployed MRT, refuelled and returned to
Baby and parents taken to Raigmore. Rallatar  Due to deteriorating weather conditions, .
called off until Ist light, but missing walkers walked fit
. . PP i i i
16 Scrambled to search for overdue walkers in Loch Torridon ~in L0Slz_gr?]otnfhnhraertgglljsdbgoaltolggg?egd%ﬁg%ﬁp&#@f Lossiemouth
CAMPBELL MUNNELLY LITTLE ATTKEN

araa  After arrival, casualty walked in safe and well.
ANDERSON WILLSON SPAIN TURNBULL.

20 Tasked to medevac serviceman with brain haemorrage from
Raiagmore to Aberdeen Airport. ~ Whilst at Aberdeen, PLB TXs
were received and R137 carried out homing checks.

PRINCE MUNNELLY CHAPMAN TURNBULL



27 airlifted in rig drama

TWENTY-SEVEN oilmen were last night
airlifted from a North Sea rig when high
seas and heavKlwmds threatened to sweep
it towards the North-east coast.

The non-essential personnel were taken
off the West Omikron oilrig while it was
under tow off the Buchan coast.

The rig was eight miles north-east of
Fraserburgh when the offshore installation
manager decided, as a precaution,
evacuate part nf tha craw  \yinds were
gusting up to 50 knots and there was a 7-
metre swell.

~ e~~1 King helicopter from RAF

Lossiemouth made two trips to ferry 27

Ben I\IIQVE%

safe and well
found Sate bix 20 SeieeEye
after a night on Ben Nevis in
white-out conditions.

A Sea King helicopter from
RAF Lossiemouth spotted Mr
John Hughes (30) and Miss
Karen Hughes (25) in Five
Finger Guily where they spent

the night in bivouac bags after
losing their way,
IThe pair, who live in
Glasgow.
Belford HoYpIRfakeR ©
William, suffering from the
effects of cold.

cause there was a lee shore only eight miles

* TIM PAULING awavih ~OIM decided wanted to

: evacuate the rig. T ~.~
crew to Fraserburgh. Eighteen were left on |n|ur|es to  anyone on board or on the

hnard . helico
The rig was being towed by two tugs, Once the tide changed last night, the rig

North Valiant and  the Far Senior. | ast was being towed farther out to sea. The

niaht Vi
Maersk?:ﬁghrc% 6}," w‘ia\rsn R el?‘\an'/'g)? Fn[,&he ibi?gg;idh%rtew were on standby at an
to Dut a third towina line on board Mr Salter said the West Omikron was a

Mr Mike S?ﬂter (f:i;jef %xecutive of thelt large, modern jack-up rig, equipped with
oper: vig 0 eraeen, . | the latest safety equipment.

ES S BBh 4h not aking §6id It left Danish waters on Monday when

headway because the tide and weather it completed work for Danop and was on

were against her. . I
i - _ its way to Invergordon for modifications
Everything was under control, but be: prior to work in the UK sector.

Two climbers
in Skye rescues

cC

TWO female climbers were recovering today
after separate mountain rescues on Skye.

One of the women - Jacqueline Farquhar (25),
from Irvine in Ayrshire — was airlifted to safety
early today after a search lasting more than
eight hours.

Her husband Douglas, also 25, went for help
after she collapsed with exhaustion in a remote
part of the Cuillins yesterday afternoon.

He alerted Skye mountain rescue team, who
eventually reached Mrs Farquhar shortly after
1lam after an operation hampered by darkness.
Although suffering from cold and exhaustion,
she was uninjured. She was airlifted by a
helicopter from RAF Lossiemouth to the hotel
where she and her husband had been staying.
In another incident, members of the Skye
rescue team went to the assistance of a woman
who had suffered a leg injury while climbing
with friends.

The casualty - who has not been named -
was taken to Broadford Hospital and later
transferred to Raigmore Hospital, Inverness.

Rescue nets award for

Sea King crew

THE bravery of an RAF
Lossiemouth helicopter
crew has been honoured
by the Shipwrecked
Mariners' Socicly at a cer-
emony in London.

The socicty presented the

Edward and Maisic Lewis
Award for 1992 to the RAF

SeaKing stinem—~ - V!
flight, 202 Squadron at the

Fishmongers' Hal|.London

Bridgc.

The RAF Lossicmouth
crew consisted of co-pilot Flt
Lt Stephen Hodgson, Fli Sat
Paul Tretheway, Sgt Stephen
Larke and pilot Flt Lt Pcier

Rell. whn has <ince left

Morav - join flying
instructors' course in Lin-
colnshirc.

The award recognised their
part in the rescuc of 48 sca-

men from the stricken Rus-
sian factory ship "Kartli" last
December.

The crew were joined by
their Royal Navy Sea King
colleagues of 819 Squadron
from HMS Gannct, Prest-
wick, who shared the award -
for "outstanding ait/sca res-
~nin _ far thair rala in the

incident.
It acknowledges the work

of the men in the early hours
of December 18 |last vear
when the bridge of the Rus-
sian ship was engulfed by a
huge wave 75 miles west of
Prestwick.

The vessel drifted without
power, and some of the crew
abandoned ship and took to
liferafts in "atrocious" weath-
er - 50-knot winds and 30- to
40-feet seas.

The | ossiemouth heli-
copter, acting as the duty
scarch and rescue aircraft at
HMS Gannet, was first to be
scrambled to assist.

The search for survivors in
the water was carried out in
darkness - four liferafts were
checked visually from a low
hover position.

One survivor was recov-
ered to the helicopter by the
Lossiemouth winchman, cit
Sgt  Tretheway, despite
tepeated submersion in the
heavy seas.

During thie phase hic
winch operator, Sgt Larke,
controlled the aircraft using
the stering device, the Aux-
iliary Hover Trim, with con-
siderable difficulty in the 40-
fect swell and 65-knot gusts
of wind.

Fit Sgt Tretheway was also
lowered onto the deck of the
ship, where he administered
first aid, and allayed the fear
of the sailors left on board,
despite the language barrier.

He was later awarded the
Air Force medal for his skill
and courage during the inci-
dent. He had been an opera-
tional winchman fAr only
nine months at the time.

The Edward and Maisic
Lewis Award for outstanding
air/sea rescue was instituted.
in 1980, following a donation
from Mr Richard Lewis in

memory of his father and
mother. Sir Edward and Lady
Lewis. Sir Edward Lewis was
a former chairman of Decca
Limited, \whn manufacture
navigation equipment.



SUMMARY FOR NOVEMBER 1992

01 R137 tasked to move a comp A case from Lossiemouth

to RAF Leuchars.
HODGSON LEIGH BODIAM TRETHEWEY

05 Scrambled to lift appendicitus case from French

submarine 'Agosta’ i
anPeaE SR aak lransoort to Dvce Airport.

06 Scrambled to lift sailor with sprained ankle from

'Oslo’ to Aberdeen Airport.
ANDERSON MUNNELLY SPAIN TURNBULL

10 Scrambled to double medevac of underweight baby and

trachyotimy of elderlv man from Wick to Raiamore.
CAMPBELL ANDERSON BODIAM BRAGG

11 Scrambled to sinking FV 130NM NE of Lossiemouth.
Pumn delivered and crew taken off bv nearbv FV 'Blue
Skv' R137 instructed to remove pump as FV sinkinge

GEAR HAYWARD CHAPMAN ATTKEN

13 R138 scrambled en route to Plockton from Stornowav
to sinkina FV near Canna Island with 2 POB. E\/ fanind
nn rocks with aiirvivare nn chare who were lifted tn

Heast on Skve.
HODGSON MUNNELLY LITTLE TURNBULL

14 R137 scrambled to medevac RTA casualty from

Raiamore to Aberdeen Roval Infirmarv.
CAMPBELL HAYWARD SPAIN TRETHEWEY

22 Scrambled to missina hill walker in Torridon area.
Search carried out until R137 relieved bv R138.
HODGSON SOUZA CHAPMAN ATTKEN

22 R12R8 relieved R127 tn eantiniie ckarch MRT debloved
hiit caarrh rallad nff at lact linht tn ~ANntiniia at firet

linht nn 22 Nnv
GEAR MUNNELLY BODIAM TURNBULL

23 Search continued from previous day by R137 for missing
24yrold male. ~ AIC shit down an eranadin +a gear box
oroblems. Endaineers rectified problem and search continued

hiit nil foinind
ANDERSON LEIGH SPAIN AITKEN

24 R137 returned to Torridon to contine search and Kinloss
MRT found casualty. A/C landed and casualtv carried nff
mountain to A/C for onward transportation to Raigmore.
HODGSON MUNNELLY LITTLE TURNBULL

24 R137 scrambled to medevac woman with brain haemorrage
from Raigmore to Aberdeen Royal Imfirmary.
HODGSON MUNNELLY LITTLE TURNBULL

20 Scrambled to fallen walker North of Glen Spean.  Casualtv
located and lifted to Fort William car park and transferred

to ambulance.
ANDERSON MUNNELLY BODIAM JOYCE



Moray schools
generous to

children

BRSSP M SO SG SEcore®
place to helping the Children in Need appeal.

An RAF Lossiemouth Sea King Rescue heli-
copter collectingdonations - R
RUpKleh Sehosls dandatient Spyside

And who eise but Carol Baxter, presenter of
BBC Scotland's Beecherove Garden, and Radio

ne DJ Lynn Parsons jumped out to meet ti
cited childre

at Spryside High sc hear the phe rope a in

were also
Spe yad is fery Aenour anary School and

pair and yo S the schasienge™

and youngest pupils.

appeal

| FIONA McPHERSON

Donations were also made by the primary
youngsters and nursery class.
come-as-you-please-day micnd £299 in
under five-minute youngsters — plus staff
— paying for the cHance to wear to school what
ever they wanted.

then stopped off at Cullen
before head\ng to Aberdeen

« Riaht: Buckle | prefects
Addison (feft ff\"?g nda pirje

(right) hand over the school's Children In

Need donation Radio

Parsons (2nd Iek?anggarol Baxter from

the Beechgrove Garden, under the watchful

eye of Pudsey Bear,

Hopes fading for
young hillwalker

HOPES were fading last night of finding a young
hillwalking student missing near Torridon in

Werﬂgrslﬁgﬁvs ébr{feeres %‘ena%ea(%g and Ben Alligin
hills, each more than 900 metres, were searched
in vain yesterday by two mountain rescue teams,

dinglic volunteers and a Sea King
P@ oM RAF Lossiemouth.

he search was called off for the night, a
pollce spokesman at Dingwall said they hadbeen

unable to contact relatives of the missing man,

is in his
he searc% is expected to resume at first

lialke student, who has not been named, drove
north with other students, but was dropped off
to cl|mb alone on Ben Alligin.

He was due to rendezvous with his party at
Ling Hut on Satu(gday night. Dingwall said the
mﬁsﬁ@ﬁn’&'ﬂ’%é Meﬂenced climber, well-
equipped, and the weather was reasonable.

O NEIL MACPHAIL

Meawhile, under Nevis yes clayers Brich
getting .inder wa cl |mbers Brian

Bshmgm)\lomﬁﬂﬂr@ﬂ“ 28N they waILr%m

dowResAfR@AAMRI to spend Saturday night on
the hill after the weather deteriorated.

« Two young Britons who died in an avalanche
while ski-ing in the French Alps  Were named

Rowlands Gill,
terd Roderick Arkell.
\fl‘?;neé o 3 Wear, and Chris Maxwell, Stoke

BishopnBesiglod they were aged 22 and 21 and
Stuﬁ%ﬁ%?é—x%mﬁ%@m’kiers who died when

the avalanche struck near the resort of Val
Thorens on Saturday. About 20 people were

injured.

'l thought we'd die'

« JENNIFER GRANT

AN ABERDEEN climber today told
how he thouaht he and his friend
were going to die on a gale-swept
mountain.

h five h k
Huxhan? agﬁ':lttte,!gﬂe fre)gr?d yﬁ{g

"was a distinct possibilitv."

ThaA26-vear-old avnerienced
climher was sneakina after he and
student Peter Pollard (28)ran into
<eriniis difficlties on tha Hanging
Gardenclimh ~an Cread ~nNithh
Loch. halaw Broad Cairn Glen
Miurick.

A full-scale six-hour search was

Two men in
climb ordeal

trigaered mvolvmq gr%m%J
Police.. Braemar een
mountain rescue teams and a Sea
Kina search-and-rescue heliconter
from RAF Lossiemouth.mooun

Rut ahotit 23m an Sunday the
men manaded to make their own
way off the mountain - shaken but
uniniured - after a marathon 14%2*

hAoeclimh which should have
taken HAI F the time

The men, both Bedford Avenue.
had been fully equipped for icy con-
ditinns

When it began getting dark about
Anm ~.~ Saturdav thev beaan to
nanic

Mark said: "I saw some lights in
tha vallev and thonanht it was
nrudent to aive them an alarm call
haraiica | thaninht nna Af 11c wwace

going to fall:

"We were climhina in the dark for
ahout five hours  We heard a helf.
copter but it could not see us.'

Drop in for cash
A RESCUE helicopter from RAFtL(()jsse-
mission today .....
%QHH}noney for Children In Need. Y
with BBC Scotland's

dozen schools

With US coastguard exhange
John Souza at the controls, the helicopter's
irst ports of call were Culloden Academy
and Inverness Hiah School
It also made flying visits to Buckle High,

Lochpots at Fraserburgh
Im”l#t Academy.

SCOTTISH NEWS

Missing walker ‘could still be alive'

MILD weather is increasing the chances of a Dundee student
being found alive despite being missing for two days and three
nights on the Torridon mountains.

The second day of a major mountain rescue operation again
drew a blank yesterday.

Winds gusting to 70mph, mist and driving rain hampered
yesterday's search and some of the more exposed peaks and
ridges were too dangerous to venture on to.

These areas will be searched today, said co-ordinator

00 NEIL MACPHAIL

Constable lan McColl at the rescue headquarters at Torridon
Youth Hostel.

Three mountain rescue teams — Torridon, Dundonnell and

RAF Kinloss yesterdayscoured the suspected route

William Haworth (2? They were backed UP by four search-
and-rescue dogs and a Sea King helicopter from RAF Lossie-
mouth.

TUESDAY NOVEMBER 24 1992

The search resumes at first light today, with RAF Leuchars
MRT joining the hunt, bringing search numbers to 58.

Mr Haworth, whose home is at Aylesbury, Bucks, left a party
of students to walk between 2,995ft Ben Dearg and 3,0200t Ber
Alligin but he failed to rendezvous with the group at the Ling
Hut on Saturdav niaht.

Mr McColl said: "The RAF boys say that although th
weather is wild, it is reasonably mild, so he could easily be lyin

. injured somewhere. That is why we are keeping going.

Mr Haworth is well equipped and apparently experience
- so we are not giving up hope of finding him alive.



Missing

student

plunaed
to his
death

THE Dundee University
student missing since Saturday
on the Torridon hills was found
dead yesterday.

A massive search

- An Saturdav after
William Haworth (24), fram
Avlesburv. Bucks. fajled to
rendezvous with ~-+  mem-
bers of the university moun-
taineering club after going off
ﬁ"\é\/iﬁlkalone on 3.020ft Ben

N r Hawarth's hodv was
found at the foot of crags on
Sgurr Mhor, on the Ben Alligin
ridge. The top of the crags are
near SUMMIt, ~w A+ in
thought Mr Haworth may have
fallen 500-600ft.

Members i
Mountain Res%fueR eFaﬁllet?nS
the hnrv around 10.30am,
about two hours after the third
day of searching began.

High winds

High winds which hampered
searching more exposed parts
gL, mougain on Monday

An RAF Sea King helicopter
invnhiad - -+ canarnh
recovered Mr Haworth's body
and flew directly to Raigmore
Hospital, Inverness, where the
student's parents and brother

waiting aftartravellina
from Aylesbury.

arranged.

Atotal of 77 searchers from
four mountain rescue teams -
Torridon. Dundonnell and
RAF Kinloss and Leuchars -
plus five dogs from the Search
and Rescue Dog Association

were out yesterday when the
sad news led to the search
being abandoned.

Eleven stydents who had

one to Wester Ross with M

sga“ra: onhSTJ n d‘py%qd ! Motr?-p
dav.

Watch out! It's the flying gardener... Carole Baxter (centre), on a lightning visit courtesy of an RAF Lossiemouth Sea King helicopter, to promote la
Friday's BBC Children in Need campaign. First Year pupil Jane Strathdee (centre, left), and Ewan Millar (centre, right), of Sixth Year, presented t
television personality with a cheque for £290 from the pupils. Campaign mascot Pudsey Bear was there, too.

dDIETBEY arusY!S
"Beechgrove Garden" televi-
sion presenter Carole Baxter
- and Pudsey Bear - landed
in Moray three times on Fri-
dA%y, Ifor short stopovers

erlour's : ’

Speyside

School, BuckiepHi\{% Schgggh
and Cullen School. Her trans-
nOrfine ~n _Lossie-
mouth Sea King helicopter,
on a high-profile Children in
Need promotion covering 13
schools from Inverness to
Turriff.

NS Pho



SUMMARY FOR DECEMBER 1992

R137 scramhled to doiihle medevac from Wick to

Raiamore.of nremature babv and ladv in labour.
HODGSON MUNNELLY BODIAM ATTKEN

05 R137 scrambled to fallen climher at Ren Nevis. After
denlovina MRT R127 waited at Carnach then retiirned tn

CIC hut to unlift 1 casualtv + 2 MRT to Fort William.
GEAR HAYWARD CRIPPS TURNBULL

05 Scrambled to fallen climber on Ben Nevis. 1 climber

and comnanion lifted from CIC hut to Fort William.
GEAR HAYWARD CRIPPS TURNBULL

07 Tasked to medevac patient with respiratory problems
from Wick to Raiamore.
GEAR HAYWARD LITTLE TRETHEWEY

Led to insured sato and taken to At vessel

CAMPBELL MUNNELLY LITTLE TRETHEWEY

14 Scrambled to medevac baby from Wick to Raigmore.

En route lifted doctors midwife + incubator from Raigmore.

HODGSON MUNNELLY CHAPMAN TURNBULL

20 Tasked to locate missina walker in GlenShee area.
Caciialtv Infrated cafe and well and lifted tn Pnlira
Rraemar.

CAMPBELL LEIGH CHAPMAN JOYCE

—

21 R137 tasked to assist MRT locate casualtv in avalanche
on Ben Nevis. MRT + dnng lifted tn cite nf racnaltv and

comnanion lifted to Fort William. Aob dead casualtv
carried down bhv MRT.
CAMPBELL LFIGH CRIPPS AITKEN

nn Ren Nevig Diie tn low clonid R127 1inahle tn reach

lifted to Fort William car park for onward ambulance
intirnev
GEAR MUNNELLY CRIPPS TURNBULL

27 R137 tasked to medevac npremature babv. Routed via

Raiamore for incubator, doctor and 2 nurses before aoina

to Wick and then returned to Raiamore.
GEAR MUNNELLY CRIPPS TURNBULL

27 Scrambled from nrevious task to fallen climber on Ben
Nevig Cacialtv lneratad and lifted tn Enrt \Ailliam
GEAR MUNNELLY CRIPPS TURNBULL

27 R127 arcramhled tn cearch far 2 adiilte and 2 kids

missina in Aonach Mor area. At RV noint R137 informed

familv had been located hv MRT. R137 lifted familv and
MRT to RV nnint
GEAR MUNNELLY CRIPPS TURNBULL

28 Srramhled tn fallen walker with hraken ankle and hriliced
rihg from hills near | nch Trein Casnaltv lifted to Relfard
Hansnital

HODGSON LEIGH BODIAM JOYCE

28 R137 retasked to assist with initired walker on | och

Naaar. Casualtv siahted usina NVG and female with lea and

hin ininiriee lifted tn ARI
HODGSON LEIGH BODIAM JOYCE

20 R17 tacked tn lift ininired walker fronm Ren Nevic tn
Fart \William
CAMPBELL SIMPSON CHAPMAN TURNBULL

29 R137 scramhled from Fart William to Cairnnorms for

walkar with head ininiriee Cacnaltv lifted tn Rainmanre
CAMPBELL SIMPSON CHAPMAN TURNBULL

20 R127 retacked tn fallen climher halfinav dnwn hilleide

east of Glen Shee ske resort. Castialtv located and lifted
with 2 comnaninns tn ARI
CAMPBELL SIMPSON CHAPMAN TURNBULL

29 R137 retasked to search for 2 missina climbers above
shelter stone area in Cairnaorms. Casualtie located
helaved to vertical cliff 3000ft ahove | och Avon.

inadeauatelv secured and taken to Glenmore for treatment.
CAMPBELL SIMPSON CHAPMAN TURNBULL



29 R137 retasked to serach for 3 elderlv persons
missina on ton of Cairnnorms
R137 RTB.

CAMPBELL SIMPSON CHAPMAN TURNBULL

nn<ssihlv
Area search hiit nil forind

30 R137 scrambled to recover male walker with ankle

inirnm . from hills near Loch Muick to ARI.
HODGSON LEIGH LITTLE JOYCE

30 Scrambled to medevac 13 vr old boy who had fallen from

Forres to ARI with head iniuries.
HODGSON LEIGH LITTLE JOYCE

21 Scrambled to medevac 2 day old baby from Stornoway to

Raiamore. Doctor, midwife and incubator collected en route.
CAMPBELL SIMPSON CHAPMAN TRETHEWEY

31 Tasked to medevac young male from RTA at Raigmore to

Cancelled due to casualtv's condition.
CAMPBELL SIMPSON CHAPMAN TRETHEWEY

21 r137 retasked to assist Forth CG in search for young man
seen fallina from Tav Bridoe.  Extensive search carried out
with.a0, Res of casualt¥ and R137 RTB.

SON CHAPMAN TRETHEWEY

Lucky Victor cheats death

going to come and get me. | himself into a shelter, clearing

was {'Lést planning to wait until - the snow and diaaina the peat
about8am —  j survived that out to make a wind break.

* CAROL GRUGEON
and ADRIAN O'DOWD

A PERTH hillwalker admitted
last night he was lucky to be
alive after surviving a night in
tha Grampians -~ perishing
Annditiane

Joiner Victor Kurlus (41)

was spotted at 3am yesterday
by the crew of a RAF search
andrescue heliconte (5
Lossiemouth equipped ith
night-vision goggles. .

. een lost in the
Cairnwell area for almost 12
hours, after settina off at 9am
to climb 3,340ft Carn an Tuirc
and two other Munros near
Braemar.

An experienced climber. Mi

Curlus. 39 Strathtay Road, told
the Press and Journal: "On my

feminn

a Mr Victor Kurlus
.. Shone torch into sky

road back to the car | just got
a bit lost. By that time it was
gettin% ark so 1 gobin so e
ag. It probably save
my life.
"It was anite a lnnnaich ninht
and | wasn't sure if anyone was

lona and look for another
way®®We thing was dong

was dnina

After an eiaht- hgur W, |t |n
temperatures aroun

heliconter arrived - passing
him twice before he was picked

"Thad been up there before,. ,, on Caen Lochan.

with someone else and | knew:
that was a bad bit.

"I heard the helicopter com-
ing and | stuck my head out of

Mr Kurlus had told his wife the bag and shone the torch. It

where he would be climbing:
and she reported him missing

when his empty car was found

late in the evening.

Grampian n~i~~ Tayside
Police and Braemar moumaln

rescue teams. assisted by the
helicopter, launched a search
shortlv after mldnlﬂhf

mountainrescue - nm
RAF Kinloss was also alerted

Mr Kurlus had alreadv dua

just kept going and | thought
ha wae mavha liiet naccina nvar

and not looking for me.

"It \I\IPnf awav auite
--------- reallv
g when it came back.”
The rescue was co-ordinated

from the Grampian Police res-
cue centre in Braemar by res-

clieteam leader Constable
Graham Gibb.

Reckless climbers 'stupid’

rescue chief

Emergency

mavhem In
Mol infaing

| ICE mountain rescue expert branded
reckless climbers” stupid” after a spate of
hllltog emergencies across Scotland yesterday.
Graham Gibb said it was a miracle nobody

had died in the seven emergenues which
ctratrhad racriiare ta tha limi

"It's just a matter of time before someone gets
killed. -- --

The emergenmes began around lunchtime:

« 1pm:Climber falls on Ben Nevis, taken to
hosgital in Fort William and later rel_eased.
« 1.30pm:Search for three climbers in Glencoe,

who later turn up safe and well

* 1.45pm: Hlllwalker falls on Bynack More, to
the east of Cairngori

« 3pm: Injured hlllwalker stuck on ice-slope at
Glenshee.

Calrng:aosr%m gear tghqgttg\!%éﬁ"c} %ﬁua{#er ﬂ'l@y

were believed to have walked down.

Wee Devil, Cainngorm.

While the Lossiemouth Sea King, Rescue 137,
was dealing with a series of incidents on the
mainland, Stornoway Coastguard's rescue heli-

-~ assisti ng Skye Mountain Rescue
Team after a woman foll 100ft on the Cuillins.

wameo e e 4BaneISaRieL 199k ffon.a
for real.

Aircraft was diverted
The first incident was on Ben Nevis when
English climber Martin Prestige (18)

a';tg[% %I\l,ﬁh)é%; %rgté?e; eI-;e left Belford Hogﬁ! l,

The aircraft was later dlverted to Glencoe to
assist in a search for three climbers. \\/hile
the way, the climbers were found safe and weIP
and Rescue 137 turned for home.

Then rama mission No. 3
hillwalker Callum Fraser (31), 45 Cﬁatr%srggégt
Inverness, who had slipped on hard-packed snow

hile d di
while descen |ngnrhn north ridge of Bynack

Mr Fraser was reported as having received a
severe head injury, and was flown to Raigmore

Hospital, Inverness
» and later transferr
Aberdeen Royal Inflrr%a% ater transferred to

* LYNNE ILLINGWORTH
and JOHN MACDONALD

ﬁfter refuelling at Inverness Alrport the

hlllwalker at Glenshee and ﬂew hlm to hospnal
in Aberdeen.

Computer analyst David Leonard (47%
Mandand Claen  Harrogate, north Yorkshire,
decided to walk down a gully to the east of Sron
Gauoithe, slipped and fell down the snow-
covered hill.
He is "comfortable” in hospital with back and
shoulder injuries.

The Skye incident was sparked about 4pm
after the woman fell about 100ft on Sgurr an
Mhadaidh.

Warnings ‘ignored’
A Coastguard spokesman said their helicopter
managed to drop off winchman Steve Branley

beside the casualty, but mist then forced the
helicopter to stand-off.

The woman and winchman were uplifted |ate
last night and the helicopter took her to hospital

-at Stornoway. She has a suspected broken arm.

ib: kle
" %V?ng EB r?oﬂ é: ld'ls %"r‘éebr%”é?%%d Grampian
Police Mountain Rescue Team on one of the
Cairngorm missions, said: "It's just a matter of
tima before someone is killed.
accidents could have been fatal.
"The way some of these EOR e ignore our
warnings and go into the hills without the right
equipment and precautions is as stupid as drink
driving.

Anv of these

nwalkRERRARRN bRy ihedy-shauiihe

tellln? where they're gom% .

olice were constantly baffled when climbers

ignored commonsense on the hills, he added.
"This is the start of the season and if today

waR sue it go yed in the mering to
Cairngorms from Aberdeen to search fofwihie
climbers reported as being in difficulties as they
climbed the Hell's Lum area.

climbers were uplified and tak&XQYESRABIEE
Lodge.

O ALASTAIR BISSET

ROUND-THE-CLOCK mercy
Nights made vesterday the
susiest dav vet in the Lossi
mouth helicopter fight log.
last year, 202 Squadron D

Fliaht completed rescue
missions i

gorm rescues, plucklng flsﬁer-
men to safety from the North

Seaand fvina road-accident

victims to hospital.

But yesterday Flight Lieuten-
ant lan Campbell and his crew
of Rescue 137 pushed thijc
year's tally of mercy flights to
manra than 120

After a series of belicopter

niahts which
covered around 1.000 miles

over the northern half of Scot-
land, F1 Lt Campbell said: "It

has been non-stop. We have
gone from one job to another.
Every time the ,_qin

messages came through “the
were calling up rescue c1',37 Y

"We have been to the Cairn-
aorms. Inverness, Aberdeen
and back - and some more.

"Now we are just about to
put our feet up.*

A Niaht snokesman lact
ninht- "Apart from toda
which has been hectic, there
were one or two other call-outs

QVELhe e kAR R he
records up to date.

"But | can say that we have
had a record year — and there
éi\(r)e"still a couple of days to



« Right: Putting their feet
up and enjoying a welcome
mug of coffee after their
series of mercy fights are
the RAF Lossiemouth Sea
Kina helicopter-
winchman Tony Turnbull,
pilot Flight Lieutenant lan
Campbell and (front) winch
operator Clive Chanman
and ra-nilnt Squadron
Leader Dave Simpson.

Lossie

a NYVYM\AI

\AIAYNC

walkers

* ALASTAIR BISSET

TUD nAun aammandina affinar
of RAF Lossiemouth's record-
breaking Sea King helicopter
fight, Squadron Leader Dave
Simpson, yesterday warned
climbers and hillwalkers:
"Don't be fooled by briaht.
clear conditions.'

Sgn Ldr Simpson, whose res-

cue crews will be on round-the-
_ - New

Year period, said: *The moun-
taine mav lnnl attractive whon
the sun is shining — but in these
temperatures that is when the
ice is forming.

*This is when conditions are
at their most danaerous.*

1 Simnson
spgéﬂr% aﬁélrvhls gtljr-man Sea
King hadreturned to
Lossiemouth followina
1,000-mile series of mercy mis-
ranc in tha Cairmnanrme Clan
coe. Glenshee and Ben Nevis on
Tuesdav.

.~ airlifted
Tﬁbpdenrllimhnrc and

hillwalkers to hospitals at Fort
William. Inverness and Aber-
deen, and had also picked up
rnvaral nthare whn had hoan in

difficulties and flown them to
Glenmore.

Historv

It was the busiest day in the
Lossiemouth Sea King flight's
20-year history and brought the
tally of merey fights this year
10 222 -10 more than last
year's record figure.

*We were surprised at the
number of people who were out

the hills, said Sgn Ldr
Simpson. " Thev are obviousl

I
weatheer‘.tggi%%g sli%ltjnien o[t: %?r
that fool them. Conditions can
YeRherglidick!v - hecome

Hampered by mist
And Avrshgﬁ Yoman

Rarhara Dunn asgow
Road, Stewarton was"<tahle
and comfortable” in Western
lelae Hnenital  Stor ay,
5(Srogl’r"efgllr!l'I?)%rus in the Skye
Cuillins on Tuesday.

Despite being hampered b
ghist, ; the "Stornovas Coast
“gudrd helicopter assisted by

Skye Mountain Rescue Team
reached Ms Puln late on Tues,

Inverness man Calum Fraser
(31), 45 Charles Street, was
said to be stable in Aberdeen

Royal Infirmary geester(lj]%g d

after receiving a Severe

injury when he fell on Bynack
1~ .. the Cairngorms the
same day.

le was airlifted to Raigmol
lospital, Inverness, and the

transferred to Aberdeen,
Mr Fraser is the son of Inver-

ness Royal Academy rector lan
Fraser.
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Hillwalker hurt:

in Lochaber

A 24-YEAR old Kent man,
initredwhile hillwalkina

I nchaher S Was
airlifted to Belford Hosbital.
Fort William, by a rescue heli-

copter from RAF Lossie-
mout|

Mark Graniders, from Dart-
ford, fell while walking on Stob

Ban with four companions and

injured his leg.
! JEI,-WH éolle%gues descended

ARSHGLaF L BRHERer MotT"

tain Rescue Team were mus-
tered to help, in addition to the
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**Cairngorm
rescliers caAll
nff hiint faor

mvsterv trio

AN AIR and ground search for
three hillwalkers in the cairn-
gorms drew a blank yesterday
and was called off.

Concern far the trin wa
sparked when experiencel
hillwalker told a Cairngorm ski
patroller that he had seen them
deen in the hills on Tuesday
afternoon, and thought two of
them were ill-equipped and
would ntcfvt make it back down
by nightfall.

The two men and a woman
were described as elderly but
one of the men appeared to be
fitter andhetter clad. They
~~~~~ ~+~ =~ heading for
remote Loch Avon.

Dnlira wniara alartad and vac_
terday Wessex helicopter
from RAF Leuchars and RAF
Leuchars Mountain Rescue
Team, on exercise in the area,
carried out an extensive
search.

Inspector Colin MacKintosh,
at Aviemore, said: "Our prob-

[ R

* NEIL MACPHAIL
and JOHN MACDONALD

reportedmissina overdue
but, if we failed to take any
action and thev wnen favnd
dead or iniured, we would be
crucified.

"It was a good, clear night,
although very cold, and it may

delll $ee threthieptrouricame

Meanwhile._a helicnnter
from RAF Lossiemouth evacu-

ated an injured New Deer
hillwalker from Sandy Hillock,
near Glen Muick, yesterday.

Electrical engineer David
Gardner (45), Stonevbank
Terrace. : e
deen Aelrport and then taken to
Aberdeen Roval Infirmary
where his condition last night
wae nathaliovad tn ha
serious.
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