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3rd. Sqn Lar Jeff Whitehead. Flt Lt Mark Hewitt. Sgt Terry Williamson.
Having heard overnight of fl a r e s being sighted it came as no surprise to have to
get up at fi r s t light to go and look for the source. Nothing was found, and
l a t e r t ransp i red that nothing was reported e i the r missing or in t r o u b l e .

3rd. Sqn Ldr J e f f Whitehead. Master Nav Ron Dedmen. M a s t e r ALM Dave Allen.
There was t h i s chap on t h i s Sai lboard in t h i s s t rong wind . . . who decided to have
a go at get t ing to Norway. Thenhe jumped off and swam. The he got picked up
by Helicopter as it was quite obvious to him as well as us that he was'nt going
to get to the shore with arm and leg power. When deposited with the Coastguard
at Skipsea his legs gave way as he was somewhat exhausted! His Sailboard was not
recovered, but his last words were, apparently, that he did 'nt want to see the
b . . . . y t h i n g a g a i n . . ever!!

5th. F l t Lt Paul lOngden. Master Nav Ron Dedmen. Master ALM Dave Allen.
Report of a Trawler sunk off New Holland Pier, which turned out to be a f a l s e a l a r m
the trawler having been moored there overnight, and missing in the morning - i t
turned up in Grimsby eventua l ly•

7th. Sqn Ldr Jeff Whitehead. Flt Lt Graham Clark. Master AIM Eric Ainslie.
Almost dark call to two swimmers who 'disappeared' when swimming from a sandbank
to the shore off Clee thorpes . . After a lengthy search i t was considered - and l a t e r

turned out to be,a well in tent ioned false alarm, the onlooker concerned having
mistaken two huoys as being people, and moving in the fast tide - just as the pilot
d i d when he fi r s t saw them.

11th. Flt It John Sutherland. Master Nav Ron Dedmen. Sgt Terry Williamson.
Nasty old windy night, and the Hull to Rottedam Ferry, the Norwave, decides to set
l i g h t to i t ' s engine room. Fortunately not yet out of the Humber Estuary, but two

Fire Officers were deposited on the ship in somewhat unpleasant conditions to assess
the s i t u a t i o n . 'Norwave' was then towed to Imminghan where many Firemen put the firsout

12th. Sqn Lar Jeff Whitehead. Flt Lt Mark Hewitt. Master ALM Syd Hutchinson.
The 'Renate S', a Freighter/Coaster from Norway to Rochester went missing - obviously
in the gale overnight. No Dis t ress call heard and a Nimrod s ighted wreckage which
was ident ified by Syd as being the lifeboat from the ship. No survivors found.

16th. Flt Lt Tom Taylor. Fl t Lt Gaham Clark. Master ALM Eric Ainslie.
at 5 in the morning call to take out a pump to the 'Mary Ronn' a trawler taking on
l i t t l e fish but much water. Regretably she was 120 miles out - so we flew the route

and put Eric on the t rawler with the pump. Which d i d ' n t work. So he came
off and we flew to a rig to refuel and standby w h i l Boulmer sent a Sea King with

The Sea King had a Transmission problem indicated and promptly landed
on a n o t h e r Rig. Enter on scene the second Boulmer Sea King - with grounderew who
landed on the rig to repair the fi r s t , transferred the pump, and then it was taken
to the Mary Ronn. She was last heard of pumping madly and making for Grimsby under

Rumour has it that she made it in a couple of days as we have got our useless
pump back. E N T E L   N E N   T H R E N R I T E R   C O F   N O R W E G I A N   M A N U F A C T U R E ' )

25th Sqn Ldr Jeff Whitehead. F l t . I t . Adrian Rule. Sgt. Terry Williamson.
Lunchtime call on a quiet Sunday to a Fisherman who had been swept off the rocks

at Filey B r i g g and was struggling i n the water. Originally there were two in the
water - unfortunately by the time we arrived the ILB had pulled one out, later to

be declared dead o n arrival a t Scarborough Hospital, while the other had struggled
a s h o r e .

27th. San Ldr Jeff Whitehead. FIt It Adrian Rule. Master AIM EriT Ainslie. (NocEnt ECHANGE
Very late i n the evening on a misty night, just a f t e r a night Navex when a Tornado
crashes close to Sandringham - the Navigator is picked up by Co l t i sha l l while the

pilot i s still m i s s ing . After a n early morning search by both Coltishall and us,
the pilot i s eventually found with the crashed a i r c r a f t - a todal e l e c t r i c s f a i l u r e

caused the a c c i d e n t .



27 tho

28 tho

September 1983 (conta)

FIt It John Dean. FIt It Mark Hewitt. FIt It Brown Master AIM Dave Allen.
Chivenor pilot, a n extra nav with a chap from Valley, both on detachment to help
out, and assisting i n the Tornado search.

Flt It John Sutherland Flt It Graham Clark Sgt Terry Williamson®
Search for an escaped prisoner from Selby prison nothing found, but it transpires some

weeks later that i t is Arthur Hutchinson, who meantime murders three i n Sheffield -
pity we could'nt find h i m when he originally escaped.



Mystery
of red
flare off
Hornsea
NORTH Humberside rescue
services were today trying
to solve the r idle of a mys-
terious firing of two red par-
achute flares off Hornsea
late last night.

When the flares were seen
Bridlington and Humber
lifeboats w e r e b o t h laun-
ched and the Trinity House
boat, Siren, joined in.

B u t desp i t e a fi v e - h o u r
s e a r c h i n difficult condi-
tions, the lifeboat returned
to b a s e a n d , at d a y l i g h t , a n
R A F h e l i c o p t e r f r o m L e c o n -
field took over.

But despite sweeping the
area for 3½ hours, ther was
still n o sign of any boat in
t roub le or any wreckage a n d
it, too, returned to base.

T h i s morning, coas t -
g u a r d s a l o n g the North
H u m b e r s i d e c o a s t m a d e a

s e a r c h o f
b e t w e e n

t h e b e a c h e s
Wi t h e r n s e a a n d

F l a m b o r o u g h H e a d to see if
this would throw any light
on the mystery.

Spurn coastguards said:
" T h e fl a r e s w e r e s e e n by
Members of the publ ic and
confirmed by coastguards atHornsea." T h e y were well-confir-
m e d sightings, yet nothing
was found. We are now start-
ing t o make e x t e n s i v e
inquiries, to see if any boat
is m i s s i n g o r o v e r d u e . "

Bridl ington l i f e b o a t m a n
Brian Cundal l said: "I saw
the flares myself in the dir-
ection of Hornsea. Some-
thing must have sent them
up.

FIRST TIME
Acting Coxswain Tony

Ay r e , w h o w a s i n c h a r g e o f
the Bridlington lifeboat for
the first time, saw the life-
boat safely b a c k in to t h e
boathouse at 5.30 am, and
then w e n t s t r a igh t to work
in his pork butchers shop.
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¾. Jeff WHICHSAS
P L   M A R K   H E W I S T

SET TERRY WILLIASON



Air t r a i n i n g
t h a t r e a l l y
p a i d o f f
RECENT training with RAF
helicopter c r e w s
s o o n e r t h a n

paid off
expected for

two senior North Bank fire
officers, who were airlifted
t o the s t r i c k e n N o r w a v e
within minutes of the call
being received at fire head-
quarters in Worship Street,
Hull.

I n a c a r b o n - c o p y o f e x e r -
cises they had performed in
t h e p a s t s i x w e e k s , divi-
s i o n a l o f fi c e r s F r a n k C l a r k e .
son and Colin McNicol were
rushed by car to Anlaby
Road rugby g round where
they w e r e p l u c k e d i n t o t h e
air by an RAF helicopter
from Leconfield .

Only 20 minutes later,
they were suspended on a
wire over the blazing s h i p
with t h e winch - their only
lifeline — hampered by high
w i n d s and smoke f rom the
fire .

Said Mr McNicol (40), of
E a s t Hul l : "I w a s a p p r e h e n -
sive to say the least.

"But we h a d been training
with j u s t such an incident in
mind, although we n e v e r

e x p e c t e d it w o u l d p a y off so
q u i c k l y .

"It was blowing a gale and
there was a lot of smoke, but
the RAF lads dropped u s
right on the nail. They were
superb."

T h e t w o fi r e m e n w e r e
winched aboard to a s s e s s

t he danger, and report back
to h e a d q u a r t e r s . SO t h a t
l a n d - b a s e d firefighters
c o u l d b e deployed
ciently.

effi-

' FA N TA S T I C
"The ship's crew had done

a f an t a s t i c job. They had
battened down the hatches
and pumped carbon dioxide
into the e n g i n e - r o o m to con-
t a i n t h e fi r e .

M A I L
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"And more importantly,
t h e y h a d kept t he passen-
gers calm."
col.

said Mr McNi-

The man responsible for
k e e p i n g a steady hand on
the controls while the two
fi r e m e n w e r e l o w e r e d o n to
t h e d e c k w a s 27-year-old

pilot, Fit. Lt. John Suther-
H e said: "Luckily, o u r

t r a i n i n g w i t h t h e fi r e
brigade came to fruition.

"There is always a danger
where there is turbulence of
giving the man on the end of
the wire a heavy landing or
bashing h i m i n t o s o m e -
thing.

"But there were no prob-
lems although t h e smoke
made us cough a bit."

During the pitch-black
operation, Fit. Lt . S u t h e r -
land was assisted by Master
Navigator Ron Dedman and
w i n c h m a n , Sgt. Te r r y
Wilson.l

THE NORWAVE
DRAMA

VIP grizzly bear
e s c a p e s
fire d r a m a
A VIP passenger w a s o n
b o a r d t h e Norwave only
hours before its journey to
Zeebrugge.

Hercules, the 72 s t o n e
grizzly bear, star of TV com-
mercials, was returning t o
Britain from Hollywood
where he had been filming
the latest James Bond movie
Octopussy.

The last leg of his journey
w a s from Zeebrugge t o Hull
on the North Sea Ferry before
going into six months q u a r
antine in Edinburgh Zoo.

"NORWAVE"
FITLE JOHN SUTHERLAND
M. NAV RON DEMEN

SET TERRY WILLIAMSON
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PAUL LONEDEN
RON BEDMEN e DAVE ALLEN
* Missing

t r awle r
mystery
solved
WORKERS at New Holland
Pier today raised the a la rm
when they thought a trawler
h a d s u n k i n
w i n d s .

gale force

But the trawler, the 60ft.
inshore vessel Maaike, had
m o v e d d o w n r i v e r a n d
taken refuge in Gr imsby
Fish Docks after leaving a
dinghy at a mooring bouy
near t h e pier.

The inflatable dinghy was
seen capsized and partially
submerged, and people on
the scene early today feared
t h e trawler had sunk.

The men raised the alarm
a n d a he l icopter f rom 22
S e a r c h a n d Rescuel Squa-
dron, RAF Leconfield, was
s e n t to t h e s c e n e .

The mystery was quickly
solved after the hel icopter ' s
w i n c h m a n M a s t e r A i r L e a d
M a s t e r Dave Al len h a d
s p o k e n to the worke r s a n d
made other inquiries, b u t
there was no sign of the
d ighy.

Lucky to
b e alive . .

PHPOCKLINGTON m a n

was rescued by an RAF heli-
c o p t e r c r e w t o d a y , a s h e
tr ied t os w i m a s h o r e at
Ulrome. n e a r B r i d l i n g t o n
after wind-surfing from the
b e a c h .

He is Mr Stephen Hodg-
kin (33), of Burnby, Pock-
l ing ton w h o had l o s t h i s
s u r t b o a r d .

He was still half-a-mile
f r o m s h o r e a n d w a s
e x h a u s t e d w h e n h e w a s
picked up.

A member of the helicop-
t e r crew said: "We put him
ashore on the beach. He was
very lucky to be alive."

Mystery
of red
flare off
Hornsea
NORTH Humberside rescue
services were today trying
to solve the ridlle of a mys-
terious firing of two red par-
achute flares off Hornsea
la te l as t n igh t .

When the flares were seen
Bridlington and H u m b e r
l i feboatsw e r e b o t h l a u n -
ched and the Trinity House
boat, Siren, joined in.

But de sp i t e a five-hour
s e a r c h in difficult condi-
tions, the lifeboat returned
t o base and, at daylight, an
RAF helicopter from Lecon-
fie ld took over.

But despite sweeping the
area for 3½ hours, ther was
still no sign of any boat in
trouble or any wreckage and
it, t o o , r e t u r n e d t o b a s e .

T h i s coast-
guards along the North
H u m b e r s i d e c o a s t m a d e a
s e a r c h o f t h e
b e t w e e n Withernsea and
Flamborough Head to see if
this would throw any light
on the mystery.

Spurn coastguards said:
"The flares were seen by
Members of the public and
confirmed by coastguards at
Hornsea .

"They were well-confir-
med sightings, yet nothing
was found. We are now start-
ing to m a k e e x t e n s i v e
inqu i r i e s , to see i f a n y b o a t
is missing or overdue."
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Wi n d - s u r f e r
A342a i r - l i f t e d
to safety

A wind- su r f e r w a s air- l i f ted to
safety after getting into difficul-
t i e s o f f Ulrome on Saturday
morning .

Mr Stephen Hodgkin (33), of
Beck House, Burnby, became
separated from his craft, and
could not swim back in heavy
s e a s .

helicopter from RAF
L e c o n fi e l d w a s c a l l e d , a n d h e
was lifted to safety - but the
craft could not be retrieved.

B r i d l i n g t o n coastguard i n
c h a r g e M r Keith Cattermole
s a i d : "He was very grateful to
t h e h e l i c o p t e r a n d t o l d m e t h e r e

was no way he could have got
back to shore on his own."

Mr Hodgkin was treated at
Lloyd Hospital.

MARK HEWTT
DAVE ALLEN

G a l e s
A342|5
c a u s e

p o w e r
c h a o s

O f fi c i a l s arrived at the North
Marine R o a d ground where the

f e s t i v a l a n d Asda Cricket
Challenge competition is o n ,

3 SEr 83 find the twisted covers had made
deep

h a d
h o l e s in t h e pitch. T h e s e

t o be h a s t i l y repaired.
A tent i n s i d e t h e ground took

o f f a n d finished u p i n The
C r i c k e t e r s p u b l i c h o u s e car park
on the o t h e r side o f the road.

An RAF helicoter from Lecon-
feld rescued a surfboard sailor,
Stephen Hodgkin, o f Pockling-

ton, blown off h i s surfboard o f f
Ultrome, South o f Bridlington
and trying t o s w i m a s h o r e .

An articulated lorry was
blown o v e r on the Al a t Bor-

JEFt WHITERAD oughbridge, ' b u t no-one was in-
jured.

Selby

RON DEDMEN
p o l i c e reported

t h e o n l yc a l l s t h e y
today
received i n -

volved branches blown from
trees, w h i c h w e r e removed b y

DAVE ALLEN officers.
A motorcyclist sustained slight

injuries w h e n h e f e l l from his
macitine i n

Newthorpe,
t h eh i g h winds at

Elmet.
n e a r Sherburn-in-

At Thorpe Willoughby, a
garden wall b l e w d o w n and at
Carlton, on the bridge carrying
the A1041 Selby t o Snaith road
over the Aire, s c a f f o l d i n g planks

h a d t o
started

be secured after they
blowing onto t h e road.

A fallen tree blocked t h e route
from Busby Stoop t o Topcliffe
earlier today, and roads around
Thirsk had t o be cleared by
county council workmen

Trees also came down on the
Helmsley t o Oswaldkirk road at

G o l d e n Square and
Hovingham

a c r o s s
to Helmsley

the
r o a d

j u s t outside Hovingham, and on
the r o a d t o Castle H o w a r d from

t h e A64 n e a r the We l b u r n turn-
off. Holidaymakers had t o go
via We lbu rn v i l l a g e to get on t o
the A64 including coaches.
W o r k m e n were

t o r e m o v e
r o a d s

t w o
today called

trees down o n
a t A s k h a m Bryan a n d

Angram.



NORWAVE (British) A 3 4 2 / 6
Spurn Point, Sept 11 - Following

received from Hull Radio: Ro-ro m
ferry Norwave (Hull for Zeebrugge) at
anchor Grimsby Road with a serious
fire in the engine-room. Two tugs
proceeding, also fire brigade and Spurn
pilots alerted. Urgency broadcast being
transmitted by Hull Radio. RAF heli-
copter from Leconfield proceeding to
pick up two fire officers and take them
to Norwave. Coastguard Humber
MRSC.

London, Sept 12 - Firemen today
brought under control a blaze in the
engine-room of the Norwave after she
berthed at Immingham. The fire-fight-
ers had to wait until the 55 passengers
and 49 crew had been evacuated from
the vessel before moving in to tackle the
blaze. The fire started in the engine-
room at 2200 yesterday as the Norwave
was leaving for Zeebrugge. The vessel
was in the River Humber off Grimsby.
Crew members shut down the engines
and sealed off the engine-room. Twelve
firemen were taken to the vessel by tug,
while two senior fire officers flew out by
helicopter. Several tugs from Hull and
Grimsby towed the Norwave to
Immingham, where she berthed early
today. A Coastguard spokesman said
evacuation of the passengers and crew
w a s slowed because the jetty at
Immingham was not designed to dis-
embark people from a vessel the size of
the Norwave. The fire was believed to
have been started by a fuel leak.
Press Association.

Immingham, Sept 12 - Norwave, on
passage from Hull to Zeebrugge, had
fire in engine-room night of Sept 11.
Vessel towed to Immingham Bulk
Terminal jetty and berthed 0330 today.
Shore firemen extinguished fire and
Norwave proceeded from Immingham
under tow at 1200 today for Hull for
examination and repairs. — Lloyd's
Sub-agents.

London, Sept 12 - The Norwave
will be docked at Hull this afternoon for
a survey of the fire damage. Her
passengers are being offered berths on
her sistership, ro-ro m ferry Norwind,
which will sail from Hull for Zeebrugge
this evening. A spokesman for Humber
Tugs Ltd whose vessel took part in the
emergency, said there were difficulties
in getting towlines on board because of
high winds but there were no real prob-
lems in berthing the vessel. - Press
Association.

Blaze drama ferry
LISER 83 towed into port

JOMN SUTZRLAND
RON DEDMEN

A blazing North Sea f e r r 19 ship at sea
was,towed b a c k into port with Tw o senior fire officers
more than 100 passengers and risked their l i v e s when t h e y

crew on board in a dramatic were winched force
r e s c u e .

Fire experts watched from a
wing fronhen RAP helicopter

helicopter t h e ferry
to the ferry

They battened down hatches
Norwave was towed into the and emptying tanks of special
H u m b e r s i d e p o r t of gas into the engine room to

TERRY WILLIAMSON Immingham, with flames and contain the blaze.
smoke streaming from the The Norwave w a s i n t h e

engine room. River H u m b e r
bound for Zeebrugge

They ordered the 55 pas- Belgium, when leaking f u e l
sengers and 49 crew to remain caught fire.

on board during the agonising It had sailed from Hull and
six-hour drama - because it would normally have had 250
was too dangerous to evacuate passengers on board.
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M A C K HEWITT
HUTCHINSONS1D

Search for
ship is A342-
called off
Yorkshire Post Reporter
NO further searches are
t o be m a d e f o r t h e
G e r m a n sh ip Rena te S
missing in the North Sea.
Humber Coastguard said
yes t e rday.

S e a r c h e s by ai rc ra f t
and shipping were called
off y e s t e r d a y following
t h e d i s c o v e r y o f w r e c a g e
and a lifeboat indentified
a s coming f rom t h e
H a m b u r g r e g i s t e r e d ship,
w h i c h d i s a p p e a r e d i n
g a l e w h i l e o n passage
f r o m Norway t o Kent,
wi th a ca rgo of b u l k zinc.

A s u b m e rg e d lifeboat
from the ship was identi-
fied by an RAF helicopter
c r e w o p e r a t i n g f r o m
L e c o n fi e l d a f t e r it h a d
b e e n spo t ted a b o u t 30
mi les eas t of W h i t b y by
t h e crew of a n R A F
Nimrod.

S e a m e n
A342. missing
T H E four c rew of
German coaster are miss-
ing a f t e r the i r vessel was
l o s t i n t h e N o r t h Sea,
p robab ly d u r i n g t h e

weekend gales.
An a i r a n d s e a s e a r c h

was launched yesterday
for the Renate S, which
was ca r ry ing a cargo of
zine, a f t e r t w o e m p t y
liferafts were picked up
by a n o i l r ig support
vessel, the Esso Forth.

A helicopter f r o m RAF
L e c o n fi e l d l a t e r saw a
d i n g h y with the vessel's
n a m e , a n d t h e Whitby
lifeboat later picked up a
door from the coaster.



A i r a n d s e a search is cal led off

NO H O P E
FOR LOST
SAILORS
A N A I R a n d s e a
rescue opera t ion
w a s a b a n d o n e d
today after four
s e a m e n w e r e
f e a r e d d r o w n e d
off Whitby.

A lone G e r m a n air-
craft is expec t ed t o
scour the a rea 40 miles
south-east o f Whitby
for survivors from t h e
R e n a t e S w h i c h 1S

though t to have sunk in
25 foot seas.

A day-long search by
Whitby lifeboat and Nim-

rod aircraft w a s finally
ha l t ed af ter midnight and
hopes are now fading for
the four G e r m a n crewmen
who were e n r o u t e f o r
O d d a i n N o r w a y

A spokesman for Tees
C o a s t g u a r d s a i d i t is
t h o u g h t t h e 57 met re ves-
sel foundered in gale force
ten condit ions

A search was mounted
following the discovery of
lifeboats and lifebelts by
the 76,000-ton oil tanker,
T h e E s s o For th , yesterday.

T h e tanker was on its
way to t h e Te e s to load a
cargo of crude oil when a

d e fl a t e d l i f e r a f t w a s
spotted.

Captain David Ling or-
dered the engines to be p u t
on standby as he battled to
tu rn his ship a round in the
heavy swell.

A second raft was spot-
ted with a canopy and the
ship was eased alongside
w h i l e the crew tried to
grab it.

The rafts are now on the
deck of the tanker which is
ber thed on the Te e s await-
ing inspection by the Re-
ceiver of Wrecks.

Speaking from t h e

bridge, Captain Ling said:
"The condi t ions ou t there
were appalling. This ship

was rolling about 25 de-
grees in the swell so I
wouldn't give m u c h for
anyone 's chances in the
water.

A nine-hour sea rch of the
area by Whitby l ifeboat
crew, working closely with
a n RAF Nimrod flying
overhead, failed to t u r n up
a n y s u r v i v o r s .

They found only evi-
dence t h a t the 500-ton
c a r g o vessel had been
wrecked. One of its
lifeboats was awash, s t ray
t i m b e r s l i t tered the sea
and fl o a t i n g in the area
was a door from the wheel-
house, still locked a n d in.
its frame.

THIRD MATE of the Esso Forth, Doug Lawson, today
inspecting one of the life-rafts found empty in the North

Sea.

Captain of the Esso Forth, David Ling — "I wouldn't give
much for their chances.".

12 
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f/ur
MALM

MARK
SID

M i s s i n g
c o a s t e r :
S e a r c h
given u p
A S E A and air search for a
G e r m a n c o a s t e r m i s s i n g in
t h e N.. S e a w a s ca l l ed off
today a s h o p e s o f fi n d i n g
su rv ivo r s f aded .

No trace of the four man
crew has been found despite
repeated sweeps of an area
about 30 miles off Whitby
w h e r e w r e c k a g e f r o m t h e
Renate S was spotted yes-
t e rday.

Humber coastguards offi-
cially abandoned the search
t h i s m o r n i n g after Co-

o r d i n a t i n g rescue se rv ices
for almost 24 hours.

The alert was raised early
yesterday after an oil rig
supply vessel spo t t ed two
liferafts from the Renat
S, w h i c h was c a r r y i n g zinc
f r o m N o r w a y to R o c h e s t e r ,
Kent.

T h e
C e n t r e at

German Rescue
Bremen con-

HEWITT
H u r c a n a t S o d

sidered joining the search
overnight, but the move was
ruled out as the likelihood of
finding survivors receded.

A Wessex helicopter from
R A F Leconfield spotted a
lifeboat f rom the 500 t o n
vessel partially submerged
in rough s e a s off Whitby.
There was no sign of life on
board .

A n RAF Nimrod from
Kinloss, Scotland, also spot-
ted an orange life raft and a
yellow life jacket.

At the height o f t h e
search, two RAF N i m r o d s
and the Leconfield helicop-
t e r fl e w in w i n d s g u s t i n g u p
t o 40 knots.

As dusk fell last night, the
Whitby life-boat joined the
search and recovered the
life-boat spotted by the heli-
c o p t e r.

One Nimrod was still fly-
ing after da rk , m a k i n g a

radar search of t h e sea area
where the ship is believed to
have gone down.

A coastguard spokesman
said the search had covered
2,610 square miles. T h e r e

was now little hope of find-
ing the c r e w alive.

The coaster Mairi Everard
which ditched part of its
timber cargo to right
severe list during weekend
storms, w a s e x p e c t e d i n

Hull today t o h a v e the
damage inspected.

S h e w a s escorted into
Grimsby yesterday by the
H u m b e r life-boat.

C o n d i t i o n s h a v e im-
o r o v e d off the N o r t h
H u m b e r s i d e c o a s t a n d o n l y

two of the nine merchant
vessels w h i c h sheltered
from the northerly gale were
still in Bridlington Bay this
m o r n i n g

It was e x p e c t e d t h e y
would depart during t h e

d a y.



Lifeboat drama as Yorks angler is swept to his death

S e a h e r o b r a v e s w a v e s -
A Yorkshire lifeboatman could be in line for a bravery
award after plunging into 11ft. waves off the east coast
th i s w e e k e n d in a vain bid t o s a v e a n angler.

Mr. Colin Haddington dived into the sea off Filey Brigg in
an attempt to keep angler Mr. John Blackburn, 54, afloat.

But when Mr. Blackburn was pulled on board the inshore
lifeboat he was already dead. Attempts to revive him with the

kiss of life failed.
Mr. B l a c k b u r n ,

F o l j a m b e S t r e e t ,
of

field,
Wake-

h a d
fishing

b e e n
trip

o n a
yesterday

n e i g h b o u r ,David Rhodes, 27, of the
s a m e s t r e e t .

The h e a d o f Scar-
borough police, S u p t .
Danny Bailey, said their
lines became entangled
w i t h a n o t h e r l ine a n d
they had gone to the edge
of the Brigg to unravel it
w h e n t h e y w e r e b o t h
washed into the sea by a
f r e a k wave.

Mr. R h o d e s m a n a g e d
t o s c r a m b l e t o s a f e t y b u t
Mr. Blackburn was swept
o u t to sea . Mr. R h o d e s
was t a k e n t o S c a r -
borough Hospi ta l suffer-
ing f r o m s h o c k a n d
e x p o s u r e .

A n K A Y r e s c u e h e i l -
O o l e r a i r l i f t ed Mr.
B l a c k b u r n to t h e hospi-
t a l , where he was found
to be dead.

b u t r e s c u e
b i d in v a i n

Mr. Rhodes, a s a l e s
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e w i t h
Yo r k s h i r e Post News-
papers, has a wife, Ti n a ,
a n d a d a u g h t e r , D a w n ,
f o u r .
• Bridlington coastguard
a u x t h a r y boa t b r o u g h t
ashore a s u r f b o a r d r i d e r
caught in a s t i ff North-
e r l y b r e e z e off t h e
resort's south beach.
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SON LAR JEFE WIREHEAD
FELT ADRIAN RULE

S e r ORRY WILLIAMSON

W O R S T
F i l e y c o a s t g u a r d s sa id '

c o n d i t i o n s on t h e
w e r e a m o n g t h e

B r i g g
w O r S t

they h a d s e e n f o r a l o n g
r i m e .

Mr. David Rhodes



Killer t ide
traps day
trip angler
A FISHING trip to the East coast ended in tragedy
yesterday when a middle-aged angler was washed

c u t t o sea by freak
w a v e s .

John Blackburn, 54, tried
saving himself by swimming
back to the shore, b u t w a s
l a t e r seen floating face-

down in the water.
Rescue s e r v i c e s were

immediately a l e r t e d and his
b o d y w a s l a t e r recovered
half a mile out by an R A
helicopter.

Mr Blackburn had gone to
Filey B r i g g the day
w i t h t w o friends and a 12-
year-old boy all from
W a k e f i e l d .

They decided to cast their
lines from a spot known as
Green Rock, o n the north-
ern side o f the town. T o
g e t there, t h e y climbed
d o w n a steep 200-foot cliff
on iron ladders .

Struggle
Later, Mr Blackburm's line

became t a n g l e d w i t h tha t
another angler and he went
into the

O n e • sea to free i t .h i s companions,
27-year-old David Rhodes ,
followed h i m to he lp o u t
when w i thou t w a r n i n g th ree
l a r g e w a v e s h i t
s u c c e s s i o n and

them in
both w e r e

swept away.
Mr R h o d e s managed to

s t ruggle back to t h e rocks .
A police s p o k e s m a n s a i d

wea the r
f r e e of

at t he time w a s
wind and the s e a

w a s moderate, but with
heavy North-Easterly swell.

M r Blackburn's body was
fl o w n b a c k
Hospital.

to Scarborougi:
T h e Coroner has

been informed and an in-

quest is expec t ed t o o p e n
short ly.
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RAF JOIN HUNT
FOR PRISONER

An RAF helicopter J o i n e da rmed police yesterday in thehunt for a prisoner who escapedfrom Selby Magistrates' Court,North Yorkshire, before he wasto appear for committal on aserious charge.
Arthur Hutchinson (42), ofEasington, County Durham, w a sdescribed as dangerous and vio-lent, and police said he could bearmed.

R A F J O I N H U N T
FOR PRISONERTIY2

A n RAF helicopter joined
armed police yesterday i n the
hunt for a prisoner who escaped
from Selby Magistrates' Court,
North Yorkshire, before he was
to appear for committal on a
serious charge.

Arthur Hutchinson (42), of
Easington, County Durham, was
described as dangerous and vio-
lent, and police said he could be
armed .

THE RUN: Armed police
and R.A.F
ing

he l i cop te r
escaped

h u n t -
pr isoner des

cribed by officers as "dauger-
ous and violentN o r t h York-
sh i re pol ice a s k i n g people in
Selbv a r e a t o w a t c h for Ar-
thur Hutchinson, 42, but not
t o a p p r o a c h him.

Hostages fear as
1342N

of

prisoner slips net
ARMED police and an Hutchinson, 42,
RAF helicopter were last Easington,romD u r h a m ,
night hunting an escaped escaped Selby
p r i s o n e r d e s c r i b e d as magistrates' court before
"dangerous and vio- he was to appear for com-
l e n t . " m i t t a l to C r o w n C o u r t on

North Yorkshire police a s e r i o u s cha rge .

were asking people in the Supt Michael Bennin-
Selby area to watch for son, leading the hunt,
keep-fit fanatic Arthur said "We are mind-
Hutchinson but not to ful of the fact he may
approach him. have taken hostages."
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JOHN SUTHERLAND
GRAHAM CLARK
TERRY WILLIAMSON

Prisoner
alert A3u2/

Armed police and an
RAF hel icopter were
yesterday taking partt h e h u n t f o r
e s c a p e d p r i s o n e r
l e s c r i b e d b y o f fi c e r s

a s " d a n g e r o u s a n d
violent"

N o r t h Yo r k s h i r e
p o l i c e w e r e a s k i n g
people in the S e l b y
a r e a t o w a t c h f o r
Ar thur Hutchinson b u t
not to approach him.

A342 PRISONER HUNTED
Armed police and RAF heli-

copter today taking
h u n t f o r escaped

par t in
prisoner

described as "dangerous and
violent" North Yorksh i r e
p o l i c e w e r e a s k i n g p e o p l e
Selby a r e a to

in
w a t c h for

Arthur Hutchinson but not to
approach him. Hutchinson, 42,

Easington, escaped from
prison officers at Selby magis-
trates court yesterday before he
was to appear for committal to
Crown Court.

A3ULli ESCAPER
MAY HAVE

HOSTAGES
SAY POLICE

A r m e d p o l i c e a n d RAFhelicopter taking part in huntf o r e s c a p e d p r i s o n e r
descr ibed
"dangerous

by officers as
and violent."North Yorkahire police were

asking people in the Selby
area to watch for Arthur
Hutchinson but not t o
approach him. Supt. Michael
Benn inson , leading hunt,said Hutchinson could now
be armed with a stolenweapon and added: "We aremindful of the fact he may
have taken hostages."



2 8 S e l 8 3

A331 The Conoco Britannia s tuck on the sandbank off Cleethorpes.

4 0 0 - t o n sp i l l
w a s d i s a s t e r ®

IT'S excetly 10 years tion to try to contain the S o s e r i o u s w a s been a greater acceptance of
ago that Humberside damage. t h e

threatening slick at o n e the risks involved in berth-
h a d to c o n t e n d w i t h a But by first light there was stage that Under Secretary i n g

oil ove r a 25-mile s t re tch of
supertankers..in thes

major pollution alert. of State at the Department Humber Estuary:
Lincolnshire and Yorkshire

That c a u s e d wide- holiday o f t h e Environment, Mr. Exactly a year ago t h e r ebeaches. In some Eldon Griffiths was taken
s p r e a d d e v a s t a t i o n , p l a c e s it was six i n c h e s by h e l i c o p t e r f rom RAF

was a massive anti-pollution

forced a flying visit
deep. Leconfeld a l o n g the pol-

e x e r c i s e o n Cleethorpes
b e a c h a f t e r w h i c h t h e t h e nTugs were brought in tofrom a Government lu ted coas t l ine . M a v o r   o f   C l e e t h o r n e s .   C o m n u   h

s w e e p in a n d o u t o f the At i t s height the slick Harry Hall, said -hei hopedMinis ter and , w h a t is treating
more frightening, in- Humber Estuad a spotter stretched for 16 miles out to

the spillage.
the facilities wou ld n e v e r
have to be used!

a i r c r a f t was s e n tvo lved a m u c h lesser
up to

survey the Lincolnshire and lookollowing s first.hand One of the most vocifer
a m o u n t o f oil as the

spillageYorkshi re coas t l ine iden-
Mr. ous cal ls for a t i gh t en ing -up .Griffiths flew to RAF Man- o f a n t i - p o l l u t i o n m e a s u r e d

c u r r e n t s c a r e ! tifying the worst-hit areas. by where he met representa- came from Mr. Rabbie B l a i
It w a s S u n d a y . J u n e 25.

By the time the pollution tives from Lindsey County in 1978 a s the Conse rva t ive
p a t t e r n h a d s e t t l e d d o w n it1973. w h e n t h e 58.000-ton Councl, Louth RDC and Party's

tanker Conoco Britannia ar-
b e c a m e c l e a r t h a t coastal

P r o s p e c t i v e , P a r s
Cleethorpes Borough Coun- liamentarys e t t l e m e n t s

rived at t h e Te t n e y Mono- D o n n a
of Saltfleetby, cil, the three authorities left Candidate T e rGrimsby.

buoy ready to discharge her thorpe
N o o k a n d G r a i n . w i t h t h e t a s k o f c l e a r i n g u p Mr. Blair's activity on the
were the greatest t h e m e s s

cargo of crude oil. question of pollution in the?s u ff e r e r s .
B e f o r e she could be

The reason for the acci-One of the main problems
e s t u a r y intensified f o l l o w.

moored securely she ran out dent which led to the pollu- ing the A m o c o Cadiz disasfacing clearing up workersof control and came to a halt using tugs! w a s
tion later emerged as being a te r off the French east .t h a t they

after hitting a sandbank off c o m p l e t e p o w e r b l a c k o u t o n

Tetney. b o a r d t h e C o n o c o B r i t a n n i a then Shadow Minister Tor*lifting her h e a d
c o u l d not get c l o s e e n o u g h

He took his case to the -
t o the shoreline to

right out of the water. s p r a v which resulted in a loss of T r a d e a n d
detergent o v e r t h e t h i c k steering and the ships J o h n N o t t Industry: Mr.

Then, as she c a m e under oily blanket. compass.
control, s h e settled on her T h e i n c i d e n t r o v o k e

Potential disasters in the
Later Hull MP Mr. John River H u m b e ranchor which punctured her reat c o n c e r n in the H o u s Prescott a s k e d a Govern- have long

hull and 400 tons of oil
been talked about and, fordo f C o m m o n s a n d , in p a r t i c u m e n t inquiry to declare asgushed out into the estuary. lar, t h e M P for Lou th at t h e many of those who have put

Oil began leaking from the
u n s a f e all t a n k e r s w h i c h h a d their case over the years.G e o ff r e y Archert a n k e r a t 4 only o n e s o u r c e o f electr ical l

p m o n t h e
t i m e . Mr.
s a i d h e w o u l dSunday and the anti-pollu-

p r e s s
compensa t i on for

f o n p o w e r t o d r i v e s u c h vital yaste come insident capete
tion br igade raced into ac-

t h o s e come as a complete
affected in the holiday and e q u i p m e n t as s tee r ing and s u r p r i s e

compass.fi s h i n g indus t r ies . Andrew McKinnonIn recent vears there had
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