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A Relic of the Humoar and Histng of
RAF LECONFIELD

THE LECONFTRLD 124-45 STAR AND ROSEE.
This consists of a shining tar deplicating a Halifax

in full flight chased by a moden Stirling and a Wellington, 0m
t h e   n a t r a n c e   1 s   t h a   W a t a r n n e n   o r   a n d   b a n   k a r d   n a t u r a l l y   f i l l e d .
2. The ribbon is o f heayy 540 ightly tinged with 96 on a• resounding crushed 196 and 466 Bakground. The whole i staotfully superimposed by delicat shades of 51.
3. Conditions o f Issue:

Service at Leconfield a 22 yars or over, between December1942 and August, 1945, a l l leave, t8 hour passes, days off and otherscrounging t o count a s Service, exapt cases of A.W.L.
40. The Rosette:

i s consists of a Hercules at full revs and boost, and isworn on the ribbon only when izunk,
5. Conditions o f Issue:

If entitled to Defence Medal or at drinking session held inhonour of the a r r i v a l of the Waterhouse hoin

Letter and cutting reciere from a past member of the he
Who was stationed a t Leconfield
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o u r r e s c u e d a s t r a w l e r s i n k s
R FISHERMEN were air- trawler appeared to be fairly
I to safety from the deck l o w i n t h e w a t e r .

neir s ink ing v e s s e l i n a "The skipper, who was still
atic rescue off Flambor- on board, told us on the radio
yesterday. that he would abandon ship

e crew. all from Grimsby. and opted for a helicopter lift.
tried desperately to save he said.
70ft. vessel a f t e r the Helicopter winchman.

ne room began to flood MALM Gordon Davies, was
w a t e r . lowered on to the foredeck to

le were trying to bail her advise the crew in the dinghy
for about an hour." said that it would be easier to lift
skipper, Mr Roger Snow- them from the trawler.
(34), of 8, Byland-grove. "We airlifted two of the
asby. crew and the other two were
le helicopters from RAF taken on board t h e second
n fi e l d and lifeboats from helicopter." said Fl. Lt. Rit-
n and F lamborough res- chie.
led to a Mayday call from A joint airlift was carried
trawler, the Heather E. a o u t t o share t h e w e i g h t
t ish r e g i s t e r e d vessel , between the two helicopters.
h subsequently sank after The crew, w h o were unin-
g t aken in tow. jured, were flown back to RAF
h e n t h e h e l i c o p t e r s L e c o n fi e l d w h e r e a n

e d at the scene, about 50 a m b u l a n c e w a s wa i t ing t o

s east of Flamborough, the take them to Hull Royal Infir-
c r e w members had aban- mary for a medical check.
d s h i p a n d w e r e in a While at the base, the skip-
hy attached to the stern. per. Mr Snowdrn, said he
sility was poor. t h o u g h t t he ves se l w a s

Lt. Bill Ritchie, pilot of damaged by the trawl door
first helicopter, said the hitting the bottom of it.

A word of thanks as the crewmen arrive at Leconfield with their helicopter rescuers.

"We were working on deck penetrated the fish room and The incident came at a bad
time for the Humber lifeboat.

when it happened. We think cabin accommodation by the
the door came off undern- t ime the rescue was com- I t was undergoing engine

eath," he said. pleted. maintenance, but managed to
motor out to the Heather E on

The other members of the Also at the scene was a Ger- o n e e n g i n e .
crew were Mr D. Roach (33), of man barge, the Huntetor, Coastguards at Spurn co-
Flat B, 103, Hamilton-street, which took the trawler in tow, ordinated the rescue, which
Mr D. Dalton, of 8, Wesley heading for Middlesbrough. involved the two helicopters
Court, and Mr S. Ward, of 57, But the Heather E. sank, from RAF Leconfield , life-
Fraser-street. five hours af ter the mayday boats from Spurn and Flam-

The water flooded the ves- call, about 30 miles east, nortire borough and other craft in the

sel's engine room, and had east of F lamborough Head. a r e a .

11th January 1980

CHOPE CHIT D-149

S.OCALLONS UTL
3 . 0 GALLANN

F i r s t Crew
Flt I t Ritchie

Flt L t Hind
MALM Davies

Second Crew
Flt Lt Snowden
Flt Lt Rule

Sgt Laken



Air-lift operation has
to be abandoned

1 4 J A N1 8 0

A w i n c h m a n f r o m a n
R A F L e c o n fi e l d h e l i c o p t e r
was stranded on the Hull

F l t Lt Snowden
Flt Lt Barnes

Sgt Laken

fi s h i n g v e s s e l S u m m e r
Rose on Monday when his
winch caught on the boat's
rigging as he tried to air-
lift a n i n j u r e d c r e w m a n t o
hospital.

T h e h e l i c o p t e r h a d t e
return to RAF Leconfield
w i t h o u t h i m a n d
B r i d l i n g t o n l i f e b o a t
escorted the Summer Rose.
with t h e winchman and the
i n j u r e d m a n aboard, to
Bridlington harbour.

The in ju red m a n w a s M r
Wi l l i a m Whi t e , of Hul l , w h o
w a s a b o a r d the S u m m e r
Rose seven miles South
E a s t of F l a m b o r o u g h H e a d
when he trapped his arm in
& winch. He was taken to
Lloyd Hospital but was not
a d m i t t e d .

The winchman returne
to R A F Leconfie ld by r o a d

Picture sbows Mr White
being helped a s h i r e a t
B r i d l i n g t o n .
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AT C C a d e t s c o m e o u t
with flying colours

Twelve cadets from the F l t - L i e u t
399 (Beverley) Squadron, Commanding Officer,

F l i g h t , 22
thier, te: theOfficer, Flt-Lieut G r e e r a t

Squadron H e a d -

Air. Training Corps have Squadron, quarters, Longeroft Lower
gained a total of 18 awards Hel icopter, S e a r c h a n d School o n M o n d a y e v e n i n g s

b e t w e e n t h e m . Rescue, took the Squadron between 7.15 p.m. and 8.15

The presentations were parade and carried out an p.m.
m a d e b y F l t - L i e u t W h i t e at i n s p e c t i o n b e f o r e Our picture shows F i t -

the ATC hut on Monday pre sen t ing the awards . Lieut White presenting the
night. Afterwards he gave a talk - Byass Shield for sport to

t o t h e
Eight cade ts gained Squadron on the Joint holders Cadet Crosby

w o r k of t h e Search a n d and Cadet Wi l son . Also
proficiency certificates on R e s c u e S e r v i c e . A l s o shown are Fit-Lieut Greer
the result of examinations, p r e s e n t w a s F i t - L i e u t (far left) and Cadet of the
and five became members Mitchell, Wing Staff Y e a r , C a d e t Corpora l
of the Lyke Wake Club, Officer, and W a r r a n t Trevor ( f a r right).
hav ing comple t ed t h e
crossing in less t h a n 16 Officer Collins, who until

last year, h a d been the
h o u r s . Squadron's Adult Warrant

C a d e t C o r p o r a l Lane Officer.
r e c e i v e d h i s D u k e of
Edinburgh Bronze Award, U n d e r t h e c o m m a n d o f

F l t - L i e u t G r e e r ,and ex-Cadet Corporal the
Proc to r a S i lver Award. Squadron is flourishing,

taking part in numerous
The Byass Sh ie ld f o r s p o r t i n g a n d r e c r e a t i o n a l

sport was won jointly by activities, i n c l u d i n g
Cadet Corporal Crosby and a d v e n t u r e t r a i n i n g , flying
C a d e t Wa t s o n a n d bo th , and gliding. The Squadron
apart from other achieve- n o w h a s 35 m e m b e r s b u t
m e n t s , r ep resen ted t h e o t h e r s a r e very w e l c o m e .
Wing at rugby. Any adult who would like

The Cadet of the Ye a r to ass is t in the activities
Cup was won by Cadet m e n t i o n e d a b o v e p l e a s e
Corporal Trevor. contact the Commanding
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5 t h

Shot youth
'improves'
A 19-YEAR-OLD Cleethorpes
Youth, Mark Nielson, who was
shot in the spine during a fair-
ground incident, was today
s a i d t o b e " i m p r o v i n g s l i g h t l y ,
but s t i l l poor ly" at Hul l Royal
Infirmary.

He was flown by RAF
rescue helicopter to Hull last
week for an emergency opera-
tion to remove the bullet.

F l t Lt Snowden
F l t L t Hind
u g t Laken

I l t h

A i r l i f t

f o r

i n ju r ed
w o m a n

A 65-YEAR-OLD North
Thoresby w o m a n w a s
airlifted to Hull Royal
I n fi r m a r y y e s t e r d a y
after suffering serious
head injuries when her
car coll ided w i t h a n o t h e r

at Ashby Hill Top, near
Ashby-cum-Fenby.

Mrs. Flla Salt, of Milestones,
High Street, was thrown from
her car when the accident.hap-
pened shortly after midday at
t h e junction of the B1203 and
the B1431

She was still unconscious
when a helicopter from RAF
Leconfield later fl e w her from
Grimsby General Hospital to
Hull. Today she was said to be
seriously ill.

The driver of the other car,
Mr. Alan Stark, of Newstead
Road, Cleethorpes, was unin-
jured but his passenger. Mrs.
Ivy Stark, suffered slight head
i n j u r i e s .

F l t L t Snowden
Flt Lt Gibbon
MALM Todd

28 t h

Sea alert for
3 in a b o a

A 3 4 :
RAF hel icopter

inshore
a n

T i t e b o a t and
c o a s t g u a r d s w e r e a l e r t e d
w h e n a 14ft. d i n g h y w i t h
t h r e e p e o p l e o n b o a r d got into
d i f fi c u l t i e s o f f U l r o m e . n e a r
Bridl ington.

But Mr. J. Charlesworth, of
Fulwood. S h e f fi e l d , h is son
and a n o t h e r t e e n a g e r man-
a g e d get t h e o u t b o a r d
motor going and get back
safely.

People on shore raised the
alarm when they saw the boat
in trouble.

- F l t L t W h i t e
Flt L t R u l e

MALM Davies



F l t L t R i t c h i e
Flt Lt Hind

MAIM Todd

A HULL fisherman
airlifted to safety
f r o m a Grimsby
r e g i s t e r e d se iner,
w h i c h r a n a g r o u n d
u n d e r c l i f f s a t
Aldbrough after he
c o l l a p s e d at the
helm, w a s r e c o v e r -
ing in hospital
today

Three other crewmen
i n c l u d i n g t w o f rom
Hull, took to a lifeboat
and scrambled ashore
only minu te s be fo re
waves swamped the 25-
ton Susan Joy after it
p l o u g h e d on to t h e
b e a c h a n d k e e l e d to o n e
side.

A dramatic attempt to save
t h e seiner ended in horror
after t h e fishe rmen found 30-
year-old Ian Wardrobe uncon-
scious on the wheelhouse floor
as it headed to Bridlington to
p i c k - u p a n o t h e r c r e w m a n
e f o r e head ing to the Dogger
Bank fishing grounds.

The three men slammed the
Susan Joy's engine in reverse
but failed to prevent wind and
waves pounding the seiner
into 40ft. high cliffs.

Today the Susan Joy was
still aground off Aldbrough.
Discussions went on between
insurers, marine surveyors
and the owners yesterday as to
its fate.

Coastguards kept a 24-hour
watch on the wrecked seiner
to prevent looting and make
sure it did not move. Mean-
while, the owners took off all
the gear.

A coastguard spokesman
said today that the vessel was
firm aground and could break
up if the weather got really
bad.

Two miles
T h e se ine r left Hull early on

Sa tu rday morning to sail un
the coast before a three week
North Sea fishing trip. The
c r e w m e n t o be collected had
missed a rendezvous with the
Susan Joy n Hull on Friday
night.

Mr Wa r t r o b e , w h o s e
address has b e e n given a s

S E I N E R
S L A M S
O N T O
B E A C H Edgecumbe Street, Hull, w

a t the h e l m as t h e s e i r
s h e d Aldbrough

owner. Mr John M u
in the engine room
per Derek Gates (35),

Grove, Hull, and
of E x e t e r

Hull, below deck.

GY 353

e n g i n e i n
aground and couldn
off."

A c l i f f - t o p f a r .
M i c h a e l M e a d i ey w a
plessly a s ther e a d e d i n s h o r e t u t
alarm by ringing
Minutes later
w a s s e n t f rom
ing for he

An R A F
Leconfield bit
m a n off t h e b
to Hull Royal
Ward robe ' s
was said to be

T h e three
t o o k t o t h e
paddled ashore
G a t e s w a s a l s o l i f t ed by
copter to the clifftop.

Pulled up
Coastguards at Spurn

ceived the te lephone alert ar
then the Mayday message
about 10.45 a . m . Witherns
inshore a n d H u m b e r l i febo
were launched but not need
in t h e rescue.

W i t h e r n s e a c o a s t g u a r
arrived on the cliff and dro
ped a collapsible ladder for t
t w o o t h e r fi s h e r m e n
clamber up. M r M e a d l e

pulled the liferaft up the cli
with his tractor.

Coastguards from Horn:
were also called to t h e isolat
b e a c h .

Waves were soon breaki
o v e r t h e Susan J o y w i
listed heavily to port. She w
built in Denmark in 1938 a
operated b y the J o y Fishi t
Company out of bo th H u l l a!
Grimby.

Susan Joy, beached beneath the cliffs at Aldbrough.
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B l o o d a n d g o r e i n
K i l n s e a ' d i s a s t e r '

SEA RESCUE services c o m -
b i n e d t o save a squad of
Territorial Army s o l d i e r s
whon their boat 'exploded"
off Kilnsea yesterday.

A i r sea r e s c u e he l i cop te r s
from RAF Coltishall a n d
RAF Leconfield winched
' b a d l y i n j u r e d ' and
'shocked' m e n f r o m t h e
water and put them down
again on the Humber life-
boat.

Some of the crew who were
seriously injured suffered
serious burns and head and
body wounds. The injuries
at first sight were alarm-
ing. The real thing couldn't
have been more gory.

It was only an exercise but
around the Humber estu-
ary and Spurn Head emer-
gencies are the ru le r a t h e r
t h a n the exception.

And you can be certain that if
it was for real all the ser-

vices might react faster -
but only fractionally.

To most of these men danger
and risk are routine. As the
pilot of a lightning fighter
w a s once heard to say:
"Same old thing — excite-
ment."

ANNUAL EVENT
The occasion yesterday

the annual medical
w a s

exer-
cise of the Royal Lifeboat
Institute, watched
observers and commanded
by Lt. Alan Tate, RNLI
divisional inspector for the
North East.

The purpose of the exercise.
was to d e m o n s t r a t e current'
methods of handling
casualties at sea and the
type of problems which can
arise in a combined seareh-
a n d - r e s c u e operation.

It involved crack air-rescue

squads from RAF bases at
Coltishall (Sea Kings) and
Leconfield (Whirlwinds),
t h e H u m b e r l i f e b o a t
Withernsea Inshore life-
boat, two pilot launches, a
boarding boat, coastguards
and members of the Terri-
torial Army and t h e502
Feild Ambulance unit from
Hull.

During the exercise it was
noticeable how impressed
the Sea King helicopter
crew was wi th the fluency
of t h e i r c o u n t e r pa r t s
movements from RAF
Leconfield.

The Territorial Army makeup
"art is t" might, in better

days have had a future
with the Rank Organisa-
tion. He daubed blood
liberally on realistic cuts
and gashes and gouged out
burn marks on the vick
tims" bodies.

v I o u S I y

12 JUN 80
A Whirlwind helicopter of D Flight, 22 Sqdn. from

Leconfield homes in on a liferaft during the exercise

5 4 : 0 7

Winchman Fit. Sgt. Mel Ward is lowered
rescue vessel with an "injured" survivor.

R N L I



p l Werndly recieving his AOC,s Commendation from Brig PH Bridgestock Comdt ASMT

RA
RESC

UNG patients at Oldham
D i s t r i c t G e n e r a l H o s -

1 had a special treat on
r s d a y a f t e r n o o n w h e n
R A F r e s c u e he l icopter
hed
unds.

down inside t h e

m a y h a v e been only s
tine e x e r c i s e f o r t h e air-

c r e w a n d O l d h a m ' s e m e r -
gency services, b u t it gave
the youngsters a chance to
s e e a w h i r l y b i r d a t c lose

night crews on their toes
a n d to c h e c k any n e w
obstacles in the path of an
aireraft arriving or depart-

a t the rear of the hospital'
ch i l d r en ' s unit, w i l l
developed within the ner
t w o years for n e w chil

q u a r t e r s .
H e l i c o p t e r a r r i v a l s a t t h e

hospital are mare, but not
unique. They happen a t
regular intervals to keep

ing in a real emergeney.
During the visit, the heli-

c o p t e r c r e w t o o k a e r i a l
photographs of the near-by
Middleton playing field.

The present landing area,

psychiatry and elderly mer
tally ill units, and alterna
t ive landing s i t e s
currently under considera
tion,

18 JUN 80

1 2 JUN 8 0
H o s p i t a l

Landing
Site

Check

Flt L t Ashton
Flt L t R u l e

S g t Lynch
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Copter crew in
d a r i n g
r e s c u e
AN RAF helicopter crew from
Leconfield carried out a dra-
matic cliff ledge rescue in the
Peak District last night after a
17-year-old climber fell 200ft.

In failing light and ham-
pered by a cliff face, waterfall
a n d swir l ing downdraughts
the three-man team snatched
the critically injured climber
to safety.

2 5 t h
F l t L t R i t c h i e

Flt L t Hind
MALM T o d d

Michael Mayhew, of Pinew-
cod Road, Sale, Cheshire, was
airlifted to hospital in Stock-
port where his condition today
was said to be "fairly comfort-
able."

He broke both legs, a knee-
cap, left elbow and upper arm
and suffered back and skull
injuries in the fall from Kin-
derscout (2,088ft.), one of the
highest peaks in England.

The crew who carried out
the daring rescue were Fit. Lt.
Ben Hit (igator and
Master ALM Jeff Todd.

M r Todd described the
rescue as "ve ry d i fficul t , part i-
cularly for the pilot."

BOWL SHAPE
The alarm was raised a t

about 8 pm last night and the
helicopter began the airlift
only 45 minutes later.

A mountain rescue team and
a doctor were a l r eady at the
s c e n e a n d t h e c l i m b e r was
s e c u r e d i n a s t r e t c h e r - b u t
they dared not move him.

Mr. Todd described what
h a p p e n e d : " H e w a s l y i n g on a
ledge after falling about 200tt.
a n d w a s s t i l l s o m e 3 0 0 f t , a b o v e
the ground.

"It was in a bowl shape wi th
the cliff towering above us and
a waterfall made it like work-
ing in heavy rain.

"The sun was setting but the
main problem was the down-
draught on the cliff face which
affected the helicopter," he
went on.

TWO RUNS
The whole rescue took onls

20 m i n u t e s , b u t t h a t i n v o l v e d
at least two runs to assess the
situation and the dumping of
half the helicopter's remaining
fuel to counter the huge down-
press created by the draughts.

Mr To d d was lowered to the
ledge as the he l i cop te r
hovered p reca r ious ly n e a r to
the cliff. Within minutes, the
stretcher was winched home
a n d the fl igh t to hospi ta l was
made w i thou t d i fficu l ty.

"It was a difficult rescue of
the sort we don't usually get
work ing out o f Leconfield."
added Mr Todd.

2 9 t
Flt L t Snowden

F l t It Barnes
S g t Laken

WAVE
SINKS

YACHT
T h e B r i d l i n g t o n

pleasure-boat the Te r k
s h i r e Belle r e s c u e d t i r o
men after & wave swamped
a n d s a n k t h e i r y a c h t .

The two men , Mr Tom
N i x o n , a B r i d l i n g t o n
c h e m i s t , a n d Mr Philip
J o n e s , a so l ie i to r, were
taking p a r t in a Royal
Yo r k s h i r e Y a c h t C l u b r a c e
yesterday a n d were on the
return leg to Bridlington in
choppy seas off Wilsthorpe
when the wave hit.

The men fired flares, and
a f t e r their b e a t , a 19-ft
National Squib, called the
Red Baron, went down they
clung to a wooden paddle.

T w e n t y - fi v e m i n u t e s
later they were aboard the
Yorkshire Belle, which saw
the fl a r e s while returning
f r o m a p l e a s u r e t r i p .

The Bridlington inshore
lifeboat and an RAF heli.
c o p t e r w e r e c a l l e d o u t
w h e n t h e fl a r e s w e r e s e e n .

The yacht has still to be
recovered .
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V i s i t o f

Air M a r s h a l JB Curtiss CB FBIM RAF
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Pupils of Caedmon
School had the opportunity
to look round a n a i r - s e a
r e s c u e h e l i c o p t e r f r o m
RAF L e c o n fi e l d
touched down

w h i c h
o n the

p l a y i n g fi e l d s .
The he l i cop te r w a s on a

t e s t r u n to t h e school and
took a e r i a l p i c t u r e s of the
official landing site thereused in a c t u a l rescues .

M r S t e v e G r e a t o r e x .
d e p u t y h e a l t h
adminis t ra tor at Whitby,
a t t ended on beha l f of the
Heal th S e r v i c e . T h e

helicopter spent about anhour at Whitby.
• Picture C a e d m o n
School pupils with two of
t h e i r t e a c h e r s M r V.
Grayson and Mrs J. Short.YAF Sergeant A. Lynch isese controls.

20th June 1980
F l t L t Ash ton
Flt L t Rule
Sgt Lynch

Crash r ider
flown out

MOTORCYCLIST
Hat ton was J6chae

takenhelicopter t o top neurunit last night after a crastMichael, 19, of NwlandsRoad. ParkScarborough receired.
fractured skull in the accidenton the Scarborough-Whitby roadnear the Flask I n n

He was taken t o ScarboroughHospital b u t because hiss e r i o u s i n j u r i e s wasimmediately transferred t o HullRoyal Infirmars

6 t h J u l y 1980
F l t L t Ashton
F l t L t Barnes
S g t Laken

Barry, six, is speared by
By ROBERT TURNER

A LITTLE boy was speared
through the t h r o a t with a

m e t a l emergency o p e r a t i o n to
remove it,

The hospi tal said lastmetal spike as a playtime
romp turned to horror.

Barry McDonald, six, was s p i k e night that Barry was making
a reasonable recovery.'

His f a t h e r ,being pushed along by friends
Mr Colin

in a n old s u p e r m a r k e t trolley died. But doctors at Hull McDonald, s a i d : "It's
Royal miracleI n fi r m a r y were he survived t h i sw h e n h e fell out o n t o t h e last

spike m i g h t p l e a s e d with terrible accident.
which w a s p a r t of a his pro-

boxing punch-ball stand. g r e s s have told his But the doctors have done
T h e parents they expect no lasting a marvellous job,

metal entered j u s t effects.
below his ch in a n d t ravel led
upwards t h r o u g h h is m o u t h Barry, of Dunmore Cres-

'Now Barry Just wants to
come home.

Stopping J u s t short of the cent, Grimsby, was air-lifted 'One thing t h a t h a s
base of his skull. by helicopter to Hull with the

s i x - i n c h spike
cheered h im u p no e n d is as t i l lAnother through

fraction of a ninch a n d
his neck. letter wishing him well from

Barry could the pllot o f theh a v e helicopterSurgeons carried out an which flew h i m to Hull." Barry MeDonald
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Fit Lt Snowden
FIt Lt Gibbon
MALM Todd

Cliff fall man
in hospital

A man who fell down the
cliffs near Filey. North of the
BriRAgE, was air lifted by an

helicopter f r o m
Leconfield and flown to Scar-
borough Hospital. The manfell. in a p l a c e which w a sdifficult t o reach except byair.

Mr. Wilfred Headley, 54, ofMoss Street, Lower Brough-ton, Salford, was on holiday at
a camp. He has been detained

hospital with h e a d and
o t h e r injur ies .

2 0 JUL 8 0

Fit Lt Snowden
FIt Lt B a r n e s
MALM Davies

D i v e r f o u n d
d e a d a f t e r
s e a r c h
A man died on Sunday and the 17-year-old

girl h e was teaching to dive had to be rescued
after they got into difficulties off FlamboroughH e a d .

The d e a d m a n w a s M r Roy Va i r y (48), of TheCroft, Minsthorpe Lane, South Kirby,Pontefract. He and his pupil, Nicola
Wes tmor l and , w e r e m e m b e r s of Ackworth F r e e
Divers, a sub-aqua club in Pontefract.

Flamborough coastguard received reportsthat the divers were missing at 1 pm. A searchinvolving Flamborough lifeboat, a helicopterfrom RAF Leconfield, coastguards, and othercraft, was launched and the girl was picked up
almost immediately

The search for Mr Vairy lasted almost twohours but he was found dead, entangled in kelp
seaweed, in the High Stacks area off
Flamborough Head

Coastguards believe Mr Vairy was taken illand that the girl tried to keep him afloat, buthe sank without his oxygen supply connected.Neither diver was wearing a life jacket.
Mr Vairy was a clerical officer at NCB area

headquar ters in Doncaster, and leaves a
widow and a 21-year-old daughter.

A former footballer - he played for
Stockport County, and for 12 seasons with
Frickley Colliery - Mr. Vairy turned to skin-
diving later, and had 15 years experience. He
was a founder member of Ackworth Free
Divers, and was a dive leader.

Mr Vairy was a prominent member of the
British Show Jumping Association, and a
c o m m e n t a t o r at some of t h e i r shows. The
funera l t a k e s p lace t oday, and in lieu of
flowers, the family have requested donations to
the RNLI at Bridlington.

Miss Westmorland is the daughter of a police
constable

Both Bridlington lifeboats were also launched
on Sunday.

The inshore lifeboat put to sea at 1.10 pm to
act as safety boat for the Yacht Club's dinghy
race. The race was cancelled but the weather
deteriorated suddenly and the lifeboat spent the
next three hours escorting small craft to the
safety of Bridlington harbour.

Craft rescued included the sailing dinghy
Bird Song which had two people on board when
it capsized. It was towed into South Cliff
launching site but had to be rescued a second
t i m e a f t e r it l aunched again.

A small inflatable dinghy with three children
a b o a r d a l s o h a d t o b e r e s c u e d t w i c e

The offshore lifeboat was launched at 4.40 pm
to e s c o r t t h e cob l e S e r e n e f r o m H o r n s e a in to
B r i d l i n g t o n h a r b o u r

Also on Sunday afternoon an overdue cabin
cruiser Domino, with five people on board, was
located by o n e of the aux i l i a ry c o a s t g u a r d s anc
it got back to harbour safely

Flamborough coastguard was alerted again
in the early hours of Monday morning after the
fishing vessel Trudella was reported to be
u n s u r e of its position. I t s w h e e l h o u s e h a d b e e n
damaged and its navigation electronics had
been smashed b y the sea. The fishing vesse!
Apollo escorted the Trudella into Bridlington
h a r b o u r
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The Mayor of Grimsby, Coun. Walter Smith, presents the plaque to Fit. Lt. David White watched by (left to right
F i t Lt. D. Barnes Fit. Lt. M. S n o w d e n a n d W / O G. Davies.

TOWN THANKS THE
F LY I N G RESCUERS

RESCUING Grimsby
fishermen and airlifting

patients from the town's
hospi ta l s are just two of
t h e "routine' s e r v i c e s
provided by RAF heli-
copter crews at Lecon-
field. الج!

But of those who have had base for the family, who were - generation. t h e s h a p e of
cause to call for assistance
and there, have been nearly

impressed b y t h e RAF's g r a n d s o n G r a h a m , s e e m e d
rescue organisation more interested in borrowing a

2.000 since rescue operations From the Mayor there were bright yellor Dying helme
from the North Humberside special quest ions for d u t y navi And Grimsby's plaque? That
base started 15 the day, Fit. Ls. Dai earned pride di p l a c e a m owould agree with thes a g o - few

r o u t i n e Barnes, who explained winch- similar presentations from tht
label attached by crews. ing equipment first-aid National Union Seampen, a

This view is also shared b
a n d

facilities aboard his three and a
of

collection of RAF b a s e s
the Mayor of Grimsby, Coun alf ton Whirlwind helicopters Humberside
Walter Smith, who yesterday M e a n w h i l e t h e y o u n g

Police, a n d t h e
Hessle Wine Circle.

made a special visit with mem- "I have always admired t h e
bers of his f a m i l y t o present a RAF rescue service r u n f r o m
plaque to the base Leconfield, and it has been a

Handing ove r the inscribed real pleasure to meet the men
plaque bear ing the town's crest who run the operation," added
o t h e C o m m a n d i n g O f fi c e r of

D Flight, 22 Squadron, Fit. Lt. the Mayor as he completendvisit.
David White, t h e Mayor con-
gratulated him o n the service
run from the b a s e .

"We in Great Grimsby, and
p a r t i c u l a r l y o u r fi s h e r m e n , a r e
v e r y g r a t e f u l t o t h e h e l i c o p t e r
rescue service, and I have great
p l e a s u r e i n p r e s e n t i n g t h i s
plaque on their behalf," he said

Grandchildren
Later Flt. Lt. Whi te showed

the Mayor and Mayoress the
base operations. room before
meeting. t h e c o u p l e ' s s o n ,
S t e v e n , d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w A n n e
and grandchildren Richard
(three) and Graham (five) -
who were o n holiday in t h e
area - for a l o o k a t one of the

helicopters.
It was the first visit to the
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Big lift-off
for Paul's

whirlwind trip
Up, up, and away to safety - - L e

cadet corporal Paul Joh!
is lifted u p for a bird's eye v
o f a n RAF Whirlwind r e
'chopper.

The helicopter, belonging to No
Squadron, Search a n d Rescue, be
at RAF Leconfield touched down
No. 168 (City o f Leeds) Air Cad
Squadron, Middleton Grove, D e
bury Road, Leeds, for T e s
demonstration a s part o f t h e cad
practical training.

Picture below s h o w s Paul co
d o w n t o ea r th aga in a f te r
" r e s c u e . "

FIt Lt W h i t e

Fit Lt Gibbon

MALM Davies
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9 th
Sea searched

for planet34a/d
Humber lifeboat, a n RAF
hel icop te r f r o m Leconfie ld .
a n d local s h i p p i n g s e a r c h e d
for three hours off the East
Yo r k s h i r e c o a s t a f t e r a p r i
v a t e a i r c r a f t w a s r e p o r t e d t o
have crashed into the sea off
Easington.

Tw o people on shore said
they s a w a n a i r c r a f t c o m e
over very low and later a
splash.

It was l a t e r c o n fi r m e d t h a t
a private aircraft had dropped
f r o m 1,000 f e e t to 5 0 0 , and
then landed safely on land.

Fit Lt Ritchie

FIt Lt G i b b o n

Sgt Lynch

5 t h

Playing field
passes muster

emergency landing site if;A LARGE Middlesbrough
playing field has passed
its annual RAE inspec-
tion - to stay on the list
of emergency helicopter
l a n d i n g si tes.

A Whirlwind helicopter
with a five-man crew from
the search and rescue unit
at RAF Leconfield, near
Hull, flew over the St.
Michael's School playing
field taking photographs
and then landing

An R A F spokesman
said the playing field,
n e a r D u n s t a b l e Road,
w o u l d b e c o m e a n

casualties were being fer-
r i e d t o Middlesbrough
General Hospital.

"We have a number of'
hospitals within our fly-
ing area where we can
bring casualties. Middles-1
brough is on the list and
the site is checked every
year to make sure there
are no obstructions," he
added.

Fire appliances, police
and an ambulance were
on hand for the landing as
part of the standard pro-
c e d u r e .
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Ten-year-old Jonathon Moran receives instruction from AirLoad Master Jeff Todd
during a visit t o the helicopter squadron at RAF Leconfield by Hull Youth
association of the Junior Phab on a three-day play school. 434216

A picture for t h e a l b u m for members of Hull Junior PHAB branch a s Master
Aircrewman Jeff Todd records their Vit to t h e RAF Sea rch a n d R e s c u e helicopter
squadron at Leconfield.
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CB CBE AFC FBIM RAF



A l l S m i l e

V D 2 0

ROYAL AlI

I ts good to see a pa i r of

legs on the Flight Photo
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Mercy dash in
bid to save girl
AN RAF helicopter m a d e a 60-mile flight from R A F Hospital Nocton Hall
to Sheffield last night in an attempt to save the life of an eight-year-old girl.

J u l i e M a r s h a l l ,
House Farm, Billinghay Fen,
M e t h e r i n g h a m , w a s s e r i o u s l y
hurt in a car accident

of White

a t

by J a n e Mackay
w h e r e she was fi r s t taken, but
h e r c o n d i t i o n d e t e r i o r a t e d
a n d the R A F w e r e c a l l e d in.

Ti m b e r l a n d c ro s s roads .
Today she was described as

"extremely ill" in the neuro-
su rg i ca l w a r d of the Roya l
Hallamshire Hospital, Shef-
fie ld .

Her m o t h e r , M r s . J e n n i f e r
Marshall (32), and 12-year-
old sister, Joanne, also in-
jured in the a c c i d e n t a r e
"satisfactory," a spokesmanfor Nocton Hall Hospital said.

Police planned to take Julie
by ca r f rom Nocton Hall

Lighting
With the aid of special

l i g h t i n g f r o m t h e fi r e
b r i g a d e , the helicopter was
able to land in the grounds of
Lodge Moor Hospital, Shef-
field, and the girl was taken
by a m b u l a n c e to the Royal
Hallamshire w h e r e she
underwent surgery.

Mr. Edward Price (72), and
his wife A n n e , f r o m S o u t h e n d
were in the o the r c a r involved
in t h e a c c i d e n t .

Fit Lt Snowden

Fit Lt Rule

MALM Todd



Hi. h t . Saowdon,
D. Hight.
22 . Squadion,
Normandy Barracks.
L e c o n w e l d .

(arth Lunbersioe.

Bleak House Farm.
North Kyme Fen
Burghay

Lincoln

Dest ElT. LT. Showdon
I w a i l d L i b e t o

say a suncere thank-you to you
a n d t h e c r e w w h o he lped to

s a v e m y lifeo n September 25 t
I w a s uncorc ious f o r sixteed
days b u t with t h e dedication

from the staff of Hallamshire
Hospital l w a s ade t o r e t u r
t o Nocton Hau t h r e e w e c k s
Xe la ter. After ansher two

A w e e k s at Noston I w a s
altowed home on 30m October
a n d a m feeling m u c h better now

My right s i d e i s st i l l weak but
i t h physiatherapy i s impoing douly

My ng hand in particler
i s wook s o I an trying

PT:٥



v e r y hard to w r i t e t h i s letter

Of couse I don't remember the flight
but mummy and doddy have told me about
i t O n c e again a big thank you from

a l l m y Family a n d m e

Love

from
J u l e Marshall

a g e 12 yeors
XXXX
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Canoe bby
d i e s a f t e r
h i g h s e a s
r e s c u e b i d

By MIKE CLARK
A SCOUT whose canoe capsized in the North Sea died last night
after desperate efforts by doctors on the spot, and in hospital, failed
to sustain him.

A doctor and nurse were rushed by police car to Redear beach to tend the 12-
year-old aboard the lifeboat who was too ill to be moved. Only then could he be

taken to Middlesbrough
General at the end of an
a i r and s e a r e s c u e at
nearby Marske.

Coastguards had e a r l i e r
w a r n e d small boat enthusiasts
t o s t e e r c l e a r cif the c o a s t
because of high offshore winds.
And only half an hour after the
boy, named last night as Alan
Mcinniney, set-off from Marske,
his canoe. and one piloted by a
33-year-oid Scout m a s t e r ,
capsized.

A woman saw the incident
from the clifftops and phoned
t h e coastguards at about 1.30
yesterday. The inshore lifeboat

w a s launched and when
search t h e a r e a proved
negative Redcar's main lifeboat
was launched and helicopter
from RAF Leconfield was called
in.

Beached
Working from a coastguard

search pattern they spotted the
two in t h e w a t e r t h r e e q u a r t e r s
of a mile off Marske.

S c o u t master Peter Dawson
w a s winched aboard t h e

hel icopter and rushed t o
M i d d l e s b r o u g h G e n e r a l t o be
released last night, but the boy
w a s t o o
board.

seriously ill to o n

He was taken on the lifeboat
which beached at Redcar, and a
local G P a n d nurse f r o m
Redcar's Stead Hospital w e n t

on board t o give immediate
medical attention.

After approximately half a n
h o u r he had improved enough
t o be t a k e n to Middlesbrough
by ambulance.

But last night he died.
Doctors had said he w a s

suffering from acute exhaustion
and exposure, after spending
more than 50 m i n u t e s in t h e
w a t e r . Alan
D e w s b u r y .

of C h e v i o t Way,
Yorkshire . w a s

of a party of Scouts who had
b e e n a t
weekend.

Marske O v e r the

Fit Lt Ritchie
Fit Lt Gibbon
Sgt Lynch

Distress
Tees Coastguards

they had h a d
repor ted

several distress
calls from boats all along
North-East c o a s t which

the
had

fallen foul of the rough seas.
O A full scale search

p l a c e off Flamborough
took

yesterday when lifeboats
H e a d

B r i d l i n g t o n
a n R A F

and
from

Flamborough,
helicopter

coastguards
and the

hunted a diver
believed to be in difficulties.

Later it was discovered two
d i v e r s h a d g o n e i n t o
from a s m a l l b o a t .

the s e a
and when

they surfaced found they were
s o m e distance a w a y so w a v e d
to the boat. This was mistaken
by p e o p l e on the cliff top
them

a s
waving for help. It

recorded as a false alarm
w a s

good intent.
with

B A n air sea rescue helicopter
from RAF Boulmer,
Berwick lifeboat

a n d
w e r e

out. after a report
called

t h a t t w o
distress flares had been
t e n miles.

spotted
off Berwick. But the

s e a r c h drew
coastguards

blank.
t r e a t e d it

and
as a

false alarm.



Yorks sea

angler
drowned

1342 d
in storm.

A weekend sea angling expe-
dition ended in tragedy when
a Wa k e fi e l d m a n died in a

storm which o v e r t u r n e d his
cab in cruiser.

The boat capsized within
yards of the entrance t o

Whitby h a r b o u r in a north-

erly gale yes terday, and a 90-
m i n u t e search by W h i t b y
l i f e b o a t and a n R A F sea
r e s c u e helicopter Tailed to
ind Mr. A l e x Craig, 48, of
Manor Haigh Road, Lupset,
Wakefield.

But Mr. Craig's son-in-law,
Mr. Gary M o u n t a i n 29. of
Victoria Avenue, Wakefield,
was rescued from Whitby
beach a s he w a s w a s h e d

ashore el inging to wreckage.
H e w a s t r e a t e d at Whitby
Hospital for a leg injury.
exposure and shock.

Mr. M o u n t a i n was
"comfortable" but not

expected to be allowed home
for two or th ree days.

Onlookers said the c a b i n

cruiser. t h e 34ft. Wyndways,
was in difficulty as soon as it
left the harbour entrance and
was trying to get back when it
capsized.

Whitby Coastguard officer-
in-charge, Mr. Craig Allison,
said it was "beyond' t h e

imagination" why t h e boat

had gone out. "There have
been northerly gales for three
days and cond i t ions were
appalling.

Mr. Cra ig ' s wife. Olive, said
l a s t night s h e refused t o

be l ieve that her h u s b a n d —
an expe r i enced sea fishe rman
w o u l d attempt any danger-
ous manoeuvre.

She said her husband — a
miner at P a r k h i l l Colliery,
Wakefield , had gone to t h e

resort on Saturday with Mr.
Mountain to fi t n e w naviga-
t i o n l ights to the c o n v e r t e d
lifeboat t h e y h a d jointly
o w n e d for ten weeks .

'Alex and Gary decided to
go fishing for winter cod after
they had fitted the lights.
would h a v e been wi th them if
I h a d not c a u g h t a co ld . " she

added. "This is the first time I
have missed since we got the
boat."

Mr. Craig has two daugh-
t e r s . s o n and fi v e

grandchildren.

18 OCT 80

C A U L D R O N
O F D E A T H

• An RAF helicopter and Whitby lifeboat, the White Rose of Yorkshire, search the

FIt Lt Ritchie
Fit Lt Gibbon
MALM Davies



10 Yorkshire Evening Press, Wednesday, October 29, 1980 The RAF Marine Craft Unit at Bridlin
of the rationalisation of the armed forc
and photographer JIM MITCHINSON v

presen

E x e r c i s e

Moment o f rescue
The final stages of the rescue exeroise (above), as aWhirlwind helicopter lowers an airman to safety.BELOW: the face they don't show in the recruitment

advertisements, of an airman plucked from the sea.

a t d o o m e
THE air-crew of a wrecked

Vulcan bomber were res-
cued from the cold wastes
of the North Sea off
Bridlington last week. And
the Evening Press was there
to record it.

The crew, bobbing about in
little orange liferafts, looked
like m a r k e r buoys in the
choppy sea before they were
winched up by a Whirlwind
helicopter and s e t down
lightly on the deck of a pin-
nace from RAF Bridlington.

They were pretty chilly, in
sp i te of water-resistant flying
suits and thermal underwear.
and some of them were scared
a n d s o m e w h a t sea-s ick a f t e r
their s h o r t e n c o u n t e r w i t h the
u n f a m i l i a r element.

But it was all in a good
cause. Because this was
exerc i se . o n e

an
o f t h e a n n u a l

dri l ls all R A F a i r - c r ew must
go through in case their plane
really crashes into the sea.

The men w e r e f r o m R A FScampton, in Lincolnshire, butthey might as well have been
f rom Leeming, or i inton, orFinningley, a l l airfields whose
sea-survival training is carried
out from RAF Bridlington.

But only until December 5,
w h e n the Bridlington s t a t i o n ,one of the smallest and oldest
in the RAF, closes down after

years of active service
C o m m a n d i n g officer of the

25 m e n at the little station on
Bridlington h a r b o u r Flt.-
Lieut. Martin Warner, who has
fought h a r d against the
closure, and doesn't mind say-
ing so.

RAF Bridlington, almost
Arabia was stat

eas t coast w i t h no probler
a n d are pa r t i cu l a r ly good
adap t ing to the nas ty weath
and sea conditions we get
this part of the
Martin.

w o r l d . sa

RAF Bridlington u s e d
have three pinnaces, "tatty o
300 h o r s e p o w e r s t a n d a r
w o r k - b o a t s with a top
of 14 knots," he said,

spe
wi

affectionate d i s d a i n . The
c o v e r e d the east coas t fror
Dundee to Ramsgate.

But three years ago, a Spi
fi r e a r r i v e d at Bridl ingto
and two of the pinnaces wer
w i t h d r a w n to P l y m o u t h . Alte
a year, the Spitfire, too, wa
withdrawn, leaving them wit
o n e boat
a r e a .

c o v e r i n g a reduce
f rom Amble,

Northumberland, to Grimsby
They still manage to dolot of work with that one boa
which is too small even

be a l lowed a n a m e , and
k n o w n as 1392 - including
two or three a week of the

Disdain
"I have had my say,

had my
they

wr i s t s s l a p p e d .
a n d
a n d

all know w h a t I t h i n k
about it." h e said.

The station i s being closed
b e c a u s e t h e R A F M a r i n e
B r a n c h is replacing its old
wooden 63-foot long pinnaces
with w h a t Martin calls n e w
tin boats" 80-foot long
Spitfire class boats which are
too big to use Bridlington har-
b o u r

"What they don't seem to
appreciate is that these small
w o o d e n b o a t s c a n ge t i n t o
every fishing harbour on the

A Gemini rescue dinghy spe
the e



n is to close in five weeks time, victim
Evening Press feature writer JANE FLATT
" to Bridlington to look at the station's past,
id fu tu re .

n s u r v i v a l
I R A F u n i t

changed since Lawrence of
ed there in 1933.

sort of m a n d a t o r y s e a - s u r v i v a l
dr i l l w e w a t c h e d l a s t w e e k .

There a re a b o u t 2 0 0 air-
c r e w at Scampton, a b o m b e r
base with a total personnel of
t h o u s a n d s . a n d t h e m e n d o n ' t
d o the dr i l ls necessar i ly w i t h
t h e i r o w n crew-mates . T h e
m e n o n this e x e r c i s e w e r e
from different Vulcan crews.

T h e d r i l l s o u n d s p r e t t y e a s y
on paper — you j u m p i n t o the
w a t e r i n p a i r s . i n fl a t e
liferaft, climb

y o u r
in, i n fl a t e t h e

r a f t fl o o r for insu la t ion , e n -
close yourself in its w a t e r

Circles
proof c o v e r . wai t for the
h e l i c o p t e r, ge t h a u l e d o u t by
the man o n t h e e n d o f t h e
w i n c h cable a n d hang b e s i d e
h i m l ike
unt i l

a bundle of washing
y o u r f e e t t o u c h t h e

boa t ' s deck again.
B u t t h a t is r e c k o n i n g with-

out Murphy's Law, that any-

ds through the water during
arcise.

thing that can go wrong, will.
O n e m a n fai led to i n fl a t e his
r a f t p r o p e r l y, a n d fl o u n d e r e d
around wildly until the Gemini
rescue dinghy swooped in to
help him.

He w a s n o t e x c u s e d f r o m
the drill, h o w e v e r ,

h e
o n c e they

w a s j u s t
r a t h e r t h a n h u r t .

panicky,
H e h a d

inflate the raft by hand, as he
wou ld h a v e to if it h a p p e n e d
for real . e v e n
t r e a t m e n t

t h o u g h h i s
m i g h t s e e m h e a r t -

less in a n exercise.
The sea was fairly calm, b u t

t h e m a s t e r c o x s w a i n , Sgt.
Keith Buckner, captaining t h e
boa t t h a t d a y, r e m e d i e d t h a t
by t ak ing the boat round in
s e r i e s o f f a s t tight c i r c l e s ,
l e a v i n g the l i f e r a f t s flounder-
ing helplessly in the wake.

T h e n
from

t h e h e l i c o p t e r a r r i v e d
Leconfield,

s m o k e - fl a r e
d r o p o i n g

in to t h e w a t e r t o
m o n i t o r the wind d i r e c t i o n
b e f o r e g e t t i n g s t r a i g h t c o w n to
the job.

"The i d e a is to w o r k s f a s t
as possible, b e c a u s e s o m e t i m e s
w e h a v e as m a n y a s 20 d i n g h -
ies, a n d i n h igh s e a and
s t r o n g w i n d s . it c a n t a k e q u i t e
a while. We work in anything
up to a Force 8 gale, s a i c i
Sgt. Buckner.

Even i n those comparatively
calm conditions, the
s e e m e d to h o v e r

nelicopter
perilousiy

close to t h e t o p of t h e mast.
W h a t i t m u s t b e l i ke w h e n t h e
boat is r i s i n g a n d fal l ing
12-foot waves , I

on
s h u d d e r 10

think.
But these a r e a m o n g t h e

best. h e l i c o p t e r c r e w s in t h e
w o r l d , a n d t h e i r a c c u r a c y
a w e - i n s p i r i n g .

is
Before flying

h o m e , it m a d e t w o p a s s e s o v e r
t h e
the

s t a t i o n a r y b o a t
w i n c h cab le u n t i lLowering

t o u c h e d t h e d e c k , a n d k e e p i n g
it steady there for a f e w sec-
onds .

Then, almost unbelievably to
me, it d i d the same
t w i c e m o r e b u t

thing
w i t h t h e

boat running at top speed . 14
knots, o r
h o u r.

a b o u t 19 m i l e s a n

T h e d r i l l provides practice
for the helicopters as well
RAF Bridlington took p a r t in
the t r a i n i n g of t h e Sea King
helicopter c r e w s a t R A F Bul-
m e r , r e s c u e h e r o e s o f t h e
Alexander Kielland oil-rig dis-
as te r a few w e e k s ago.

"We also act as a target for
a i r - s e a p o w e r . g u n s a n d

Fit. Lieut. MARTIN WARNER on the deck of the RAF
pinnace based at Bridlington — for the moment.

bombs, but not missiles, which
are too dangerous,
d r i l l s

a n d do
w i t h m a r i t i m e a i r c r a f t .

Nimrods; we go out and they
fi n d u s . sa id Martin.

And they still do a bit of
w h a t t h e y w e r e s e t u p to do.
a i r - s e a r e s c u e of m e n and
planes, bo th military and civil,
wh ich c r a s h into the sea,
sharing the work with helicop-
ters a n d l i feboats s t a t ioned u p
and down the coast.

Cottage
Bridlington is No. 1104 of

t h e a i r fo rce ' s M a r i n e
Units, a branch of the

C r a f t
s e r v i c e

w h i c h g o e s b a c k as f a r as the
RAF itself, to April 1918, and

h a s s o m e i l l u s t r i o u s n a m e s
its list of personnel over the
years.

A i r c r a f t m a n J. H . Ross,
alias Col. T h o m a s E d w a r d
Lawrence of the British Army,
r o m a n t i c a l l y k n o w n a s L a w -
r encereationed at RAabA r a b i a , w a s

B r i d l i n g t o n
f r o m 1929 unt i l shor t ly before
his d i s c h a r g e f r o m t h e R A F in
February 1935. He died after a
m o t o r - c y c l e
1935.

a c c i d e n t in May

During his time at Bridling-
ton, Lawrence lived alone in a
fisherman's cottage above the

l o w l yloation, anda n d in sp i te of his
w a s a prime

m o v e r in the d e v e l o p m e n t of
h i g h - s p e e d l a u n c h e s for u s e in
RAF search and rescue work.

The unit began in 1929 as a
marine craft detachment from
RAF Catfoss, when a boat used
t o c o m e out from Felixstowe
MCU to do range safety work

t h e S k i p s e a b o m b i n g
r a n g e

A t fi r s t , t h e local fi s h e r m e n
w e r e h igh ly s u s p i c i o u s o f
in t ruders . but

ine
Air Vice

M a r s h a l D o w d i n g , a s h e w e s
then , v is i ted t h e d e t a c h m e n t to
put t h e i r f ea r s at rest. Dow-
ding later l e d Fighter Com-

m a n d to v ic to ry in t h e B a t t l e
o f Br i ta in .

I n 1933, some land w a s
leased from the B r i d l i n g t o n
h a r b o u r a u t h o r i t i e s , a n d
present buildings put up

the
as a

s u p p o r t b a s e f o r t h e boats.
D u r i n g the w a r , the s t a t i o n ' s

main task was search - and -
r e s c u e s u p p o r t f o r the d i v e r -
sion airfield at Carnaby, which
h a d the longest a i r- s t r ip in the
UK, and, being on the coast,
w a s a n idea l p lace to l and
planes in t rouble .

A i r - s e a r e s c u e c o n t i n u e d
be the Marine Branch's

to
m a i n

role until 1958, when helicop-
ters rep laced fl y i n g - b o a t s and
took over most of this sort of
work .

This was a crisis point for
t h e b r a n c h , w h i c h h a s b e e n
s h r i n k i n g s t ead i ly s i n c e t h e n .
Since the war, it has lost the
u n i t s in J a p a n , G e r m a n y, B a h -
r a i n . Gan, Cyprus and M a l t a ,
as well as the home bases at

F a l m o u t h . P o r t r u s h a n d N e w -
h a v e n .

I n fac t . R A F B r i d l i n g t o n
was closed in 1958, but w a s
r e - o p e n e d a f t e r six m o n t h s ,
w i t h t r a i n i n g as i t s p r i m a r y
t a s k . At t h a t t ime . there w e r e
50 m e n there . led by a s q u a d -
ron l eader.

The l and is still o w n e d by
t h e h a r b o u r author i t ies , b u t
t h e b u i l d i n g s a n d e q u i p m e n t
a r e M i n i s t r y of D e f e n c e
p r o p e r t y. a n d t h e i r f u t u r e h a s
still to be decided.

"They call it progress.. I
am too cynical now, but after
a b r e a k I can get b a c k in to it
without
i l lus ioned .

f e e l i n g s o d i s -
T h e 1104 is n o

m o r e , and we shall just have
to lump it," said M a r t i n . A n d
so a n o t h e r p i ece of
force

t h e a i r
s l i p s i n t o h i s t o r y. a n d

t h e l i t t l e u n i t w h i c h h a s b e e n
p a r t o f t h e scenery at B r i d -
l ine ton for so long wi l l jo in
t h e m o r e i l l u s t r i o u s s t a t i o n s ,
f rom D u x f o r d in East A n g l i a
to Dr i ffie ld in th is area, where
the RAF is just a memory.
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B u r n i s t o n m a n
s t i l l missing

113421
Scarborough police a r e still

looking for Scalby S c h o o l
g r o u n d s m a n M r Ronald
Hodgson, w h o d i s a p p e a r e d
from h i s B u r n i s t o n h o m e on
Monday after going to look for
h i s f a m i l y ' s J a c k Russe l l
t e r r i e r.

Mr Hodgson, of 2 South View
Road, left home wear ing black
wellington boots, a green parka-
type coat, a checked shirt, and
brown trousers. He said tha t he
was going to look for the dog.
The animal l a t e r r e tu rned home
a l o n e .

A helicopter from RAF
Leconfield, police dogs, a n d
police h o r s e m e n have been used
to look for Mr Hodgson, but
there is still no sign of his
w h e r e a b o u t s .

Mr Hodgson (56) is a b o u t 5 ft.
T in tall with slightly balding
g r e y hair.

Fit Lt Snowden
F I t Lt B a r n e s
MALM Dav ie s

26 th
Stabbed
man in
air dash
A MAN w a s airlifted
to Castle Hill Hospital
a t C o t t i n g h a m , n e a r
H u l l s u f f e r i n g f r o m se-
v e r e w o u n d s a f t e r a
s t a b b i n g i n c i d e n t i n
C l e e t h o r p e s y e s t e r -
day.

Mr. Terence Day, of
6 2 Daubney Street ,

w a s
t a k e n
Cleethorpes, Grimsby
General Hospital after
b e i n g s t a b b e d in a
h o u s e in M a n c h e s t e r
S t ree t , Cleethorpes,
a t 5 . 2 5 p m .

A f t e r r e c e i v i n g
treatment, he was air-
l i f t e d b y h e l i c o p t e r
f r o m R A F L e c o n fi e l d
t o Hul l w h e r e h e
u n d e r w e n t a n o p e r a -
t i o n o n his neck. His
condition was said to
b e s a t i s f a c t o r y.

A m a n is helping
police with their in-
quiries.

Sqn Ldr Hayes
F t Lt B a r n e ' s
M A L M To d d

2 8 t h
A 342

H u n t f o r
w o m a n
c o n t i n u e s
AN ALL-OUT search was
being concentrated in Flambor-
ough today for the 54-year-old
woman, who has been missing
from her home for nearly two
w e e k s .

Mounted police, coastguards
and police on foot with dogs
were searching from the Danes
Dyke area across the fields to
the village in an effort to trace
Mrs Marion Paton, who dis.
appeared from h e r hom in
Constable Road a week last Fri-
day.

A n RAF helicopter from
Leconfield has combined a rou-
tine exercise with a search of the
headland.
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Clifftop perch
anglers r i s k
life ' in c o n t e s t

A342
COMPETING anglers who perched on
East Coast clifftops, some 200ft. high,
r i sked t h e i r l i v e s for a fish, a
Coastguard chief said yesterday.

S e v e r a l h u n d r e d fi s h e r m e n f rom all o v e r
the North took p a r t in the contest, which had
a fi r s t prize of £250, along 50 miles of the
coast around Bridlington.

S o m e w e r e s e e n . by a n R A F patrol
h e l i c o p t e r 200ft. above the s e a o n cliffs at
F l a m b o r o u g h and Bempton.

The c o a s t g u a r d in c h a r g e of F l a m b o r o u g h
Head, Mr. Vic Crosthwaite, said the helicop-

"I asked him if it was worth it just for a
fi s h a n d h e s a i d it was , a n d a l t h o u g h they
w e r e to ld t h e y s h o u l d p u t a s t a k e in t h e c l i ff s
and tie a rope they went on fishing, " said Mr.
Crosthwai te .

The competition winner was Mr. P a u l
Clayton, of H o r s f o r t h Av e n u e ,
with a 74lb. cod, w h o fi s h e d

Br id l ing ton ,
f r o m S t o t t l e

Nook, Bempton, one of the highest points.
All t h e fi r s t six prize winne r s fi s h e d in this

area and all caught large cods.
T h e highest points

preferred because
on t h e cliff

of t h e shee r d r o p into
deep water where the large fish are.

a r e

ter radioed that a number of anglers were in
very d a n g e r o u s positions.

"One was on s l i p p e r yfoghorn with a sheer drop perch near the100ft. i n t o the
sea. I told him he was on slimy mud after all
t h e r a i n w e h a d had , a n d the c l i ff s w e r e
crumbling but he insisted that he was all
r ight .

15 N O V 80

Filey copter
search for

crashed

hang-glider
A n RAF search-and-rescue

helicopter made a sweep of the
c o a s t a t F i l e y a t t h e w e e k - e n d
after what was thought to be a
h a n g - g l i d e r w a s s e e n to c r a s h
on to the beach north of Filey
B r i g g .

T h e crash was reported by
the crew of the coble Sea Quest.
B u t w h e n t h e a r e a w a s
searched, nothing was found.

A c o a s t g u a r d s p o k e s m a n s a i d
t h a t h a n g g l i d e r s d i d n o t
n o r m a l l y fl y n o r t h of t h e B r i g g ,
a n d i n a n y c a s e , w e a t h e r con-
d i t ions h a d b e e n u n s u i t a b l e .

T h e ob jec t m a y h a v e b e e n a
sheet of t imber blown from the
cliff-top, he said.

28 DEC 80

C o p t e r

・

s a v e s
b e a c h
angler
A HULL MAN who collapsed
while fishing from Holmpton
beach yesterday m o r n i n g w a s
airlifted to hospital by helicop.
ter.

With heavy rain making the
cliff side treacherous, police and
ambulancemen decided it
would be dangerous to try to
carry Mr James Bean to the top
on a stretcher.

They called out an RAF air-sea
rescue helicopter from Lecon-
field which took the sick man to
Hull Royal Infirmary.

Mr Bean (46), of Wingfield
Road, is thought to have had a
heart attack. He was said by a
hospital spokesman today to be
"quite satisfactory."

A Withernsea police spokes-
man said Mr Bean collapsed
after complaining of chest pains

a t about 8.30 am. His son-in-law
Mr Andrew Cowley, who was
fishing with him, summoned
help.

He added that because persis
tent rain had made the cliff side
slippery it was decided to call in
the helicopter. "They got us out
of a tricky situation," said Chief.
Insp. David Hopwood.

19 DEC 80

Helicopter
d r a m a

A 3 4 2
A R o y a l A i r F o r c e r e s c u e

h e l i c o p t e r w a s c a l l e d in by
Nottinghamshire police on
Wednesday to remove a man's
body from Cromwell Weir and
was successful at the first
a t t e m p t .

The body was spotted on
Monday m o r n i n g b u t river
conditions were so bad that
the police were unable to use
craf t or f r o g m e n t o r e m o v e it.

The body is as yet unidenti-
fied but is believed to be that
of a m a n who was reported
jumping from the Al r o a d
b r idge near Winthorpe last
month.

It is just about five years
ago that the RAF were called
in to help the police and Army
remove bodies from the weir
after an 11-man assault boat
was s w e p t over t h e weir a n d
t e n m e n d i o d .
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It's 2,000 up for
Leconfield's
helicopter heroes

MALM D a v i e s FitL+ G i b b o n Fit Lt A s h t o n

XP354ROYAL AIR FORCE
RESCUE "RAF

RESCUE



ASOC
T H E W h i r l w i n d h e l i c o p t e r c r e w
who re turned to R A F Leconfield
a f t e r t h e s t a t i on ' s 2 , 0 0 0 t h
mission on Friday night did not
c e l e b r a t e .

The three men, who make up
o n e o f the s t a t i o n ' s f o u r
o p e r a t i o n a l c rews , h a d no t
battled to be on that flight, but
they admitted that the thought
tha t it would b e t h e i r n a m e s
r e c o r d e d against the 2,000th
s c r a m b l e in the miss ion log w a s
pleasing.

T h e pilot, Fl ight-Lieut
Martyn Ashton, his navigator,
F l i g h t - L i e u t A l e x G i b b o n a n d
Master-Air-Loadmaster Gordon
D a v i e s airlifted a 12-year-old
boy from Grimsby across the
Humber to a Hull hospital after
he had sustained a fractured
sku l l in a r o a d a c c i d e n t .

Search-and-rescue helicop-
ters have flown from Lecon-
fi e l d since 1957, bu t the 3 5

aircrew and ground staff are
n o w t h e on ly RAF. personnel

- there. Leconfield w a s t a k e n

over by the Army in 1977.
Their role is an important

one. They provide 24-hour cover
365 days of the year for an area
stretching from Redcar in the
north to Lancaster in the west,
and Birmingham and The Wash
in the s o u t h plus an area up to
90 miles into the North Sea.

The Leconfield patch can go
beyond that 90-mlle radius. To
two gas rigs, the Amoco Eight
•Alpha a n d t h e W h i s k y
Alpha, both have helipads and
allow the Whirlwinds to refuel
when they are out at sea.

A i r - s e a r e s c u e i s n o t t h e
s t a t i o n ' s p r i m a r y c o n c e r n .
T h e i r main role is the rescue of
mi l i ta ry personnel in distress
a n d the i r secondary role is the
rescue of passengers of civi l

a i r c r a f t who are in distress.
Third in priori ty are any other

inc iden ts - and it is these which
m a k e up between 90 a n d 95 per
teent o f t h e missions flown by
Leconfield crews.

5 3 0 ₴

ANGELS O F MERCY
* SHAUN JOHANNSEN (12), from Humberston,

was recovering from a fractured skull in
Hull Royal Infirmary today where h e was
rushed in an historic emergency airlift by an
RAF helicopter crew from Leconfield.

The flight, which saved the boy a grue-
iling three-hour ambulance journey, was
the 2,000th emergency mission by the
rescue experts.

In a special two-page feature, beginning
on page 11, we fly with the Leconfield
"angels."

Casualties from land or sea,
are taken to the neares t suitable
hospital - one with facilities for
the helicopters to land. S c a r -

borough Hospital is one of those
on the constantly updated list.

Apart from rescues at sea the
c r e w s a r e experienced in the
searching for and rescuing of
people on moorland and o n

cliffs .
One of their more mundane

but none-the-less impor tan t jobs
like their 2,000th scramble

is the transfer of hospital
patients from Gr imsby to Hull.
The need for this will probably
disappear with the completion
of the Humber Bridge.

Each month the crews have to
car ry out a strict training
p r o g r a m m e , which is a l l -
important in encouraging team-
work. Any rescue is essentially
a t e a m effort , wi th each
member of the crew trusting the
others implicitly.

The pilot, the captain of the
t e a m , i s "blind"' w h e n at-
tempting a rescue. H e m u s t
depend on his winch-operator
for direct ions.

T h e l o a d m a s t e r , d a n g l i n g a t
the end of the steel cable, is the
man who plucks the victim from
the sea or a windswept moor
His d i r e c t i o n s to the winch-
o p e r a t o r are relayed to the
pilot.

All winchmen are non-
c o m m i s s i o n e d o f fi c e r s a n d all
a r e v o l u n t e e r s . M a s t e r - A i r -
Loadmaster Jeff Todd flew on
the 1,000th m i s s i o n f r o m
Leconfield, in 1974, when he and
his colleagues lifted an injured
m a n f r o m a t r a w l e r .

He volunteered for the winch-
m a n ' s r o l e 12 y e a r s a g o ,
because he was seeking job
satisfaction a n d the felling at
the end of the day that he had
d o n e something to help
somebody else.

Practice for Jeff. Todd's job
cannot be s imula ted a n d D
Flight's co-existence with the
Army at Leconfield has h a d an
u n e x p e c t e d bonus .

M a n y i s t h e y o u n g s o l d i e r w h o
h a s ' ' v o l u n t e e r e d ' ' t o l e t M r
T o d d a n d h i s col leagues
p rac t i s e t h e i r s e a - r e s c u e
techniques in Bridlington Bay.

• M a i n t e n a n c e o n one of the squadron ' s Whirlwind
helicopters being carried out by Cpis Fred Beamish (left),



H i s t o r i c
m e r c y
m i s s i o n
A YOUNG BOY injured in a road accident was today
seriously ill in Hull Royal Infirmary — unaware his
tragedy has made history for RAF helicopter crews
based at Leconfield ' s N o r m a n d y Barracks.

The victim — a 12-year-old
pedestrian from South Humber- copters, which until last year

side was air-lifted from Grimsby operated 202 Squadron
(Search and Rescue).last night in the 2,000th emer- FIt. Lt. Ashton described lastgency mission flown by the

search and rescue experts. night's flight as "routine. " He

A Whirlwind helicopter from explained: "There was a strong
'D Flight, 22 Squadron, chalked wind but nothing really to worry
t h e landmark. after about. Except we did have to fly
'scrambled'

being
for the mission backwards to land.

when doctors ordered the boy to "It was a mission we have

be transferred from Grimsby done many times before. We

General Hospital because of his estimate 20 per cent. of all our
injuries. scrambles are 'medivacs' from

A copter piloted by Flt. Lt. Grimsby to Hull Royal Infir-
Martin Ashton, navigated by FIt. mary."
Lt. Alex Gibbon and crewed by • A special report on the role
Master A i r L o a d e r G o r d o n of the RAF rescue helicopters at
Davies took off from Leconfield Leconfield will appear in next
after being alerted by Grimsbv week's Hull Daily Mail.
ambulance staff.

The boy, Shaun Johannsen. of
Lidgard Road, Humberston, had
been rushed to Grimsby General
Hospital after he was in collision
with a car in the village last
n i g h t .

Doctors discovered he had
suffered a fractured skull and
feared a journey by ambulance
to Hull would take too long and
be too much of a risk.

Shaun was loaded into the
helicopter after the aircraft
landed in a playing field near the
hospital - a regular touchdown
point used in similar missions.
Police cars formed a circle with
their headlights blazing to guide
Fit. Lt. Ashton to the ground.

The boy was landed at Hull
and rushed for treatment. His
condition today was described
as 'poorly.'

The mission saved an
ambulance making a three-hour
journey by road.

Over 1,370 lives have now
been saved by Leconfield's heli-



ANY d a y n o w t h e a l a r m b e l l s a r e g o i n g
t o g o i n t h e c r e w r o o m o f D - F l i g h t , 2 2
Squadron, Royal Air Force, Beconfield
and yet another mission will be o n its
w a y s t r a i g h t into Humberside's
record books.

For the men who fly the bright yellow
rescue helicopters f r o m a windswept
c o r n e r of t h e f o r m e r RAF b a s e a r e s e t t o
g o o n t h e i r 2 . 0 0 0 t h m i s s i o n .

They have already carried out 1,999
mercy flights f r o m t h e former bomber
base just north of Beverley - the latest
being a "medevac" flight w h e n they
t o o k a 76-year-old man from Grimsby to
Hull R o y a l I n fi r m a r y

M i s s i o n n u m b e r 2 , 0 0 0 c o u l d c o m e
tomorrow, next week o r next month.
T h e o n l y t h i n g c e r t a i n i n t h e l i v e s o f t h e
a r o u p o f 3 5 R A F o f fi c e r s a n d m e n w h o
opera te f rom w h a t is n o w the Army's
School of Mechanical Transport i s tha t
i t w i l l c o m e . F o r their services have
been in demand from the day they se t up
shop in Leconfield.

That was back in June, 1957, when
257 Squadron began operating Syca-
m o r e hel icopters f rom t h e stat ion, t hen
a fighter base . Previously, search aid
r e s c u e machines had been operated
from North Co te s a c r o s s t h e Humber
but it had been discovered that the salt
air - North Cotes is nothing more than a
stone 's throw from the North Sea - was
corroding the helicopter r o t o r b l a d e s
and a more hospitable climate had to be
f o u n d .

In December, 1959, that SAR unit
became part of 228 Squadron, later 202
Squadron, a n d b e g a n operat ing the
familiar yellow Whirlwinds from Lecon-
fi e l d .

Last summer i t changed again to 22
Squadron. B u t what hasn ' t changed is
t h e nature of t he job or the dedication
a n d skill o f the men who do it.

What firs t human d r a m a sent t h e
crews racing f rom Leconfield n o one
knows. The r e c o r d b o o k s a t Leconfield
only go back t o the late 1960s and the
squadron scrapbooks a few years ear-
lier.

Perhaps it was an injured trawlerman,
a child trapped on the cliffs at Flambor-
ough, a yachtsman in difficulties in the
Humber, a sick crew member o f a cargo
v e s s e l o r an RAF pilot who had had t o
b a l e o u t o v e r t h e N o r t h S e a . O r p e r h a p s
it was one of the mercy fl i g h t s to take
p a t i e n t s f r o m h o s p i t a l s in G r i m s b y a n d
S c u n t h o r p e . t o H u l l . R o v a l i n fi r m a r y
w h i c h a r e dot ted through the brief
accounts of each flight i n the records.

I n t h a t t i m e t h e r e h a v e b e e n f e w
incidents, m i n o r o r m a j o r , along. t h e
c o a s t l i n e f r o m Skegness to F l a m b o r -
ough which has no t needed the helicop-
t e r men from Leconfield.

Their skills have been needed to res-
cue, to t ranspor t a n d to observe, e ach of
w h i c h t h e y c a n do quicker and more
effect ively t h a n t h e t radi t ional rescue
services o n the ground.

T h e   r e c o r d   s h o w s   1 , 3 7 1   ' ' s u r v i v o r s "
from t h e 1,996 missions. Survivors is a
term equally applied t o the 76-year-old
hospital patient to the three men pluck-
ed from the wreckage of the Sea Gen 15
y e a r s a g o , f o r w h i c h o n e c r e w m e m b e r
earned the George Medal. These are just
a f e w e x a m p l e s f r o m L e c o n fi e l d ' s l o g : -

JULY 13, 1969. Swimmer in difficulties
off Wonderland, Cleethorpes. Search car-
ried out with negative results, body later
w a s h e d u p .

MARCH 9, 1972: Mand taken from
Grimsby fishing vessel Grenaa Pearl, 15
miles NE Spurn to Grimsby General Hos-
pital ...
MARCH 25, 1974. Search for missing girl,
2½ years. Found by police asleep under
h e d g e . . .
AUGUST 4, 1976. Seaman t a k e n from
fishing vessel Shepherd L a d suffering
from dog fish bite, 15 miles ENE Spurn,
taken t o Hull Royal Infirmary
OCTOBER 6, 1976. Investigate body in
w a t e r off D o n n a Nook. T u r n e d o u t to b e a
t r e e t r u n k …

And so the catalogue of mercy goes
o n . In t h e h e a v y s n o w o f 1 9 7 9 , t h e
c r e w s o f L e c o n fi e l d fl e w r o u n d - t h e -
c l o c k m i s s i o n s , s u p p l y i n g f o d d e r t o ou t -
lying farms, lifting YEB eng inee r s to
repair damaged power lines, kidney
machines a n d c o a s t g u a r d s t o t h e
Sprung Point station cut off by huge
drif ts .

Throughout m o s t o f t h i s t ime the
m i s s i o n s h a v e b e e n c a r r i e d o u t b y t h e
W h i r l w i n d s , a 1950s-design helicopter
still doing service in t h e 1980s.

N e x t J u l y , f u r t h e r d e f e n c e c u t s n o t
withstanding, they are d u e to be re-
placed by far more modern Wessex heli-
c o p t e r s .

The Whirlwind has a range of 85 miles,
allowing the machine 20 minutes work-
i n g t i m e b e f o r e t h e r e t u r n j o u r n e y. T h e
Wessex will increase this only marginal-
ly b u t in r e c e n t yea r s t h e he l i cop te r
crews have managed to considerably

rigs as North SeaThe crews work 24-hour shifts fol.
lowed by a fu r the r 24-hour pe r iod of
being o n call a t their homes and during
each shift they are expected to carry out
a couple of training flights over t h e
North Humbers ide c o a s t l i n e or "dry"
winches over t he airfield itself to keep
t h e h a n d i n f o r t h e r e a l e m e r g e n c y .

Story: Pat Otter
Picture: Brian Frith.



L e F : w a i t i n g tor c a n
number 2000 are Fit. Lt.
Alex Gibson, Fit. Lt.
Martyn Ashton a n d
M.A.L.M. Gordon
Davies.

RIGHT: Winchman,
Sgt. W. Laken, runniskphones,
undertaken by all crew
m e m b e r s .

T H E A C T I O N M E N
A n g e l s o f a i r
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RESCUE

-RAF
RESCUE a l w a y s r e a d y

A LAZY, hot summer's after-
noon on the beach at Bridling-
ton crowded with high-season By Paul Williamson and machines stay

Humberside u n d e ;

holidaymakers. dron's control.
Dad dozes in his deckchair Chat to the crew in their quie-

while Mum offers her back as a ter m o m e n t s - 9 0 per cent. of
and Allied pilots brought down But 202 is still
in the sea off the coast. with affection as

sacrifice to the sun to get a tan their time, they claim. consists But the majority of emergency
which will impress the neigh- of waiting for the red phone to

who carried out
scrambles take place to rescue

bours back home. ring-and they will cringe at the
county's most dri

civilians whether on ships in
Teenager Tommy is further thought of being anything more

sions flying survivo

down the beach playing in the
trouble far out to sea or holiday. jaws of death.

than skilled RAF experts " just makers in trouble on the East Not surprisingly,
surf on the newly-bought air. doing a job." Coast from the Wash to Whitby. m o t t o
bed Dad's wheezing lungs have Chat t o hundreds of

was "Set
The Whirlwinds have been at lante '-which in Er



S c r a m b l e . A joint operation with the ground crew and duty flight.

H e r o i c s a r e
r u l e d o u t ...

EXHIBITION
N E W HEARING AIDS

IMMEDIATE FITTINGS
WE DISPENSE ALL REPUTABLE MAKES. INSPECT AND TRY:
SUB-MINIATURE AIDS WITH THE NEW SILICONE CHIPS: POWER-
FUL BODY AIDS, SPECTACLE AIDS, also CORRECTORS TO SLIP

IN THE EAR.
*

PLEASE N O T E : -
1. This is our ONLY CENTRE. Consultations are free.
2. We specialise ONLY in HEARING AIDS.

We do NOT dabble in other fields |
3. We are the ONLY centre to carry an extensive range of cords

and accessories.
We are the ONLY centre stocking DURACELL BATTERIES Nos.
401, 13. 575, 675, 312, 1500 in all sizes and strengths. Popular
sizes at greatly reduced prices. We also supply DOUBLE LIFE ZINC
AIR BATTERIES

SPEEDY REPAIRS to all makes of aids (estimates given). FREE
HOME HEARING TESTS (East Riding area). Please ask for details.

CURDILERETA CALADLO H O R U T A N S A N

just inflated.
Thirty minutes later. D a d

forces open an eye against the
glare of the sky and mumbles
with a sigh: "I wonder where
our Tommy's got to Ma?"

A tiny seed of doubt lingers in
Mum's ears. Rising to her feet.
she scans the beach with her
eyes. Suddenly, panic and fear
change her features as she spots
her son.
The teenager-who if he has not
been told once has been told a
thousand times not to stray too
far--is drifting out to sea. Cling-
ing to the air-bed which has sud-
denly become a life-jacket. one
arm waves in the air in blind
desperation.

Dad flies off the beach-h i s
deckchair dreams shattered by a
nightmare he will never forget.
Grabbing a 'phone. his fingers
find the three numbers at the
bottom of the dial …

Seconds later. the red tele-
phone perching in the opera-
tions room of D Flicht* 22

s w i m m e r s , b o a t m e n , y a c h t e n t n -

usiasts, farmers and trawlermen
and they will tell you THEIR
story of the men from 22. It may
take some t ime-there are 2.000
of them to tell.

Officially. 'D Flight'-just
one of five with others based at
C h i v e n o r . Devon. Leuchars.
Scotland, RAF Valley and Man-
ston, Kent-has. as its main task
the search and rescue of RAF

L e c o n t i e r a m u e n l o n g e r t h a n
No. 22 Squadron, which has a
pair of flying ducks on its crest.
Until 1979, the aircraft were atta-
ched to No. 202 Squadron which
also performs in the search and
rescue role.

The change-over came when
202 was re-equipped with long-
range Sea King helicopters and
re-deployed to other parts of the
coun t ry. The Leconfield men

c ia l ly -and much
with its public ir
" Two-oh-Two Tal
You," something i
fishermen and holi
Humberside for ne

When the chang
the unofficial mott
to a simply

Continued ov
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