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CATCALL
t o David r e fl e c t s h i s new a d d r e s s ,

t h a n k s .

many "

So t h e end o f a n o t h e r y e a r f o r t h e C a t a l i n a

and remarkably only i t s second f u l l yea r on Regrettably, t h i s i s where I am f o r c e d t o

the d i sp lay c i r c u i t . As r e c o r d e d i n 'The s ign o f f . Hard dec i s ion as i t may have been,

1987 Season' repor t in t h i s i s sue i t has u n f o r t u n a t e l y sheer p ressure o f work and

proved t o be a most s u c c e s s f u l y e a r f o r t h e other new commitments has caused me to hand

C a t .

o v e r the E d i t o r i a l pen to e r s t w h i l e

co l l eague David Legg and take a back s e a t i n

The aeroplane is now s a f e l y t u ck ed away a t
May I

Duxford, w h i l s t u n d e r the p ro fess iona l
to you, t h e

guidance o f David C h a r l e s w o r t h t he grounderew readership, tha t you will continue to support

u n d e r t a k e t h e w i n t e r o v e r h a u l . As any o f you David t o the same e x t e n t you have suppor ted

who have v i s i t e d D u f o r d o v e r t he p a s t few us both up t o now, and a l s o t h a t i f t h e r e i s

months will know, this i s a real 'overhaul' any member from the South East area who feels

i n t h e t r u e s t of the word. help David with the wri t ing ,

s t a r b o a r d leading edge has been removed t o r e s e a r c h and compi l ing o f a r t i c l e s to p l e a s e

a l low t h e l i f t s t r u t fi t t i n g t o be r e p l a c e d c o n t a c t him a s soon a s p o s s i b l e .

a s in 1986 a l o n g w i t h i n s p e c t i o n o f t h e s p a r

webs , h o w e v e r, t h i s t i m e o n l y

p r e v e n t i v e main tenance i s b e i n g d o n e .

Although no cracks o r c o r r o s i o n h a v e b e e n

found t h e CAA r e q u i r e s t h i s work t o be done

b e f o r e t he n e x t fl y i n g s e a s o n b e g i n s . A l s o

the engines and props have been removed, the

Once aga in thanks f o r a l l your kind h e a r t e d

s u p p o r t o v e r t h e pas t yea r a n d w e look

fo rward t o s e e i n g a s many o f you a s p o s s i b l e

a t The Catalina Soc ie ty ' s second annual

m e e t i n g . A b e l a t e d Merry C h r i s t m a s and a

prosperous New Year from us all.

props going away fo r a complete ove rhau l and

t he e n g i n e s b e i n g worked upon on s i t e . Al l

areas of the a i r f rame are being inspected and
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any problems o r c o r r o s i o n found a r e being

r e p a i r e d . A l s o v a r i o u s m o d i fi c a t i o n s a r

being inc luded t o make t h e o p e r a t i o n o f t he OBITUARY

a i r c r a f t e a s i e r on the crew, and fi n a l l y the

h u l l i s b e i n g c o m p l e t e l y s t r i p p e d and r e a d i e d

f o r a r e s p r a y . David e x p e c t s t o h a v e a l l

th is work completed by mid-March, a l l in good

t i m e f o r t h e 10th April Society meeting,

f u r t h e r d e t a i l s o f which you w i l l fi n d in

t h i s i s s u e o f t h e N e w s l e t t e r .

I t i s wi th g r e a t r e g r e t and deep sadness t h a t

we r e c o r d t h e p a s s i n g away o f one o f our

original and loyal supporters, Keith Rodgers,

Member No.12 from Whitehaven, Cumbria. His

son Mike has w r i t t e n a fi t t i n g o b i t u a r y o f h i s

f a t h e r which we have p l e a s u r e in r e p r i n t i n g

in full as The Catalina Society 's t r ibu te to

Keith.
Again we have a very complete magazine for

you wi th an a r t i c l e on Canadian waterbombing

Cats ( s o r r y Cansos i n Canada!) from Ron Mak, "Keith Rodgers, a devoted and much loved

who a l l b e i n g w e l l s h o u l d be providing a family man d ied suddenly on 19th November.

s l i d e show a t t h e S o c i e t y m e e t i n g o f some o f Being Member No.12 he quickly r e a l i s e d the

the more u n u s u a l Ca ts he has pho tog raphed on i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e s o c i e t y and i t s o n g o i n g

h i s t r a v e l s a l l a round t h e w o r ld . David Legg commitment t o t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f JV928. H i s

c o n t i n u e s h i s r u n down on t h e RAF C a t a l i n a b r o t h e r Alan was k i l l e d i n a c t i o n i n t r a g i c

Squadrons w i t h 202 Sqn in t he s p o t l i g h t t h i s c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f f t h e F r e n c h c o a s t i n A p r i l

t i m e , the i n t e r e s t i n g s t o r y beh ind t h e 1943 w h i l s t s e r v i n g in the RAF seconded to

Alaskan H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y ' s r e t r i e v a l o f
E l i z a b e t h C i t y. U n d o u b t e d l y

t h e i r Catal ina by h e l i c o p t e r , p lus an account t h i s sparked K e i t h ' s i n i t i a l i n t e r e s t i n t he

of a modern amphibian, the Dornier Seastar.
a n d c o n s i d e r a b l e

knowledge of the a i r c r a f t , in i t s m a n y

Now to the more personal messages! F i r s t l y , guises, was both infect ious and important to

j o i n me in t h o s e o f u s whom a p p r e c i a t e i t s t i m e l e s s

c o n g r a t u l a t i n g Angie Diggins on the d e l i v e r y e l e g a n c e . U n f o r t u n a t e l y t ime c a u g h t up wi th

of a bouncing baby g i r l , Clare Louise, on the Kei th , b u t h i s l u c i d d o c u m e n t e d a c c o u n t s

Also, we wish Joan Watts a remain i n t h e family home a s a p e r m a n e n t

speedy r e c o v e r y f o l l o w i n g a r a t h e r p a i n f u l reminder of h i s a t t en t ion to d e t a i l . Indeed,

o p e r a t i o n l a t e l a s t y e a r. Our special thanks much o f h i s work was p a s s e d on t o a n o t a b l e

go t o Mike Jackson and Tony Cook f o r kindly Canadian a u t h o r e s s , who i s c u r r e n t l y w r i t i n g

agree ing t o s i g n o f f the wing r e p a i r l a s t a h i s t o r i c a l nove l b a s e d on h i s b r o t h e r ' s

y e a r . Another new address for you to note i s l a s t fl i g h t . Keith 's love of a i r c r a f t , past

David Legg's. P lease make su re a l l mai l sent and p r e s e n t , was only su rpas sed by h i s love



and devotion to wife Nancy and family. A

truly reciprocal love, a man greatly missed
and remembered with a f f e c t i o n by a l l who were
f o r t u n a t e to have known him."

THE 1987 SEASON

The E d i t o r reviews the h ighspo t s , lowspots
and memorable moments o f t he C a t a l i n a ' s 1987

d i s p l a y s e a s o n .

After the winter, or should i t be year, of
discontent in 1986, 1987 proved t o be a very
s u c c e s s f u l season f o r the K i l l e r Cat with her

g r a c e f u l shape a p p e a r i n g a t many shows around

Europe, as f a r North as RAF Leuchars and as
f a r e a s t a s Muns te r in West Germany.

e v e r p r o v e d i n t e r e s t i n g ! However a l l was n o t

l o s t , as the show was blessed with a Royal
v i s i t . Prince Bernard of The Netherlands was
given a guided tour of the a l l the aeroplanes
and he took s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t i n t h e C a t .

Luckily John and Paul were on t h e i r b e s t

behaviour for a change, g iv ing the Prince and
h i s entourage the f u l l lowdown on the h i s t o r y
o f the a i r c r a f t - i t seemed the Prince had in
f a c t fl o w n C a t s h i m s e l f o u t i n Dutch New

Guinea - but I th ink they convinced him t h a t

they had brought the a i r c r a f t a l l the way
back from South Africa that morning, as l a t e r
i n the we were awarded the trophy for fl y i n g
the f u r t h e s t d i s t ance to ge t to the show.

This was defin i t e ly not the case, for also
a t t e n d i n g the show were a i r c r a f t from the

west of England, Norway and Switzerland, a l l
f u r t h e r from Hol land than o u r p o i n t o f

JOHN WATTS AVAITING THE MOORING BOAT AT PEMBROKE DOCK (RUSSELL MASON)

The fi r s t major d i s p l a y o f t h e y e a r was a t

Texel Island, off the east coast of Holland.
Never h a v i n g been to t h i s show before , the
c r e w w e r e somewhat u n s u r e o f what t o e x p e c t .

Texel t u rned out t o b a s i c a l l y be a g l o r i fi e d

fl y - i n . The Cat a r r i v e d a l i t t l e l a t e due t o

s o m e r a d i o problems t h e n i g h t b e f o r e at

Norwich and ended up pa rked a t t he end o f t h e

c r o w d l i n e . U n f o r t u n a t e l y the w e a t h e r

proved t o be abysmal with d r i v i n g r a in and a
cold wind blowing across the fl a t land -
e r e c t i n g t h e s a l e s s t a n d in t h i s w e a t h e r a s

depa r tu r e , Duxford. Oh w e l l i t was a n i c e

trophy and a s ever the Dutch h o s p i t a l i t y was
s u p e r b .

A l i t t l e e x t r a s t o r y f r o m t h i s weekend

c o n c e r n e d John and S a l l y ' s for thcoming

wedding. S a l l y ' s mother had found tha t i t
was f a r c h e a p e r t o o b t a i n t h e wine they

wanted f o r the wedding r e c e p t i o n d i r e c t from

the vineyard in Germany r a t h e r than buying i t
in England. To enable her to br ing back more
wine in the car she had arranged to meet the



THE VINDSVEPT SALES STAND AT TEXEL, COMPLETE WITH TROPHY, L TO R,

ANGIE DIGGINS, JOHN VATTS, CHRIS DIGGINS AND SALLY VATTS
C a t a l i n a a t T e x e l a n d o f fl o a d 2 0 0 b o t t l e s f o r the succes s fu l airshow and water landing,
us t o b r i n g back in t h e plane. D u r i n g t h e K i l l e r Cat d e c i d e d t o let i t s o w n e r s down.

fl i g h t home Paul kept us busy r e d i s t r i b u t i n g Returning from Northern Ireland, Paul decided
t h e boxes t o g e t t h e t r i m j u s t r i g h t b u t t h e a f u e l s t o p i n t h e I s l e o f Man w o u l d b e

b e s t b i t w a s r e s e r v e d f o r t h e c u s t o m s man a t c h e a p e r (due t o l e s s duty) t h a n a t L i v e r p o o l

Norwich. As e v e r t h e c u s t o m s i n s p e c t o r was t h u s t h e a i r c r a f t p u t down a t Ronaldsway

keen t o s e e i n s i d e s u c h an u n u s u a l a i r c r a f t A i r p o r t . T h i s was a d e c i s i o n P a u l was a b o u t

t h u s J o h n k n e w h e w a s g o i n g t o h a v e t o r e g r e t ! On turning o f f on to the taxiway
d e c l a r e t h e w ine . Thus asked whether we had t he a i r c r a f t s u f f e r e d a b r a k e s e a l f a i l u r e on

anything to declare, John c a l m l y r e p l i e d , t h e s t a r b o a r d side. G i n g e r l y t h e a i r c r a f t

"just f e w b o t t l e s o f wine" - t h e was t a x i e d t o a qu ie t p a r t o f t he ramp where

understatement of the year! a l i t t l e t r a i l of brake fl u i d h igh l igh ted the
problem for a r a t h e r d isappointed crew.

The fo l lowing weekend on from Texe l , we had
a r r a n g e d a day at D u f o r d f o r o u r e r s t w h i l e

s u p p o r t e r s , t h e R.J M e r r e t t A v i a t i o n

Syndicate at Lloyd's of London, whose name
you wil l have seen by now on the port s ide of
t h e a i r c r a f t . A great bonus fo r a l l those

present was the second fl i g h t o f the sadly
i l l fa ted B r i s t o l Blenheim, G-MKIV. T h e

Blenhe im fl e w a number o f p a s s e s and looked a

s u p e r b p i e c e o f r e s t o r a t i o n work even in t h e

now e x p e c t e d d u l l w e a t h e r - s u c h a s a d l o s s

to t h e B r i t i s h a i r d i s p l a y s c e n e .

C o v e n t r y on 2 5 t h May p roved a n o t h e r damp and

o v e r c a s t B r i t i s h ' Sp r ing ' a i r show, however

t h e w e a t h e r improved f o r t h e f o r a y t o t h e

l i t t l e a i r fi e l d i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d

N e w t o w n a r d s . The d a y b e f o r e t h e s h o w t h e

a i r c r a f t p e r f o r m e d i t s fi r s t w a t e r l a n d i n g o f

the y e a r in B e l f a s t H a r b o u r and a p p e a r e d on

the I r i s h e v e n i n g news doing i t s t h i n g to

promote t h e a i r s h o w. A s c a n b e s e e n f r o m

John M a n s o n ' s p i c t u r e s t h i s c e r t a i n l y had t h e

desi red e f f e c t of pu l l ing the crowds into the

show, the queues for the 'Walk-Thrus' only
b e i n g b e a t e n by those in West Germany. After

P h o n e c a l l s w e r e made b a c k t o C a t a l i n a HQ i n

Reigate and two members o f the grounderew who
were about t o go out f o r S a t u r d a y n i g h t were

s e c u r e d f o r a l i t t l e mercy miss ion . T h e s e

two lucky i n d i v i d u a l s were K e i t h Rowson and

m y s e l f ! The s p a r e b r a k e s e a l k i t was i n t h e

c o n t a i n e r a l o n g s i d e t h e h a n g a r a t B a r k s t o n

Hea th ( t h e c o n t a i n e r had y e t t o be moved down

to Duxford). The p l a n was t o fi n d t h e k i t

and t h e n t a k e i t t o M a n c h e s t e r A i r p o r t t o be

put on the 5.00am (note, Sunday morning that
i s ) A i r A t l a n t i q u e n e w s p a p e r fl i g h t bound f o r

t h e I s l e o f Man. K e i t h Rowson was t o fl y

w i t h t h e s p a r e s e a l k i t in t h e Dak and to

help the C a t ' s crew c o m p l e t e t h e r e p a i r in

Rona ldsway, while I drove back d o w n t o

Coventry Airport to meet the Dakota on i t s
r e t u r n fl i g h t from Ronaldsway w i t h Paul on-

b o a r d . The r e a s o n f o r this was t h a t Paul had

t o be at Booker A i r fi e l d in West London by

11.30am t o fl y A r t h u r in h i s Az tec on a p h o t o

s o r t i e t a k i n g s h o t s o f t h e fi r s t t a k e - o f f s

from t h e London C i t y S t o l p o r t . And would you

bel ieve i t , i t a l l worked! WeWe r e a c h e d

Barkston Heath by 11.30pm Saturday; found the
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s e a l by t o r c h l i g h t and t h e n popped in on t h e

Houblon Arms in Oasby ( t h e o l d w a t e r i n g h o l e

when we were b a s e d at B a r k s t o n ) f o r a s w i f t

p i n t ; reached Manchester A i rpo r t by 3.00am
Sunday and k i p p e d in t h e c a r f o r two h o u r s

b e f o r e t h e D a k o t a a r r i v e d ; Keith depar ted
s a f e l y on the Dak a t 6.00am; I reached
Coventry a t 7.30am and was ab le to ge t in
another two hours s leep before Paul a r r i v e d
i n t h e Dak a t 9 .30am and a f t e r a 100 mph

d r i v e s o u t h (which Paul s l e p t t h r o u g h m o s t o f

the way, thankfully!) we pitched up a t Booker
by 11.15am f o r t h e 11.30am t a k e - o f f . Phew!

All in a days work for the Cata l ina crew of
c o u r s e !

Biggin Hil l and BAe Lostock w i l l be

remembered by a l l t hose who had the
m i s f o r t u n e o f b e i n g on t h e crew a s a fl i g h t

not to be repeated in a hurry. Even seasoned
t r a v e l l e r s had problems, a l t h o u g h t h o s e o f us

on the ground thought i t was a l l very funny
o f c o u r s e ! But why ohw h y c a n ' t

M a i t l a n d and h i s crew ( t h e show o r g a n i s e r s )

have a c h a t w i t h him up t h e r e and a r r a n g e

some good w e a t h e r fo r the Biggin Hil l Air
F a i r just f o r once? Even pushing the airshow
d a t e b a c k i n t o J u n e d i d n o t h e l p - p e r h a p s he

s h o u l d move t h e show t o t h e S o u t h o f F r a n c e .

I know we would d e fi n i t e l y a t t e n d t h e n !

The end o f the Biggin show was the s i g n a l fo r

the Cat t o s t a r t winging i t s way a c r o s s into

Europe again, with Munster and Celle in West
Germany fo l l owing on c o n s e c u t i v e weekends.
I t seems f rom t h e c r ew who a t t e n d e d t h e s e two

s h o w s t h a t t h e G e r m a n i d e a o f c r o w d c o n t r o l

was a l i t t l e on t h e lax s i d e . The c r o w d l i n e

was soon i g n o r e d by t h e p u b l i c who p r o c e e d e d

t o amble a r o u n d t h e d i s p l a y a i r c r a f t a s t h e y

were s t a r t i n g up and t a x y i n g ! The Ca t crew

a t t e m p t e d t o keep some o f t h e crowd back in

the i r area but were fighting a losing ba t t l e .
Eventua l ly the o r g a n i s e r s woke up to the

s i t u a t i o n and brought in the s e c u r i t y guards

c o m p l e t e w i t h r e a l l y f r i e n d l y and e v e r s o tame

Alsatians!. High l igh t o f the Munster show for
a l l c o n c e r n e d was t h e s i g h t and s o u n d o f a

Me 109, t h e MBB

owned m a c h i n e o n l y h a v i n g r e c e n t l y t a k e n t o

t h e a i r a g a i n a f t e r i t s a c c i d e n t a c o u p l e o f

y e a r s ago. L e t s hope MBB can be p e r s u a d e d to

bring the aircraft over to the UK in 1988,
perhaps f o r t he F i g h t e r Meet - how abou t i t

J o h n ?

W e l l t h e n e x t s h o w o n t h e a g e n d a was o f

course North Weald, the problems encountered
hav ing been e x p l a i n e d in t he l a s t i s s u e o f

t h e C a t a l i n a News. However, a l l w a s

eventua l ly fi x e d which was a good thing too
a s t h e a i r c r a f t was due t o t a k e p a r t i n a

pr iva t e airshow in Guernsey four days l a t e r .
T h i s s h o w was n o t on t h e l i s t p u b l i s h e d in

4

i s s u e 5 o f t h e N e w s l e t t e r b u t came a s one o f

t h o s e u n e x p e c t e d b o n u s e s w h i c h s o m e t i m e

h a p p e n d u r i n g t h e y e a r . T h e a i r s h o w w a s

a r r a n g e d on b e h a l f o f t h e T r a n s g l o b e / P o l y g o n

Underwrit ing Group, a n A v i a t i o n I n s u r a n c e

underwr i t ing company (and not a t r ave l agency
as Arthur thought ! ) p a r t l y owned by Swissa i r
and KLM. Taking part in the show in front of
a b o u t 150 g u e s t s o f t h e company were one o f

Air A t l a n t i q u e ' s DC-3s, t h e C a t a n d N i c k

G r a c e ' s two s e a t e r S p i t , s t r a n g e l y enough
s p o n s o r e d by an Av i a t i o n I n s u r a n c e B r o k e r !

However, t h e fl y i n g was s u p e r b , wi th gorgeous
weather (why did we have to come home?) and
good h o s p i t a l i t y . On t he fl i g h t back t o

D u f o r d Arthur used the opportuni ty to do
some fi l m i n g o f the the a i r c r a f t from the
Aztec inc luding some very low fl y i n g over the
s e a - t h i s i s where i t i s u s e f u l t o have RAF

p i l o t s fl y i n g the aeroplane who are used to

fl y i n g down on t h e deck!

S t r a i g h t a f t e r t h i s John was posted with h i s
To r n a d o t o Goose Bay in Canada f o r t h r e e

weeks of Moose hunt ing . However a l l t h i n g s

c o n s i d e r e d he p r o b a b l y had b e t t e r w e a t h e r in

N o r t h e r n Canada than we d i d in B r i t a i n .

RAF Chivenor in t h e

but t he c o l d w e a t h e r c o n t i n u e d .

Helping to make the show even more dismal was
t h e f a c t t h a t t h e C a t t u r n e d up s i x h o u r s

due t o e n g i n e s t a r t i n g p r o b l e m s a t

D u x f o r d . O i l e d p l u g s f o l l o w i n g on f rom a

d i s c h a r g e d b a t t e r y were c a u s e o f t h i s

Paul, Dizzy Addicott, Colin Campbell
and David Legg beavered away, eventua l ly
s u c c e e d i n g i n g e t t i n g
engine coaxed i n t o l i f e a f t e r a complete plug

navigating, Ki l ler Cat arrived over Chivenor
bang on time for i t s s lo t , although the crew
obviously missed the chance t o assemble the
sales' stand at the show i tself . R a t h e r t h a n

n i g h t s t o p p i n g a t Chivenor the Cat c a r r i e d on

f o l l o w i n g day much

b r i g h t e r weather was accompanied by gale
f o r c e winds and d e s p i t e t h e s e David and C o l i n

managed to put up the s tand
goodies a l though a l o s i n g b a t t l e was be ing

fought a g a i n s t t h e elements!

S h u t t l e w o r t h

c o l l e c t i o n was t h e next show t o be graced

wi th t h e p r e s e n c e o f t he Cat and on the

p o s i t i o n i n g fl i g h t back t o Duxford Alan

Bramson from P i l o t Magazine was allowed to
t a k e c o n t r o l o f t h e a i r c r a f t u n d e r t h e

watchful eye o f Dizzy. A l a n ' s a r t i c l e on

fl y i n g the Cat appeared i n t h e December i ssue

of P i l o t - you c a n ' t miss i t , as the Cat i s
on t h e f r o n t c o v e r o f t h e magazine.

E x e t e r A i r s h o w was a n o t h e r s h o w t o s u f f e r a t

the hands of t h i s c o u n t r y ' s wonderful summer



THE VALK-THRU QUEUE AT NEWTOWNARDS! (JOHN MANSON)

THIS NOTLEY CREW ARE SUPPOSED TO BE CHANGING A BRAKE SEAL !

L TO R, ROB SMITH, KEITH SISSONS, MIKE SEARLE AND JOHN WATTS
(JOHN MANSON)



TV STAR AT LAST - JOHN VATTS FACES THE CAMERAS IN NORTHERN IRELAND
(JOHN MANSON)

weather, with high winds and driving rain. l a t e r ! The fi n a l e which p u t t h e Cat in

Of c o u r s e t h i s s h o w saw two C a t a l i n a s amongst a fl y p a s t of nea r ly every warbird a t

t o g e t h e r on a B r i t i s h A i r fi e l d f o r t h e fi r s t the show was superb and a joy to watch and

time in many, many years. Unfo r tuna t e ly the l i s t e n t o .

o t h e r Cat , A v a l o n A v i a t i o n ' s PBY-6A

waterbomber C-FHNH ( fea tu red in these pages

before), was tucked behind a hangar on the
f a r s ide o f the a i r fi e l d , away from prying

eyes - which was perhaps a good t h i n g as

a f t e r nea r ly two y e a r s o f open s t o r a g e i t i s

beginning to d e t e r i o r a t e r a p i d l y.

A n o t h e r b o n u s a i r s h o w n o t in o u r o r i g i n a l

l i s t i n g was t h a t a t Pembroke Dock where the
Cat was the one and only s t a r of the show.
Cat S o c i e t y member John Evans had a r r a n g e d a

massive reunion of near ly 800 ex-Flying Boat
a i rc rew from a l l around the world in h i s home
town o f Pembroke and t h e Cat was a s k e d t o

The o r g a n i s e r o f E x e t e r A i r s h o w was t h e same l a n d i n Pembroke Dock t o commemorate t h o s e

as t h a t a t S t a v e r t o n a few weeks l a t e r . Due w a r t i m e d a y s when Pembroke Dock

t o h i s b i g fi n a n c i a l l o s s fo l lowing E x e t e r , a w o r l d ' s l a r g e s t fl y i n g boat base and home to

number o f a i r c r a f t were c a n c e l l e d from t h e s c o r e s o f S u n d e r l a n d s and C a t s .

Stave r ton programme i n c l u d i n g t h e K i l l e r Cat, H u l t o n ' s S u n d e r l a n d was a l s o s l a t e d t o a p p e a r

which l o g i s t i c a l l y s u i t e d us fi n e . The reason but u n f o r t u n a t e l y was not ready in time.

being t h a t the Cat was booked in to two shows

in Ireland, one at Baldonnel in the south and
B e l f a s t i n t h e n o r t h and i n b e t w e e n t h e s e two

shows was Staverton, thus the cancellation
s a v e d t h e Ca t f r o m two p o s i t i o n i n g fl i g h t s t o

a n d f r o m I r e l a n d . T h e i n t e r e s t i n t h e

a i r c r a f t c r e a t e d a t Newtownards c o n t i n u e d a t

Baldonnel and B e l f a s t , w h e r e s e c u r i t y was

o b v i o u s l y q u i t e t i g h t but. i n n o w a y

c o n s t r i c t e d t h e o r g a n i s e r s in r u n n i n g a

s u c c e s s f u l s h o w .

Talking of success fu l shows, West Mall ing,
home o f t h e Great Warbi rds Airshow c e r t a i n l y

provided one of the most e n t e r t a i n i n g shows

of the y e a r. Ruined by t o r r e n t i a l r a i n l a s t

year, West Malling was blessed with glorious
sunshine t h i s year - Elly Sa l l ingboe , the

o r g a n i s e r , was s t i l l on a h i g h t w o w e e k s

On the afternoon of Friday 4th September,
Keith Sissons and Paul (now r a t e d a s c o - p i l o t
f o r w a t e r l a n d i n g s in t h e C a t ) b r o u g h t t h e

a i r c r a f t i n low o v e r t h e n o r t h o f Pembroke

f o r t w o touch and g o ' s f o r t h e a s s e m b l e d

p r e s s , TV a n d o f fi c i a l P l a n e S a i l i n g

p h o t o g r a p h e r s ' C o l i n Campbell a n d y o u r s

t r u l y ! A f u l l s t o p l a n d i n g was t h e n made and
t h e h u l l g r a c e f u l l y l owered i n t o t h e w a t e r

landingowly, against the strong r iver current
K e i t h and P a u l t a x i e d t h e a i r c r a f t up t o t h e

m o o r i n g buoy ( in f a c t a genuine WWII

Sunderland buoy) and c u t the engines j u s t
s h o r t to enable the Pembroke Dock boat crew

t o t i e t h e a i r c r a f t up . T h e r e f o l l o w e d a

performance which Keith and Paul would not
w i s h t o r e l i v e . Due t o t h e s t r o n g c u r r e n t

t h e a i r c r a f t was s l o w l y d r i f t i n g b a c k w a r d s



and the Mercury powerboat was n o t power fu l

enough to haul the a i rc ra f t back to the buoy.
As t h e c h a p s on t h e Mercury s t r u g g l e d w i t h

t h e r o p e s t h e a i r c r a f t was s t e a d i l y d r i f t i n g

back a n d w a s now dead in l i n e w i t h a

s u b s t a n t i a l barge with a gunnery t a r g e t on
i t . With very quick th inking Paul h i t the
engine s t a r t e r s and fi r e d up the Port engine
p u l l i n g the Cat away from the barge in the
n i c k o f t i m e . Second t i m e a round t h e Dock
employees on t h e Mercury were a b l e t o

s u c c e s s f u l l y t i e up t h e a i r c r a f t - a c l o s e

one t h o u g h !

The a i r c r a f t r e m a i n e d o n t h e w a t e r in
Pembroke Dock f o r a b o u t t h r e e h o u r s b u t an

approaching squal l l i n e prompted K e i t h t o

decide to t a k e - o f f and make for Haverfordwest
where t h e a i r c r a f t was t o n i g h t s t o p .

in salute of the ex-aircrew and made i t s way
to RAF St Athan f o r the fol lowing weekend's
airshow, which s u r p r i s e , s u r p r i s e was a t o t a l
washout with heavy r a in and b i t t e r winds!

Jersey Air Day provided b e a u t i f u l weather as

usual and the customary 'good' party - I
think I might emigrate to the Channel
I s l a n d s ! T h e fi n a l d i s p l a y o f t h e y e a r w a s

RAF F i n n i n g l e y which i s a l w a y s o n e o f o u r

f a v o u r i t e s a s i t i s p a r t l y r u n by Chuck

K n i g h t who h e l p s o u t w i t h t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n o f

the Figh te r Meet. But guess what, i t ra ined
a n d i t r a i n e d . T h e Cat, fo l lowing i t s

display way up i n Scotland a t RAF Leuchars

during the morning, managed t o get down to
Finningley and complete i t s d i s p l a y s l o t , the

fi n a l one o f the yea r, before the organisers
c a n c e l l e d t h e r e s t o f t he show due t o t h e

w e a t h e r. T h e n e x t day t h e a i r c r a f t

p o s i t i o n e d i n t o Duxford i n g l o r i o u s s u n s h i n e

t o be p u t t o bed f o r t h e w i n t e r .

So t h a t in b r i e f was the 1987 season. Many
more t h ings o f note happened during the year
t o o numerous t o m e n t i o n here, s o m e

r e p e a t a b l e , some n o t , but a l l i n a l l a n

i n t e r e s t i n g a n d e n j o y a b l e y e a r f o r a l l

c o n c e r n e d . I t w a s o f c o u r s e marred by t he

poor weather and occasional malfunct ioning of
the a i r c r a f t but i t wouldn ' t be a chal lenge
i f those problems d i d n ' t occur occas iona l ly !

Obviously a lo t of people combine together to
make a successful year but mention must be
made o f a f e w. F i r s t l y, Angie Diggins for
her f a n t a s t i c e f f o r t s i n l o o k i n g a f t e r the

smooth r u n n i n g o f t h e S a l e s S t and a t t h e

shows and making sure i t was con t inua l l y well

stocked, Joan and Sally Watts for co-
o r d i n a t i n g so many of the arrangements a t

each of the shows, the grounderew for keeping
the aeroplane fl y i n g (nea r ly ! ) a l l the time,
t h e p i l o t s f o r d i s p l a y i n g h e r s o g r a c e f u l l y

a t e a c h show and fi n a l l y t o you, t h e

membership for g iv ing us such support a t each
show we a t t e n d e d . Thankyou .

THE KILLERCAT TAXYING ON THE VATER AT PEMBROKE DOCK (RUSSELL KASON)
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NEW MEMBERSHIP

I f o n e o f y o u r f r i e n d s w a n t s t o become a

member, o r you have j u s t purchased t h i s copy

o f The C a t a l i n a News f r o m t h e C a t a l i n a S t a n d

a t an a i r s h o w, and would l i k e t o become a

f u l l - t i m e member o f t h e e v e r g r o w i n g C a t a l i n a

S o c i e t y, t h i s i s how you do i t . J u s t fi l l in

the a p p l i c a t i o n form be low a n d s e n d t h e

appropriate sum of money ( e i t h e r by Cheque,

inc lud ing Eurocheque, P o s t a l O r d e r o r

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Money O r d e r f o r o v e r s e a s

s u b s c r i b e r s ) t o t h e a d d r e s s g i v e n below and

you will be sent a ful l Catalina Society

membership pack c a r s t i c k e r s ,

colour p i c tu re s of the a i r c r a f t , c e r t i fi c a t e

of membership, membership card and o f fi c a l

society badge) a l o n g w i t h t h e fi r s t o f f o u r

i s sues of th is magazine The Catalina News.

You w i l l a l s o then become e n t i t l e d t o a l l t he

normal b e n e fi t s a s s o c i a t e d wi th b e i n g a

member o f The C a t a l i n a S o c i e t y . I f you do

not wish to c u t up t h i s copy o f The Cata l i na

photocopy o f t h i s form w i l l be

ent i re ly acceptable.

SPECIAL NOTE t o a l l o v e r s e a s s u b s c r i b e r s - we

must r e c e i v e payment in Pounds S t e r l i n g due

to the fl u c t u a t i n g e x c h a n g e r a t e s .

f o r e i g n c u r r e n c y, cheques o r c a s h w i l l be

a c c e p t e d .

To : Mrs Joan Watts, The Catalina Society,

24 Batts Hill, Reigate, Surrey, RH2 OLT.

I / We w o u l d l i k e t o e n r o l a s m e m b e r s o f The

C a t a l i n a S o c i e t y .

Name ( s )
Address (s )

d i s a s t e r s . I n f a c t D a v i d C h a r l e s w o r t h w i l l

be doing some o f the p r e p a r a t o r y work on t he

a i r f r ame t h i s w i n t e r in r e a d i n e s s f o r t h e i r

at tachment l a t e r in the, y e a r. A l s o t h e

blisters enter the workshops, of t h e perspex
company w i t h i n t he n e x t two weeks o r s o f o r

fu l l g laz ing•

U l t i m a t e l y though t h e r e i s s t i l l one t h i n g

holding us back and t h a t i s t h e l a c k o f

o r i g i n a l engineer ing drawings of the r e a r

f u s e l a g e s e c t i o n o f the a i r c r a f t . We cannot

s t r e s s too s t r o n g l y t h a t we must have t h e s e

drawings b e f o r e work commences and any he lp

obtaining these items, especial ly from

those members in the USA and Canada, will be

immensely a p p r e c i a t e d . O b v i o u s l y we h a v e

t r i e d most o f t h e e x i s t i n g C a t a l i n a o p e r a t o r s

b u t i f someone knows f o r s u r e t h a t a company

has a s e t of o r i g i n a l engineer ing drawings,

or copies of the originals, please contact us
a s soon as p o s s i b l e .

As e v e r your kind d o n a t i o n s keep on coming

in, for which ever so many thanks - to Mr M.

Beaumont (Member No 339) of Beckenham, Kent

for your £30, Mr G. Crosby (Member No 33)

from Leeds for your £5, Mr M. Good (Member No

358) o f Richmond, Surrey f o r your £10 and

fi n a l l y to Wg Cdr Don Bleach on beha l f o f the

P e n s a c o l a Ve t e r a n s A s s o c i a t i o n f o r t h e i r

mammoth d o n a t i o n o f £250 . To a l l o f you,

thank you for your generous suppor t !

BACK ISSUES

Back i s s u e s a r e n o w a v a i l a b l e from the

Membership and S u b s c i p t i o n a d d r e s s a t a p r i c e

o f #1 per copy in the Uk or £2 p e r copy
Over seas ( i n c l u d i n g p o s t a g e and p a c k i n g ) . As

. . e v e r p l e a s e send a c h e q u e / p o s t a l order/money

o r d e r made payable to Plane S a i l i n g

Displays for the correct amount, and also

c l e a r l y s t a t e which i ssues you r e q u i r e and

how m a n y .

Te l e p h o n e

Number o f i n d i v i d u a l memberships r e q u i r e d ( a t

£10 UK/£12 O v e r s e a s e a c h ) . . . . . .

Fami ly ( 2 a d u l t s and u p t o

membership requ i red ( a t

2 c h i l d r e n )

£18 UK/£22

O v e r s e a s ） . . . .

I /We e n c l o s e a

o r d e r   f o r   £ … ・
c h e q u e / p o s t a l o r d e r / m o n e y

made payable to Plane

S a i l i n g Air Displays.

S i g n e d .

P l e a s e a l l o w 28 days f o r d e l i v e r y o f

membership pack.

BLISTER APPEAL

F i r s t t h e b a d n e w s : t h e b l i s t e r s w i l l n o t b e

attached t h i s winter; however, the good news

i s t h a t n e x t w i n t e r w e w i l l d e fi n i t e l y

u n d e r t a k e t h e work b a r r i n g any u n f o r e s e e n

FURTHER READING

Among t h e C a t a l i n a p u b l i c a t i o n s r e c e n t l y

reviewed i n t h i s magazine was "The Story of

the PBY Catalina" by Ray Wagner, published in

America by Flight Classics. At t h e t i m e we

p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h i s book was v e r y d i f fi c u l t

to o b t a i n in England. We have s i n c e been

advised by George C. S t e r l i n g o f F l i g h t

Clas s i c s t h a t he c a n s t i l l supply copies

d i r e c t at a pr ice of $3.50 inc luding postage;

payment t o be s e n t w i t h o r d e r ( e i t h e r an

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Money O r d e r o r D o l l a r s c a s h ) .

Orders should be s e n t t o George a t F l i g h t

C l a s s i c s , P.0. Box 1051, San Diego,
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C a l i f o r n i a 92112, USA. All we need add i s

t h a t a t t h e p r i c e ( e v e n b e t t e r w i t h t h e

cur ren t exchange r a t e s ) , t h i s book i s highly
recommended a s a c o n c i s e h i s t o r y o f t h e

C a t a l i n a ' s development.

Having r e a d t h e S e a s o n r e p o r t i n t h i s i s s u e ,

y o u w i l l know t h a t o u r C a t a l i n a w a s t h e s t a r

at t ract ion at the Pembroke Dock Flying Boat

Reunion. Catalina Society member John Evans,
who was heavi ly involved in the o rg a n i s a t i o n
of. t h i s a n d e a r l i e r events, h a s been

research ing the h i s t o r y of h i s local fl y i n g
b o a t b a s e f o r s o m e y e a r s . In 1985 he
p u b l i s h e d an i l l u s t r a t e d b o o k e n t i t l e d

"Flying Boat Haven" which, by way

photographs, described the var ious phases in
the h i s t o r y of Pembroke Dock from the
e a r l i e s t s e a p l a n e v i s i t o r s o f 1930 t o t h e
fi n a l r e s i d e n t s , Short Sunderlands in the
l a t e 1950's. Cata l inas were based a t P.D.
with both RAF and US Navy Squadrons and
ment ion i s made o f t h e s e u n i t s i n t h e book.

However, P.D. will always be remembered for
i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e S h o r t S u n d e r l a n d and

i t i s t h u s a p p r o p r i a t e t h a t t h i s a i r c r a f t

s h o u l d r e c e i v e t h e l i o n ' s s h a r e o f t h e

c o v e r a g e i n t h e book. U n f o r t u n a t e l y W e

bel ieve t h a t no more copies o f t h i s book a re
a v a i l a b l e .

Now, in the fi f t i e t h year of the Sunderland,
John has published a second work, t h i s time
d e v o t e d e n t i r e l y t o t h e S u n d e r l a n d b u t w i t h

p a r t i c u l a r e m p h a s i s on i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h

t h e P e m b r o k e D o c k b a s e . E n t i t l e d

Sunderland Flying-Boat Queen", t h i s sof tback
book i s again in p i c t o r i a l format, the t e x t
c o n s i s t i n g

c a p t i o n s . A f t e r a s h o r t ( n o pun i n t e n d e d ! )

i n t r o d u c t i o n S u n d e r l a n d ' s

predecessors such as the Rangoon, Singapore
and Empire boats , the reader is
marvellous photos of the g r e a t boat during

ptce" wowhae n ader
her long and varied career. T h e r e a r e m a n y

a i r t o a i r s h o t s a n d e v e n s o m e r a r e c o l o u r

p h o t o s t a k e n i n S i n g a p o r e d u r i n g t h e fi f t i e s .

The s to ry is brought up to date with the ex-
F r e n c h Navy S u n d e r l a n d t h a t came back t o P. D .

f o r p r e s e r v a t i o n a n d w h i c h now r e s i d e s i n t h e

RAF Museum a t Hendon, a long with the o t h e r
s u r v i v i n g e x a m p l e s a r o u n d the g lobe.
i s no d o u b t t h a t many C a t a l i n a f a n s a l s o have

a s o f t s p o t f o r t h e S u n d e r l a n d a n d t h i s

l a t e s t b o o k f r o m John Evans is c e r t a i n l y
h i g h l y recommended. C o p i e s can be o b t a i n e d
d i rec t from the a u t h o r a t 6 Laws S t r e e t ,

Pembroke Dock, Pembrokeshire, Dyfed SA72 6DL
a t a c o s t o f £ 6 . 5 0 i n c l P & P ( c h e q u e s made

p a y a b l e t o P a t e r c h u r c h P u b l i c a t i o n s ) .

Returning to the Ca ta l ina , i t was c l e a r t h a t
many o f you e n j o y e d r e a d i n g t h e r e m i n i s c e n c e s

o f Ron M a r t i n ' s A r c t i c fl y i n g d u r i n g 1942.

M e n t i o n w a s made a t t h e e n d o f t h e a r t i c l e

t h a t E r n e s t S c h o fi e l d - t he n a v i g a t o r on

Ron's fl i g h t s - i n a s s o c i a t i o n with Roy
N e s b i t had w r i t t e n a book a l l a b o u t t h e s e

adventurous s e r i e s o f fl i g h t s . A copy o f
t h i s book e n t i t l e d " A r c t i c Airmen - The RAF

in Spitsbergen and North Russia 1942" , which
h a s j u s t been p u b l i s h e d , h a s b e e n r e c e i v e d
for review by The Soc ie ty. I t r e c o u n t s a l l

the background to the Admira l ty ' s reasons for
i n s t i g a t i n g t h e s e fl i g h t s , t h e c h a r a c t e r s

involved, t he a c t u a l fl i g h t s t h e m s e l v e s , t h e
subsequent at tempt to fl y the Cat to the
N o r t h P o l e a n d fi n a l l y t h e t r a g e d y

surrounding the death of the crew's Skipper,
'Tim' Healy. The esteem the whole crew f e l t
fo r t h i s man comes a c r o s s very c l e a r l y and
t h e r e a d e r i s l e f t in no d o u b t t h a t h e r e was

a man of a genuine r a r e b reed , with immense
c o u r a g e b u t w i t h a z e s t f o r l i f e . Even t o

t h e u n i n i t i a t e d t h e book i s e n t e r t a i n i n g from
cover to cover with the r i g h t degree of
t e c h n i c a l back-up i n f o r m a t i o n . I t i s w e l l

i l l u s t r a t e d th roughout with p i c t u r e s from the
ac tua l fl i g h t s t o S p i t s b e rg e n , a l though not
s u r p r i s i n g l y g i v e n t h e c o n d i t i o n s p r e v a i l i n g

equipment provided some
p i c t u r e s a r e a l i t t l e on t h e b l u r r e d s i d e .

After reading the book one is l e f t with an
ove r r i d ing impression o f the g a l a n t r y along
w i t h p e r s o n a l h a r d s h i p endured by t h e crew o f

VA729, P f o r Pe te r as they, as a s l i c k team
led by a superb Skippe r, p u s h e d back t h e

f r o n t i e r s o f e n d u r a n c e a n d n a v i g a t i o n in

e x t r e m e w e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s - t h e p i l o t s o f

today j u s t d o n ' t r e a l i s e how easy they have
i t ! T h i s book a l s o s t a n d s a s a t r i b u t e t o

what a s t rong , r e l i a b l e and thorough piece of
a i r c r a f t design the Cata l ina r e a l l y was. The
b o o k i s a n a b s o l u t e m u s t f o r t h e m e m b e r s o f

The Catalina Society, young and old a l ike .
I f you only buy one book in 1988, make sure

i s " A r c t i c Airmen" - y o u w o n ' t be

d i sappo in ted . T h e b o o k i s p u b l i s h e d by

William Kimber & Co Ltd, 100 Jermyn St,
London SWIY 6EE at a p r i c e o f £ 1 3 . 5 0 ( n o t

inc lud ing P&P). F lypas t a r e a l s o o f f e r i n g
t h e b o o k f o r s a l e t h r o u g h t h e i r m a i l o r d e r

b o o k s e r v i c e .

DORNIER SEASTAR

A s h o r t d e s c r i p t i o n o f the Dornier a i r c r a f t
company's Do-ATT proto type was contained in

the l a s t issue of the Catalina News, which
was used i n va r ious t e s t programmes f o r t he
German M i n i s t r y o f R e s e a r c h a n d Technology.

H e r e t h e E d i t o r d e s c r i b e s t h e r e s u l t s o f t h i s

research, the Claudius Dornier Seastar.

In t h e e a r l y e i g h t i e s C l a u d i u s D o r n i e r , t h e

son o f Prof. Claude Dornier - who was the
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THE CLAUDIS DORNIER SEASTAR DURING WATER TRIALS, CLEARLY SHOWING THE
TVOSTEP FLAT BOTTOMED HULL, SIDE SPONSON AND STUB WING

(C. D. S. Gmbh via STUART BOURNE)

des igne r o f D o r n i e r ' s h igh ly s u c c e s s f u l range
o f p r e - w a r a n d w a r t i m e fl y i n g b o a t s

be l ieved the market was ready t o accept a new
u t i l i t y a m p h i b i a n embody ing modern m a t e r i a l s

and t e c h n o l o g y . T h e D o r n i e r A i r c r a f t

Company, by then p a r t i a l l y government owned,
w e r e u n f o r t u n a t e l y n o t o f t h e same o p i n i o n

and were u n w i l l i n g t o f u n d t h e d e s i g n even

a f t e r the success o f the Do-ATT. Eventua l ly,
C l a u d i u s D o r n i e r u s e d h i s own a n d p r i v a t e

f u n d s t o l a u n c h t h e p r o j e c t a l t h o u g h t h e

f a c i l i t i e s o f t h e D o r n i e r A i r c r a f t company a t

O b e r p f a f f e n h o f e n were u t i l i s e d t o h e l p in t h e

c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e fi r s t p r o t o t y p e .

The g e n e s i s o f t h e d e s i g n was t h e b e l i e f t h a t

t h e w o r l d ' s fl e e t o f s e a p l a n e s and a m p h i b i a n s

w e r e s t e a d i l y g e t t i n g o l d e r w i t h n o

r e p l a c e m e n t s a p p e a r i n g on t h e h o r i z o n . The
S e a s t a r was d e s i g n e d t o i n c l u d e a s m u c h

a d v a n c e d t e c h n o l o g y a s p o s s i b l e w h i l e a t t h e

same time lowering opera t iona l and r e p a i r
c o s t s . C l a u d i u s D o r n i e r b e l i e v e d t h e a n s w e r

t o t h e s e p r o b l e m s l a y i n t h e u s e o f c o m p o s i t e

c o n s t r u c t i o n a l l i e d t o t u r b o - p r o p

p o w e r p l a n t s . T h u s t h e S e a s t a r e m b o d i e s t h e

e x p e r i e n c e g a i n e d in t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f o v e r

12,000 composi te g l i d e r s by West German

manufacturers . The fi r s t pro to type S e a s t a r ,

in fact a smaller 'proof of concept vehic le ' ,
had a Glass Reinforced P l a s t i c (GRP) fuse lage
and t a i l assembly but to save time and cos t
t h e wing was t a k e n f rom a Dornier Do27.
Mounted in a n a c e l l e on top the wing were. two
ubiquitous Pratt and Whitney PT6 turbo-props
in a push-pull arrangement. The hull o f the
proto type showed a f u r t h e r refinement of the
Do-ATT's two s t e p fl a t hul l design with the

addition of side fuselage mounted sponsons,
which a l s o c o n t a i n e d t h e main u n d e r c a r r i a g e

u n i t s , in place of the normal wing mounted
o u t r i g g e r fl o a t s s e e n on most p r e v i o u s fl y i n g

b o a t s and a m p h i b i a n s .

I n i t i a l fl i g h t t r i a l s i n e a r l y 1985 proved

the g e n e r a l l ayou t o f the a i r c r a f t but of
c o u r s e t h e a c i d t e s t o f t h e a i r c r a f t came

when s h e fi r s t a t t a c k e d t h e w a t e r . Te s t i n g
was c o n d u c t e d on Lake C o n s t a n c e and in t h e

h a r s h e n v i r o n m e n t o f t h e B a l t i c S e a . These

t e s t s again proved the concept to be sound
o f l i t t l e modificat ion.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y 1985, a

s u c c e s s f u l d e b u t a t t h e P a r i s A i r Show w h e r e

the Seas ta r c rea ted much i n t e r e s t , f u r t h e r

t e s t i n g on Lake C o n s t a n c e e n d e d in d i s a s t e r .

T h e t e s t p i l o t i n a d v e r t e n t l y l e f t t h e

u n d e r c a r r i a g e e x t e n d e d when l and ing . L i k e
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a l l good amphibians t h i s caused the a i r c r a f t
t o n o s e u n d e r a n d t h e a i r c r a f t was damaged

beyond repa i r. However, the extreme strength
o f t h e GRP f u s e l a g e was c e r t a i n l y p r o v e n a s

the crew were a b l e to e x t r i c a t e themselves
f r o m t h e w r e c k relat ively unharmed, except
for the p i l o t s pr ide!

The loss of the 'proof of concept' a i r c r a f t
did not dampen the company from pushing ahead

w i t h their pre -p roduc t ion p ro to type t h e

p o s i t i v e r e s u l t s only encouraging them. The

new a i r c r a f t t o o k t o t h e a i r f o r t h e fi r s t

time in April 1987. The general arrangement
o f t h e a i r c r a f t was s i m i l a r t o t h e e a r l i e r

a i r c r a f t , however, i t was fi t t e d w i t h t h e

d e fi n i t i v e GRP c o n s t r u c t i o n c a n t i l e v e r wing,

a more commodious fu se l age capable o f s e a t i n g

p a s s e n g e r s , powerful PT-6A-112

a s l i g h t l y s h o r t e r fi n a n d s m a l l

s tub wings a t t a c h e d to the f u s e l a g e sponsons
t o a i d in low s p e e d h a n d l i n g a s w e l l a s

c a r r y i n g a d d i t i o n a l I n i t i a l fl i g h t

t e s t s of the a i r c r a f t proved successful with
waterborne t r i a l s again tak ing place on Lake

Constance and in the Baltic Sea, however, the
fi r s t water l a n d i n g s took p lace much e a r l i e r
in the test programme than with the 'proof of
c o n c e p t a i r c r a f t so convinced were Claudius

D o r n i e r S e a s t a r o f t h e i r p r o d u c t .

A d d i t i o n a l l y a warning system was i n s t a l l e d

in t he c o c k p i t so a t h a t a s i m i l a r a c c i d e n t

a s b e f e l l t h e ' p roo f of concept ' veh ic l e
c o u l d n o t happen a g a i n .

The ae rop lane i s now undergoing the r i g o u r s

i t ' s G e r m a n (LDA) a n d

c e r t i fi c a t i o n t e s t i n g which is expec ted t o be

completed by l a t e 1988 l ead ing t o fi r s t

d e l i v e r i e s in 1989. The second a i r c r a f t i s

c u r r e n t l y u n d e r c o n s t r u c t i o n a t

Oberpfaffenhofen which w i l l have s l i g h t l y

larger flaps and ailerons than the pre-
p r o d u c t i o n p r o t o t y p e . C l a u d i u s

Seas t a r hopes to have begun production o f the

a i r c r a f t by a t l a t e s t , the end of 1987,
working up to a production output o f t h ree
a i r c r a f t per month by 1991. The f a c i l i t i e s

a t Oberpfaffenhofen b e e n e x t e n d e d by

43,000 sq ft in anticipation of this output,
t h e company a r e

f u r t h e r i n v e s t m e n t t o s h o u l d e r t h e c o s t o f

p u t t i n g t h e a i r c r a f t through t h e

c e r t i fi c a t i o n process and in to produc t ion .
Since the launch of the p r o j e c t the company

have t a k e n 21 d e p o s i t s f o r p u r c h a s e o p t i o n s

a long wi th r e c e i v i n g f o u r ' L e t t e r s o f I n t e n t '

t o p u r c h a s e f r o m c i v i l a n d m i l i t a r y

ANOTHER VIEV OF THE SEASTAR SEEN DURING TRIALS IN KIEL

HARBOUR IN MAY 1987 (C. D.S. Gmbh via STUART BOURNE)

D-ICDS s e a s t a r
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c u s t o m e r s .

S o w h a t a r e t h e c h a n c e s o f t h e S e a s t a r

s u c c e e d i n g i n t h e h i g h l y v o l a t i l e modern
a i r c r a f t m a r k e t p l a c e , w i t h a n e s t i m a t e d

p o t e n t i a l market o f 500 u n i t s i n t h i s
p a r t i c u l a r c l a s s . The a i r c r a f t i s designed
very much for u t i l i t y work and with t h i s in

mind two large entrance doors are in s t a l l ed ,
one in t h e fo rward f u s e l a g e and one in t h e

r e a r f u s e l a g e - con ta in ing an o v e r - s i z e c a r g o
door r a t h e r like that of the 'Ki l le r Cat ' .
The a d v a n t a g e s o f t h e a i r c r a f t a r e : - i t s

l i g h t w e i g h t and v e r y s t r o n g GRP c o n s t r u c t i o n
w h i c h o b v i o u s l y d o e s not s u f f e r from
c o r r o s i o n l i k e a l u m i n i u m a i r c r a f t ; r e p a i r

methods for the GRP cons t ruc t ion a r e not f a r
r e m o v e d f r o m t h a t u s e d i n t h e GRP b o a t

bu i ld ing business which are thus f a r s impler

fo r t h i r d world c o u n t r i e s t o adap t t o ; the
fuel e f fi c i e n c y o f turbo-prop engines; the

no o u t r i g g e r fl o a t s to g e t
damaged when taxying water, and when
combined w i t h t h e central , h i g h m o u n t e d ,

e n g i n e p o s i t i o n , a l l o w s t h e a i r c r a f t t o c o m e

a longs ide a s l i p l i k e a boat u n l i k e most
o t h e r waterborne a i r c r a f t ; a fl a t bottomed
h u l l d e s i g n a l l o w i n g t h e a i r c r a f t t o g e t on

t h e s t e p q u i c k e r than normal amphibians ; t h e
a i r c r a f t i s c a p a b l e o f b e i n g u s e d f o r a wide

v a r i e t y o f m i s s i o n s i n c l u d i n g p a s s e n g e r

c a r r i a g e , cargo c a r r i e r , a i r ambulance (when
i t c a n c a r r y s i x s t r e t c h e r s a n d t w o

a t t e n d a n t s ) , m a r i t i m e p a t r o l a n d

s u r v e i l l a n c e , fi s h e r i e s p r o t e c t i o n a n d

c o a s t g u a r d / l a w e n f o r c e m e n t . Thus t h e r e i s no

d o u b t i t i s a c a p a b l e and v e r s a t i l e a i r c r a f t .

However, t h e r e a r e a number o f minus p o i n t s ,
namely the a i r c r a f t ' s poor range when loaded
(approx 250km with a 1450kg l o a d ) ; i t s
l i m i t e d s e a t i n g c a p a c i t y a l t h o u g h a s t r e t c h e d

v a r i a n t i s envisaged; the r e luc t ance of many
c o n s e r v a t i v e o p e r a t o r s t o p u r c h a s e l a r g e

c o m p o s i t e c o n s t r u c t i o n a i r c r a f t and p r o b a b l y

i t ' s b i g g e s t drawback; the p r i c e . US$ 2.75
m i l l i o n i s a s u b s t a n t i a l sum o f money f o r a

12 s e a t e r u t i l i t y a i r c r a f t . T h e S e a s t a r ' s

n e a r e s t competi tor i s the Cessna Caravan I,
fi t t e d with fl o a t s , which r e t a i l s a t US$1

m i l l i o n a n d h a s 16 s e a t s a n d s i m i l a r

payload/range c a p a b i l i t y on the fuel burn of
o n l y one P r a t t and Whitney PT-6A. The o t h e r

compet i t ion i s l imi t ed to wartime des igns
such a s t h e Grumman Mal l a rd , Grumman Goose,
De Havilland Canada O t t e r , however, none o f
t h e s e a i r c r a f t h a v e a s a l e p r i c e a n y w h e r e

n e a r t h e S e a s t a r a n d i n t h e c a s e o f some

M a l l a r d s a n d O t t e r s a r e i n f a c t r e - e n g i n e d

w i t h t u r b o - p r o p s . The o p e r a t o r s o f s o m e

i s l a n d s h u t t l e a i r l i n e s h a v e l o o k e d a t t h e

S e a s t a r b u t t u r n e d i t down due t o t h e s i m p l e

f a c t t h a t the repayments on the a i r c r a f t well
e x c e e d e d t h e i r p o t e n t i a l r e v e n u e s . G i v e n

t ime, when some of t he o lde r designs ge t to
r e t i r e m e n t a g e t h e r e i s no d o u b t t h a t t h e

Seastar may come into i t s own, but for the
moment a t l e a s t s a l e s o f t h e a i r c r a f t w i l l be

l i m i t e d t o Government a g e n c i e s and wealthy
c o m p a n i e s . The a i r l i n e and i s l a n d - h o p p e r
o p e r a t i o n s w i l l p robab ly w a i t u n t i l a l a rg e r
v a r i a n t i s p r o d u c e d o r some o f t h e a i r c r a f t

a p p e a r a t a more a f f o r d a b l e p r i c e on t h e

s e c o n d - h a n d m a r k e t .

THE QUEEN OF DAGO LAKE

In t h e l a s t few y e a r s t h e w o r l d ' s p o p u l a t i o n
o f s u r v i v i n g C a t a l i n a s i n a i r w o r t h y c o n d i t i o n

h a s s l o w l y d i m i n i s h e d a s t i m e - e x p i r e d

specimens have been withdrawn from use and,
sadly, some h a v e been w r i t t e n o f f in

a c c i d e n t s . t w o

C a t a l i n a s have t a k e n t o t h e a i r a g a i n a f t e r

spending many years fi r m l y on the ground.

T h e i r return to the skies was, however,
s t r i c t l y temporary, as in both c a s e s t h e

d e r e l i c t a i r f r a m e s w e r e c a r r i e d a l o f t by

h e l i c o p t e r ! One o f t h e s e i s t h e s u b j e c t o f

t h i s a r t i c l e by David Legg, w h i l s t t h e other
wi l l be documented in a forthcoming i s sue .

T o w a r d s t h e end o f World War I I many

C a t a l i n a s o r i g i n a l l y ordered by the US Navy
were t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h e USAAF who o p e r a t e d

t h e i r own a i r - s e a r e s c u e s e r v i c e . C a n a d i a n -

Vickers bui l t PBV-1A, serial Bu. 67918 was one
s u c h a i r c r a f t a n d became 44-33954, type
d e s i g n a t i o n 0A-10, p r i o r t o even l eav ing the
f a c t o r y. I t s u b s e q u e n t l y s e r v e d w i t h v a r i o u s
u n i t s w h e n i t w a s

t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h e 1 0 t h A i r R e s c u e S q u a d r o n

a t Elmendorf Air Force, Alaska, where 'it
o p e r a t e d a l o n g s i d e such d i v e r s e t y p e s a s

Dragonfly h e l i c o p t e r s , Grumman Ducks and SB-
Flying Fortresses. a f t e r

a r r i v a l the C a t a l i n a was fl y i n g some d i s t a n c e

from base, when the starboard engine threw a
r o d and t h e plane was forced to land on
s h a l l o w w a t e r a t Dago Lake on t h e A l a s k a n

P e n i n s u l a , many m i l e s from c i v i l i s a t i o n .
T h i s h a p p e n e d on September 30th, 1947.
According to contemporary r e p o r t s , t h e c r e w

were fl y i n g low and c h a s i n g b e a r s o v e r t h e
t u n d r a a t t h e t i m e ! Va r i o u s a t t e m p t s were
m a d e t o r e c o v e r t h e a i r c r a f t b u t t h e s e

f a i l e d , a n d a f t e r t h e a c c i d e n t a l l o s s o f a

replacement engine in t h e su r round ing water,
a l o n g w i t h damage s u s t a i n e d t o s e v e r a l

Noorduyn Norseman a i r c r a f t u s e d a s c r e w

f e r r i e s , the o f fi c i a l i n t e r e s t in r e t r i e v i n g
t h e a i r c r a f t had waned. The g u a r d s who had

been p o s t e d t o wa tch o v e r t h e wreck were
i n s t r u c t e d t o s e v e r t h e c o n t r o l c a b l e s a n d

h y d r a u l i c l i n e s and the p r e v i o u s l y l i g h t l y
damaged a i r f r a m e was l e f t t o t h e s e v e r e

A l a s k a n e l e m e n t s .
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OV-10A CATALINA, 44-33954, SEEN AT THE ORIGINAL CRASH SITE AT DAGO LAKE
(AHAS v i a TED SPENCER)

Soon after the incident, the wreck was put
for tender but a l l b ids were below the
minimum r e s e r v e and were t h e r e f o r e r e j e c t e d

by the a u t h o r i t i e s . Alaskan law o f t h e time
d i c t a t e d t h a t the best o f f e r made a t any
subsequent auction had to be accepted and,
when an Anchorage c o n t r a c t o r l a t e r offe red

the princely sum of $58,
became the proud owners of one surplus 0A-10
C a t a l i n a . The Richards family found t h a t
t h e i r i n i t i a l e n t h u s i a s m w a s dampened

somewhat when t h e y d i s c o v e r e d t h a t fl y i n g

t h e i r a i r c r a f t o f f t h e l a k e was i m p o s s i b l e

due to the USAAF's e f f o r t s a t demobi l iz ing

i t . They t h e r e f o r e exchanged some o f t h e

components from t h e Cat w i t h a l o c a l a i r l i n e

in a t r ade for a Piper Cub fl o a t p l a n e , thus
once more leaving the Cat to i t s f a t e . T h e

combined forces of local i n h a b i t a n t s , vandals
a n d t h e h a r s h w e a t h e r e n s u r e d t h a t o v e r t h e

ensuing y e a r s the Queen o f Dago Lake became a
weather beaten shadow o f i t ' s former s e l f .

Local p i l o t s who used the wreck a s a

n a v i g a t i o n a l a i d came t o know t h e a r e a o f

water around her as 'PBY Lake'.

There the s t o r y might have ended were i t not
f o r t h e d e t e r m i n e d i n t e r v e n t i o n o f t h e

Alaskan H i s t o r i c a l Av ia t i on Soc ie ty (AHAS) •

The AHAS was formed i n 1977 w i t h t h e aim o f

promoting, p rese rv ing and p r o t e c t i n g a l l

aspec t s of Alaska ' s a v i a t i o n h i s t o r y. Main

d r i v i n g f o r c e Ted S p e n c e r , a n d h i s

colleagues, convinced the Federal Government
that the many old wrecks in the S ta te were
p o t e n t i a l l y h i s t o r i c o b j e c t s . In 1981 the

AHAS donated a d e r e l i c t B-25J M i t c h e l l bomber

t o C l e a r A i r F o r c e B a s e a n d t h i s was

airlifted out by Sikorsky CH-54 helicopter,
an expe r i ence which was to prove i nva luab l e

a t a l a t e r d a t e .

Fi red by t h i s and e a r l i e r s u c c e s s e s , t h e AHAS

tu rned t h e i r a t t e n t i o n t o t h e Dago Lake PBY.

After a while the owner of the wreck, Fred
Richards, agreed to donate the a i r f rame to
t h e AHAS a n d a f t e r a long and f r u s t r a t i n g

p e r i o d o f n e g o t i a t i o n w i t h t h e Bureau o f Land

Management and S t a t e o f Alaska, t h e w a y

became c l e a r f o r t h e AHAS t o t a k e o v e r

responsibi l i ty for the a i r c r a f t . I n t h e

meantime t h i s d id not p reven t an e n t e r p r i s i n g
indiv idua l succeed ing i n removing the c e n t r e
s e c t i o n fuel t anks with an axe , s u r p r i s i n g l y
without too much damage being i n fl i c t e d on
the a i r c r a f t . Once in possess ion of the Cat,

the AHAS now faced the massive problem of

r e c o v e r i n g i t . The AHAS managed to o b t a i n

t h e c o - o p e r a t i o n o f t h e 2 0 7 t h Av i a t i o n

Sect ion of the l o c a l Air Nat ional Guard u n i t .
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The plan was to move the Cat us ing t h e

25,000lb l i f t i n g capac i ty of a CH-54 Skycrane

h e l i c o p t e r . Accordingly on 28th September

1984, the CH-54, together with two Iroquois
helicopters and a private Cessna 185 set out
t o King Salmon AFB which was t o become t he

base of the r e t r i e v a l opera t ion .

unpleasant t a s k was aggravated by changeable
w e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s a n d t h e p r e s e n c e o f

i r r i t a t i n g bugs that were constantly buzzing
a r o u n d . A f t e r s e v e r a l h o u r s h a r d work a l l

seemed ready for the fi r s t l i f t attempt. T h e

Skycrane fl e w o v e r the s i t e a n d t h e g r o u n d

party attached l i f t cables to the Catalina.
However, despite much noise and e f f o r t the

The next day the crew fl e w o u t to Dago Lake

t o commence t h e p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r t h e l i f t .

I n i t i a l l y t h e a i r c r a f t was r e s t o r e d t o an

even k e e l by i n fl a t i n g a l a rge a i r b a g under

t he s t a r b o a r d wing thus l i f t i n g i t from t he

creek in which i t had been r e s t i n g for near ly

f o r t y y e a r s . With t h e r i s e and f a l l o f

seasonal water l e v e l s the fuselage and wing

t i p had progressively fi l l e d with sand, and
as much o f t h i s as poss ible had t o be removed
before any move could be contemplated. This

old wreck refused to leave he r r e s t i n g place

o f s o m a n y y e a r s . The CH-54 t h e r e f o r e fl e w

o f f and b u r n t some f u e l f o r h a l f an h o u r i n

order to lose weight, a f t e r which i t was once
more hi tched up t o the C a t a l i n a . Eventua l ly

a f t e r much heaving, ten feet o f a i r separated
the Cat from the ground but further height
could not be g a i n e d . She was t h e r e f o r e moved

to a spot of firmer ground 300 yards away and
l o w e r e d gently b a c k down t o e a r t h .

Nonetheless, the 'Queen o f Dago Lake' had

fl o w n a g a i n .

THE DRANATIC SIGHT OF THE CAT SLUNG BELOW THE CH-54 EN ROUTE TO ANCHORAGE

(AHAS via TED SPENCER)
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The n e x t d a y ,

windy a l though the local bugs were u n d e t e r r e d

and o u t i n f o r c e a g a i n ! The i m m e d i a t e t a s k

was t o remove yet more accumulated s i l t from

the f u s e l a g e and s t a r b o a r d wing i n an e f f o r t

t o r e d u c e t h e w e i g h t s t i l l f u r t h e r . T h e

removal o f t h e u n d e r c a r r i a g e a n d s o m e

i n t e r i o r fi t t i n g s was undertaken for the same

reasons. Several hours l a t e r, the ai rcraf t
had l o s t weight t o the tune o f 1000lbs. All

was now ready for the l i f t i n g to resume, but
before t h i s happened an u n f o r t u n a t e r i g g e r

h imsel f became a i r b o r n e when he s l i p p e d and

f e l l o f f t h e w i n g . He had t o be t a k e n o f f t o

hospital by helicopter with a badly in jured
a n k l e . With t h i s i n c i d e n t out o f the way,

t h e Cat was at l a s t l inked up t o t h e hover ing

CH-54 and s h o r t l y a f t e r s h e was a i r b o r n e

a g a i n , e x a c t l y 37 y e a r s t o t he day a f t e r h e r

unscheduled a r r i v a l a t Dago Lake.

aloft, a d r o g u e c h u t e e n s u r e d t h a t t h e

Cata l ina was towed through the a i r with some
degree of s t a b i l i t y . Meanwhile the recovery
crew h u r r i e d t o g e t o f f the ground themselves

s o t h a t t h e o p e r a t i o n c o u l d b e r e c o r d e d f o r

posteri ty from the support a i r c r a f t .

The C a t a l i n a was moved t o w i t h i n 22 m i l e s o f

King Salmon in fi n e but s l i g h t l y t u rbu l en t
conditions. Eventually, d e c i s i o n

taken to release the precious cargo at a safe
location as air turbulence began to increase.

The temporary res t ing place was a small h i l l ,

and a f t e r ensuring a l l was well , the CH-54

departed to King Salmon t o a w a i t t h e

f o l l o w i n g weekend

r e t u r n e d t o A n c h o r a g e .

w h i l s t t h e AHAS c r e w

A week l a t e r a l l was ready to resume the
r e c o v e r y a t t e m p t . The Cat was h i t c h e d up t o

t h e CH-54 and l i f t e d skyward a g a i n . However,

a f t e r t r a v e l l i n g on ly t e n m i l e s t h e c h o p p e r
c r e w f e l t t h e l o a d s h i f t a n d t h e a i r f r a m e w a s

lowered t o t e r r a fi r m a a g a i n s o t h a t t h e

problem could be i n v e s t i g a t e d . To everyone ' s
dismay i t was discovered t h a t one o f the
at tachment po in t s had f a i l e d completely and
the o the r was showing s igns o f going the same
w a y . C l e a r l y i t was lucky t h a t t h e o l d b i r d

had not plummeted to d e s t r u c t i o n , and thus i t
became e s s e n t i a l t h a t a new method o f l i f t i n g

be f o u n d . T h e i d e a l s o l u t i o n w a s t o u s e

heavy duty l i f t i n g s t r a p s such as those used
in boatyards for moving h u l l s around, but
the nea res t s e t a v a i l a b l e was loca ted a t

Fai rbanks , 1100 m i l e s away. F o r t u n a t e l y a
s e t was d i s c o v e r e d a t t h e l o c a l y a r d i n s t e a d

t h e s e were d o n a t e d . By t h i s time poor
weather had s e t in with high gus t ing winds

snow, and t h i s was to p r e v a i l throughout

t h e n i g h t .

The fol lowing morning much time was spent in
c l e a r i n g snow a n d d e - i c i n g t h e CH-54.

Everyone was c o n s c i o u s t h a t s h o u l d t h e

Cata l ina be s i m i l a r l y covered i n i c e , the
m i s s i o n l e a d e r would be u n a b l e t o s a n c t i o n

t h e l i f t and t h a t it would a l m o s t c e r t a i n l y

h a v e to be postponed u n t i l t h e f o l l o w i n g

Spring. The c r e w a l l fl e w o f f t o t h e

THE QUEEN OF DAGO LAKE SEEN AT LAKE HOOD/ANCHORAGE INT'L IN AUGUST 1987

(MICHAEL PROPHET via RON MAK)
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Cata l ina f e a r i n g the wors t . One can imagine

t h e i r j u b i l a t i o n t h e r e f o r e when, w i t h i n a

q u a r t e r o f a mi le o f the C a t a l i n a , t h e snow
s t o p p e d .

m a j e s t i c a l l y

She was quickly placed in the

s t r a p s s u s p e n d e d b e n e a t h t h e CH-54 and a t e s t

them t o be s a t i s f a c t o r y .

r a c e was on t o fl y t h e l a s t few m i l e s t o King

where in due t h e AHAS's

l a t e s t a c q u i s i t i o n was lowered into p o s i t i o n

amongs t w h i r l i n g c l o u d s s n o w . T h e i r

m i s s i o n had been a c c o m p l i s h e d .

T h i s was n o t t h e end o f t h e o p e r a t i o n a s

even tua l ly, the Cata l ina was des t ined f o r the

A n c h o r a g e . I t was t o be a n o t h e r t h r e e y e a r s

b e f o r e t h e fi n a l l eg o f t h e j o u r n e y

accomplished. In 1987 'Queen o f Dago Lake'

was once more hoisted skyward by a CH-54, but
t h i s time a l i f t i n g s t r a p broke and the poor

old Catalina had to be l e f t en route again,
on t h i s o c c a s i o n a t t h e e a s t e r n end o f Lake

strap was found,
and then on 22nd August the l a s t s t age o f the

journey took place, c u l m i n a t i n g i n t h e

Q u e e n ' s a r r i v a l o n t h e s o u t h s h o r e o f L a k e

Hood, a l o n g s i d e A n c h o r a g e I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Airpor t , the s i t e o f the new museum. Here

r e s t o r a t i o n work has now commenced and t h e

PBY w i l l j o i n the o t h e r a i r c r a f t in t h e

c o l l e c t i o n . Al though t h e US c i v i l

r e g i s t r a t i o n N57875 h a s b e e n a l l o c a t e d t o t h e

a i r c r a f t , a r e b u i l d t o fl y i n g c o n d i t i o n would
seem t o be a mammoth t a s k . However, the AHAS
must be c o n g r a t u l a t e d on t h e i r e n t e r p r i s e and

p e r s e v e r a n c e w i t h t h i s p r o j e c t a n d t h e

C a t a l i n a News w i l l keep i t s r e a d e r s up t o

d a t e w i t h d e v e l o p m e n t s .

The author would l i k e to express h i s g r a t e f u l
t h a n k s t o Ted Spencer of AHAS the
p r e p a r a t i o n o f t h i s a r t i c l e .

CAT LETTERS

Ron M a r t i n ' s e x c e l l e n t a r t i c l e on t h e A r c t i c

C a t a l i n a o p e r a t i o n s has prompted a number o f

responses from t h e membership, one from John
F i s h which was e s p e c i a l l y i n t e r e s t i n g .
John's l e t t e r also highlights a typographical
e r r o r which went unnoticed by the Editors ,
w h i c h c o n c e r n e d t h e l e n g t h o f Ron M a r t i n ' s

o p e r a t i o n a l t o u r . I t s h o u l d o f c o u r s e h a v e

read 1,100 hours and not 100 hours!

D e a r E d i t o r

The piece by Ron Martin in the Catalina News,
Issue No. 6, came to me just as I had
fi n i s h e d reading "PQ 17 Convoy t o Hell" and

spurred me into yet f u r t h e r r e sea rch i n
f o l l o w i n g up my own s h a r e A r c t i c

e x p e r i e n c e s in C a t a l i n a s on 210 Sqn.

I j o in e d the Squadron in February 1942 a t

Oban but a month l a t e r we were moved e n - b l o c

t o S u l l o m Voe i n t h e S h e t l a n d s . By cur ious
coinc idence my log book r e c o r d s t h a t my fi r s t
operational t r ip (patrol off Trondheim for
Ti r p i t z - 18hr 25min) was with F/O P o t i e r and
P/O Mart in (no r e l a t i o n ) and me a s 2nd p i l o t .

My second ope ra t ion , 21 hours o f f the Lofoten
I s l e s , was a l s o with G i l l i e P o t i e r and P/O

Martin, a f t e r which I became P o t i e r ' s r egu la r

n u m b e r t w o .

AH559/N was P o t i e r ' s u s u a l a i r c r a f t b u t I see

t h a t a t t h e end o f A p r i l and the beg inn ing o f

May 1942 we were u s i n g A H 5 5 1 / . On 2 4 t h

A p r i l we d i d an i c e r e c c e a s f a r a s Jan

I remember b e i n g i m p r e s s e d by t h e

I s l a n d ' s h i g h v o l c a n i c c o n e ( B e r e n b e r g I

t h i n k i t was c a l l e d ) and knowing i t was an

a r e a i n which t o be wary in bad v i s i b i l i t y .

On 11th May we had recovered the use o f 'N'

and went from Sullom Voe on an ice r e c c e to

S p i t z b e r g e n . My u n d e r s t a n d i n g was t h a t we

w e r e t h e fi r s t t o r e p r e s e n t 210 S q u a d r o n

t h e r e . We had been to ld t ha t t h e r e might be
s o m e Norweg ians a t t h e c o a l m i n e a t

Barentsberg in Green Harbour. We saw smoke
but no people, so proceeded up Ice Fjord and
f o u n d fi r s t s o m e s k i t r a c k s o n t h e

m o u n t a i n s i d e and t h e n a H e i n k e l on t h e i c e

with a hut o r t e n t n e a r it. Figures r a n

towards the plane which we shot up, but we
d i d n o t l i n g e r t o a s s e s s t h e r e s u l t s . We

h e a r d s u b s e q u e n t l y t h a t t h i s H e i n k e l r e m a i n e d

there u n t i l the ice melted and i t sank; I
b e l i e v e t h i s t o be t h e a i r c r a f t w h i c h Ron

M a r t i n r e p o r t s a s "damaged i n a n i c e

landing". We claimed i t as our v ic t im. That
t r i p was logged as 24 hours 40mins - my

r e c o r d f o r q u i t e a l o n g t i m e - and a l l l ogged

a s day fl y i n g . ( R o n M a r t i n c o m m e n t s a s

f o l l o w s - "The H e i n k e l w h i c h J o h n s a y s h i s

c r e w c l a i m e d a s t h e i r s d i d i n f a c t fl y back

to Banak in North Norway the day a f t e r they
shot i t up, to have the damage i n fl i c t e d
r e p a i r e d . The Heinkel we saw was a c t u a l l y in

a d i f f e r e n t p o s i t i o n and in f a c t was s i n k i n g

t h r o u g h t h e melting i c e of Advent Fjord,
whereas John ' s was on land covered with snow
f u r t h e r u p A d v e n t d a l e " - O f fi c i a l German

* records confirm t h i s f a c t , Ed)

At the end o f May 1942 I went on a C a p t a i n ' s

course so I d i d not pick up much o f the

f o l l o w - u p s t o r y o f S p i t z b e r g e n . From what

reached me, I gathered that our d iscovery of

Germans on the ground in Spitzbergen was news
t h a t did not get to Iceland before the two

ships of the landing expedition l e f t , so they
may have lacked warning of the l o c a l enemy
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a c t i v i t y on S p i t z b e r g e n .

When I r e t u r n e d t o 210 Sqn in l a t e 1942 I
i n h e r i t e d AH559 /N s t r a i g h t a w a y
i n v o l v e d i n t h e d e t a c h m e n t t o N o r t h R u s s i a t o

p r o v i d e some o f t h e h e l p f o r convoy PQ 18

which PQ: 17 had s o s a d l y l a c k e d .

Healey ' s mission with Spi tzbergen had been
k e p t a c a r e f u l l y gua rded s e c r e t o f which o n l y

s n i p p e t s g o t i n t o g e n e r a l c i r c u l a t i o n on t h e

Squadron, but i t c e r t a i n l y was a blow t h a t he
s h o u l d b e t h e o n e t o b e t h e v i c t i m a t t h e e n d

o f t h e R u s s i a n e p i s o d e .

I had o t h e r e x c u r s i o n s subsequen t ly t o the

Arctic, and to Russia, but that was in 190
Sqn, which succeeded 210 Sqn a t Sullom Voe.
My longes t t r i p was in June 1943 on an ice
r e c c e f rom Sul lom Voe t o w e l l n o r t h o f t h e

Bear I s l e ; on r e t u r n w e a t h e r p r e v e n t e d us

from landing a t base and we went on to
I n v e r g o r d o n . T r i p d u r a t i o n was logged a s

2 9 h o u r s and 10mins - a g a i n a l l day fl y i n g in

t h o s e l a t i t u d e s ! Y e t I k n o w t h a t t h e

C a t a l i n a ' s record i s o f longer fl i g h t

d u r a t i o n s than t h a t .

Final ly, one small point on Ron's a r t i c l e .
I t s t a t e s t h a t he and h i s c rew w e n t on t o

fi n i s h t h e i r " fi r s t t o u r o f 100 h o u r s

o p e r a t i o n a l fl y i n g " . T h i s m u s t b e a

m i s p r i n t ! The C o a s t a l Command C a t a l i n a t o u r

was 800 hours . On the Squadron any t r i p t h a t
d i d n o t g e t i n t o d o u b l e fi g u r e s was dubbed a s

l o c a l fl y i n g !

With b e s t w i s h e s t o t h e S o c i e t y

Yours s i n c e r e l y

J o h n F i s h

T h e G r e e n

Stockton,
Nr Rugby
Wa r w i c k s h i r e

( E d i t o r i a l Note - C a t a l i n a AH551/M e n d e d i t ' s

c a r e e r with 1310TU when i t spun in to a h i l l

a t Ballinamallard, Formanagh on 16/10/43.
A H 5 5 9 / N c r a s h e d on t a k e - o f f and sank a t

G i b r a l t a r on 4 / 11 / 4 2 w h i l s t s t i l l wi th 210

Sqn)

me s e v e r a l t i m e s . Between u s we a r e t r y i n g

t o c o n t a c t m o r e m e m b e r s f r o m t h a t w a r t i m e

area of operations, a i r c r e w o r g r o u n d e r e w.

So f a r by various means, I have been ab le t o
c o n t a c t one e x - 2 5 9 Sqn aircrew member, Ron
K n i b b s - we were on t h e same c r ew f o r a b o u t 9

m o n t h s . Ron h a s now s i n c e j o i n e d t h e

C a t a l i n a S o c i e t y, I h e a r . I h a v e a l s o

managed t o c o n t a c t four o t h e r e x - a i r c r e w o f
259 Sqn t h r o u g h t h e widow o f a f o r m e r

S q u a d r o n P i l o t . I have r e q u e s t e d a n o t e i n

t h e n e x t in t h e RAFA m a g a z i n e - i t may come

in t h e C h r i s t m a s e d i t i o n . I w i l l be d o i n g my

b e s t t o g e t a l l t h o s e p e o p l e who r e s p o n d t o

j o i n the Ca ta l ina Society with a view to a
par ty o f us a t t end ing the S o c i e t y ' s meeting
in A p r i l . I n c i d e n t a l l y an e x - P i l o t (not

Cats) f r i e n d o f mine and I have r e s e r v e d our

p l a c e s on the Wartime Aircrew Reunion in
Wi n n e p e g , Canada next S e p t e m b e r ( ' 8 8 ) . I

h a v e no d o u b t t h e r e w i l l be e x - C a t a l i n a c r e w s

from Canada, A u s t r a l i a and New Z e a l a n d

p r e s e n t . Maybe I can r e c r u i t ' a few

overseas members and ga the r some s t o r i e s for
C a t N e w s !

Yours s i n c e r e l y

G e o f f Guy

54 Grenidge Way
O a k l e y

B e d s

CATALINAS I N SCALE

As m e n t i o n e d i n t h e l a s t N e w s l e t t e r we w i l l

be h o l d i n g a C a t a l i n a s c a l e m o d e l c o m p e t i t i o n

a t t he Ca ta l ina Society meeting in April with
a very d e s i r a b l e p r i ze for the t h r ee
d i f f e r e n t c a t a g o r i e s . T h e s e a r e : - fl y i n g

s c a l e m o d e l ; s c r a t c h b u i l t s t a t i c ; a n d

p l a s t i c k i t . We a r e very much looking
f o r w a r d t o s e e i n g t h e r e s u l t s o f your
endeavours, so d o n ' t forge t you have only got
about th ree months to go before the big day.

Dear E d i t o r

Following your reques t in the l a s t Newslet ter
f o r r e s p o n s e s f r o m those people who have
appeared in t he 'Cat Contact Column' a s to

t h e i r r e l a t i v e successes , I am pleased to
r e s p o n d p o s i t i v e l y .

Member Dr A r t h u r Banks who was a 'Met Man' in

t h e I n d i a n O c e a n a r e a h a s b e e n i n t o u c h w i t h

CATALINA HELP LINE

As i s o f t e n t h e c a s e w i t h a p r i v a t e l y r u n

organisation of our kind, new equipment for
o u r h a n g a r t o o l c h e s t c a n n o t be p r o c u r e d a s

a n d when it i s r e q u i r e d d u e t o b u d g e t a r y

c o n s t r a i n t s . T h e r e f o r e i f you, t h e

membership, c o m e a c r o s s a n y s u i t a b l e

equipment o f good q u a l i t y and in work ing

order for our grounderews' use, please drop
John Wa t t s a l i n e a t the Membership and
Subsc r ip t ions address. Our t h a n k s t h e r e f o r e

go t o member Harry Claridge who has kindly
d o n a t e d an a i r d r i l l w h i c h w i l l p r o v e most

u s e f u l .
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In t h e l a s t i s s u e o f t h e N e w s l e t t e r

r eques ted any leads on an Avgas APU. Well

you w i l l be p l e a s e d t o know t h a t a comple te ly

o r i g i n a l C a t a l i n a APU s t i l l in i t s box h a s

been l o c a t e d and purchased f o r a very smal l

s u m .

about our i n t e r n a l b a t t e r y l i f e n e a r l y so

much when we a r e on t h e w a t e r o r when a t

a i r fi e l d s wi th no ground power!

THE ROYAL AIR FORCE AND THE CATALINA -
2 0 2 SQUADRON

This a r t i c l e , the fi r s t in a series on the

RAF Catalina uni ts , looks a t the history of

202 Squadron with p a r t i c u l a r emphasis given

to the period between 1941 and 1945, when
C a t a l i n a s w e r e fl o w n f r o m b a s e s i n G i b r a l t a r

a n d N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d .

The o r i g i n s o f No. 202 Squadron go a s f a r

back as October 1914, when on 14th of that

month No. 2 Squadron RNAS was formed a t

Eastchurch i n Kent. After se rv ing for two

y e a r s i n d e f e n c e o f t h e c o a s t i n t h a t a r e a i t

b e c a m e a bomber unit based at Bregues,

Dunkirk, o p e r a t i n g aga ins t c o a s t a l t a r g e t s .

On 1st April 1918, the unit became 202

Squadron o f t h e Roya l A i r F o r c e a n d c o n t i n u e d

t o fl y bombing and r econna i s sance miss ions

over Belgium us ing DH.4s up to the Armistice.

The s q u a d r o n was d i s b a n d e d f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e

on 22nd January 1920. There f o l l o w e d a s h o r t

per iod commencing in the fo l lowing April a s a

naval co-operation outfit at Alexandria, but

this only lasted until may of t he following

y e a r • Equipment u s e d d u r i n g t h i s time

cons is ted of Short 184s.

The s q u a d r o n r e f o r m e d on t h e fi r s t d a y o f

1929 at Kalafrana, Malta, when the former 481

fl i g h t was redes igna ted . Equipped with

Fairey IIID seap lanes , the squadron fl e w

c o a s t a l r e c o n n a i s s a n c e a n d s e a r c h a n d r e s c u e

s o r t i e s i n t h e a r e a a r o u n d M a l t a . New

equipment i n t h e form o f Fa i rey I I I F S

fo l lowed in 1930 superceded by Supermarine

Scapas in May 1935. The l a s t o f t h e fi v e

Scapas a r r i v e d on 3rd August t h u s making 202

fully equipped with fly ing boats.

The Abyssinian Crisis, caused by the invasion
o f t h a t c o u n t r y (now b e t t e r known

Ethiopia) by Musso l in i ' s fo rces i n the Autumn

of 1935, r e s u l t e d in increased a c t i v i t y on

the squadron, t he Scapas s t a r t i n g a n t i -

s u b m a r i n e p a t r o l s a round Mal ta o n 9th

O c t o b e r . The poss ib i l i ty of enemy attack

from S i c i l y, only fi f t y miles away meant t h a t

t h e squadron had t o o p e r a t e i t s b o a t s f rom

d i s p e r s e d m o o r i n g s . The t h r e a t o f a t t a c k

soon receeded however, and the peace time

a c t i v i t y continued as before , new machines

arriving subsequently when the Scapas were
r ep l aced by Saro Londons from Autumn 1937

onwards. At th is time 202 Squadron took part
in Nyon patrols , a combined Brit ish a n d

F r e n c h a n t i - s u b m a r i n e o p e r a t i o n i n t e n d e d t o

s u b m a r i n e s

merchant s h i p s suspec t ed o f c a r r y i n g s u p p l i e s

t o t h e Communist b a c k e d f o r c e s i n t h e S p a n i s h

Civil War. By the time the ope ra t ions ceased

CATALINA IB, ' L ' OF 202 SQN SEEN IN SEPTEMBER 1943

(RAFN v i a PETER NOPS)
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in December of that year, 111 sor t ies had
been flown by 202 using both Scapas and
L o n d o n s .

The squadron was b r i e fl y moved to Alexandria
f o l l o w i n g t h e G e r m a n i n v a s i o n o f

Czechoslovakia in l a t e summer 1938, but when
t h i s c r i s i s d i e d down a r e t u r n t o M a l t a

f o l l o w e d . I n i t i a l excitement a t the prospec t

of re-equipment with Short Sunderlands was
s h o r t l i v e d when t h e new mach ines were

d i v e r t e d t o 228 Sqn. i n s t e a d . By t h i s t i m e

t e n s i o n i n Europe w a s e s c a l a t i n g and the

squadron w a s t r a n s f e r r e d t o G i b r a l t a r ,

a r r i v i n g a week a f t e r war was d e c l a r e d with

Germany.

through 1940 t h e squadron was t o con t inue
maintaining the security of the S t r a i t s of
Gibral tar, a task made more d i f fi c u l t when
I t a l y jo ined the c o n fl i c t and France f e l l to
t h e enemy f o r c e s .

The old Londons were supplemented by a number

of Fairey Swordfish floatplanes , previously
used by No.3 AACU. A f t e r many hours
f r u i t l e s s operations, patience was rewarded
on 18th October 1940, when t w o Londons

sighted oil bubbles on the water surface.
Depth cha rges were dropped and t h e I t a l i a n
s u b m a r i n e Burbo was f o r c e d t o s u r f a c e .

was subsequen t ly c a p t u r e d by a Royal
d e s t r o y e r . Throughout the win te r o f 1940/41,

t h e s q u a d r o n s o l d i e r e d on w i t h t h e v e n e r a b l e

but obsolete Saro Londons, but new equipment
was now i m m i n e n t .

Two C a t a l i n a fl y i n g b o a t s were taken on

strength in the UK on 24th April 1941, the
fi r s t example, W8410, arr iving at i t ' s new
Gibraltar base on 7th May, flown by Sqn Ldr

The l o n g e r range o f f e r e d by t h e

C a t a l i n a brought about an i n c r e a s e i n a c t i o n ,
and nine days a f t e r arr ival W8410 was
attacked by marauding Focke-Wulf Fw. 200
Condors a l t h o u g h t h e crew managed t o s e e them

Finally by early June, the Londons and
Swordfish were r e l i n q u i s h e d and t h e C a t a l i n a

became t h e s o l e type in use with 202 Sqn.

Two C a t a l i n a d e s t i n e d f o r t h e s q u a d r o n were

unfortunately destroyed pr ior to delivery,
w h e n o n 7 t h May enemy bombing

c o n c e n t r a t e d o n t h e S c o t t i s h Av i a t i o n

f a c i l i t y a t G r e e n o c k where i n i t i a l c o n v e r s i o n

w o r k was c a r r i e d o u t o n n e w l y a r r i v e d

a i r c r a f t p r i o r t o i s s u e t o o p e r a t i o n a l u n i t s .

The a i r c r a f t l o s t were s e r i a l l e d AH554 and

AH555. F u r t h e r l o s s e s o c c u r r e d when AH537

w e n t m i s s i n g e n r o u t e UK - G i b r a l t a r on 5 t h

June, whi l s t W8407 sank a f t e r c r a sh landing
a t G i b r a l t a r two d a y s l a t e r .

W8425 was l o s t in a s i m i l a r manner to '07,
when i t too crash landed a t G i b r a l t a r on 11th

A u g u s t .

By Autumn 1941 p a t r o l s w e l l o u t i n t o t h e

A t l a n t i c were r o u t i n e and on 2 5 t h O c t o b e r Sqn'

Ldr E a g l e t o n and h i s crew were on a s e a r c h

ahead o f Convoy HG75 when a submarine was

s i g h t e d . An e s c o r t was c a l l e d i n , W h i c h

subsequent ly captured t h e I t a l i a n v e s s e l

F e r r a r i s and t h i s was s c u t t l e d by i t ' s crew.

On 2 1 s t December No.200 Group was d i s b a n d e d

and AHQ G i b r a l t a r was formed a s p a r t of

C o a s t a l Command. T h i s was a p r e l u d e t o a

b u i l d up in t h e s t r e n g t h o f t h e a i r f o r c e s on

the Rock, now recognised as a key base in the

b a t t l e of t he A t l a n t i c . Around t h i s time
four o f 202 ' s Ca t a l i na s were sen t t o

Singapore in great haste to provide a long
range r e c o n n a i s s a n c e fl i g h t t h e r e . Of t h e s e

aircraft , one only went as far as Koggala,
Ceylon, whilst the remainder were transferred
t o 2 0 5 Sqn upon a r r i v a l i n Singapore, t h i s
u n i t being p a r t i c u l a r l y hard pressed a t t he
t i m e .

202 Sqn made few U-Boa t s i g h t i n g s in t h e

early part of 1942, but on 2nd May, F l t Lt
Powel l and h i s crew i n C a t a l i n a C - C h a r l i e

caught U-Boat U-74 and dropped a complete

s t i c k o f dep th ch a rg es . The submarine was

l a t e r sunk by two d e s t r o y e r s t h a t h a d

answered Powel l ' s s i g h t i n g r e p o r t . As t h e

Malta convoys were mounted from March 1942

onward, so 202's Cats w e r e supplemented by
others detached from 209, 240 and 413 Sqns as
well as RAAF Sunder lands . Meanwhile C a t a l i n a

AJ158 w a s a t t a c k e d by two Vichy F r e n c h

Dewoitine D.520 fi g h t e r s on 18th May. The

Catalina was brought down in the sea 10 miles

o f f Oran, t h e crew commanded by F l t Lt

Bradley being rescued by a d e s t r o y e r.

In t h e summer t h e C a t a l i n a s were j o i n e d on

t h e squadron by S u n d e r l a n d s f o r a w h i l e and

ac t iv i ty bui l t up with the prelude t o the
l a n d i n g s .

became very intense during November, missions

being c a r r i e d out to cover the huge incoming

convoys and to p rov ide a n t i - s h i p p i n g cover

for the invasion beaches a t Alg ie r s .

t h i s per iod Ca ta l inas AJ162, FP119 and FP124

were lost, whilst on 20th November, FP153 was
s h o t down by a n t i - a i r c r a f t fi r e from a

f r i e n d l y convoy o f t h o s e t r a g i c

a c c i d e n t s o f war t h a t tend t o happen.

e a r l y i n s t a n c e o f a U-Boat fi g h t i n g back came
C a t a l i n a G-George

s igh t ed one on the s u r f a c e . As t h e a i r c r a f t

d i v e d t o a t t a c k , t h e s u b ' s c r e w o p e n e d up

with machine guns and t h e i r very e f f e c t i v e

c a n n o n . S l i g h t e v a s i v e a c t i o n w a s t a k e n

before a s t i c k o f e i g h t 250lb Torpex depth

c h a r g e s were dropped and t h e s e s t r a d d l e d t h e

enemy vessel. The sub d i s a p p e a r e d l e a v i n g a

large oil patch and wreckage behind i t , the
r e s u l t being c l a s s i fi e d as "damaged". A

d i f f e r e n t type of s o r t i e was flown on 24th
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October when a squadron C a t a l i n a p icked up

Brigadier General Mark Clark, Eisenhower's

deputy, f r o m a s u b m a r i n e a f t e r h i s

c l a n d e s t i n e t r i p to A lg i e r s where he met

F r e n c h G e n e r a l M a s t and o t h e r r e s i s t a n c e

l e a d e r s . A s imi lar fl i g h t was made to

c o l l e c t G e n e r a l G i r a u d on 7th November,

a l t h o u g h u n f o r t u n a t e l y he f e l l i n t o t h e w a t e r

w h i l s t t r a n s f e r r i n g between the submarine and
t h e C a t a l i n a !

h a d b e e n forced t o d i t c h 750 m i l e s from

G i b r a l t a r . An American d e s t r o y e r e v e n t u a l l y

reached the crew a f t e r they had been loca ted

by a 202 a i r c r a f t .

Operation Torch, t h e i n v a s i o n o f N o r t h

Africa, needed a t r e m e n d o u s e f f o r t from

everyone based at Gibraltar, and the strength
of 202 Sqn was increased to twelve Catalinas.

On 2nd November t h e c o n v o y t r a n s p o r t i n g

t r o o p s and equipment came w i t h i n r a n g e o f a i r

cover from the Rock and both 202 and 210 Sqns

fl e w a combined t o t a l o f 1311 h o u r s d u r i n g

the fi r s t two weeks of the month, more than
d o u b l e t h e n o r m .

was not u n t i l t h e f o l l o w i n g February t h a t an

a t t ack was made on a U-Boat r e s u l t i n g in a

sinking. On the 13th of that month, Catalina
G-George along with two US Navy Catalinas, a
Lockheed Ventura and the B r i t i s h des t roye r s

Anthony and Wishart attacked U-761, captained

by Commander Geider. The U-Boat b lew up a s a

r e s u l t o f t h i s a t t a c k . In August, W/O

Longden d e p t h c h a r g e d a n o t h e r U - B o a t ，

however, by th i s time i t seemed that most of
the U-Boats had been withdrawn from the a r e a ,
a n d S O 2 0 2 began fl y i n g l o n g r a n g e

meteorological sor t ies , named 'nocturnals ' .
The squadron a l s o played an impor tan t p a r t in

the search for a 15 Group Hal i fax crew who

The fi n a l submarine s i g h t i n g from G i b r a l t a r

by 202 took place on 19th August 1944, when
t h e c rew o f C a t a l i n a K o b t a i n e d a n ASV

c o n t a c t i n bad w e a t h e r . An a t t a c k was made

b u t t h e r e s u l t s were not o b s e r v e d . On 3 rd

September 1944, 202 Sqn was ordered back to
t h e t h e l a s t Cats l eav ing by e a r l y

October. In i t ' s time at Gibraltar, 202 lost
s e v e r a l C a t a l i n a s i n a c c i d e n t s n o t

a t t r ibu tab le to enemy action. FP114 went

missing on d e l i ve ry between Lough Erne and

G i b r a l t a r i n Augus t 1943 w h i l s t s e v e r a l

o t h e r s including AJ156, FP214 a n d JX258

crashed into high ground around G i b r a l t a r and

t h e S p a n i s h m a i n l a n d . M o s t u n f o r t u n a t e o f

a l l was FP237, h i t by a d r i f t i n g destroyer in
G i b r a l t a r h a r b o u r i n December 1943 and

damaged beyond r e p a i r .

202 Sqns new task was to strengthen the
m a r i t i m e f o r c e s o p e r a t i n g o v e r t h e N o r t h

• A t l a n t i c . The new b a s e was t o be C a s t l e

Archdale on the shores o f Lough Erne in Co.

Fermanagh, N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . The s q u a d r o n

c o l l e c t e d 16 new Catalina IVs, each equipped
w i t h u p r a t e d r a d a r mounted on top o f t h e

forward fuselage and a Leigh Light under the
s t a r b o a r d wing . O p e r a t i o n s began

immediately, the fi r s t so r t i e being flown on
16th September. The b a d w i n t e r w e a t h e r o f

1944/5 brought i t s to l l of losses. Catalina
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Hill , Fermanagh, west o f the home base on
2 0 t h N o v e m b e r 1944, whilst on the night of
19/20th December JX208/F was l o s t a l ong wi th

i t s nine crew when i t c r a shed i n t o high

ground, this time at Stradbally Mountain,
C a s t l e g r e g o r y . The wreckage o f t h e l a t t e r

a i r c r a f t remained on s i t e u n t i l very r e c e n t l y

- a l o c a l farmer e v e n t u a l l y had t o d i s p o s e of

t h e wreck a s h i s sheep were be ing poisoned

a f t e r gnawing through t h e l e a d c o v e r e d

w i r i n g .

With t h e end o f t h e war in Europe p a t r o l

fl i g h t s did not end, as i t was not c e r t a i n i f
a l l U-Boat commanders would respond t o t h e

German s u r r e n d e r i n s t r u c t i o n s . On 9th May

1945, U-1058 was s i g h t e d fl y i n g s u r r e n d e r

flags, the fi r s t of many similar vessels to
m a k e t h e i r way t o N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d and

Scottish ports. The last patrol was flown on
2nd June and 202 was disbanded on 12th June,

t h u s e n d i n g t h e a s s o c i a t i o n o f t h i s u n i t w i t h

t h e C a t a l i n a . During t h e c o n fl i c t t h e

s q u a d r o n was c r e d i t e d w i t h t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f

t h r e e submarines wi th a s h a r e in t h e v ic to ry

o v e r t h r e e more.

On 1st October 1946, 202 was reformed with
H a l i f a x m e t e o r o l o g i c a l r e c o n n a i s s a n c e

a i r c r a f t and t h e s e were l a t e r superceded by

Handley Page Has t ings t r a n s p o r t s equipped f o r

t h e same t a s k .

September 1964, when the squadron re-equipped

with W e s t l a n d a n d

embarked on t h e v i t a l t a s k o f a i r - s e a r e s c u e .

This i s s t i l l c a r r i e d out with Westland S e a

Kings o p e r a t e d f r o m Boulmer, Brawdy,

C o l t i s h a l l and L o s s i e m o u t h .

The a u t h o r wishes t o thank 202 Squadron RAF,

for supplying basic data in the preparation
of t h i s a r t i c l e .

CAT CONTACT COLUMN

This i s your chance t o use t h e Newsle t ter to

your own advantage. I f you w i s h t o make

c o n t a c t w i t h o l d comrade f r o m y o u r

squadron or perhaps a l o s t r e l a t i ve who used
t o fl y Cats o r RAF fl y i n g b o a t s why n o t drop

t h e C a t C o n t a c t column a l i n e - r emember t h e

membership i s s t i l l increasing a l l the
t i m e . . . . .

Warrant O f fi c e r Geoff Guy o f 54 Greenidge

Way, Oakley, Beds MK43 7SF, flew with 259 Sqn
a w i r e l e s s o p e r a t o r / a i r

December 143 to April 145. His main base was
Dar-es-Salaam but they a l s o ventured to Aden,
t h e Seyche l l e s , Comoro I s l ands , Mombassa,

Madagascar, t h e M a l d i v e s a n d Ceylon.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y he i s no l o n g e r in t o u c h w i t h

many members o f 259 Sqn - a r e the re any more
o f you out t he re?

Mr Ted Foster of ' P u f fi n ' , 6 Deeds Grove,
High Wycombe, Bucks HP12 3NU, was NCO i n
charge of the Photographic section 265 Sqn
a n d w o u l d l i k e t o h e a r f r o m a n y f o r m e r

co l l eagues , e s p e c i a l l y h i s old f r i end Lionel
S h e a r n . Ted has a l so madg a request with
r e s p e c t to an a s s o c i a t i o n h e i s forming.
Ted o r i g i n a l l y j o i n e d the RAF a s a Boy

Ent ran t photographer in 1937 and i s looking
t o h o l d a r e u n i o n o f a l l Boy. Ent ran t
photographers . Hence Ted would a l s o l i k e to
hear from any ex-Boy Entrant photographers ,

RAF, of 1-8 Entries in teres ted in forming an
a s s o c i a t i o n • I f so p lease w r i t e to Ted a t
t h e a b o v e a d d r e s s .

Mr H. Tennant of 5 South View, Hutton Rudby,

Yarm, Cleveland TS15 OHE, would like to hear
from any members o f 240 Sqn, e s p e c i a l l y those
who served with the Squadron during 1944 on

Mr Jim Park of Oakfields House, Binswood Ave,
Leamington Spa CV32 5SE, trained at Pensacola
during 1941/42 then with 45AT Group a t Dorval
and s u b s e q u e n t l y fl e w w i t h 240 Sqn a t

Redhills, Madras. Mr Park would l ike to hear
from any col leagues who remember him from any
o f t h e s e l o c a t i o n s .

The Edi to r s would a p p r e c i a t e updates to the
r e l a t i v e successes of these appeals - thanks.

EASTERN CANADA CANSOS

Last May our Technical Researcher, Ron Mak,

h a d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y o f v i s i t i n g E a s t e r n

Canada which j u s t happens t o be the home for

the largest remaining population of Cansos in
the world. For those who do not know, the
C a n a d i a n ' s r e f e r t o a l l C a t a l i n a s a s t h e

Canso although, s t r i c t l y speaking t h i s name

s h o u l d o n l y r e f e r t o t h o s e a c t u a l l y b u i l t in

Canada. This i s Ron's report .

W h i l s t on my t o u r I was a b l e t o v i s i t t h e Air

D i v i s i o n o f t h e Newfound land a n d L a b r a d o r

Forest Service at St Johns, Newfoundland.

They s t i l l o p e r a t e s ix Cansos f o r fi r e

fi g h t i n g in t h e i r two provinces during the

summer months, the a i r c r a f t being s p l i t

be tween s e v e r a l b a s e s . T h r e e C a n s o s a r e

based at Gander in the Northern part of

Newfoundland, one at St Johns, one a t Deer

Lake n e a r t h e G r o s Morne N a t i o n a l P a r k a n d

o n e a t Goose Bay, Labrador. T h e l a t t e r

a i r fi e l d was b u i l t as a p o l a r r o u t e f e r r y

s t a t i o n for t r a n s - a t l a n t i c f e r r y a i r c r a f t

during World War I I , and is s t i l l used as
s u c h t o d a y.
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NEVFOUNDLAND FOREST SERVICE'S INMACULATE PBY-5A, C-FDFB SEEN AT ST JOHNS

NEVFOUNDLAND (RON MAK)

flying environment, the aircraft being flown
D u r i n g the long winter months, the Cansos are

ga the red t o g e t h e r a t St Johns and Gander i n

v e r y modern and w e l l equ ipped main t enance

h a n g a r s to be tended to by t h e C h i e f

Engineer, Robert Gosse (a Cata l ina Society

m e m b e r of c o u r s e ! ) and his professional

s t a f f . Robert t o l d me t h a t many o f h i s

eng inee r s a r e g e t t i n g i t chy fi n g e r s awa i t ing

the a r r i v a l of t w o new w a t e r b o m b e r s t o

s u p p l e m e n t t h e C a n s o s . These a i r c r a f t , the
f a m i l i a r Canadair CL-215s, a r e o f c o u r s e

p u r p o s e b u i l t w a t e r bombers and t h e i r

d e l i v e r y was imminent a t the time o f my

v i s i t . C a t a l i n a fans w i l l however be pleased

to know t h a t the c u r r e n t p lans a r e to r e t a i n

the Cansos well i n t o the 1990s.

t o the l imi t of t h e i r fl i g h t envelope and

thus l i k e a l l water bomber o p e r a t i o n s i t i s

p e r h a p s n o t s u r p r i s i n g t h a t t h e Newfoundland

Government h a s had a few a c c i d e n t s o v e r t h e

years, thankfu l ly without s e r i o u s in jury to

t h e c r e w s . In December 1980, PBY-5A C-FIGJ
s u f f e r e d an i n - fl i g h t e n g i n e f a i l u r e a n d was

s u b s t a n t i a l l y damaged in t h e s u b s e q u e n t

force-landing near Sherbroke, Quebec. This

p a r t i c u l a r a i r c r a f t i s no i n t h e

fl e e t . More recently in May 1985, C-FOFI
sank whilst picking up water from a s m a l l

lake near Goose Bay. The Canso was sa lvaged

from the lake no less than 52 days a f t e r the

acc ident and, fol lowing some r e p a i r s t o the

n o s e s e c t i o n and engines a t t he s i t e , t h e

The s i x Cansos a r e a m i x t u r e o f ex-US Navy

and Royal Canadian Air Force examples, a l l

fi t t e d with 1200hp P r a t t and Whitney R-1830-

92 powerplants . Normal c r u i s e s p e e d i s 120

k n o t s w i t h a m i s s i o n d u r a t i o n o f f o u r h o u r s .

Dur ing t h i s t i m e t h e Cansos w i l l be r e q u i r e d

to pick up water as ammunition t o be used

against the forest fires. The water capac i t y

o f the f u s e l a g e tanks t o t a l s 800 g a l l o n s

(3637 l i t r e s ) , and in a scooping distance of

just under 2000ft the t anks t ake fi f t e e n

seconds to fi l l . The a i r c r a f t are painted in

very smart bright r e d and green high

v i s i b i l i t y colour scheme.

Water bombing is an

p o w e r p l a n t s were s t a r t e d up and t h e " b o a t

flown off the lake to allow more permanent

r e p a i r s t o be c a r r i e d o u t on t h e a i r c r a f t .

C-FOFI was s u b s e q u e n t l y back in a c t i o n d u r i n g

t h e 1986 fi r e - fi g h t i n g s e a s o n and r e m a i n s in

t h e c u r r e n t fl e e t ; t r i b u t e t o t h e

• a i r c r a f t ' s ' inherent strength and the fi n e

e n g i n e e r i n g a b i l i t y o f Robert G o s s e ' s team.

Incidentally, the lake in which the Canso
sank was one of a m i l l i o n lakes in t he area

and was unnamed. However i t was chr i s t ened

'Canso Lake' by the recovery crew.

e x t r e m e l y d a n g e r o u s

Jus t p r i o r to my v i s i t , on May 6th to be

p r e c i s e , C-FCRP f e l l v i c t i m t o a b r a k e

f a i l u r e on landing a t Gander. Both p i l o t and



AVALON'S ONLY OPERATIONAL CANSO, CF-IZZ, SEEN AT PARRY SOUND IN MAY 1987
(RON KAK)

c o - p i l o t ' s brake p e d a l s "went to the fl o o r "

and t h e Canso v e e r e d o f f t h e runway and down

a d i t c h where i t came t o r e s t i n f r o n t o f

i t ' s hangar minus the nose wheel (see photo).
During my v i s i t I was lucky enough to be
i n v i t e d t o be a passenger on a t e s t fl i g h t o f
one t h e i r immaculately presented Cansos C-

FDFB, captained by E l i S q u i r e s and ably

supported by Co-p i lo t Ray Melanson. We fl e w

over Conception Bay and the surrounding a rea
s p o t t i n g many i cebe rgs a s well a s hundreds o f
l a k e s d o t t e d in a m o n g s t t h e b a r r e n t u n d r a

s t y l e l andscape . I would l i k e t o e s p e c i a l l y

thank Robert Gosse and Randy Cross fo r making

my v i s i t t o t h e i r opera t ion so i n t e r e s t i n g .

A s h o r t v i s i t was a l s o made t o Goose Bay
where CF-HFL o f E a s t e r n P r o v i n c i a l A i r w a y s i s

parked on a taxiway. T h i s C a n s o c r a s h e d b a c k

in 1957, 52 miles North West of Goose Bay.
The th ree man crew escaped s a f e l y from the

which subsequent ly remained on the
c r a s h s i t e u n t i l t h e A t l a n t i c Canada A v i a t i o n

Museum of Halifax, Nova Scotia, were offered
i t by t h e owner Captain Lionel C l a r k . On

27th October 1986, the hulk was a i r l i f t e d
away from t h e s i t e by CAF Chinook and fl o w n

t o Goose Bay Airport where t he Canso was

museum's president, Mike Whitehead, I was
a b l e t o v i ew t h e a i r c r a f t . U n f o r t u n a t e l y a

p a r t s h a v e b e e n r e m o v e d f r o m t h e

a i r c r a f t , a l o n g w i t h a l l o f i t ' s

i d e n t i fi c a t i o n p l a t e s , e i t h e r by E a s t e r n

P r o v i n c i a l a f t e r t h e crash or by souvenir

h u n t e r s . At the presen t time the a i r c r a f t i s
s t i l l a t G o o s e Bay w h e r e t h e ACAM a r e

proceeding to dismantle i t p r i o r to shipment
t o N o v a S c o t i a . A f u l l a c c o u n t o f t h i s

r e t r i e v a l o p e r a t i o n w i l l a p p e a r i n a

for thcoming i s s u e o f the C a t a l i n a News.

More waterbombing Cansos can be found in the

Province of Quebec, where the Government of
Quebec a l s o opera te h a l f a dozen examples.
The a i r c r a f t are a l l painted b r i g h t yellow
w i t h e i t h e r b l u e o r r e d c h e a t l i n e s . A l l o f

t hese are based a t Quebec City dur ing the
w i n t e r months. In t h e summer fi r e s e a s o n

f o u r a i r c r a f t r e m a i n a t Quebec C i t y w h i l s t

one o p e r a t e s f r o m L a c S a i n t - J e a n a n d t h e

o t h e r i s pos i t ioned to Va l - d ' o r . T h e C a n s o s

a r e only p a r t o f a l a r g e r fl e e t used by the
Government o f Quebec, w h i c h i n c l u d e s

s e v e n t e e n C a n a d a i r CL-215s f o r w a t e r b o m b i n g

and two F a i r c h i l d F - 2 7 s a n d a DC-3 f o r

t r a n s p o r t . Of t h e i r Canso fl e e t , C-FPQM i s

of in te res t , i f only for i t ' s res i l ience! I n

August 1962, i t s ta l led on landing and after
impacting the ground hard on i t ' s main

wheels, the nose wheel s t r u c k the runway and

the p lane ove r tu rned . I t l i v e d t o fl y

a n o t h e r day h o w e v e r. Of t h e o t h e r s i n t h e

fl e e t C-FPQP was i n v o l v e d in an a c c i d e n t

during l a s t years waterbombing season. I n

Ju ly the a i r c r a f t bounced wh i l s t under taking
a water pick up on Lac Cache, Quebec and
subsequently nosed under, unfortunately with
one f a t a l i t y to an observer on-board, thus
e m p h a s i s i n g t h e d a n g e r s in t h i s form o f

o p e r a t i o n .
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THE UNFORTUNATE RESTING PLACE OF C-FCRP AT GANDER AFTER IT 'S BRAKE FAILURE
(RANDY CROSS v i a RON MAK)

7 1 5

GOVERNAENT OF QUEBEC VATERBOMBER, C-FPQO, SEEN AT QUEBEC CITY AWAITING THE
NEXT FIRE FIGHTING (RON MAK)
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Anothe r b i g Canso o p e r a t o r who r e a d e r s o f

t h i s journa l w i l l be more f a m i l i a r with, i s
of course Avalon Aviation from Parry Sound,
Ontario, the company from which Plane Sailing
p u r c h a s e d t h e i r b l i s t e r s . Avalon ' s fl e e t

numbers e igh t a i r c r a f t , but a t the moment t he
c o m p a n y s e e m s t o b e k e e p i n g a v e r y low

p r o fi l e . At t h e t i m e o f my v i s i t t o G e o rg i a n

Bay A i r fi e l d , Parry Sound, only one Canso was

operational, C-FIZZ. F i v e o t h e r e x a m p l e s

could be seen in open s to rage minus t h e i r
p r o p e l l e r s

u n o f fi c i a l l y f o r s a l e . One o the r member o f
t h e i r fl e e t is a l s o in open s to rage but on

the o t h e r s ide of the A t l a n t i c , namely at
Exeter in Devon (see Ca ta l ina News No 5) .
I t ' s f a t e a l s o u n c e r t a i n a l t h o u g h

r u m o u r s p e r s i s t t h a t i t w i l l s o o n be r e t u r n e d

t o fl y i n g s t a t u s .

I f a n y C a t a l i n a S o c i e t y members i n t e n d t o

make a t r i p to t h i s p a r t o f Canada and would
l i k e t o v i s i t t h e o p e r a t o r s ment ioned i n t h i s

a r t i c l e please do not h e s i t a t e to drop me a
l i n e a n d I w i l l p r o v i d e you w i t h more
d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n a s t o t h e i r l o c a t i o n and

who you s h o u l d c o n t a c t .

FLEETLIST:

Reg No. Model Const. No Remarks

Newfoundland and Labrador Fores t ry Service

C-FCRP PBY-5A CV-271 Ex RCAF 9837
C-FDFB PBY-5A CV-605 Ex 44-34094, NC65715, TF-RVG
C-FIZU PBY-6A 2019 Ex Bu. 46655, N10014. Fitted

w i t h a -5A r u d d e r

C-FNJC PBY-5A CV-430 Ex 44-33929
C-FNJE PBY-5A CV-437 EX RCAF 11094
C-FOFI PBY-5A CV-343 Ex. RCAF 11047

G o v e r n m e n t o f Q u e b e c

C-FPQF PBY-5A CV-333 E X   R C A F   1 1 0 4 2

C-FPQK PBY-5A CV-264 E x   R C A F   9 8 3 0

C-FPQL PBY-5A CV-417 E x   R C A F   1 1 0 8 4

C-FPQM PBY-5A CV-425 Ex RCAF 11088, CF-GMS
C-FPQO PBY-5A CV-427 E x   R C A F   1 1 0 8 9

C-FPQP PBY-5A CV-407 E x   R C A F   1 1 0 7 9

A v a l o n A v i a t i o n

C-FCRR PBY-5A 21996 Ex RCAF 9767

C-FGLX PBY-5A CV-560 Ex 44-34049
C-FHHR PBY-5A 300 Ex Bu. 2459, NC18446, N18446
C-FHNF PBY-5A 225 Ex Bu. 64097, N7082C, F-ZBAW
C-FHNH PBY-6А ? Ex Bu. 64017, N2846D, N5555H,

F-ZBAV

C-FIZO PBY-6A 2009 Ex Bu. 46645, N10013. Fit ted
w i t h a P B Y- 5 A r u d d e r

C - F I Z Z PBY-6A ? Ex Bu. 64064. F i t t e d with a
P B Y- 5 A r u d d e r .

CF-PIU PBY-6A Ex Bu. 64092, N6681C

CATALINA PICTURE PAGE

Gerald White of Spokane, Washington S t a t e ,
USA s u b m i t t e d two photos o f h i s ' l o c a l '

C a t a l i n a waterbombing o p e r a t o r f o r i n c l u s i o n

in the P ic tu re Page.

The Catalina concerned, N85U, is operated by
the American arm o f Flying Fireman, the well
known C a n a d i a n w a t e r b o m b i n g company. The

a i r c r a f t i s based a t Deer Park A i r p o r t d u r i n g

the summer fi r e - fi g h t i n g season and i s l a i d

up a t an a i r fi e l d in Tacoma d u r i n g t h e w i n t e r

awaiting the resumption of i t s fi r e - fi g h t i n g

c o n t r a c t . P i l o t E r i c J o h n s o n t o l d G e r a l d

t h a t t h i s p a r t i c u l a r C a t a l i n a ' s w a t e r -

c a r r y i n g c a p a c i t y i s 1500 g a l l o n s and t he

local r ivers and lakes provide ample pick-up

z o n e s . A s can be seen from the photos, N85U

i s a t a l l - t a i l e d PBY-6A a n d h a s b e e n
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r e t r o fi t t e d with two Wright 2600s l ike the

' K i l l e r C a t ' . The i d e n t i fi c a t i o n number ' 85 '

is carried in black on the t a i l . This is the
a i r c r a f t ' s fi r e - fi g h t i n g call sign which must
be visible to the fi r e - fi g h t i n g crews on the

g r o u n d a s w e l l a s i n t h e a i r h e n c e t h e i r

l a r g e t y p e . The colour scheme is basically
S i l v e r o v e r a l l with high v i s i b i l i t y orange

unders ides , wingtips and cowlings. Due to
t he h i g h s e r v i c e a b i l i t y r e q u i r e m e n t s demanded

of t h e fi r e - fi g h t i n g contracts issued by the

U.S Dept of F o r e s t r y, t h e r e i s no q u e s t i o n

t h a t t h i s a i r c r a f t i s i n good condition,

a l t h o u g h t h e p i c t u r e s a l s o c o n fi r m t h i s .

For the record N85U, was originally built in
t h e summer o f 1945 f o r t h e U.S Navy a s s e r i a l

no. Bu 64041 and following c i v i l i a n i z a t i o n ,

was r e g i s t e r e d N6453C. I t h a s s u b s e q u e n t l y

enjoyed (!) a long career as a fire-bomber,

being ope ra t ed by s e v e r a l C a l i f o r n i a n o u t fi t s

i nc lud ing Sonora Flying S e r v i c e a n d Hemet

Valley Flying Serv ices . L a t e r s o l d in

Canada, she became p a r t o f the large Catal ina

fl e e t operated by Flying Fireman of Victoria,

B.C. She fl e w as C-GFFI u n t i l 1986 when she

was r e - r e g i s t e r e d in t h e U.S
Fireman Inc. of Spanaway, Washington State to
o p e r a t e a U.S fi r e - fi g h t i n g c o n t r a c t .
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